




 
New Mexico Oil & Gas Association 

123 W Booth St. Santa Fe, New Mexico 87905 
www.nmoga.org 

NMOGA and its member companies work to advocate 
for responsible oil and natural gas policies while 

producing affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy 
options through continuous innovation.!

To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of the New Mexico Oil and Gas Association (NMOGA), we are pleased to express our strong 
support for Pacific Fusion’s proposed Demonstration System facility in Mesa del Sol, Albuquerque.
New Mexico has long been a leader in energy innovation, and Pacific Fusion’s initiative represents a bold 
step forward in diversifying our energy portfolio with cutting-edge, clean technologies. Fusion ener-
gy—clean, safe, and virtually limitless—aligns with our shared vision for a sustainable energy future that 
meets growing demand while protecting our environment.
Pacific Fusion’s commitment to achieving net facility gain, a critical milestone in fusion energy develop-
ment, is not only scientifically ambitious but economically transformative. The proposed $1 billion invest-
ment will create over 150 long-term jobs in our state, along with hundreds of construction roles and numer-
ous workforce development opportunities. This project will stimulate regional economic growth and rein-
force New Mexico’s reputation as a hub for advanced energy research and innovation. NMOGA fully sup-
ports the diversification of New Mexico’s economy while maintaining and supporting our current economic 
base. 
NMOGA recognizes the importance of striking a balance between industry growth and environmental 
responsibility. We believe that fusion energy can complement our existing energy infrastructure and help 
meet the state’s future energy needs in a low-carbon, high-efficiency manner. Our association supports 
collaborative efforts that advance energy innovation, and Pacific Fusion’s project is a prime example of 
such progress.
We encourage state and local leaders, regulatory agencies, and community stakeholders to support this 
visionary project. Together, we can ensure New Mexico remains at the forefront of energy leadership—fos-
sil, renewable, and now fusion.

Sincerely,

Missi Currier

President & CEO



 
 
To: Environmental Planning Commission 
From: Ernie C'deBaca, President/CEO, Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce 
Re: Pacific Fusion 
Date: August 14, 2025 
 
 
Commissioners – 
 
The Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce’s (Hispano Chamber) mission is to 
promote economic development, to enhance economic opportunities, and to provide 
business and workforce education with an emphasis on the Hispanic and small business 
community in Albuquerque and New Mexico. 
 
In keeping with the Hispano Chamber’s mission, I am writing today to offer our full support 
of Pacific Fusion’s plans to locate its research facility in the Innovation Park at Mesa del Sol. 
I hope that you will grant their request to approve a variance for the 110-foot building height. 
 
It is important that Albuquerque continue to support projects that diversify our economy and 
renewable energy is one critical segment as we look toward the future. Pacific Fusion’s 
ethos was born at Sandia National Labs with the Z Machine. To have the company come full 
circle and locate in Albuquerque will be a big win for the Duke City. 
 
Not only will hundreds of jobs be created in the construction phase, but there will also be at 
least 200 permanent jobs created that will be high paying and highly technical. This is an 
exciting development for future generations and keep our workforce in New Mexico. 
 
Again, on behalf of the Hispano Chamber, we are excited about the prospect of Pacific 
Fusion locating in Albuquerque and urge your support. Should you require any additional 
information or have further inquiries, please feel free to reach out to me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ernie C’deBaca 
President/CEO 
 
 

 

Ernie C’deBaca 
PRESIDENT & CEO   
 

Michelle Hernandez, Esq.  
GENERAL COUNSEL 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Angela Serrano de Rivera, 
   CHAIR 
Casey Anglada DeRaad,  
   CHAIR ELECT 
Ryan Cangiolosi, TREASURER 
Robert Dzur, SECRETARY 
Nicole Abreu, VICE CHAIR 
Matthew Jaramillo, VICE CHAIR 

Ruben Garcia, VICE CHAIR 
Paul Mondragon, PAST CHAIR 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Henry L. Andrews 
John Armijo 
Tom Briones 
Rebecca Butler 
Adrian Chavez 

