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I.  INTRODUCTION 

Request  

The request is for EPC review and comment regarding the Community Planning Area (CPA) 

Assessment Report for the Central ABQ CPA. The Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report is the 

product of a 2-year long planning effort that included extensive research and public engagement efforts 

(see appendicies to the assessment report).  

 

The Central ABQ CPA is one of the 12 Community Planing Areas (CPAs) that the Comprehensive 

Plan established for the City. The Central ABQ area is bounded generally by located generally south 

of Interstate 40, north of Woodward Rd., east of The Rio Grande, and west of Interstate 25. The CPA 

area consists of approximately 5,387 acres.   

 

Environmental Planning Commission (EPC) Role 

Pursuant to IDO section 14-16-6-2(E)(3)(f), the EPC has an advisory role in the Community Planning 

Area (CPA) Assessments. The EPC’s task is to review and comment regarding the CPA reports; the 

EPC’s findings are subsequently transmitted to the City Council. Pursuant to IDO 14-16-6-3(E)(7), 

the assessments shall be forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance. This is a legislative 

matter.   

 

Background 

CPA assessments are intended to provide opportunities to generate community-based 

recommendations for new and/or revised policies for the Comprehensive Plan, new and/or revised 

regulations for the Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO), and new and/or revised projects or 

partnerships with implementing City Departments and other partner organizations.  

 

IDO section 14-16-6-3(E) - Community Planning Area Assessments, establishes parameters for CPA 

assessments, which shall inform updates and amendments to planning policies, zoning regulations, 

technical standards for infrastructure, and capital improvement priorities. The IDO requires that CPA 

assessment recommendations by the EPC that are accepted by the City Council be included in updates 

to ranked plans and the IDO on an ongoing basis.  

 

Though the CPA Assessments are intended to inform updates and amendments to the Comprehensive 

Plan and the IDO, the assessments themselves are not a part of the Ranked planning system. The 

Comprehensive Plan is the Rank 1 Plan, Facility Plans are Rank II Plans, and Rank III Plans still 

consist of Master Plans and Resource Management Plans (RMPs).  

 

Council Bill No. R-20-27 (Enactment No. R-2020-70) established the order of CPA assessments for 

2021-2025 (see attachment). The Near Heights area was listed as the first CPA in the first year (2021), 

followed by the Southwest Mesa CPA, and then the Central ABQ CPA. This bill also established a 

capacity building process for 2020; however, the Spring 2020 public health emergency changed how 

the CPA assessments were to be conducted. The Resolution went into full effect in July 2020, without 

the Mayor’s signature.   
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Council Bill No. R-22-42 (Enactment No. R-2022-061, see attachment) rescinded R-20-27, which had 

established the order of CPA assessments based on needs analysis. The public health emergency 

beginning in the Spring of 2020 fundamentally changed how the CPA assessments were conducted; 

community engagement could not be done in-person and gathering was not advisable. Therefore, the 

start date for the CPA assessments was changed from June 2020 to February 2021.  

The Council directed the Planning Department to conduct (or have a consultant conduct) the CPA 

assessments for 2022 (year one) in the following order between 2021 - 2027: Near Heights (accepted 

by City Council in 2023), Southwest Mesa (accepted by City Council in 2023), Central ABQ (under 

review by the City in 2023/24), East Gateway (ongoing in 2023/24), West Mesa, Northwest Mesa, 

Near North Valley, North I-25, Mid Heights, Foothills, North Albuquerque, Mesa del Sol. 

II. ANALYSIS of APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND REGULATIONS 

Citations are in regular text; Staff analysis follows in bold italics. 

State of New Mexico  

The Constitution of the State of New Mexico allows municipalities to adopt a charter, the purpose of 

which is to provide for maximum local self-government (see Article X, Section 6 - Municipal Home 

Rule). The City of Albuquerque is a home rule municipality and has the authority to adopt a 

comprehensive plan as granted under Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 9 NMSA 1978 (3-19-9 NMSA 

1978) and by the City Charter.  

The Central ABQ CPA Assessment process helps to formulate and shape Comprehensive Plan Goals 

and policies particular to the Central ABQ Area. The resulting Goals and policies will be 

subsequently incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan as amendments.  

Charter of the City of Albuquerque  

The Citizens of Albuquerque adopted the City Charter in 1971. Applicable articles include: 

Article I, Incorporation and Powers 

The municipal corporation now existing and known as the City of Albuquerque shall remain and 

continue to be a body corporate and may exercise all legislative powers and perform all functions not 

expressly denied by general law or charter.  Unless otherwise provided in this Charter, the power of 

the city to legislate is permissive and not mandatory.  If the city does not legislate, it may nevertheless 

act in the manner provided by law.  The purpose of this Charter is to provide for maximum local self-

government.  A liberal construction shall be given to the powers granted by this Charter.  

Conducting the Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessment process, producing a report, 

and subsequently updating the Comprehensive Plan to incorporate new Goals and policies, 

is an act of maximum local self -government that is consistent with the purpose of the Charter.  

 

Article IX, Environmental Protection 

The Council (City Commission) in the interest of the public in general shall protect and preserve 

environmental features such as water, air and other natural endowments, ensure the proper use and 

development of land, and promote and maintain an aesthetic and humane urban environment.  To 

affect these ends the Council shall take whatever action is necessary and shall enact ordinances and 
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shall establish appropriate Commissions, Boards or Committees with jurisdiction, authority and staff 

sufficient to effectively administer city policy in this area. 

The CPA Assessment process, the CPA reports, and future related Comprehensive Plan updates will 

help protect and enhance quality of life for Albuquerque's citizens by helping to promote and 

maintain an aesthetic and humane urban environment and ensure the proper use and 

development of land. Commissions, Boards, and Committees will have up-to-date guidance to 

better administer City policy to benefit the residents.  

 

Article XVII, Planning 

Section 1. The Council is the city's ultimate planning and zoning authority, including the adoption and 

interpretation of the Comprehensive Plan and the Capital Improvement Plan. The Council is also the 

city's ultimate authority with respect to interpretation of adopted plans, ordinances, and individual 

cases. 

 

Section 2. The Mayor or his designee shall formulate and submit to the Council the Capital 

Improvement Plans and shall oversee the implementation, enforcement, and administration of land 

use plans. 

The acceptance of the CPA Assessment Reports, which inform future Comprehensive Plan updates, 

is an instance of the Council exercising its role as the City's ultimate planning and zoning authority. 

Future updates will help inform the Mayor and the Council about community priorities that can 

tie into future Capital Improvement Plans.  

 

III. INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (IDO)     

IDO 14-16-6-3(E) - Community Planning Area Assessments, describes the purposes of the CPA 

Assessments and establishes parameters for how they are conducted. CPA Assessments shall inform 

updates and amendments to planning policies, zoning regulations, technical standards for 

infrastructure, and capital improvement priorities.  

