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1. INTRODUCTION

The Central Albuquerque Community
Planning Area (CPA) neighborhoods

include some of the oldest settlements

in Albuquerque, most of which were

built over time by multiple generations

of families. Besides encompassing many

of Albuquerque s historic residential
neighborhoods, Central ABQ is at the center
of civic institutions, with local, regional, state,
and federal government services located
Downtown in close proximity to banking and
other business centers. The iconic historic
US Route 66 bisects the Central ABQ CPA
boundary from east to west, creating an

active corridor of higher intensity mixed uses.

Many of Albuquerque s educational, cultural,
and historic attractions are also located
within the area. The Central ABQ CPA is
bordered to the west by the bosque and the
Rio Grande, running north to south through
the city. This wealth of history, culture,
nature, and urban activity creates a dynamic
environment that is home to some of the
most diverse and historic neighborhoods in
the city.

The CPA assessment process is designed

to identify priorities and concerns from the
community and to identify potential policies,
programs, and other strategies that address
community priorities. Key objectives for the

assessment process include preserving and
enhancing neighborhoods by understanding
disparities, the impacts of land use policies /
regulations, and identifying projects that may
help improve the quality of life in each CPA.

1.1 Overview

The City of Albuquerque s CPA assessment
process engages residents and businesses
to identify what is working in that part of
town and provides an opportunity to discuss
visions for the area.

The CPA assessments are one avenue
within the City for addressing past harms
and engaging communities equitably.
The Planning Department facilitates

CPA assessments in a cyclical process,
since comprehensive solutions may not
be identi ed during the rstround. We
acknowledge that this is an evolving
strategy to ensure that community members
have an ongoing say in the future of their
neighborhoods.

1.2 Purpose

The CPA assessment process is intended to
ensure that all residents, neighborhoods,
and city areas bene t from long-range
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planning efforts, coordination, and problem-
solving. The CPA assessment process seeks
to develop positive relationships between
the City and community members by
focusing on actions that can lead to positive,
transformative changes in the community.

During this process, the Planning
Department collaborates with staff from
other City departments and area agencies.
The CPA process is designed to help ensure
that the best practices for community
planning are implemented throughout

the city, with plans complementing and
informing each other so that all communities
bene t from the planning efforts within each
CPA.

CPA assessments are intended as vital tools
to help identify, implement, and track the
policies in the Albuquerque Comprehensive
Plan ( Comp Plan ) and regulations in the
Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO)
to better serve and protect neighborhoods.
We hope this process not only allows for but
encourages community members to take an
active role in shaping their neighborhoods.

Central ABQ - Community Planning Area Assessment Draft - January, 2024
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FIGURE 1. CENTRAL ABQ - COMMUNITY PLANNING AREA (CPA)
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1.3 CPA Process

Community Planning Areas were rst
developed during a City planning effort

in 1995. People were given maps of the
metropolitan region and asked to identify
their home, their neighborhood, and their
community. The resulting map outlined
distinct Community Identity Areas that
were adopted into the Comp Plan in 2003,
the same time the Centers and Corridors
framework was added.

The CPA assessment process is a community-
based approach to enable residents,
business owners, property owners,
neighborhood associations, community
groups, and other institutions to determine
the future vision of their community and the
priority actions needed to get there.

The Central ABQ CPA planning process
involves engaging with community members
and stakeholders to identify and prioritize

a broad set of assets and challenges, and
then create an action plan to leverage

those assets and address those challenges.
The action plan connects government,
institutions, and community organizations
that can implement the action plan. Because
the Planning Department does not typically
implement projects, we work to cultivate
partnerships to move these priorities
forward.

The City intends to update this information
over time through an ongoing long-range
community planning effort for each area.
This effort marks a signi cant departure from
past planning efforts. Instead of reacting to
immediate crises, the process is intended to
be proactive like a wellness check before
serious symptoms of illness appear. It is also
intentionally designed to accommodate

all areas of the city, learning from each and
extending the bene ts to all.

In all cases, future development and planning
should respect and strengthen existing
communities, enhance their distinctive
qualities, and provide more opportunities for
residents to satisfy their daily needs.

FIGURE 2. PLANNING PROCESS

We laid the groundwork
and heard your thoughts .

We will report on what
we've heard.

Late 2022 Early 2023

. g Help us clarify
Identify Tell us what’s 5
PN working and what L?p b?_Ck and conf!{m
ONSTTy needs work ! UL community
priorities
Phase 1 Phase 2
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1.4 Engagement

Community engagement for the Central
ABQ CPA began in late Spring of 2022

and continued through 2023. The process
sought to engage the community and gather
input from a variety of residents and other
stakeholders in the area with an emphasis

on ensuring that historically-excluded
community voices were included. The
engagement was organized into four phases,
each with a different type of community
participation. The project team provided
multiple engagement opportunities with the
intention to accommodate the wide range
of interests and availability of community
members. The general timeline below
illustrates the CPA assessment process,
followed by descriptions of how each phase
was conducted.

We will be on track to submit
our report to EPC and
Council by the end of 2023!

End of 2023

We will focus on strategies
to address community
priorities.

Summer /Fall 2023

Attend Environmental
Planning Commission
formal action &

City Council hearings

Join us and other
agency staff to
prioritize actions

Submit for

Prioritize

actions

Phase 3 Phase 4
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1.4.1 PHASE 1.
IDENTIFY ASSETS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

During Phase 1, we collected input from
community stakeholders regarding existing
Assets & Opportunities within the Central
ABQ CPA boundary. Using a wide range of
methods customized for the type of event
or engagement, we invited and encouraged
feedback on a range of topics that were
organized according to the ten elements

in the Albuquerque Comprehensive Plan
(e.g., Community Identity, Land Use,
Transportation, Urban Design, etc.).

Initial input was collected through an

online pre-assessment survey in early
2022, followed by in-person and virtual
kick-off meetings in late June 2022. The
CPA team subsequently conducted

dozens of engagement activities during
neighborhood association meetings,
community events, virtual engagement
through web-based tools, and neighborhood
walks within the Central ABQ CPA. Input
from the surveys, kick- off meetings, and
engagement throughout the assessment
process was synthesized and analyzed by
the project team. This analysis identi ed a
set of preliminary community priorities that
emphasized homelessness and housing,
mobility and safety, community identity and
public art, abandoned buildings and vacant
lots, and environmental concerns.

1.4.2 PHASE 2. LOOP BACK
AND CONFIRM

During Phase 2, the Central ABQ CPA

team re-connected with area residents and
stakeholders to con rm our synthesis of
draft priority statements from Phase 1 and to
clarify our understanding of the issues. For
each statement we asked:

Did we get that right?

What should be the priority strategy to
address the issue or leverage the asset
identi ed?

Did we miss something?

This gave respondents an opportunity to
expand on any existing concern as well

as add any additional item that may have
arisen between Phase 1 and Phase 2 of

the engagement process. This concept

was adapted for a range of engagement
activities including tabling at events, direct
engagement at standing community
meetings, and online surveys. An example of
the Phase 2 framework is illustrated in Figure
3 on the next page. Engagement reports for
Phases 1 and 2 are provided in Appendix B.

Introduction

1.4.3 PHASE 3: IDENTIFY AND
PRIORITIZE STRATEGIES

Throughout the engagement process, the
CPA team researched projects, programs,
and policies that might address or inform
some of the concerns and suggestions

from community stakeholders. We also
engaged numerous partners, including other
City departments and community groups.
Informed by this background information,
the CPA team identi ed existing projects and
programs that could address some of the
community s priorities. With this information,
the Central ABQ CPA team organized a
series of Focus Group meetings. These Focus
Groups brought together City departments,
various service providers, and community
stakeholders to establish a shared
understanding of assets and opportunities.
Strategies were then proposed and
prioritized to address identi ed issues
wherever possible.

