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I certify that the information I have included here and sent in the required notice was complete, true, and 
accurate to the extent of my knowledge. 

____ __  (Applicant signature) 10.2.2023    __________________ (Date)  

Note: Providing incomplete information may require re-sending public notice. Providing false or misleading information is 
a violation of the IDO pursuant to IDO Subsection 14-16-6-9(B)(3) and may lead to a denial of your application.

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE, PLANNING DEPARTMENT, 600 2ND ST. NW, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87102 505.924.3860 
www.cabq.gov
Printed 11/1/2020 
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  1.23.2019 rev 8.9.2019 rev. 11.10.2019 

REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 

 Variance    Conditional Use    Other              Interpreter:    Yes    No 

VA# _________________________ PR# __________________________ 
 

 
 

ZONING OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Request for exception to IDO Section: 14-16-       
Description of request:          

 Ownership verified on AGIS           Proof of ownership included         Letter of authorization included 
Case history number(s) from AGIS:                                                                         
APO:          CPO#        HPO#         VPO#        
Wall variances not allowed in low-density residential development in these 2 areas per 5-7(D)(3)(e):          

1) CPO 3          and           2) Monte Vista / College View Historic Dist. - Mapped Area:          
2) CPO-8 states walls no more than 3 feet high, but may request a variance           

 

Date:                                                                        Received By:       
Address of Request:        
City:         State:        Zip:          
Lot:        Block:       Zone:       Map page:       
Subdivision:         UPC#         

 
Property Owner(s):        
Mailing Address:            
City:        State:            Zip:          
Phone:           Email:           
  
Agent:         
Mailing Address:         
City:          State:         Zip:        
Phone:            Email:          

                                                                                                           Fee Total: $     
 

Completed Application Requirements: 
o Copy of relevant IDO section 
o Letter of authorization (if agent representation) 
o Proof of Pre-application Meeting (not required for a variance) 
o Proof that neighborhood meeting requirements were met 
o Proof that public notice requirements were met 
o Photos (site and existing structures) 
o Sketch plan 
o Justification letter 
o Sign posting 

 
Approved for acceptance by:                 Date:                                          Hearing Date:  

July 26th, 2023
1309 Yale Blvd SE

Albuquerque New Mexico 87106
9 3 L-15MX-M

Clayton Heights 101505653930410303

7315 Central LLC
933 San Mateo Blvd NE

Albuquerque NM 87108

Chris Lee / Weeds
PO Box 4488 

New Mexico 87196
505.453.8565 chris@weeds.team

Albuquerque
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Part 14-16-4: Use Regulations 4-3(D): Commercial Uses
4-3: Use-specific Standards 4-3(D)(36): 

Integrated Development Ordinance 2021 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE  EFFECTIVE DRAFT DECEMBER 2022 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico Page 179 

4-3(D)(35)(c) If located within 600 feet of any other cannabis retail 
establishment, this use shall require a Conditional Use Approval 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(A), unless associated with an 
establishment licensed by the State as a cannabis microbusiness. 
Nothing herein prohibits multiple licenses from operating from a 
single as defined by Sections 26-2C-1 to 26-
2C-42 NMSA 1978. 

4-3(D)(35)(d) This use is prohibited within 300 feet of any school or child day 
care facility. 

4-3(D)(35)(e) This use shall not include a storage or display area outside of fully 
enclosed portions of a building. 

4-3(D)(35)(f) Cannabis products or cannabis paraphernalia shall not be 
displayed within 5 feet of a window or door. 

4-3(D)(35)(g) A locked vault or safe or other secured storage structure shall be 
installed in the building, bolted to the floor or walls, to store cash 
and cannabis products overnight. 

4-3(D)(35)(h) A drive-through or drive-up facility is prohibited as accessory to 
cannabis retail, pursuant to IDO Subsection 14-16-4-3(F)(4). 

4-3(D)(35)(i) All of the following provisions are required for licensed on-site 
cannabis consumption.  
1. Notwithstanding other provisions in this Subsection 14-16-4-

3(D)(35), this use requires a Conditional Use Approval 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(A) when proposed to 
include licensed on-site cannabis consumption, which is 
licensed separately by the State under Sections 26-2C-1 to 26-
2C-42 NMSA 1978.  

2. If the cannabis retail establishment is licensed by the State for 
on-site cannabis consumption, and smoking or vaporizing is 
proposed to occur on-site, a cannabis odor control plan 
approved by the City is required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-
6-5(G) (Site Plan  Administrative) or Subsection 14-16-6-6(J) 
(Site Plan  EPC), as applicable. 

3. Licensed on-site cannabis consumption areas that allow 
smoking or vaporizing shall be conducted within fully enclosed 
portions of a building. 