 

The Assessments are not part of the system of Ranked City Plans, but recommend changes to those 

plans on a regular basis. Subsection 14-16-6-3(E) contains seven criteria regarding the CPA 

Assessments, as follows:  

 

1. 6-3(E)(1) The Planning Director shall create a regular, rotating schedule to research, study, and 

analyze each CPA at least once every 5 years. 

 

The Central ABQ CPA is the third CPA process to be conducted, in accordance with Council 

Bill No. R-22-42.  

 

2. 6-3(E)(2) The assessments shall analyze each CPA based on performance measures established by 

the ABC Comp Plan, as amended, to reflect evolving conditions, trends, and desired outcomes to 

reflect the unique status of each CPA while also allowing comparison of objective data across the 

city. 
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The Central ABQ CPA Assessment report includes performance measures established by the 

Comprehensive Plan for each chapter (see 14.3.2- Comp Plan Metrics). Metrics for the Central 

ABQ CPA are found in Appendix A.  

 

3. 6-3(E)(3) The City Office of Neighborhood Coordination (ONC) shall be involved in each 

assessment to ensure adequate notification, representation, and participation of Neighborhood 

Associations. 

 

Part 4 of the Central ABQ Assessment Report (Projects & Programs) mentions ONC 

involvement, particularly with respect to neighborhood walks and tree planting programs. The 

engagement reports (Appendix B) identify coordination with ONC and neighborhood 

associations as part of engagement. 

 

4. 6-3(E)(4) Each assessment shall include visits and interactions with residents, property owners, 

businesses, neighborhood associations, business associations, and other stakeholders in each CPA. 

 

Public engagement is a key component of the Central ABQ CPA assessment process. Staff 

conducted many engagement activities in the Central ABQ CPA. The planning team was invited 

to community meetings to present and facilitate activities, conducted outreach at neighborhood 

association meetings, Albuquerque Public School activities, and staffed booths at community 

events throughout the assessment process. 

 

5. 6-3(E)(5) Each assessment shall reflect the history, special places, character, and capital needs of 

each CPA. 

 

Parts 2 of the Central ABQ Assessment Report discusses the area’s history and special places, 

such as Old Town, the Sawmill District, Barelas, and Downtown. The area’s character is 

discussed in Part 3 - Area Profile. Capital needs are identified by topic as challenges that need 

to be addressed. 

 

6. 6-3(E)(6) At least every 5 years, based on the data, analyses, and findings of the assessments, the 

Planning Director shall recommend updates and amendments as relevant and necessary to the Rank 

1 ABC Comp Plan, as amended; Rank 2 Facility Plans; Rank 3 Plans; the IDO; or the DPM. See 

also Subsection 14-16-6- 4(D)(4) for the annual IDO update process. 

 

Any new policies particular to the Central ABQ Area are identified as part of the CPA 

Assessment process and, after the appropriate update process, will be included in 

Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4.3 - City Community Planning Areas.    

 

7. 6-3(E)(7) The Planning Director shall report the findings and recommendations from each 

assessment to the EPC for review and recommendation to the City Council. Assessments shall be 

forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance. Staff shall prepare resolutions and/or 

ordinances to accompany the assessment that will implement the findings and recommendations 
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of the assessment for the consideration of the City Council. City Council shall review for adoption 

any associated resolutions and/or ordinances. 

 

The Central ABQ CPA Assessment report contains recommendations that will be provided to 

the EPC for review and recommendation to the City Council, which will review any associated 

legislation prepared by Staff as part of accepting the report.   

IV. ALBUQUERQUE & BERNALILLO (ABC) COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  

ABC Comprehensive Plan   

The first ABC Comprehensive Plan was prepared in 1975 with resident assistance in response to rapid 

growth after 1960. It included both policies and maps designating open space areas, six “metropolitan” 

areas (with prescribed housing density ranges), and urban centers. The most recent update to the ABC 

Comprehensive Plan was completed and adopted by City Council in March of 2017. The current ABC 

Comprehensive Plan is the general plan for Albuquerque and Bernalillo County, providing a course 

of action for urban conservation and development and for environmental management.  

 

Community Planning Areas (CPA) were first developed during a City planning effort in 1995. A 

resulting map from this planning effort resulted in a map outlining distinct Community Identity Areas 

which were adopted into the Comprehensive Plan in 2003. As of the 2017 ABC Comprehensive Plan 

Update, CPA boundaries were revised to better match U.S. Census Tracts, making it more efficient to 

gather demographic, employment, and commuting data and to track growth trends over time. The CPA 

assessment process serves as a type of wellness check based on the 10 elements of the Comprehensive 

Plan (see section 3.1 – 3.10 below) and is designed to accommodate all areas of the city, learning from 

each and extending the benefits to all. The Central ABQ CPA Report being reviewed as part of this 

request meets the intent of the ABC Comprehensive Plan to develop new Goals and Polices based on 

community input and feedback. 

 

Central ABQ Issues by ABC Comprehensive Plan Chapter 

Part 3 – Area Profile of the Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report correlates to each chapter in the 

Comprehensive Plan. Each section within Part 3 provides background on the current conditions, along 

with summaries of assets and opportunities for each element identified by the community. 

 

3.1- Community Identity (Comp Plan Chapter 4) 

This section offers an overview of community identity in the Central ABQ CPA. The Central ABQ 

CPA boundary encompasses numerous distinct communities, landscapes, and special places that shape 

its identity. 

The Central ABQ CPA continues to be influenced and shaped by long standing historical and cultural 

roots, from the first settlements of the Tiwa people in the 1200’s to the 17 Spanish estancias set up 

along the Camino Real. Residents expressed love for their individual neighborhoods and the boarder 

Albuquerque community in terms of its history, cultural diversity, community spaces, multi-

generational families, and public art. Ties to history reflect a source of pride and contribute to a strong 

sense of place. 
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3.2- Land Use (Comp Plan Chapter 5) 

This section offers an overview of land uses within the Central ABQ CPA boundary. Central ABQ 

CPA encompasses the highest concentration of designated Centers and Corridors, including the 

Downtown Center, which is intended to have the highest concentration of employment, commercial, 

and residential activities;  two Activity Centers (Old Town & Bridge/4th Street) intended to provide 

convenient day-to-day services at neighborhood scale; and three designated Main Street Corridors 

(Central Ave., Broadway Blvd., and Fourth Street) that allow higher building density and a greater 

intensity of land uses to accommodate retail space, offices and services in addition to residential uses. 

Community members celebrated the area’s walkability, convenient location, and mix of uses. Many 

residents prioritized mixed-use and infill development that honors existing residential areas but that 

also better connects all uses through multimodal transportation options. 

3.3- Transportation (Comp Plan Chapter 6) 

This section offers an overview of transportation in the Central ABQ CPA. The Central ABQ was 

originally built as a compact and easily walkable district and has maintained that character over time 

through its abundance of transportation options – bus, train, automobile, bicycle and pedestrian. 

During the engagement process community members viewed safe and accessible pedestrian 

infrastructure as a strength and a priority for maintaining a welcoming downtown, boosting the local 

economy, supporting public safety and enhancing parks and open space. 