Focus group themes included:
Transportation
Land Use and Development
Community and Social Services
Cultural and Historical Preservation

Environmental Strategies and Green

Central ABQ - Community Planning Area Assessment Draft - January, 2024
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Space
‘A walkable environment is important in my community. Being able to safely waolk is o strengith in the
1.4.4 PHASE 4: REPORT community, a boost for the locafl economy, and an overall priority. "
DEVELOPMENT AND . .
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
APPROVAL 3 2 ; ¢ -

Which of the following best describe your priorities? {sefect 3)
The Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report

will be submitted to the Environmental o Improving sidewalk connectivity: the sidewalk system is incomplete, with many gaps or large
Planning Commission (EPC) in Fall 2023. The areas that don’t have sidewalks
EPC will recommend approval or denial to

o Increasing safety for street crossings
the City Council. The City Council s Land o Making street crossings closer and more convenient to destinations
Use, Planning, and Zoning Committee will o Having better sidewalk maintenance
review the assessment report and make a o Improving sidewalks that are too narrow or have obstacles
r?comme”‘?at'_on to the City Council. The o Maoking sidewalks safer and more comfortable for wheelchairs, strollers, others with mobility
City Council will vote on whether to accept s
the asses_sment repor_t._ Throughout the o Increasing and improving destinations (grocery, park, school, shopping) within o comfortable
City s review and decision process, members etk e

of the public have an opportunity to write
comments, attend hearings, and give verbal
comments. The public can also speak directly
to elected of cials to express their thoughts
and comments on the Assessment Report.
We hope that by having robust engagement
opportunities and direct collaboration
throughout the process, public comments to
the EPC and Council will be well informed
and constructive.

o Improving the aesthelic urban environment vio public art, architecture, and appropriate lighting
Is there something we missed? (Please specify):

Ongoing CPA activities:
https://cpa.abg-zone.com/
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2. COMMUNITY CONTEXT

This section provides a brief overview of
some key characteristics of the Central
Albugquerque Community Planning Area,
especially as they differentiate the area from
other CPAs and the City of Albuquerque as a
whole.

2.1 Area Description

Central Albuquerque serves as the cultural
and economic center of the city. The area
includes the current city center of Downtown
Albuquerque and the original city center of
Old Town, both surrounded by residential
neighborhoods. The many neighborhoods
of this district boast some of the areas
earliest settlements, the roots of which

can still be seen today through the unique
range of design, layout, and architecture

of community spaces. This diversity has
sustained many different residential and
mixed-use neighborhoods that host many
activities and community celebrations
throughout the Central ABQ CPA.

Mixed use developments with retail, lodging,
dining, and of ce activities are located

along signi cant roadways, including

Central Avenue, Broadway Boulevard, and
Rio Grande Boulevard. These roads serve

as important thoroughfares connecting

several of the neighborhoods, including
Downtown, Old Town, West Old Town,

and South Broadway. Many Central ABQ
neighborhoods have smaller activity centers,
including Sawmill, Old Town, and Barelas.

Many of the city s museums, cultural facilities,
and entertainment venues are located

within the Central ABQ CPA, including

large institutions such as the ABQ BioPark
(Zoo, Aquarium, and Botanical Gardens),

the National Hispanic Cultural Center, and
the Albugquerque Convention Center. These
venues appeal to local residents and visitors
from the world over. Catering to a more local
scene, the Central ABQ CPA offers a variety
of smaller entertainment venues, theaters,
dance clubs, and art galleries. Natural
attractions include open space along the Rio
Grande, multi-use trails through the Bosque,
and a collection of well-established parks
and green space.

With proximity to the railroad and interstate
highways, the Central ABQ CPA is also
home to a large number of industrial and
manufacturing businesses that continue to
serve regional demands for products like
food, beer, and industrial goods.

Community members value the rich history,

mix of uses, proximity to services and
amenities, vibrant collection of cultural
activities, and compact urban form of the
Central ABQ CPA.

Pedestrian-friendly urban scale

Mix of land uses and proximity of
residential and non-residential uses
Street level retail/commercial activity
Building fronts at sidewalk in many
areas

Architectural style and building scale
re ecting the historical era of each
neighborhood

Historic adobe architecture, e.g.,
Old Town, Barelas, San Jose, South
Broadway

Victorian architecture of the railroad
era neighborhoods, e.g., Huning
Highland, Raynolds Addition, Old
Town

Rural landscapes in West Old Town

Central ABQ - Community Planning Area Assessment Draft - January, 2024
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2.2 Demographics

Approximately 24,000 people live in the
Central ABQ CPA, making up about 4% of
the Albuquerque population. The population
of this area is holding fairly constant, while
the number of households is increasing. This
suggests that the number of individuals living
together in a single household is decreasing.

Around 60% of residents age 25 and over
have at least some college education,
including nearly 40% with Associates
degrees or above. In comparison, about

70% of all Albugquerque residents have some
experience in higher education. Just under
20% of adults in the Central ABQ CPA do not
have a high school diploma or GED.

As shown in Figure 6, over 40% of residents
in the Central ABQ CPA identify as White
Hispanic/Latino. Those identifying as

White Non-Hispanic/Latino represent
approximately 27% of the population. About
4% of residents identify as American Indian/
Alaska Native, close to 3% identify as Black,
and 1% identify as Asian/Paci c Islander.
Finally, over 20% of the Central ABQ CPA
population identify as Other which is de ned
as anyone who self-identi ed as a race other
than those listed in Figure 6.

FIGURE 5. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
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FIGURE 6. POPULATION BY RACE AND ETHNICITY

25%

Educational Attainment

aa 19%

F 22%

Population by Race and Ethnicity

Black

FIGURE 4. POPULATION BY AGE AND GENDER

e

b5

and Qver

Population by Age and Gender
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Male ®Female

3,000

3,500

4,000 4,500 5,000
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A majority of homes in the Central ABQ CPA In the Central ABQ CPA, about 27% of
are rentals, accounting for approximately households live below the poverty line

58% of housing. Housing affordability is (approximately $29,000 a year), which is
typically measured by the percentage of nearly double the rate for Albuquerque
income that a household spends on housing. overall (14%). Approximately 68% of
Households that spend more than 30% of households in the Central ABQ CPA earn
their household income on housing are less than $50,000 a year (cumulative % of
considered to be cost-burdened. Based household incomes between less than

on this threshold, approximately 43% of $15,000 and $49,000). Less than 20% of
households in Central are cost-burdened. households earn more than $75,000 annually.
In Albuquerque overall, less than a third

of homeowners and less than half of rental View more demographic data on the Central
homes are spending more than 30% of their ABQ CPA Story Map.

income toward housing costs.

FIGURE 7. HOUSING AFFORDABILITY FIGURE 8. HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Housing Affordability
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2.3 History

Communities throughout the Central ABQ
CPA have been shaped by distinct cultures
that continue to impact the ever-evolving
character of this area. This region has

been inhabited for thousands of years by
indigenous communities who continue to

in uence the areas cultural landscape. The
Native Pueblo people who still maintain their
sovereign tribal lands in and around the area
have hunted, gathered, and cultivated food

Caption: Sanborn Map of Albuquerque 1891, Source:
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division

along the Rio Grande Valley for millennia.
More speci cally, the Central Albuquerque
area is located on the unceded lands of the
Tiwa people, whose descendants include the
Sandia and Isleta Pueblos.