Brian Chavez 
Steven B. Chavez 
Tyler Chavez 
Bridget Condon 
Judy A. Cordova-Romero 
Jim Garcia 
Ryan Garcia 
Steven Garcia 
Lorenzo Gutierrez 
Richard Luarkie 
Nick Maniatis 
Ana Martinez 
Sean Martinez 
Sheila Mendez 
Eddie Montoya 
James Ortiz 
Dr. Vesta Sandoval 
John Santoru 
Chris Schroeder 
Vivian Sisneros Jr. 
Janice Torrez 
Ana Trujillo 
Linda Vega 
 

DIRECTORS EMERITI 
Jon Paul Espinoza 
Sherman McCorkle 

 

EX-OFFICIOS 
Amanda Aragon 
Barbara Baca 
Dr. Gabriella Blakey 
Ed Manzanares 
Olivia Padilla-Jackson 
Klarissa J. Peña 
Marc Powell 
Carlos Romero 
Louie Sanchez 
Col. Michael Power 

1309 4th Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

 

 







FROM THE DESK OF 

 

PAT DAVIS 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

 

August 15, 2025 
 

3402 MONTE VISTA BLVD NE, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

 

 

RE: FP-2025-00004 
 
Honorable Members of the Environmental Planning Commission: 
 
I am writing in support of the EPC matter #FP-2025-00004, which proposes 
increasing the height of the Mesa del Sol Level B Community Master Plan from 80 to 
110 feet.  
 
Most recently, in September 2023, the EPC approved, and the City Council 
subsequently adopted, an amendment to the Level A plan for the same change 
sought by today’s matter. Approval of this Level B plan amendment is consistent with 
the EPC and Council’s previous actions supporting appropriate development for the 
Employment Center and nearby areas included in Mesa del Sol.  
 
During my two terms serving on our City Council, I saw firsthand how the EPC and 
Council worked to further the long-term development goals of building a safe, 
sustainable live-work community at MDS. Everyone involved has a right to be proud 
of the successful investments there in housing, jobs and new industries smart planning 
has enabled. 
 
The EPC’s prior actions on the Level A plan made it possible for site selectors to have 
confidence in selecting Mesa del Sol as a finalist site for a new industry that is critical 
in establishing Albuquerque as a hub for energy innovation that will lead our country 
toward a more sustainable and carbon-free energy future.  
 
Your timely consideration and approval of the Level B amendment is consistent with 
the 2023 Level A amendment, and it directly enables historic investment in our new 
energy economy and high-paying job opportunities for the city’s fastest-growing 
planned live-work community.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Pat Davis 
Albuquerque City Council, 2015-2023 



To the members of the Environmental Planning Commission for the City of Albuquerque, 
 
My name is Robert F. Gruenig. I am an attorney and senior policy analyst, and have worked on 
environmental, natural resources, and energy issues for more than 25 years, including serving as 
a member of the former Transportation External Coordinating Working Group which group was 
established by the U.S. Department of Energy to engage stakeholders on the transportation of 
radioactive materials, including nuclear waste. Along the way, I also gained a particular expertise 
in matters related to climate change.  
 
I am a strong proponent of nuclear energy and its potential in providing affordable energy to the 
United States and its citizenry and effectively mitigating the negative effects of climate change 
through zero carbon emissions. I understand the concerns of those opposed to nuclear energy 
based on past incidents involving the Three Mile Island Nuclear Generating Station (1979), 
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant (1986), and Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant (2011). 
However, great strides have since been made in the safety and operation of nuclear energy power 
plants, addressing such concerns and renewing interest in nuclear energy as a clean, reliable, and 
scalable solution to the growing energy demands of the United States and the world.  
 
Nuclear fission and fusion are both processes that can generate energy, but only fission has been 
used thus far by nuclear power plants to generate such energy; this involves splitting heavy atoms 
(most commonly uranium) to release energy. Unfortunately, the use of nuclear fission presents 
several legacy problems such as environmental contamination and waste disposal, each related 
to the radioactive nature of nuclear materials and the long timescales required for radioactive 
decay. Nuclear fusion, on the other hand, combines light atoms (e.g., hydrogen isotopes) to 
produce energy, much like the sun. 
 