3.4- Urban Design (Comp Plan Chapter 7) 

This section offers an overview of Urban Design in the Central ABQ CPA. The area’s historical pre-

industrial network of roads, irrigation ditches, and landscape are still visible in the current layout 

within the Central ABQ CPA boundary. Auto-oriented development in the mid-1900’s shifted the 

pattern to larger blocks and businesses that oriented along corridors, especially Central Avenue, Fourth 

Street, Broadway Boulevard, and Rio Grande Boulevard. During community engagement, residents 

suggested that more commercial, residential and mixed-use development at higher densities are very 

desirable. Other common themes included more tree canopy along streets and the importance of new 

and maintained streetscapes and the distinct development context of downtown buildings.  

3.5- Economic Development (Comp Plan Chapter 8) 

This section offers an overview of economic development in the Central ABQ CPA. The area has a 

high concentration of economic activity, with more than three jobs for every household unit. However, 

the Central ABQ CPA also has a high proportion of low-income households with nearly half of all 

households earning an annual income under $30,000. More direct collaboration between businesses 

and the city, redevelopment efforts, and employment and training services topped the list of 

opportunities when talking to local residents. Residents would like to see Economic Development 

initiatives that include activating community by increasing mixed-use infill development that would 

support new family-friendly destinations and address affordable housing issues.  
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3.6- Housing (Comp Plan Chapter 9) 

This section offers an overview of housing in the Central ABQ CPA. While single-family detached 

units comprise more than half of the housing stock within the Central ABQ CPA area, it also has a 

higher number of renters (59%) than homeowners (41%). During community engagement efforts, 

residents identified increased rents, high home prices, rising home maintenance costs, and 

gentrification as top priorities. Opportunities cited included reuse of existing vacant land parcels, 

converting parking lots to multi-family residences, and encouraging more access to multi-generational 

living arrangements. 

3.7- Parks & Open Space (Comp Plan Chapter 10) 

This section offers an overview of parks and open space in the Central ABQ CPA. Parks are a well-

loved feature of the Central ABQ CPA and are listed among the community’s best assets. Over 25 

parks, including dog parks, of various sizes are spread throughout the CPA and cover about 10% of 

the land area. Public comments mentioned protecting, improving and expanding park and open space 

assets. Safety was also noted as a concern by residents primarily along walking trails. Residents within 

the Central ABQ CPA would also like to see additional green space developed, tree planting and 

improved park maintenance.  

3.8- Heritage Conservation (Comp Plan Chapter 11) 

This section offers an overview of heritage conservation in the Central ABQ CPA. The area has a rich 

and diverse heritage that is evident in the architecture, development patterns, and strong tie residents 

have to the land. The Central ABQ CPA contains ten registered Historic Preservation Districts, 

fourteen Landmarks, and one-hundred and eight Registered Historic Places which are regulated by 

five Historic Preservation Overlay Zones and seven Character Protection Overlay Zones (see Figure 

19 and Appendix A of the Central ABQ CPA report for more details). During community engagement 

residents urged ongoing support for existing annual cultural events and the addition of new culturally 

related events. Residents also placed a focus on acknowledgement of unique community character 

elements such as acequia and ditch thoroughfares, along with programs and initiatives to help facilitate 

repairs and renovation of structures and residences.   

3.9- Infrastructure, Community Facilities, and Services (Comp Plan Chapter 12) 

This section offers an overview of infrastructure, community facilities, and services in the Central 

ABQ CPA. The Central ABQ is served by a robust combination of amenities and services such 

including community, senior and health and social service centers, museums, pools and sports related 

facilities to name a few. Many residents also appreciated the diversity of local events and entertainment 

at places such as the BioPark, Old Town Plaza, Rail Yards, and Tingley Beach. However, residents 

also noted crime and improved services for the unhoused population as opportunities for improvement 

along with a need for upgrades to existing infrastructure to accommodate infill and redevelopment 

efforts.  
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3.10- Resilience and Sustainability (Comp Plan Chapter 13) 

This section offers an overview of resilience and sustainability in the Central ABQ CPA. Interactions 

between resilience and sustainability affect a community’s overall health and long-term ability to 

adapt. These issued influence community wellbeing, resiliency, and overall sustainability. Community 

members noted a range of priorities related to the heat island effect and pollution during the public 

engagement process. Green space offers a respite to heat and pollution and residents noted that existing 

green space within the Central ABQ CPA could support more trees along sidewalks and roads. 

Additionally, area flooding, industrial contamination, and general environmental pollution were also 

frequently noted as concerns. Residents expressed strong support for additional green infrastructure 

and sustainable resource management throughout the Central ABQ CPA boundary.  

V.  PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  

Outreach Overview 

Public engagement strategies were designed to offer a range of opportunities throughout the 

assessment process for input, discussion, and consensus-building around the Comp Plan Elements, 

community priorities, and planning topics (Appendix B of the Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report 

contains a summary of stakeholder and public engagement efforts).  

Phase 1 - Assets & Opportunities 

An online “pre-assessment survey” was administered from January through June 2022 and received 

75 responses. The brief survey asked respondents to identify their top three priority topics from the 

ten elements in the comprehensive plan and asked for clarification of priorities, reasons, and 

suggestions. Parks & Open Space was listed most frequently when respondents listed their top three 

priorities. However, when asked to name their number one priority in the second question, Housing 

was named with the highest frequency, followed by Community Identity. 

Two formal kick off events were held in late June 2022, with approximately 150 community members 

participating in one in-person and one virtual session. Discussions helped to identify positive qualities 

of the area: things that brought enrichment, things that benefited the community, or places community 

members love and want to preserve. Discussions also helped identify qualities and places that need 

improvement and support.  

In total, the kick off events produced more than 500 community comments were collected and 

summarized. The largest number of comments applied to Economic Development, which also had the 

largest number of negative responses. It is notable that for Community Identity and Heritage 

Conservation, there were more Assets identified than Opportunities, indicating these are aspects of the 

community viewed most favorably.  