Following Spanish recolonization in the
1600s, the land was further transformed by
more intensive agricultural practices and
haciendas that bene ted from access to the
Rio Grande and the north-south EI Camino
Real trade route. Spanish business and
residential development were centralized
around the Old Town area, but surrounding
communities now incorporated into the City
of Albuquerque, like Barelas, San Jose, and
Martineztown, also supported signi cant
commercial and residential activity.

Migration into New Mexico increased
markedly after the United States annexed
the territory after the Mexican American War
(1846-1847).

Development further accelerated after the
transcontinental railroad arrived in the 1880s.
The areas population increased rapidly as
workers moved here to |l the many jobs
associated with the Rail Yards, one of the
only steam engine repair shops west of the
Mississippi. The Rail Yard restructured the
areas s economy as Albuquerque overtook
the Town of Bernalillo to the north as the

Community Context a

major center of trade. During the Railroad
Era (1882-1920), growth was especially
focused along the rail line and prompted
the establishment of platted neighborhoods
like New Town (now Downtown), Huning
Highlands, and South Broadway, the latter
of which housed a signi cant African
American community in Albuquerque in the
early 1900. Beginning in 1903, the Sawmill
neighborhood was home to one of the
largest working sawmills in the southwestern
US and further spurred residential growth
and commercial development in the
surrounding neighborhoods, including Wells
Park and West Old Town. Except during war
time, the sawmill was a bigger employer than
the rail yards until it closed in 1945.

Through the rst half of the 1900s, residential
subdivisions replaced agricultural elds,
central commercial district activities

intensi ed, and industrial operations were
launched to satisfy regional needs. The
introduction of US Route 66 along Central
Avenue, nuclear atomic research, and US
post-war demographic changes were major
factors contributing to the city s population
growth and similarly strengthened the
importance of the central Albuquerque core
as a commercial and activity hub.

Nevertheless, the growing dominance of
automobiles moved residential development

Central ABQ - Community Planning Area Assessment Draft - January, 2024



from the city center to the suburbs. During
the second half of the 1900s, development
and local economies in the Rio Grande
Valley were signi cantly impacted by the
construction of the interstate system and
large arterial roadways, which incentivized
development outside of the city center.
Interstate 25 and Interstate 40, which were
constructed to cross the city north and
east of Albuquerque s Downtown, not only
rerouted travel away from the city center
and US Route 66, but also divided historic
communities by demolishing existing
residential neighborhoods and displacing
many long-time inhabitants. As industry
and residential activity moved outward, the
importance of the central business district
steadily declined. Over time, many Central
Albuquerque neighborhoods became
increasingly perceived as blighted from loss
of business activity and economic decline.

In 1968, Albuquerque received $25 million
for what would become known as the
Tijeras Urban Renewal Project. Covering
182.6 acres in and near downtown, this plan
focused on the neighborhoods north and
northeast of the central business district
Tijeras Avenue, north to Lomas Boulevard
and east to Broadway Boulevard. A major
facet of the plan was the rehabilitation of
suitable single-family units and construction
of high-density housing developments on
cleared property. Resident reaction to these

'|'|
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Caption: Downtown Albuquerque 1885 1st Street, Source: New Mexico Dlgltal Collections

disruptive proposals was swift and negative,
with mounting pressure placed on the city
government to change their plans. This was
largely due to wrongful assumption that a
neighborhood slated for demolition was a
slum rather than a community comprised
of some run-down homes and others
well-maintained, all built at the turn of the
century. Although unable to stop the push
for renewal, the well-organized communities
of South Martineztown and later Sawmill
petitioned the City for self-determination.
Both communities were able to reshape
and leverage the imposed redevelopment
for the bene t of both homeowners and
renters within these communities. During the
1980s and 1990s, the City invested in public
and institutional attractions (e.g., museums,
cultural and science centers) that were part of

Community Context a

a broader economic redevelopment strategy
for the core of the city.

Community members worked with the City
to develop special regulations for historic
district and sector development plans to
address speci ¢ community character.
These regulations have been carried over
as Historic Protection Overlay (HPO) zones
and Character Protection Overlay (CPO)
zones when the City adopted the Integrated
Development Ordinance in 2017. These
regulations have worked to stabilize, protect,
and preserve historic neighborhoods in the
Central ABQ CPA, along with designating
many of these areas as Registered Historic
Districts, such as 4th Street in Barelas. In
fact, 5 of the 7 Albuquerque HPOs are in
the Central ABQ CPA. (CPOs and HPOs are

13
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summarized in Section 5. See Figure 19 for
a map of HPOs and Figure 26 for a map of
CPOs in the Central ABQ CPA))

Enhancing the city as it grows and

changes is a complex, ongoing process.
There are continuing efforts to invest in
public infrastructure (e.g., Metropolitan
Redevelopment Plans, ART, MainStreet
Initiatives). Public and institutional attractions
(e.g., museums, parks, city-owned land) have
become more intentional about serving local
residents as well as tourists and minimizing
negative impacts on existing neighborhoods.
Together, these investments represent a
commitment to revisit awed urban renewal
efforts, strengthen existing communities, and
positively contribute to the health and overall
vibrancy of the Central ABQ CPA.

Public/institutional attractions
(museums, parks, city-owned land)
Public investment (infrastructure, ART,
Redevelopment Area Plans)

Private investment/development
Perception of crime/safety
Population growth

Mix of land uses and proximity of
residential and non-residential uses

.. _ . :

Caption: Alvarado Transportation Center

Community Context a
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3. AREA PROFILE

3.1 Community ldentity

Albuquerque is home to distinct and vibrant historical neighborhoods that support

a wide range of urban, semi-urban, and rural lifestyles that re ect the unique history,
culture, and environment of the region. This section provides a general overview

of Community Identity for the Central ABQ Community Planning Area (CPA) and
provides related assets and challenges based on community input. Look for programs,
projects, and policies in Sections 4, 5, and 6.

3.1.1 ACTORS, PLANS, AND
PROGRAMS

CABQ Of ce of Neighborhood
Coordination (ONQ)

Neighborhood Association Websites
Neighborhood Sign Program
Zoning Hearing Examiner

CABQ Of ce of Civic Engagement

One Albuquergue Volunteers

CABQ Department of Arts & Culture

Special Event Permitting
CABQ Public Art Program

CABQ Of ce of Equity & Inclusion
Equity Toolkit and Reports

CABQ Of ce of Native American Affairs

CABQ Of ce of Immigrant & Refugee Affairs
CABQ Of ce of Black Community Engagement

Caption: Central Avenue looking East

The Area Pro le describes aspects of the Central ABQ CPA, organized by the ten elements
of the Comprehensive Plan. Generally, these sections provide background on the current
conditions, along with summaries of assets and opportunities identi ed by the community.
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https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/neighborhood-websites
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/resources/neighborhood-sign-program
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/zoning-hearing-examiner
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-civic-engagement
https://www.oneabqvolunteers.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture/event-permits
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture/public-art
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/equity-toolkit-reports
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/about-office-of-equity-inclusion/native-american-affairs
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/about-office-of-equity-inclusion/immigrant-refugee-affairs
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/about-office-of-equity-inclusion/black-community-engagement

3.1.2 SNAPSHOT

The Central ABQ CPA encompasses the
heart of Albuquerque. Today s development
continues to be in uenced and shaped by
the deep historical and cultural roots of this
community, from the rst settlements of the
Tiwa people in the 1200s to the 17 Spanish
estancias set up along the Camino Real. By
the 1680s, the founding of OIld Town in
1706, the arrival of the railroad in 1880 that
shifted the focus from agricultural to industry
in New Town to urban renewal in the 1950s
to the 1970s.