4-3(D)(35)(j) In the MX-T zone district, this use is prohibited, unless associated 
with an establishment licensed by the State as a cannabis 
microbusiness, in which case this use shall not exceed 10,000 
square feet of gross floor area. 

4-3(D)(35)(k) This use is prohibited in the Old Town - HPO-5. 

4-3(D)(36)
If Table 4-2-1 indicates that this use is allowed in the R-A, R-1, R-T, or MX-T zone 
districts, it shall be subject to the same size limits applicable to religious 
institutions in that zone district, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-4-3(C)(8)(b) or 
14-16-4-3(C)(8)(c). 

4-3(D)(35)(i) All of the following provisions are required for licensed on-site
cannabis consumption.  
1. Notwithstanding other provisions in this Subsection 14-16-4-

3(D)(35), this use requires a Conditional Use Approval 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(A) when proposed to 
include licensed on-site cannabis consumption, which is 
licensed separately by the State under Sections 26-2C-1 to 26-
2C-42 NMSA 1978.  

2. If the cannabis retail establishment is licensed by the State for 
on-site cannabis consumption, and smoking or vaporizing is 
proposed to occur on-site, a cannabis odor control plan 
approved by the City is required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-
6-5(G) (Site Plan  Administrative) or Subsection 14-16-6-6(J) 
(Site Plan EPC), as applicable. 

3. Licensed on-site cannabis consumption areas that allow
smoking or vaporizing shall be conducted within fully enclosed
portions of a building.

028



CABQ FACILITATED ZOOM MEETING AGENDA 

1309 Yale S.E. Conditional Use For Cannabis Consumption 

August 17, 2023 -5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Jocelyn M. Torres - Facilitator  

 

1. Introductions: Facilitator, Jocelyn M. Torres; Licensing Manager Chris Lee; Clayton 

Hills NA (CHNA); District 6 Coalition; Victory Hills NA (VHNA); Kirtland Community 

Association (KCA); and Neighbors. 

 

 

2. Applicant: Description of current business, conditional use application and intended 

cannabis consumption business.1 

 

 

3. CHNA, District 6 Coalition, VHNA, KCA and Neighbors: Questions and comments 

regarding current business, conditional use application and intended cannabis consumption 

business principles. 

 

 

4. Next steps and timelines. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

 
1 Application has been forwarded to participants. 
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CODE SUMMARY

D. PLUMBING  REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 2902.2 - EXCEPTION 2. SEPARATE FACILITIES SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED IN
STRUCTURES OR TENANT SPACES WITH A TOTAL OCCUPANT LOAD, INCLUDING
BOTH EMPLOYEES AND CUSTOMERS, OR 15 OR FEWER.

SECTION 2902.6 - DRINKING FOUNTAINS SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED FOR AN
OCCUPANT LOAD OF 15 OR FEWER

B. OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION/SEPARATION:

EXISTING  ONE (1) STORY COMMERCIAL BUILDING (1319 GSF)
EXISTING OCCUPANCY GROUP : M (MERCANTILE)
EXISTING TYPE V-B CONSTRUCTION, NON SPRINKLED

C. EXISTING BUILDING OCCUPANT LOAD:
IBC SECTION 1004 TABLE 1004.1.2

OCCUPANT LOAD FACTOR

GROUP M (MERCANTILE) 297.1 sf 1:60sf =  4.9 OCCUPANTS
GROUP B (BUSINESS) 826.3 sf 1:100sf =  8.2 OCCUPANTS
GROUP B (ACCESSORY STORAGE) 219.5 sf 1:300sf =  0.7 OCCUPANTS

TOTAL = 13.8 OCCUPANTS

E. ZONING

ZONE: MX-M

A. PROJECT SCOPE:

LEVEL 1 ALTERATION (FINISHES)
CHANGE OF USE FROM "B" OCCUPANCY  (TITLE LOANS)  TO "M" (CANNABIS
DISPENSERY)

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION TO REMAIN, ALL ROOMS (EXCEPT VAULT) HAVE
VENTILATION AIR FROM PREVIOUS TENANT IMPROVEMENT.

Stephen Leos Architect LLC
413  second  st   sw   |   second  floor
albuquerque,   new mexico      87102
505.681.2329 | www.SLeosArch.com
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Zoning Hearing Examiner
City of Albuquerque
600 2nd Street NW, 3rd Floor
Albuquerque, NM 87102

RE: Request for a Conditional Use to allow the operation of  State Licensed Cannabis Consumption  
Lounge at 1309 Yale S Albuquerque New Mexico (address of the subject property).