Phase 1 engagement continued through February of 2023. The planning team was invited to 

community meetings to present and facilitate activities, conducted outreach at neighborhood 

association meetings, and staffed booths at community events. Between Phases 1 and 2 of the 

community engagement process, Planning Staff reached out to each neighborhood association 

contact(s) per the list provided by the Office of Neighborhood Coordination. Scheduling of meetings 

attended corresponded with each association’s monthly meeting schedule.  
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From July 2022 through February 2023, the Central ABQ CPA engaged stakeholders at the following 

types of events: 

School Events/APS Community Events 

- Eugene Field Elementary School Mobile 

Food Pantry 

- Longfellow Open House 

- Albuquerque High School Open House 

- Homework Diner @ Longfellow 

- Lew Wallace Elementary Craft Fair 

- Downtown Grower’s Market 

- Barelas Community Coalition Annual 

Pool Party 

- Block party for Downtown NA 

- Back to School Event- Civic Plaza- 

Citywide Event 

- Forrester Street Halloween Event 

- PNM Resource Fair 

- City Leaders Presentation 

 

Community Centers Community Walks 

- Plan Van @ Jack Candelaria Community 

Center 

- Barelas Senior Center 

- Dennis Chavez Community Center 

- Teen Night @ Herman Sanchez 

 

- Community Walk @ Jack Candelaria 

- Community Walk @ El Dorado Bakery 

- Community Walk @ Herman Sanchez 

 

Flyering and Tabling Events Non-Governmental Organizations 

- South Broadway neighborhood CPA 

assessment flyers 

- Plan Van @ Parks/ 3rd S. San Jose 

- Plan Van @ San Jose Park 

- Plan Van @ Sanchez Tacos 

- Plan Van @ Sol Grocery Market 

- Plan Van @ Dan and Broadway 

 

- Laundry of Love 

- Crossroads for Women 

- Together 4 Brothers @ Working 

Classroom 

- 3 Sisters/ Grower’s Market 

- First bilingual Baptist church 

- San Jose Parish (bulletin) 

 

 

From February 2023 through August 2023, the Central ABQ CPA engaged stakeholders at the 

following types of events: 

Non-governmental 

• Crossroads for women small group meeting 

• Albuquerque ArtWalk 

• Laundry Love, Broadway Lavanderia 

• Scavenger Hunt 

• Downtown tree event 

• Downtown Growers Market 

  

Neighborhood 
Associations 

• Santa Barbara/Martineztown HPO meeting 

• ABQcore 

• Barelas Community Coalition Annual Meeting 
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Neighborhood 
Associations 
(continued) 

• Barelas NA 

• South Broadway NA meetings 

• EDo NA meeting 

• Downtown NA 

• Raynolds Addition NA 

• Sawmill NA meeting  

• Wells Park NA Annual Meeting 

• West Old Town NA 

• Huning Castle NA  

School events 

• Family unity dinner: Eugene Field Elementary 

• Longfellow kids cook family night 

• Lew Wallace Arts Show 

• Lew Wallace Family Dance 

• E San Jose Elem. Health and Welfare community event  
Community 
centers 

• Barelas Senior Center Tabling 

• Dennis Chavez CC Tabling 

City organized 
events 

• ECHO Downtown Meeting 

• Spring into Summer 

• State of the City 

Additional 
Outreach 

• Por Vida coffee shop - peak hour tabling  

• Flyer distribution (South Broadway NA Monthly Meeting) 

 

Phase 2 - Loop Back and Confirm – Community Priorities 

Following an analysis of public input on assets and opportunities within the Central ABQ CPA area, 

Planning Staff next derived 14 draft community priority statements that included:  Housing, 

Homelessness, Walkability, Bicycle Access, Parks and Open Space, Youth and Senior Programs, 

Abandoned and Neglected Properties, Historic Preservation, Food Access, Public Art, Environmental 

Issues, Traffic, and Public Transit. The community priority statements were next presented to 

community members to confirm and clarify their priorities. The project team developed a 

questionnaire that was used at in person events and in an on-line survey. The questionnaire, which 

included a Likert Scale, was used to assess agreement or disagreement with the priority statements, 

clarify priorities, and to relay additional priorities that may have been missed in previous engagement. 

The survey was made available in English and Spanish and was promoted via the Central ABQ CPA 

mailing list, City Councilor Isaac Benton’s newsletter, Downtown Albuquerque News, Project Echo, 

neighborhood associations, and social media.  

 

In addition to promoting the survey online, Planning Staff also engaged the public at in-person 

community events and discussion groups using a large gridded poster (that included the 14 community 

priority statements) so that stakeholders could directly attach comments and have more in-depth 

discussions to gain a more nuanced understanding of the topics and issues presented by the community. 
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Through Planning Staff’s community engagement efforts, more than 1,500 responses and comments 

were received. The responses indicated a very high level of agreement with the community priority 

statements overall. All of the 14 draft priority statements received more than 50% agreement, while 

none received more than 15% disagreement. Walkability received the highest level of agreement, with 

more than 95% of respondents in agreement. Other top priorities were for the topics of Homelessness, 

Parks and Open Space, Vacant and Abandoned Properties, Historic Preservation, and Youth Programs. 

In addition, Public Safety and Economic Development were noted as high priorities. 

 

Phase 3 - Focus Groups 

Between the weeks of August 14th and August 21st 2023, Planning Staff convened partners from over 

30 other departments, agencies, and organizations, along with members of the public, to meet at 4 

virtual and 1 in person separate focus group sessions. Each focus group was dedicated to a particular 

topic and previous input, relevant data, and maps, were presented on a Miro board. The groups then 

worked to develop feasible actions and recommendations to include in the report. The Miro boards are 

all saved here on the CPA website.  

Focus Group Topics- August 2023 

Transportation & Mobility (Virtual)  August 15th, 2023, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Community & Social Services (In-person) August 17th, 2023, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Environmental Strategies & Green Space (Virtual) August 22nd, 2023, 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Land Use & Development (Virtual) August 21st, 2023, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Cultural & Historic Preservation (Virtual) August 23rd, 2023, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Phase 4 – Final Assessment Report and Formal Action  

From mid-September through early November of 2023, staff wrote and finalized the first draft of the 

Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report. The report was posted online on November 6th, 2023 where 

members of the public could leave comments and respond to suggested recommendations. The draft 

report was also distributed to partnering City Departments and outside agencies for review and 

comment. The online draft received approximately 60 individual comments and detailed edits from 

partnering departments and agencies. Planning Staff worked diligently to incorporate as applicable 

comments and edits into the draft document presented to the EPC for review.  

The Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report Part 4- Projects and Programs highlights existing programs 

that respond to community needs that emerged from the public engagement process. These are: 4.1- 

Economic Development; 4.2- Safe Walking & Biking; 4.3- Public Safety; 4.4- Culture & Heritage 

Preservation; 4.5- Housing Instability & Affordability; 4.6- Environmental Issues; 4.7- Parks & 

Recreation; 4.8- Youth Programs; 4.9- Senior Services. 
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The Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report Part 5- Policy and Regulation Review provides a review 

of policies and regulations as applied in the Central ABQ CPA. Part 5 also includes a review of: 5.1- 

Comprehensive Plan Goals & Policies; 5.2- Implementing Regulations; 5.3- Community Identity 

Policy Matrix for Central ABQ.  

 

The Policy Matrix (5.3) compiles all of the policy recommendations in Parts 4 and 5 of the Report, 

includes section references for each policy and sub-policy, and references to related Comp Plan Goals 

and policies (see Goals & Policies for the Central ABQ above). 

 

Part 6, Table 4 - Action Matrix of the Report is informed by Planning Staff’s community engagement 

efforts over the past year within the Central ABQ CPA area (see Public Engagement section above) 

and is comprised of an action plan that presents location, lead city department or agency, metrics, and 

desired timeframes (see p. 102 of the Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report).  