Caption: OId Town Luminaries

Love our
neighborhoods

and mix of |
cultures

O

Caption: Input Received During Community Engagement

city center

Assets

Great neighborhoods

Long-time residents

Close to downtown

Walkable areas

Great parks and community events
Central Avenue

History and mix of cultures

Art and culture

Proximity to Rio Grande and Bosque

Opportunities

Crime and public safety

Safe places and activities for kids
More neighborhood connections
More neighborhood events and
activities

Housing solutions and services to
address homelessness

More art and murals

Historic preservation
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As the Central ABQ CPA team engaged local
community members, residents expressed
love for their individual neighborhoods and
the broader Albuquerque community, its
history, cultural diversity, community spaces,
multi-generational families, and public

art. During public engagement, people
frequently identi ed the deep cultural and
historical roots as features that shape this
community s identity. Ties to history re ect
a source of pride and contribute to a strong
sense of place. People in residential areas
also frequently mentioned landscaped
elements and the importance of the
proximity to the city center and its many
amenities as key assets.

o 7] .
Caption: Tiguex Park Tricentennial Celebration
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3.1.3 CENTRAL ABQ CPA NEIGHBORHOODS

The Central Albuquerque CPA is home to the original city centers of Albuquerque Old Town and New Town, as well as many of the
areas other early settlements. Today, many of these neighborhoods share common assets and opportunities while they maintain their
own history and unique character.

FIGURE 10.CENTRAL ABQ CPA - NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS
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3.1.3.1 Old Town

Formally established in 1706, Old Town
remains a center of historic traditional adobe
buildings and is one of Albuquerques top
destinations, attracting visitors from near and
far. San Felipe de Neri Church and the Old
Town Plaza sit at the center of this walkable
area, now encircled by shops, galleries, and
restaurants. Several of the city s museums
(Albuquerque Museum of Art and History,
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and
Science, Explora Science Center) contribute
signi cantly to city cultural and educational
programs and are situated along the edges
of Old Town. These cultural venues can

be reached by foot from the plaza. Tiguex
Park is a popular green area that provides
recreational space alongside the museums
and historic homes. Central Avenue and Rio
Grande Boulevard de ne the western and
southern boundaries of Old Town.

3.1.3.2 West Old Town

West Old Town is located directly west of
Rio Grande Boulevard, bounded by the
Rio Grande, Central Ave, and I-40. Several
parcels have not been annexed by the
City and these properties remain part of
Bernalillo County. Much of this area is

still used for agriculture, with a signi cant
number of parcels are zoned R-A (Rural
and Agricultural). This zoning helps the
area retain its semi-rural character. Single-
family homes predominate, including both
historical and newer homes often located
in several gated communities. But there is
one state and one federal multi-unit housing
project and several manufactured home
communities. Commercial services stretch

Caption: OIld Town Shops

along the corridors that form the southern
and eastern borders of the neighborhood,
Central Avenue and Rio Grande Boulevard
respectively. This neighborhood enjoys
relatively high access to nature, including the
ABQ BioPark and Botanic Garden and direct
access to the Bosque trails along the river.
Other community resources and amenities
include one elementary school (Reginald
Chavez), the West Old Town Park, and the
Albuguerque Museum. The Duranes Ditch,
built during the founding of Old Town, and
the Zearing Lateral are two active acequias
that run north-south through the West Old
Town neighborhood, delivering water to the
remaining small farms, adjoining properties,
and the shade trees along their path.

Area Profile a

3.1.3.3

Downtown

Directly to the west of Downtown lies the
Downtown Neighborhood Area (DNA). This
area is compiled of a number of registered
historic districts, including Fourth Ward,
Eighth and Forrester, Watson, Orilla De

La Acequia, and Manzano Ct., as well as
unregistered historic areas. The DNA is
noted for its architecture, which includes a
great variety of small, simple, and attractive
housing types built between 1880 and 1930.
Many of these homes are scaled-down
versions of styles popular in the period
between 1901 and 1930. Ongoing plans
envision Downtown as a pedestrian-friendly
streetscape united by consistent signage,
lighting, and urban trails that connect
Downtown to Old Town and surrounding
neighborhoods. Built after the arrival of the
railroad in the 1880s, Downtown is an inviting
walking environment, due in part to the
smaller-scale city blocks, relatively narrow
streets, and an array of attractions such as
art galleries, restaurants, and entertainment
venues. City efforts continue to encourage
revitalization through a push for mixed-

use development. Recent residential and
commercial growth is bringing new life to the
area with higher density, multi-unit dwellings
and a grocery store.

19
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3.1.34 Barelas

The Barelas neighborhood is a mix of
single-family and multi-family dwellings

with family-owned and operated businesses
concentrated along Fourth Street, which
forms the backbone for the neighborhood.
The South Fourth Street Historic District was
part of the historic Route 66 alignment in
the 1920s and became a thriving commercial
corridor in the decades that followed. Many
of the historic features of the neighborhood
were lost due to the decline of the railroad
industry, the construction of the Interstate
highway system, and the urban renewal
program that removed many historic homes
in South Barelas. Additionally, construction
of Civic Plaza on Fourth Street between
Marquette and Tijeras interrupted the 4th
Street thoroughfare that had historically
provided a continuous north - south route
through Albuquerque.

Several popular local attractions are located
within the Barelas neighborhood the ABQ
BioPark Zoo, Tingley Park, the Albuquerque
Rail Yards, the National Hispanic Cultural
Center, and the Albuquerque Hispano
Chamber of Commerce. These assets
attract visitors, businesses, and rst-time
residents to the Barelas neighborhood.
Recently, the Barelas community began
work on the 4th Street Great Blocks Project,
focused on restoring economic vitality to the
neighborhood.

3.1.3.5 Huning Highlands

The historic Huning Highlands neighborhood
is very walkable, with homes and businesses
fronting the tree-lined streets. This residential
area has easy access to Downtown, Interstate
25, and the University area via Central and
Lead/Coal Avenues. Originally developed as
single-family homes in the late nineteenth
century, Huning Highlands as seen the
conversion of many larger homes into
apartments and rental properties. The areas
advantageous location, increased density,
unique historic style, and mature tree-lined
streets are attracting increased investment
and restoration.

The area along Central Avenue and
Broadway Avenue within Huning Highland
is known as East Downtown (EDo). EDo
was established to support the business
community in close collaboration and
cooperation with the surrounding residential
neighbors. EDo's primary focus is economic
revitalization. The construction of adjacent
interstates (I-25 and 1-40) and accelerated
auto-oriented growth farther from the
Downtown core pulled businesses and
residents away from the area in the 1950s.
The highway continued to serve as a
barrier to redevelopment for decades.

The EDo neighborhood now boasts a live/
work, mixed-use urban environment, and
redevelopment efforts now concentrate

on walkability, adaptive reuse of existing
buildings, and the development of vacant
lots.

Caption: Barelas Park Dedication

sty
R I

Area Profile
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https://barelas.net/barelas-mainstreet/

3.1.3.6 South Martineztown

South Martineztown has a distinct history of
community collaboration, notably creating a
grassroots process that successfully stopped
the relocation of South Martineztown
residents during the urban renewal program
of the 1970s. The neighborhood is home to
family and senior public housing units for all
income levels. In the past 50 years, South
Martineztown has been transformed from a
blighted area, a Federal disaster area, and a
Superfund site into a vibrant, mixed-income,
walkable residential neighborhood adjacent
to the Downtown core. Martineztown

Park is part of the National Park System
along the Camino Real. The Acequia

Madre Crossing and three major public art
installations enhance the quality of life in the
neighborhood.