The Mesa del Sol project being proposed by Pacific Fusion will involve the construction of a state-
of-the-art facility fusion research facility, known as the Demonstration System, whose purpose 
shall be to demonstrate that it is possible to get more fusion energy output than stored energy at 
the input, i.e., net facility gain. Demonstrating that net facility gain is possible through fusion is a 
key step in moving toward the construction of power plants whose energy can be generated by 
nuclear fusion and put carbon-free electricity on the power grid. 
 
Nuclear fusion has several environmental benefits unlike its nuclear fission counterpart. These 
benefits included the following:  
 

1. Minimal waste 
 

Nuclear fusion produces low-radioactivity waste which loses its radioactivity in 
decades, unlike nuclear fusion which produces high-level waste, like spent fuel 
rods, which loses its radioactivity in thousands of years. Further, nuclear fusion 
waste does not require deep geological storage which is a necessity for nuclear 
fission waste. 

 



2. Abundant fuel supply 
 

The materials commonly used for nuclear fusion, such as deuterium (found in 
seawater) and tritium (produceable from lithium), are much more abundant than 
uranium, the mineral commonly used for nuclear fission. 
 

3. Safety 
 

Nuclear fusion reactors, unlike their nuclear fission counterparts, cannot melt 
down or explode, i.e., not prone to incidents like the Chernobyl Nuclear Power 
Plant. Further, nuclear fusion reactors only contain a limited amount of fuel at any 
given time, limiting potential damage to the environment. 
 

4. High-energy yield 
 

Nuclear fusion reactions release three to four times more energy than nuclear 
fission reactions. 

 
I firmly believe that Albuquerque, New Mexico, and not Fremont, California, is the best place to 
construct the Mesa del Sol project, which location is absent from any known fault lines for 
potential earthquakes. Albuquerque serves as the anchor of the New Mexico Technology 
Corridor, which boasts the highest concentration of national laboratories, i.e., Sandia National 
Laboratories and Los Alamos National Laboratory, top-tier academic institutions within and 
nearby, i.e., University of New Mexico, New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, and 
Central New Mexico Community College, and a significant research ecosystem in advanced 
science and energy. These create a rich innovation and talent ecosystem supportive of nuclear 
fusion economic development. In addition, Sandia National Laboratories is home to the Z-
machine, a world-class pulsed power platform fundamental to Pacific Fusion’s technical 
approach. 
 
I also believe that Pacific Fusion is the right company to construct the Demonstration System and 
oversee the important work contained therein, and to help our country move toward the use of 
nuclear fusion as clean, abundant, and safe energy. In doing so, the Mesa del Sol project will 
provide several economic benefits to Albuquerque and the surrounding area, including the 
following: 
 

1. Job creation 
 

The Mesa del Sol project is expected to create hundreds of jobs including those 
jobs specific to construction of the Demonstration System. Further, Pacific Fusion 
expects to permanently employ 150 people for the Demonstration System itself. 
Finally, growth of the local Albuquerque economy and the businesses contained 
therein will be stimulated by the addition of these 150 Demonstration System 
employees and their families. 



 
2. Support of local supply chains 
 

The Mesa del Sol project will help stimulate the already strong workforce 
development programs located in the State of New Mexico and bring forth the 
talent necessary for the Demonstration System and supportive companies and 
industry including those related to research and development. 
 

3. Increase Albuquerque’s stature 
 

The Demonstration System will help elevate Albuquerque as a national hub for 

advanced technologies and clean energy. 

 
In summary, I highly recommend that the Environmental Planning Commission for the City of 
Albuquerque support construction of the Demonstration System by Pacific Fusion, whose work 
that occurs therein will help move the United States toward the use of nuclear fusion in its energy 
plants which, in turn, will benefit our environment and economy on so many levels as noted 
above. 
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