Opportunities for departmental, agency and community input will continue th from December 2023 

through early 2024, that includes formal consideration by the EPC and City Council. Draft versions 

of this report were posted for public comment as of November 6th, 2023. The draft was promoted via 

was promoted via the Central ABQ CPA mailing list, Councilor Isaac Benton’s newsletter, Downtown 

Albuquerque News, and social media 

VI. IMPLEMENTATION & NEXT STEPS 

ABC Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 14- Implementation Plan  

The Implementation Plan of the ABC Comprehensive Plan contains a framework for implementing 

Comprehensive Plan Goals and policies. Strategic actions and performance measures are also 

included. The performance measures are used to track progress toward Comp Plan goals over time.  

This Chapter also includes a Policy Implementation Action Matrix (Section 14.4) that will be used to 

track progress toward policies for future Comp Plan updates. Table 14-3 contains actions from policies 

in each Comp Plan element chapter (ex. Land Use, Urban Design, etc.).  

Policies for the Central ABQ CPA 

New Comprehensive Plan policies that emerged from the Central ABQ CPA engagement process will 

be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan via resolutions and/or ordinances as specified in IDO 

14-16-6-3(E)(7); Chapter 4.3 of the Comprehensive plan currently contains a “holding bin” for the 

new text (see 4.3.2- Central ABQ).  

Please refer to Part 5 – Policy and Regulation Review, of the CPA Assessment Report. Table 3- Policy 

Matrix (see p. 98) contains the new policies and supportive sub-policies. Seven new policies, particular 

to the Central ABQ Area, are presented. They are:  

1. Promote development and redevelopment that creates complete neighborhoods where people 

can live, work, learn, shop, and play (sub-policies A, B, & C).  

2. Support the highest densities of mixed-use development in designated Centers and Corridors 

(with sub-policies A & B).  
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3. Support public and private projects that prioritize safe, inviting, and convenient walking and 

biking. 

4. Support projects that respect the history and culture of neighborhoods (sub-policies A, B, & 

C). 

5. Encourage projects that activate underutilized land (sub-policies A & B).  

6. Prioritize projects that increase the urban tree canopy, street trees, and green space, particularly 

in areas with significant urban heat island effects, such as streets, surface lots, and vacant 

properties.  

7. Prioritize opportunities to advance environmental mitigation in South Broadway and San Jose 

Neighborhoods (sub-policies A & B).  

For each of the Community Identity policies, Table 3 references sections of the Central ABQ CPA 

Assessment Report that support development of each new policy and lists related Comprehensive Plan 

policies already in place. 

Several Strategic Actions in the Comprehensive Plan apply to the CPA process: Strategic Action 1.1 

calls for Staff to conduct CPA assessments in the City. In Strategic Action 2.1, CPA assessments are 

named as a way to foster coordination between the City and the County and across departments and 

agencies. The Central ABQ CPA process included collaboration between a multitude of City 

department and agencies, and also County departments.  

 

Strategic Action 4.3 calls for evaluation of growth and development in CPAs, which is achieved 

through assessing CPAs every five years by tracking new growth and development, capital spending, 

and health risks (see also Section IV – Central ABQ Issues by Comp Plan Chapter of this Staff report).  

 

Next Steps 

IDO Section 14-16-6-3(E)(7) states that the Planning Director will report the findings and 

recommendations from each assessment to the EPC for review and recommendation to the City 

Council. Assessments shall then be forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance. Policies 

developed for the Central ABQ CPA assessment process will be incorporated into Policy 4.3.2 of the 

ABC Comprehensive Plan.   

 

VII. AGENCY COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 

Agency Comments Received 

Staff received the following comments from the Transit Department: “ABQ RIDE appreciates the 

opportunity to provide comments and engage in the Central ABQ CPA process. The only transit-

related comment is that Page 126 shows a Transit Center on Yale Blvd, and that is an operations & 

maintenance facility, so it probably shouldn’t be identified as a public-facing “transit center.” Planning 

Staff has coordinated with the City’s AGIS Department to update the figure on page 126 of the CPA 

report to address agency comments. 
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Staff received the following comments from Albuquerque Public Schools: “Advise providing a 

contextual background and information on the schools and planning issues pertaining to schools, safe 

routes to school, and school transportation, consistently.” A map of APS Schools within the Central 

ABQ CPA are identified on Figure 41 (page 144) and are discussed within Sections 3.1 – Community 

Identity, 3.9 – Infrastructure, Community Facilities & Services, 4.6 – Environmental Issues, and 4.8 – 

Youth Programs. 

 

Public Comments Received 

The public comments and suggestions included information about various aspects of the city, such as 

the location of a skate park, redevelopment initiatives, cultural institutions, and neighborhoods. They 

also mentioned suggestions for improvement, concerns about cleanliness and safety, and the need for 

stricter street standards. Additionally, there are discussions about parks, transportation, urban design, 

and the revitalization of downtown. The comments highlight the importance of community 

involvement and the desire for a vibrant and inclusive city and have been addressed in the staff report. 

 

VII.  CONCLUSION 

The request is for EPC review and comment regarding the Community Planning Area (CPA) 

Assessment Report for the Central ABQ CPA, located generally south of Interstate 40, north of 

Woodward Rd., east of The Rio Grande, and west of Interstate 25. 

 

The Central ABQ CPA is one of 12 CPAs established by the Comprehensive Plan. The Central ABQ 

CPA Assessment Report is the product of a 2-year long planning effort that included extensive 

research and public engagement efforts. The CPA Assessments, intended to inform updates and 

amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and the IDO, include chapters regarding projects and 

programs and policy and regulatory review.  

 

Staff finds that the request is consistent with the intent of the City Charter and that it furthers a 

preponderance of applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and policies. New policies that emerged from 

the CPA planning process are noted and will be include in Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4.3. 

 

Public engagement strategies offered a range of opportunities for input, discussion, and consensus-

building. Hundreds of Central ABQ residents, business owners, service providers, and community 

leaders participated in the development of this report. 

 

Staff recommends that the EPC forward a recommendation that the City Council accept the Central 

ABQ CPA Assessment Report.   
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RECOMMENDED FINDINGS – PR-2023-009663, January 18, 2024- Central ABQ CPA Assessment 

Report 

 

1. The request is for EPC review and comment regarding the Community Planning Area (CPA) 

Assessment Report for the Central ABQ CPA. The Central ABQ CPA is one of the twelve CPAs 

that the Comprehensive Plan established for the City.  

 

2. The Central ABQ CPA area is bounded approximately by Interstate 40 on the north, Woodward 

Rd. on the south, Interstate 25 on the east, and the Rio Grande on the west. 

 

3. The EPC has an advisory role in the Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessments [Ref: IDO 

14-16-6-2(E)(3)(f)] and is to review and comment regarding the CPA reports. The assessments 

shall be forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance [Ref: IDO 14-16-6-3(E)(7)]. 