3.1.3.7 Santa Barbara /

Martineztown

Santa Barbara / Martineztown was
established as an agricultural settlement in
the 1850s. The neighborhood center sits
below a mesa ridge where Albuquerque
High School, Embassy Suites, New Heart
Fitness and Health, and TriCore Laboratories
are located. The neighborhood is edged by
Interstate 25 to the east. San Ignacio Catholic
Church sits on a prominent location at the
top of the eastern mesa slope. Despite being
zoned for commerce and light manufacturing
in the 1950s, much of the community still
maintains the look and feel of a small village:
winding streets, small, low houses, and
narrow and irregularly shaped lots. In many

cases, land in the area has been handed
down through generations, tying family,
tradition, and culture to the land. Santa
Barbara / Martineztown residents are working
with the city s Historic Preservation Division
to consider a new Historic Protection Overlay
zone for the neighborhood, with the goal of
protecting historical, architectural, or cultural
assets.

3.1.3.8 Sawmill / Wells Park

Originally farms built on wetlands, the Wells
Park and Sawmill neighborhoods became a
major employment center of industrial and
commercial uses. The neighborhoods also
include housing originally developed for
railroad and sawmill workers. Immediately
north of Old Town and Downtown, the

push for economic development in and
around Old Town, and the establishment

of the City s Museum District have boosted
environmental cleanup, investment, and
revitalization for these neighborhoods. Local
stakeholders (e.g., the Sawmill Community
Land Trust, neighborhood associations,

etc.) initiated many of the residential
development efforts that include affordable
housing and economic opportunities for
low- to moderate-income residents. Today,
this area is a mix of historic homes, artist
studios, breweries, and small businesses.
More recent investments in both the Sawmill
and Wells Park neighborhoods are attracting
a signi cant number of tourists and new
residents to the area.

-

Caption: Sawmill Market
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3.1.3.9 South Broadway

South Broadway is located in the
southeastern portion of the Central CPA
boundary adjacent to the Rail Yard site.
Properties in South Broadway are mainly
homes, small businesses, and more intense
commercial and industrial parcels at the
southern end of the neighborhood. Adding
to the rich cultural diversity, in the early
1900s, South Broadway was home to the
city s largest African American community.
During this time the neighborhood was
primarily working class, and residents were
employed by the railroad shops or the iron
foundry located along the railroad tracks
near Commercial Street and Paci ¢ Avenue.

The South Broadway Cultural Center

serves as an event and exhibit resource for
community members and artists in the area.
Previously a small storefront and library,

it was redeveloped in 1994 to replace

the storefront with an artistic center for
South Broadway. The famous John Lewis
Theatre now hosts a variety of events, and
the Community Room serves as a popular
community meeting space.

3.1.3.10 San Jose

San Jose is located at the southern boundary
of the Central ABQ CPA boundary, east of
the railroad. The San Jose neighborhood

is characterized by single-family homes

to the north and east, and larger parcels

with commercial and industrial business at
the southern end of the community. The
prolonged concentration of industrial sites,
some of which are still active, has created

public health issues. Air and groundwater
contamination concerns warranted the
designation of two federal Superfund

sites in the area. These challenges have
contributed to distrust of government

but have also strengthened resolve and
community connections. San Jose residents
have advocated for area improvements
related to affordable housing, infrastructure
improvements, and creating spaces within
the community that can serve as destinations
for local residents.

3.1.3.11 Huning Castle

The Huning Castle neighborhood was
initially platted in 1928. It was developed
around Albuquerque s second Country Club
between Old Town and New Town, and
south of Central Avenue. This neighborhood
boasts broad, tree-lined streets and elegant
homes, several of which have been accepted
to the National Register of Historic Places for
their ne design. The neighborhood enjoys
easy access to the river and parks, along

with landmarks such as the ABQ BioPark
Zoo, Tingley Beach, and Albuquerque Little
Theater. Huning Castle hosts one of the City s
annual Christmas Eve luminaria displays.

3.1.3.12 West Park

The West Park neighborhood is bounded

to the north and west by Central Avenue

and encompasses the Albuquerque Country
Club to the south. The small residential area
was platted in the late 1920s. Most of the
housing in this neighborhood was built in the
1930s and 1940s after the Middle Rio Grande

Area Profile a

Conservancy District (MRGCD) completed a
drain and dam system on the Rio Grande to
reduce ooding. The neighborhood includes
a mix of single-family homes, duplexes, and
courtyard apartments along the northern
and western edges of the golf course.

The neighborhood also includes historic

US Route 66 (Central Avenue) and the Rio
Grande, which positions this neighborhood
in walking distance of many city amenities,
including the river, BioPark, Tingley Beach,
and Old Town. The historic 1937 El Vado
Motel was recently redeveloped to include a
taproom, micro retail, and apartments. While
recent new development and redevelopment
initiatives in the area are welcomed by
neighborhood residents, they are also
concerned with increased use of street
parking in the West Park neighborhood.

3.1.3.13 Raynolds Addition

The Raynolds Addition sits between Huning
Castle on the east and Downtown on the
West. The neighborhood enjoys established
trees, many nearby parks (e.g., Robinson
Park, Bennie Hargrove Park, Tingley Beach,
Rio Grande Park, and the ABQ BioPark).
Beginning in the 1990s, an activated
Raynolds Neighborhood Association began
a push for community revitalization by
painting murals, planting xeric gardens,
helping redesign the formerly named
Washington Park (how Bennie Hargrove
Park), and adding a new neighborhood
entrance. The Neighborhood Association
also staffs the bike valet at the seasonal
Downtown Grower s Market.
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3.2 Land Use

3.2.1 ACTORS, PLANS, &
PROGRAMS

Boards & Commissions
Albuquergue City Council
Development Hearing Of cer
Environmental Planning Commission
Landmarks Commission

Zoning Hearing Examiner

CABQ Planning Department
Albuqguergue / Bernalillo County (ABC)
Comprehensive Plan

Albuguergue Geographic Information
System (AGIS)

Case Tracking & Research

Code Enforcement

Development Review Services

Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO)
IDO Interactive Zoning Map

Caption: Affordable Housing Development on 2nd Street

The types and designs of land uses in uence the ways the community members experience

a place, from shaping housing options to growing economic opportunities and impacting
environmental quality. The Comp Plan shapes growth using a Centers and Corridors framework.
New development and redevelopment will be encouraged in existing centers and connected

by a strong transportation network. The Centers and Corridors framework encourages a range
of vibrant places with varying activity intensity and development densities with development
appropriately scaled to protect existing single-family neighborhoods and rural areas.

CABQO Department of Municipal
Development (DMD)

CABQ Of ce of Neighborhood
Coordination (ONQ)

o . . ) . ) Neighborhood Association Websites
Within this framework, land use decisions are regulated by zoning code, contained in the Neighborhood Sign Program

Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO). The Centers & Corridors and zoning within Central Zoning Hearing Examiner
ABQ are summarized in the following pages. They are described in more detail in the policy
analysis (Part 5 of this report).
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https://www.cabq.gov/clerk/boards-commissions
https://www.cabq.gov/council
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/development-hearing-officer#:~:text=DHO Hearing Monitor Angela Gomez,3946 or agomez%40cabq.gov
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/environmental-planning-commission
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-commission
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/zoning-hearing-examiner
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/agis-maps
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/case-tracking-research
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/code-enforcement-zoning
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services
https://ido.abq-zone.com/
https://cabq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=53bf716981b14d25a31e7a2549c2d61b
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/neighborhood-websites
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-neighborhood-coordination/resources/neighborhood-sign-program
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/zoning-hearing-examiner
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment/our-department

3.2.2 SNAPSHOT

Two Activity Centers  Old Town and
Bridge/4th in Barelas are intended to
provide convenient day-to-day services at a
neighborhood scale. There are 3 designated
Main Street Corridors in the Central

ABQ CPA are: Central Avenue, Broadway
Boulevard, and Fourth Street.