 

4. Once the EPC has completed its review of the Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report, and the 

report continues advancing through the review and acceptance process, any additional public, City 

Department or outside agency comments received shall be considered and included (as applicable) 

by City Staff without the need for additional review and consideration by the EPC. 

 

5. CPA assessments are intended to provide opportunities to generate community-based 

recommendations for new and/or revised policies for the Comprehensive Plan, new and/or revised 

regulations for the Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO), and new and/or revised projects or 

partnerships with implementing City Departments.  

 

6. IDO 14-16-6-3(E)- Community Planning Area Assessments, establishes parameters for CPA 

assessments. The IDO requires that CPA assessment recommendations accepted by the City 

Council be included in updates to ranked plans and the IDO annual update at least every five years.  

7. The Albuquerque / Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan and the Integrated Development 

Ordinance (IDO) are incorporated herein by reference and made part of the record for all purposes. 

 

8. The request is consistent with the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, which allows 

municipalities to adopt a charter to provide for maximum local self-government (see Article X, 

Section 6- Municipal Home Rule). The Central ABQ CPA Assessment process helps to formulate 

and shape Comprehensive Plan Goals and policies particular to the Central ABQ CPA Area. The 

resulting Goals and policies will be subsequently incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan as 

amendments.  

9. The request is consistent with the following, relevant Articles of the City Charter:  

A. Article I, Incorporation and Powers:  Conducting the Community Planning Area 

(CPA) Assessment process, producing a report, and subsequently updating the 

Comprehensive Plan to incorporate new Goals and policies, is  an act of maximum 

local self -government that is consistent with the purpose of the Charter.  
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B. Article IX, Environmental Protection:  The CPA Assessment process, the CPA reports, and 

future related Comprehensive Plan updates will help protect and enhance quality of life 

for Albuquerque's citizens by helping to promote and maintain an aesthetic and humane 

urban environment and ensure the proper use and development of land. Commissions, 

Boards, and Committees will have up-to-date guidance to better administer City policy 

to benefit the residents.  

 

C. Article XVII, Planning- Sections 1 and 2:  The acceptance of the CPA Assessment 

Reports, which inform future Comprehensive Plan updates, is an instance of the Council 

exercising its role as the City's ultimate planning and zoning authority. Future updates 

will help inform the Mayor and the Council about community priorities that can tie into 

future Capital Improvement Plans.  

 

10. The Area Profile of the Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report (Part 3) correlates to each chapter 

in the Comprehensive Plan. Each section within Part 3 identifies Actors, Plans, and Programs, 

discusses Assets and Opportunities identified through the community engagement process, and 

presents relevant metrics. 

11. The Central ABQ CPA Assessment Report (Part 5) introduces seven new policies, and several 

new sub-policies, particular to the Central ABQ CPA Area.  These new policies and sub-policies 

will be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 4- Community Identity, Section 4.3.2- 

Central ABQ CPA.  

 

12. IDO 14-16-6-3(E)- Community Planning Area Assessments, establishes parameters for how CPA 

Assessments are conducted. The request fulfills the seven criteria of Subsection 6-3(E), as follows:  

 

A. 6-3(E)(1) The Planning Director shall create a regular, rotating schedule to research, study, 

and analyze each CPA at least once every 5 years. 

The Central ABQ CPA is the third CPA process to be completed, in accordance with 

Council Bill No. R-22-42.  

 

B. 6-3(E)(2) The assessments shall analyze each CPA based on performance measures 

established by the ABC Comp Plan, as amended, to reflect evolving conditions, trends, and 

desires outcomes to reflect the unique status of each CPA while also allowing comparison 

of objective data across the city. 

The Central ABQ CPA Assessment report includes performance measures established by 

the Comprehensive Plan for each chapter (see 14.3.2- Comp Plan Metrics). Metrics for the 

Central ABQ CPA are found in Appendix A.  

 

C. 6-3(E)(3) The City Office of Neighborhood Coordination (ONC) shall be involved in each 

assessment to ensure adequate notification, representation, and participation of 

Neighborhood Associations. 
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Part 4 of the Central ABQ Assessment Report (Projects & Programs) mentions ONC 

involvement, particularly with respect to neighborhood walks and tree planting programs.   

D. 6-3(E)(4) Each assessment shall include visits and interactions with residents, property 

owners, businesses, neighborhood associations, business associations, and other 

stakeholders in each CPA. 

Public engagement is a key component of the Central ABQ CPA assessment process. Staff 

conducted many engagement activities in the Central ABQ CPA. The planning team was 

invited to community meetings to present and facilitate activities, conducted outreach at 

neighborhood association meetings, and Albuquerque Public Schools activities, and staffed 

booths at community events throughout the assessment process. 

 

E. 6-3(E)(5) Each assessment shall reflect the history, special places, character, and capital 

needs of each CPA. 

Parts 2 of the Central ABQ Assessment Report discusses the area’s history and special 

places, such as Old Town, the Sawmill District, Barelas, and Downtown. The area’s 

character is discussed in Part 3 - Area Profile. Capital needs are identified by topic as 

challenges that need to be addressed. 

 

F. 6-3(E)(6) At least every 5 years, based on the data, analyses, and findings of the 

assessments, the Planning Director shall recommend updates and amendments as relevant 

and necessary to the Rank 1 ABC Comp Plan, as amended; Rank 2 Facility Plans; Rank 3 

Plans; the IDO; or the DPM. See also Subsection 14-16-6- 4(D)(4) for the annual IDO 

update process. 

Any new policies particular to the Central ABQ Area are identified as part of the CPA 

Assessment process and, after the appropriate update process, will be included in 

Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4.3- City Community Planning Areas.    

 

G. 6-3(E)(7) The Planning Director shall report the findings and recommendations from each 

assessment to the EPC for review and recommendation to the City Council. Assessments 

shall be forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance. Staff shall prepare 

resolutions and/or ordinances to accompany the assessment that will implement the 

findings and recommendations of the assessment for the consideration of the City Council. 

City Council shall review for adoption any associated resolutions and/or ordinances. 

The Central ABQ CPA Assessment report contains recommendations that will be provided 

to the EPC for review and recommendation to the City Council, which will review any 

associated legislation prepared by Staff as part of accepting the report.   

 

13. The cornerstone of the CPA assessment process is engagement of community members, residents, 

businesses, and other stakeholders. Public engagement strategies for the Central ABQ CPA 

planning effort included a range of opportunities for input, discussion, and consensus-building. 

Hundreds of Central ABQ area residents, business owners, service providers, and community 
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leaders participated in the development of this report and contributed toward the recommendations 

it contains.  

14. As of the writing of the Staff report, Staff received written comments from the Transit 

Department/ABQ Ride and Albuquerque Public Schools (APS). The ABQ Ride comments 

included an amendment to a transit-related diagram that has been updated. APS comments have 

been addressed through the inclusion of a comprehensive listing of APS schools within the Central 

ABQ CPA boundary within Section 3 – Area Profile of the CPA Report. Additionally, information 

regarding APS sites is included in Appendix A, Figure 41 - Infrastructure, Community Facilities 

& Services Metrics of the report. 

 

RECOMMENDATION – January 18, 2024 

EPC forward a recommendation that the City Council ACCEPT PR-2023-009663/SI-2023-

01928, Generally located south of Interstate 40, north of Woodward Rd., east of the Rio Grande, 

and west of Interstate 25. Approximately 5,400 acres, the Central ABQ Community Planning 

Area Assessment Report, based on the preceding Findings and subject to the following 

Conditions of Approval. 

 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL – SI-2023-01928 

 

1. Any necessary clerical corrections to the document, including fixing typos, numbering, and cross 

references shall be made prior to acceptance by City Council. 

 

2. Any necessary changes to the document, including minor text additions, revisions for clarity 

(without changing substantive content), adding cross references, reorganizing content for better 

clarity and consistency throughout, revisions to graphic content for clarity, and updating tables of 

contents shall be made prior to acceptance by City Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicente M. Quevedo, MCRP 

Senior Planner 

 

Notice of Decision cc list: 

List will be finalized subsequent to the January 18, 2024 EPC hearing 
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE AGENCY COMMENTS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Zoning / Code Enforcement 

No comments received. 

Long Range Planning 

No comments received. 

CITY ENGINEER 

Transportation Development Review Services 

Hydrology 

No comments received. 

New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) 

No comments received. 

Department of Municipal Development (DMD) 

No comments received. 

Traffic Engineering Operations (Department of Municipal Development) 

No comments received. 

Street Maintenance (Department of Municipal Development) 

No comments received. 

ABC WATER UTILITY AUTHORITY (ABCWUA) 

No comments received. 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

No adverse comments. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO (PNM) 

No comments received. 

 

ABQ RIDE 

ABQ RIDE appreciates the opportunity to provide comments and engage in the Central ABQ CPA 

process. The only transit-related comment is that Page 126 shows a Transit Center on Yale Blvd, and 

that is an operations & maintenance facility, so it probably shouldn’t be identified as a public-facing 

“transit center.” 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
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Air Quality Division 

No comments received. 

Environmental Services Division 

No comments received. 

 

Parks and Recreation (PRD) 

No comments received. 

 

Open Space Division (OSD) 

No adverse comments. 

 

City Forester 

No comments received. 

 

Police Department/Planning/Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

No comments received. 

 

Comments from Other Agencies 
ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Advise providing a contextual background and information on the schools and planning issues 

pertaining to schools, safe routes to school, and school transportation, consistently. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE METROPOLITAN ARROYO FLOOD CONTROL (AMAFCA) 

 No comments received. 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO 

No comments received. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

No comments received. 

MID-REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION(MRMPO) 

No adverse comments. 

BERNALILLO COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS/TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 
No adverse comments. 

NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NMDOT) 

No comments received. 

PETROGLYPH NATIONAL MONUMENT 

No comments received. 

AVIATION DEPARTMENT  

No comments received. 

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE 

No comments received. 
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View this email in your browser

       We are all One Albuquerque.

Your Community. Your Voice.

Central ABQ Community Planning Area

The Central Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessment Team welcomes you into

the new year! Our work on the Central CPA will continue through 2023, and we hope we’ll

have an opportunity to hear from you.

Where we've been
After starting with our kickoff events in late June, we were in the community at events,
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neighborhood meetings, and public places to reach more of the residents of the Central

CPA. We also had online surveys to learn more about community priorities and specific

places people love and places that need love!

The Central CPA Assessment started with two kick off meetings in June 2022. Total

community attendance at the in-person and virtual events was approximately 150

people!

Where we are now
In January we finished our first phase of community engagement, continuing to focus on

asking folks: What’s working? What needs work? We gathered these Assets and

Opportunities and identified common themes that we heard most frequently.

What we heard
Some of the themes we heard most frequently included:

• A need for more housing.

• The importance of a walkable environment.

• Appreciation of parks but concern about maintenance.

You can read our summary report of our listening and learning here.
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If you want to look at all the individual comments we gathered, they are available on this

online whiteboard for you to review and comment.

Thanks to all who have helped identify
community assets and opportunities!

What's Next?

Our next step will be to get back into the community to confirm community priorities, get a

more detailed understanding of the issues, and find out if we’ve missed anything. Over the

next several months we’ll visit schools, community centers, and neighborhood meetings.

Read the Summary Report

Review Comments
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Help us hear from your community!
You can help us get started by going to this online survey to tell us if we captured the

issues that are a priority for you.

And please let us know if we can visit your group or come to your event to hear from your

community.

Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

ABC-Z Project Team | City of Albuquerque
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Copyright © 2023 City of Albuquerque, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Take the Survey
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       We are all One Albuquerque.

The Central Community Planning Area (CPA)  team is excited to share
what we’ve learned through our community engagement, and to invite you to
join a series of Focus Groups designed to help address community priorities.

Attend Focus Groups!

The Central CPA team will be hosting a series of focus groups in August. These
groups will bring service providers together with the public to provide
information about their services and hold constructive discussions about
strategies to meet community needs. The topics have been chosen to respond to
the priorities and concerns we heard through our public engagement efforts.
We will have 4 virtual and 1 in-person focus groups. Our online groups will have
a zoom meeting link posted to our website the day before.

The Dates and Times for the Focus Groups are:
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Transportation and Mobility

8/15: 2 - 4 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include walkability, traffic safety programs, transportation projects, and

pedestrian safety actions.

Community and Social Services

8/17: 3 - 5 PM (In-person) Crossroads for Women - 239 Elm St. NE

Topics will include youth programs, housing and food assistance, personal wellness

and public safety.

Land Use and Development

8/21: 2 - 4 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include zoning, urban development, and more!

Environmental Strategies and Green Space

8/22: 11 AM - 1 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include air quality, heat island effect, and urban forestry strategies.

Cultural and Historic Preservation

8/22: 11 AM - 1 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include public art, historic preservation, and more!

What we've been doing
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The Central CPA team
has been to dozens of
events and meetings
around the Central
Community Planning
Area. To learn more
about where we’ve been
and what we’ve heard,
read our Phase 2
Engagement Report!

Thank you to everyone who responded to our survey and those who gave us
great feedback at events. We received over 1,000 survey responses and collected
hundreds of written comments at in person events!

Read the Report

See Comments & Survey Results
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We look forward to seeing you at our focus groups.

Have a safe summer!

- Central CPA team

ABC-Z Project Team | City of Albuquerque

505-924-3860 | abctoz@cabq.gov | Project Website

Copyright © 2023 City of Albuquerque, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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       We are all One Albuquerque.

The Central Community Planning Area (CPA)  team is excited to invite
you to join a series of Focus Groups designed to help address community

priorities!

Join us for focus groups this week!

The Central CPA team will be hosting a series of focus groups this week and
next. These groups will bring service providers together with the public to
provide information about their services and hold constructive discussions
about strategies to meet community needs. The topics have been chosen to
respond to the priorities and concerns we heard through our public engagement
efforts. We will have 4 virtual and 1 in-person focus groups. Our online groups
will have a zoom meeting link posted to our website the day before.