Main Street Corridors allow higher building
density and a greater intensity of land use
to accommodate retail space, of ces, and
services in addition to residential uses.
Outside of the Centers and Corridors,
residential uses predominate, but there are
substantial industrial uses clustered along
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF)
railway as well as Interstate 25 and Interstate
40 (I-25 and 1-40). Remnants of the City s
agrarian base (44 acres covered by rural
and agricultural designated parcels) can
still be found in the northwestern corner of
the Central ABQ CPA in the West Old Town
neighborhood. These spaces augment the
expanse of green space found in the areas
parks and open space. A map of Center

& Corridors in the Central ABQ CPA is
provided in Section 5.

Assets

Urban center

Historic center

Parks & open space
Mixed-use
Development density

Opportunities

In Il development of surface parking
lots and vacant properties

Density to support live / work / eat /
shop areas

Improved parking standards
Reduced industry impact

During community engagement, Central
ABQ CPA community members celebrated
the areas walkability, convenient location,
and mix of uses while feeling challenged

by City planning processes and restrictions.
Community members prioritized mixed-use
and in Il development that honors existing
residential areas and better connects all uses
through multimodal transportation options.
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FIGURE 11. LAND USE CATEGORY PERCENTAGE

LAND USE CATEGORY

01 | Low-density Residential
02 | Multi-family

03 | Commercial Retail

04 | Commercial Services
05 | Office

06 | Industnial

07 | Institutional / Medical
08 | Educational

10 | Transportation

11 | Agriculture

12| Parks and Open Space
13| Drainage

14 | Vacant

15| Utilities

16 | Cornmunity

0% 5% 10% 15%

PERCENT OF CENTRAL CPA AREA
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FIGURE 12. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - LAND USE
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FIGURE 13. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - ZONING
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3.3 Transportation 3.3.1 ACTORS. PLANS. &

PROGRAMS

CABQ Department of
Municipal Development

(DMD)

Vision Zero Action Plan
Neighborhood Traf ¢ Management
Program

Capital Implementation Program (CIP)
ADA Transition Plan

Municipal Development Projects Map

Mid Region Council of
Governments (MRCOG)

Mid Region Metropolitan Planning
Organization

Transportation Improvement Program
ADA Transition Plan

Connections 2040 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP)

Rio Metro Rail Runner

CABQ Transit Department
(ABQ RIDE)

Routes & Schedules

City Parks
Dog Parks
Bikeways & Trails Facility Plan

Open Space Maps

Connections between the places where residents live, work, play, and learn is key to enhancing
quality of life. What's needed in terms of transportation infrastructure and services depends

on the population and demographic make-up of different areas, the types and mix of land

uses, and lifestyle choices, all of which change over time. This section provides an overview of
Transportation in the Central ABQ CPA, reviews related assets and challenges, and includes
community input on this element.

New Mexico Department of

Transportation (NMDOT)
Active Projects

Bernalillo County Public Works

‘ CABQ Parks & Recreation
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https://www.dot.nm.gov/
https://www.dot.nm.gov/
https://www.dot.nm.gov/projects/active-projects/
https://www.cabq.gov/transit/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/transit/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/transit/routes-and-schedules
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/101/About
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/101/About
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/233/Metropolitan-Planning-Organization
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/233/Metropolitan-Planning-Organization
https://documents.cabq.gov/americans-with-disabilities-act/city-of-albuquerque-americans-with-disabilities-act-plan-update-draft-report.pdf
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/264/Metropolitan-Transportation-Plan
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/264/Metropolitan-Transportation-Plan
https://www.cabq.gov/transit/modes-of-transportation/riding-the-rail-runner
https://www.bernco.gov/public-works/about-the-public-works-division/
https://www.cabq.gov/vision-zero
https://www.cabq.gov/neighborhood-traffic-management-progra
https://www.cabq.gov/neighborhood-traffic-management-progra
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment/our-department/capital-implementation-program
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/parks/city-parks
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/parks/dog-parks
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/adopted-longrange-plans/BTFP/Final/BTFP FINAL_Jun25.pdf
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/facilities-map

3.3.2 SNAPSHOT

The Central ABQ CPA has a wide variety
of transportation options bus, train,
automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian in
addition to easy access to the city airport.
Developed before the automobile, Central
ABQ was originally built as a compact and
easily walkable district and has maintained
that character over time.

The transportation network grew from
traditional waterways and unpaved roads for
pedestrians and wagons in the 18th century,
to bicycles, trolleys, and railways in the 19th
century, into a network that accommodated
motorized vehicles in the twentieth century.
Overall, the combined pre- and post-railroad
development styles have resulted in a

mix of slow moving, narrow and irregular
streets in many historic village areas that

are amenable to pedestrians, and broad,
fast-moving traf ¢ corridors responsive to
auto-oriented traf c or train service. Located
at the southeastern edge of Downtown,

the Alvarado Transportation Center is an
existing multimodal transit hub that provides
connections to ABQ Ride, as well as Amtrak,
the Rail Runner Express, and Greyhound bus
services.

Caption: Alvarado Transportation center

Assets

Multi-modal possibilities

Great connections between travel
modes

Walkable neighborhoods

Bicycle friendly areas

Low traf c speeds in areas

Opportunities

Better ADA compliance

Design for pedestrian safety
Reduced traf c noise and speeds
Better/ more crosswalks
Additional bicycle safety elements
Better signage

Area Profile a

During the engagement process, walkability
ranked among the most commonly
mentioned assets in the Central ABQ CPA,
followed by bicycle access. The community
views safe and accessible pedestrian
infrastructure as a strength and a priority

for a welcoming downtown, boosting the
local economy, supporting public safety,
and enhancing parks and open space. The
community expressed concerns about safety,
and security when walking in some areas
and requested more destinations so that
more people walking would provide safety
in numbers, increasing a sense of safety and
deterring undesirable activity.
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FIGURE 14.CENTRAL ABQ CPA - BIKEWAY & TRAIL FACILITIES
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FIGURE 15. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - TRANSIT STOPS AND STATIONS
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FIGURE 16. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - 1/4 MILES ACCESS TO TRANSIT
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3.4 Urban Design

3.4.1 ACTORS, PLANS, &
PROGRAMS

Boards & Commissions
Albuquergue City Council - Appeals
Development Process Manual Executive
Committee

Environmental Planning Commission
Landmarks Commission

Zoning Hearing Examiner

Development Hearing Of cer

CABQ Planning Department
Albuguerque / Bernalillo County (ABC)
Comprehensive Plan

Code Enforcement

Development Process Manual (DPM)
Interactive Development Ordinance (IDO)

CABQ Department of
Municipal Development

(DMD)

Capital Implementation Program (CIP)

311 Community Contact

Center
311 app

Mid Region Council of
Governments (MRCOG)

Long Range Transportation System
The design of buildings, roads, green space, and infrastructure contribute to the health and Guide

well-being of a community. A healthy community is safe, comfortable, and has economic vitality.