The Dates and Times for the Focus Groups are:
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Transportation and Mobility

8/15: 2 - 4 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include walkability, traffic safety programs, transportation projects, and

pedestrian safety actions.

Community and Social Services

8/17: 3 - 5 PM (In-person) Crossroads for Women - 239 Elm St. NE

Topics will include youth programs, housing and food assistance, personal wellness

and public safety.

Land Use and Development

8/21: 2 - 4 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include zoning, urban development, and more!

Environmental Strategies and Green Space

8/22: 11 AM - 1 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include air quality, heat island effect, and urban forestry strategies.

Cultural and Historic Preservation

8/23: 11 AM - 1 PM (Online - Zoom Meeting)

Topics will include public art, historic preservation, and more!

Thank you and we hope to see you there!

- Central CPA Team

ABC-Z Project Team | City of Albuquerque

505-924-3860 | abctoz@cabq.gov | Project Website

Copyright © 2023 City of Albuquerque, All rights reserved.
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       We are all One Albuquerque.

The Central Albuquerque Community Planning Area (CPA)  team is
excited to update you on our latest progress. Namely: hosting a series of focus
groups and getting the first sections of the Assessment Report ready for review.

Thank you to those that attended our focus groups!
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The Central ABQ CPA team hosted a series of focus groups in August. These
groups brought service providers together with the public to provide
information about projects and prioritize strategies to meet community needs.

Each focus group has a dedicated Miro board where meeting notes and public
comments are held. Click on the links below to view the Miro boards!

Central ABQ CPA Focus Groups from August, 2023:

Transportation and Mobility
Topics included walkability, traffic safety programs, transportation projects, and

pedestrian safety actions.

Community and Social Services
Topics included youth programs, housing and food assistance, personal wellness

and public safety.

Land Use and Development
Topics included zoning, urban development, and more!

Environmental Strategies and Green Space
Topics included air quality, heat island effect, and urban forestry strategies.

Cultural and Historic Preservation

Topics included public art, historic preservation, and more!
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Review the Assessment Report

The first sections of the Assessment Report include a background of our process
and a summary of what we've heard through our engagement. Remaining
sections on projects, programs, and policies are being written and organized
and will be posted for review in the near future.

Click the link below to review Sections 1-3 of the Assessment Report. You can
let us know your thoughts, questions, or concerns by leaving comments on the
report.

Stay tuned for more updates and opportunities to review the
remaining sections of the assessment report.

We look forward to hearing from you!

- Central CPA Team

ABC-Z Project Team | City of Albuquerque

505-924-3860 | abctoz@cabq.gov | Project Website

Review the draft report
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 We are all One Albuquerque.

The Central Albuquerque Community Planning
Area Report

We are excited to share this draft report of our Central ABQ Community Planning Area

(CPA) Assessment. This report reflects more than a year of engagement to learn about

community priorities.  The report will be presented to the Environmental Planning

Commission (EPC) and then Council for acceptance of Community Identity policies

(Section 5) and proposed Action Items (Section 6).

Before we submit the report to the EPC, we want your feedback! Click the link below to

review the draft report and leave your comments.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://mailchi.mp/cabq/swmesa-cpa-epc-reminder-11196347?e=[UNIQID]
https://mailchi.mp/cabq/swmesa-cpa-epc-reminder-11196347?e=[UNIQID]
http://eepurl.com/hhbscL
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=57590ee48a0d248f7f0fb64f6&id=19e883db4e
javascript:;


STAFF INFORMATION 



Project Memo: December 28, 2023 

TO:  Vicente Quevado, Senior Planner 

FROM: Megan Jones, Senior Planner 

TEL:   (505) 924-3352, mdjones@cabq.gov 

RE:  Central ABQ Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessment Report 

PR-2023-009663/SI-2023-01928 

 

I have reviewed the application for the Central ABQ CPA Report and taken a first look at the 

document. I would like to share timeline and process information with you, and I have a few 

questions.  

1) Introduction: 

A. Though I’ve done my best for this review, additional items may arise as the case progresses. 

If so, I will inform you immediately.  

 

B. Do you already have a legal description for the project area? I don’t see one in the 

application. I have this in the legal ad: 

a. Judith Gray, City of Albuquerque Planning Department, Urban Design & Development 

Division (UDD), presents the Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessment Report for 

the Central ABQ CPA, an area generally between the following boundaries: I-40 to the 

north, Woodward Rd. to the south, The Rio Grande to the west, and I-25 to the east., to 

the EPC for review and comment pursuant to IDO 14-16-6-3(E)(7). 

 

We need: 

i. A description of the area’s boundaries. 

ii. A “3 x 5” map showing the area.  

2) Process: 

A. Information regarding the EPC process, including the calendar and current Staff reports, can 

be found at: http://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/environmental-planning-

commission  

B. The EPC is a review and recommending body for the CPA Assessment Reports; the EPC will 

make a recommendation to the City Council, which is the body tasked with accepting the 

report.  

C. Timelines and EPC calendar: the EPC public hearing for January is on the 18th. Final staff 

reports will be available about one week prior, on January 11th.  

http://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/environmental-planning-commission
http://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/environmental-planning-commission


D. I will contact you regarding any agency comments received. They are due to staff next week. 

3) Neighborhoods & Notification: 

A. Notification requirements for the Community Planning Area (CPA) Assessment Reports are 

not specified in the Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO) and is not found in Table 6-1-

1: Summary of Development Review Procedures. Rather, community engagement is the 

cornerstone of the CPA process and takes place throughout the CPA process.  

B. Similar to the previous CPA Reports, are you ok with writing the public engagement section 

of the Staff Report?  

C. Any comments received from the public during the CPA process were also discussed; we can 

add any comments submitted during the EPC process from members of the public and address 

them provided they are received prior to 1/8 (final report is due 1/11).  

D. Please let me know if you receive any additional comments. 

4) Project Letter & Issues: 

A. What are some of the challenges you found working on this CPA process? Please share those 

with me. – this could reflect the need for the new policies 

B. If you have to choose one issue as the biggest/most important one for this area, what would it 

be and why? We should include major issues in the staff report. 

C. What new policies are proposed for the area? IT looks like there are 7. Please tell me a bit 

about them.  

D. Do you have any updates on the Action Matrix? Has anything evolved and/or changed since 

this “final draft” version of the report? 

5) Housekeeping: 

A. Please include the relevant Council bills for the CPA process (R-27 and R-42).  

B. Please provide a .pdf copy of the CPA Report, finalized, and separated from the application, 

since it will be posted separately from the Staff report due to its size and for ease of reading.  



 

 

 

 

 

CPA REPORT* 

*Please see the .pdf (not attached here due to document size)                                                                                                                                                                     

or the online version at: 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A5d4b35

00-6c13-3daa-98ec-b6c4d6d5de89 

    

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A5d4b3500-6c13-3daa-98ec-b6c4d6d5de89
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