This section provides an overview of Urban Design in the Central ABQ CPA, reviews related

assets and challenges, and includes community input on this element.
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https://www.cabq.gov/clerk/boards-commissions
https://www.cabq.gov/council/appeals-of-land-use-decisions-to-the-city-council
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/development-process-manual-executive-committee
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/development-process-manual-executive-committee
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/environmental-planning-commission
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-commission
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/zoning-hearing-examiner
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/development-hearing-officer
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/code-enforcement-zoning
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/development-process-manual/DPM-2020-06-02_signed.pdf
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/
https://www.cabq.gov/311
https://www.cabq.gov/311
https://www.cabq.gov/abq-apps/city-apps-listing/abq311
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/512/Long-Range-Transportation-System-Guide
https://www.mrcog-nm.gov/512/Long-Range-Transportation-System-Guide
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment
https://www.cabq.gov/municipaldevelopment/our-department/capital-implementation-program

3.4.2 SNAPSHOT

The network of roads, irrigation ditches,

and landscape established in pre-industrial,
agricultural communities are still visible in the
current layout of the areas lots and buildings.
Industry accelerated the subdivision of
farmland into newly platted yet still walkable
neighborhoods in the late 1800s.

Auto-oriented development in the mid-
1900s shifted the pattern to larger blocks
and businesses that oriented along corridors,
especially along Central Avenue, 4th Street,
Broadway Boulevard, and Rio Grande
Boulevard. The Central ABQ CPA lost

many of the businesses and residents, but
retained the character remnant of the pre-

Caption: Rio Grande Park

Assets

Density

Walkability (Scale)

Location

Mixed use

Easy access to parks & open
space

Opportunities

Tree canopy along streetscapes/ urban
forestry elements

Link between density and the
walkability of a neighborhood

Safer and more walkable streets
Appropriate scale and design
Additional public art

Area Profile

industrial neighborhoods. Several of these
neighborhoods, including Old Town, Sawmill,
and Barelas, have maintained much of their
walkable scale and development patterns.

During community engagement, residents
emphasized walkability as a priority, in
keeping with the small city feeling.
Improved personal security and safety were
among the most commonly mentioned
opportunities for improvement, as well as
the need for more and better destinations.
Suggestions included more commercial,
residential, and mixed-use development,
higher density, increased building height,
and promoting more cultural corridors. Other
common themes included: more tree canopy
along streets and increased maintenance
and clean-up of developed spaces like

parks. Residents noted the importance of
new and maintained streetscapes and the
distinct development character of downtown
buildings.
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3.5 Economic Development
3.5.1 ACTORS, PLANS, &

PROGRAMS

CABQ Economic

Development Department
Small Business Of ce

ABQ 66

Economic Development Incentives

CABQ Metropolitan
Redevelopment Agency (MRA)

Redevelopment Areas
Redevelopment Incentives

New Mexico MainStreet

311 Community Contact

Center
311 App

CABQ Planning Department
Interactive Development Ordinance (IDO)
Business Registration

Code Enforcement

CABQ Department of

Arts & Culture
Rail Yards Market

Each CPA has unigue assets, businesses, and industries that contribute to the character of
its neighborhoods, provide employment, and offer goods and services to residents and
visitors. There are also many programs and organizations throughout the city dedicated to
entrepreneurship and workforce development. This section provides an overview of Economic
Development in the Central ABQ CPA, reviews related assets and challenges, and includes
community input regarding this element.

Albuquerque Fire Rescue (AFR)
ADAPT Program
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https://www.cabq.gov/economicdevelopment
https://www.cabq.gov/economicdevelopment
https://www.cabq.gov/economicdevelopment/small-business
https://www.cabq.gov/economicdevelopment/news/city-announces-201cabq-66201d-campaign-to-promote-historic-central-corridor
https://www.abqedd.com/cabq-economic-incentives/
http://https://www.cabq.gov/mra
http://https://www.cabq.gov/mra
https://www.cabq.gov/mra/redevelopment-areas
https://www.cabq.gov/mra/incentives
https://www.nmmainstreet.org/
https://www.cabq.gov/fire/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/fire/adapt-program
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://abq-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/business-registration-information
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/code-enforcement-zoning
https://www.cabq.gov/311
https://www.cabq.gov/311
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture
https://railyardsmarket.org/

3.5.2 SNAPSHOT

The Central ABQ CPA has a high
concentration of economic activity, with more
than three jobs for every housing unit. The
Albuquerque Downtown area is a regional
hub for government, services, and retail
employment. While the Central ABQ CPA is
a hub of economic opportunity, it also has a
high proportion of low-income households.
Nearly half of Central ABQ CPA households
have annual incomes under $30,000. Nearly
30% of the Central ABQ CPA population lives
at or below federal poverty levels, and over
50% of the CPA area is de ned as a part of

a Pocket of Poverty, or an area with at least
10,000 people or 10% of a city s population
where at least 70% of residents have incomes
below 80%of the Area Median Income (AMI).

Caption: Rail Yards Market

Assets

Diversity of local food establishments,
retail businesses, breweries, and
distilleries

Growing Im industry production and
training

Walkability

Rail Yards activities

Opportunities

More direct collaboration between
businesses and the city
Redevelopment opportunities
Employment and training
opportunities

Retall space available for more
businesses to locate Downtown
Available buildings, surface parking
lots, and vacant lots

Shopping and fresh food at the Rail
Yards Market

Better grocery access

City policies, public investments, and other
strategic tools are intended to help support
the local economy and create opportunities
for current residents and future growth. The
Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency (MRA)
creates public-private partnerships aimed at
providing opportunities for local residents
and businesses to thrive. (Metropolitan
Redevelopment Areas are discussed in
Section 4 and 5). The Rail Yards is home to

Area Profile

the popular weekend Rail Yards Market, has
been used asa Im location, and is planned
to be the Central New Mexico Community
College Media Academy headquarters.

In addition to the many locally-serving
facilities, such amenities as the City s BioPark
with 4 facilities Zoo, Aquarium, Botanic
Garden and Tingley Beach area attract
more than 1.5 million visitors each year and
is the top-visited tourist destination in New
Mexico. The National Hispanic Cultural
Center and Albuquerque Convention Center
are also cultural resources that draw visitors
to the area.

Residents would like Economic Development
initiatives that include collaborative problem-
solving with support for local solutions, e.g.
encouraging and helping local businesses.
Community members made various
suggestions of activating community by
increasing mixed-use in |l that would support
additional family-friendly destinations and
address affordable housing issues. Despite
the recent upgrade and addition to grocery
options, there were various calls for more
grocery and growers market opportunities.

In particular, the South Broadway and Barelas
neighborhoods have limited full-service
grocery options.
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FIGURE 17. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA+ DEVELOPABLE LAND
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3.6 Housing

e
"

2

Every CPA has a unique mix of existing housing types and needs. This section provides an
overview of housing within the Central ABQ CPA, reviews related assets and challenges, and
includes community input on this element.

Area Profile a

3.6.1 ACTORS, PLANS, &
PROGRAMS

Albuquerque Housing Authority
AHA Housing Development Corporation (AHA-
HDCQC)

CABQ Family and Community
Services Department (FCS)

Community Development Programs and Services
Consolidated Housing Plan

Community Needs Assessment

Homeless Services Division

Affordable Housing Committee

New Mexico Mortgage

Finance Authority
Housing Assistance

LIHTC Program Overview
Quali_ed Allocation Plan

Albuquerque Affordable
Housing Coalition (AAHC)

CABQ Planning Department
Interactive Development Ordinance (IDO)
Code Enforcement

CABQ Department of Senior
Affairs

Homewise
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https://abqha.org/
https://abqha.org/ahahdc/
https://abqha.org/ahahdc/
https://homewise.org/
https://www.cabq.gov/family
https://www.cabq.gov/family
https://www.cabq.gov/family
https://www.cabq.gov/family/transparency/consolidated-plans-and-amendments
https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/documents/221107_abq-housing_needs-assessment_final.pdf
https://www.cabq.gov/family/services/homeless-services
https://www.cabq.gov/family/transparency/meeting-minutes-agendas/affordable-housing-committee
https://housingnm.org/
https://housingnm.org/
https://housingnm.org/new-mexico-homeowner-assistance-fund
https://housingnm.org/developers/lihtc
https://housingnm.org/uploads/documents/QAP_2019_Updated_Final_for_Posting_-_12-27-2018.pd
https://albuquerqueaffordablehousingcoalition.org/
https://albuquerqueaffordablehousingcoalition.org/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://abq-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/code-enforcement-zoning
https://www.cabq.gov/seniors
https://www.cabq.gov/seniors

3.6.2 SNAPSHOT

Single-family detached units comprise
more than half of the housing stock within
the Central ABQ CPA. Overall, the Central
Albuquerque area has a higher number

of renters (59%) than home owners (41%),
with over 55% of all renters and 25% of
homeowners paying more than 30% of their
income on housing costs.

While some residents greatly appreciated the
mix and variety of historic homes and multi-
family residences in the area, community
members identi ed increased rents, high
home prices, rising home maintenance

costs, and gentri cation as top priorities.
Community members also cited an overall
lack of housing, indicating a need for a

Caption: Existing ousing'

aptlon: xisting Apartment Rentals

Assets

A variety of residential types and scales
Varying architectural styles

Historic homes

Mixed-use

Opportunities

Reuse vacant parcels

Convert parking to multi-family
residences

Redevelop vacant and abandoned
homes and buildings

Address rising housing costs

Help cost-burdened households
Encourage multi-generational living
arrangements

Area Profile a

variety of housing options, permanently
affordable housing, and greater housing
stability for the unhoused. Community
members pointed to vacant properties and
parking lots in the area as potential sites for
new housing development.

Nationally there is growing interest in
converting properties to short-term rentals,
such as Air BnBs, which may reduce the
overall housing supply. The City Council
recently considered imposing caps on short-
term rentals, but the proposed legislation
(©-23-69) did not pass. Concerns about the
effects on affordability and displacement
continue to be raised.
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https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6013982&GUID=BF36E577-1D15-4153-9AD1-ADB5C6804D4E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=short+term+rental

3.7 Parks & Open Space

Parks, open space, and trails provide recreational opportunities, a space for community
gatherings, environmental bene ts, and generally, healthier neighborhoods and communities.
Each CPA has a unique relationship to parks and open space, from large-scale natural settings
and trail systems in some areas to reduced access and investment in others. This section
provides an overview of Parks & Open Space in the Central ABQ CPA, reviews related assets
and challenges, and includes community input on this element.

Area Profile

3.71 ACTORS, PLANS, &
PROGRAMS

CABQ Parks & Recreation
Parks Management

Open Space Division

Aquatics

Recreation

Bikeways & Trails Facility Plan
Esperanza Bicycle Safety Education
Center

Featured Projects

Volunteer Opportunities

Park Pop-up Program

Albuqguerque Public

Schools
Facilities Usage Procedures

Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District

39

Central ABQ - Community Planning Area Assessment Draft - January, 2024


https://www.mrgcd.com/
https://www.mrgcd.com/
https://www.aps.edu/
https://www.aps.edu/
https://www.aps.edu/community/facility-rentals
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/our-department
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/parks
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/recreation/swimming
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/recreation
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/adopted-longrange-plans/BTFP/Final/BTFP%20FINAL_Jun25.pdf
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/recreation/bike/esperanza-bicycle-safety-education-center
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/recreation/bike/esperanza-bicycle-safety-education-center
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/featured-projects
https://www.oneabqvolunteers.com/agency/?q=city+departments&cat;_id=&distance;=&zip;=&name;=&partners;=&county;=&s=1
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/parks/neighborhood-park-activate

3.7.2 SNAPSHOT

Community members identi ed parks and
open paces as one of Central ABQ CPAs
greatest assets. Over 25 parks, including
two dog parks, of various sizes are spread
throughout the CPA and cover about 10%
of the land area. The ratio of developed
parkland (115 acres) to population is about
4.8 acres per 1,000 people. When compared
to the other 11 CPAs, the Central ABQ CPA
ranks the highest for the percentage of
people (97%) living within a 10-minute walk
of a city park.

Central Albuquerque area parks are
administered by the City Parks and
Recreation Department. The Rio Grande
Valley State Park, which runs along both

Caption: Downtown Growers Market

Caption: Max amirez Park

Assets

Large and small parks scatter through
neighborhoods

Access to Bosque Trails

Dog parks

Green space in an urban environment

Opportunities

Additional green space
Tree planting

Increased park maintenance
Restrooms in parks

£
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sides of the river, is part of the Albuquerque
Open Space and offers miles of paved

and unpaved multi-use trail corridors that
connect neighborhoods along the Bosque. A
mix of paved and unpaved trails also connect
local communities to the BioPark, Tingley
Park, and the National Hispanic Cultural
Center. In addition to capital projects, the
Parks Department offers programs to provide
the community with access to park resources.
For example, the Park Pop-Up Program
invites neighborhood groups, associations,
non-pro ts, and educational institutions to
initiate community-led recreational, arts,
culture, and educational programming in
City parks.

Many public comments mentioned
protecting, improving, and expanding park
and open space assets. Residents have
requested additional pocket parks and green
space in designated drainage areas, dog
parks, skate parks, splash pads, and picnic
areas. Safety was a noted concern in some
locations, with walking trails and Dennis
Chavez park repeatedly mentioned as places
that felt unsafe. Many of these concerns
related to the presence and activities of the
unhoused population residing in the Central
ABQ CPA, along with residents voicing
support for additional transitional housing
options and mental health services dispersed
throughout the city to address this issue.
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FIGURE 18. CENTRAL ABQ CPA - ACCESS TO PARKS AND OPEN SPACE FACILITIES
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3.8 Heritage Conservation

Albuquerque has a diverse history and culture, re ected in the numerous heritage sites,
cultural services, and archaeological resources. This section provides an overview of Heritage
Conservation in the Central CPA, reviews related assets and challenges, and includes
community input on this element.

Area Profile

3.8.1 ACTORS, PLANS, &
PROGRAMS

CABQ Planning Department
Albuquerque / Bernalillo County (ABC)
Comprehensive Plan

Case Tracking & Research

Code Enforcement

Historic Preservation Division

Historic Protection Overlay Zones
Interactive Development Ordinance (IDO)
IDO Interactive Map

CABQ Department of Arts

& Culture
CABQ Public Art Program
Special Event Permitting

State of New Mexico Historic

Preservation Division
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Trail
Association (CARTA)
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https://nmhistoricpreservation.org/
https://nmhistoricpreservation.org/
http://www.caminorealcarta.org/
http://www.caminorealcarta.org/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://compplan.abq-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/case-tracking-research
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-commission/historic-preservation
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-commission/historic-protection-overlay-zones
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture/public-art
https://www.cabq.gov/artsculture/event-permits/special-event-permitting-resources

3.8.2 SNAPSHOT

The Central ABQ CPA has a rich and diverse
heritage that is evident in the architecture,
development patterns, and the strong

tie residents have to the land. Heritage
conservation consists of all actions that help
preserve the city s inherited cultural resources
from damaging change. Conserving the
signi cant, long celebrated heritage

within the Central ABQ CPA strengthens
residents sense of identity and emphasizes
connections between the past and future,
thereby contributing to a sense of place.

Community residents repeatedly described
how their neighborhood directly re ected
the history of the area, especially with regard
to the areas unique historic architecture,
buildings and 