(a) It is consistent with the adopted ABC Comprehensive Plan BECAUSE: The applicant will create  
new jobs in the area and add a new small business to the community and neighborhood in an  
established commercial area in decline. This aligns with the goals and policies of the ABC Comp.  
Plan, specifically:

1) to �foster entrepreneurship and encourage private businesses to grow.�
2) Introducing new business to an identified area of change in an established commercial area

 It complies with all applicable provisions of this IDO, including but not limited to any Use  
specific Standards applicable to the use in Section 14-16-4-3.BECAUSE:  This applicant currently  

a State License Cannabis Retail business at this location. The applicant has met all  
requirements from the State and the City and will continue to comply with all standards set forth in  
the IDO, building codes and permitting.

 It will not create significant adverse impacts on adjacent properties, the surrounding  
neighborhood, or the larger community BECAUSE:  The applicant a cannabis retail at 
this location. Th location  has proper lighting, security cameras and on site 
security.

 It will not create material adverse impacts on other land in the surrounding area through  increases  
in traffic congestion, parking congestion, noise, or vibration BECAUSE:  The property has adequate  
parking for guests and deliveries, All retail activity will be conducted inside the building limiting  
additional noise to the area. A City approved odor plan will mitigate the odor from consumed  
cannabis.

 On a project site with existing uses, it will not increase nonresidential activity within 300 feet  in  
any direction of a lot in any Residential zone district between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and  6:00 A.M  
BECAUSE: The area is designed for activity to be concentrated on Yale . The applicant will have 
Security on site during business hours.

 It will not negatively impact pedestrian or transit connectivity BECAUSE:  The existing building  
is not located near an intersection and will not have large truck deliveries blocking transit or footpaths  
along Yale . Existing driveways will not change for this use.

Signature_____________________________________ Date__________________________7.27.2023
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CU-184082744Customer NO:

Reference NO: VA-2023-00211

PO BOX 4488CHRIS LEE

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE
INVOICE

Date Description Amount

8/02/23 2% Technology Fee $5.20

8/02/23 Application Fee $100.00

8/02/23 Facilitated Meeting Fee $50.00

8/02/23 Posted Sign Fee $10.00

8/02/23 Pre-Application Meeting Fee $50.00

8/02/23 Published Notice Fee $50.00

8/02/23 Total due for this invoice:Due Date: $265.20

1.   Online with a credit card:   http://posse.cabq.gov/posse/pub/lms/Default.aspx

2.    In person: Plaza Del Sol, 600 2nd St. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102

Options to pay your Invoice:

City of Albuquerque

CU-184082744Customer NO:

CHRIS LEE
PO BOX 4488
ALBUQUERQUE , NM  87196

$265.20

VA-2023-00211Reference NO:

8/02/23

Amount Due:

Date:

Albuquerque, NM 87103

PO Box 1293

PLEASE RETURN THE BOTTOM PORTION OF THIS INVOICE NOTICE WITH PAYMENT

Payment Code: 130

130 0000VA20230021100102546718635677800000000000002652CU184082744071
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Sanchez, Suzanna A.

From: Briggs, Hartwell L.
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 4:27 PM
To: Sanchez, Suzanna A.
Cc: Patten-Quintana, Lorena
Subject: RE: ZHE Application Notice-1309 Yale BLVD SE

Hello Suzie, 
 
I do not object to the proposed request. 
 
Thanks, Hartwell 
 

 
HARTWELL BRIGGS, RA 
planning manager 
o  505.244.7800 
m 505.238.3110 
abqsunport.com 
 

From: Sanchez, Suzanna A. <suzannasanchez@cabq.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 9:18 AM 
To: Briggs, Hartwell L. <hbriggs@cabq.gov> 
Cc: Patten‐Quintana, Lorena <lpatten‐quintana@cabq.gov> 
Subject: ZHE Application Notice‐1309 Yale BLVD SE 
Importance: High 
 
Mr. Briggs, 
 
Per the new Integrated Development Ordinance, (see citation below) the City is required to notify you of an application 

for a variance at the property located at 1309 Yale SE and I have attached the file for you to review. Please let me know 

if you have any questions. 
  
6‐4(I) REFERRALS TO COMMENTING AGENCIES 
Following a determination that the application is complete, the Planning Director, ZEO, or any City staff designated to 
review applications in Table 6‐1‐1 shall refer applications for comment to the following departments or agencies, as 
noted below. Any comments received within 15 consecutive days after such a referral shall be considered with the 
application materials in any further review and decision‐making procedures. 
  
6‐4(I)(3) Kirtland Air Force Base and City Aviation Department staff for applications that include development in the 
Kirtland Air Force Base Military Influence. 
  
 ************************************************************ 
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VA-2023-00211; PR-2023-009043; 7315 Central, LLC (Agent, Chris Lee) requests a conditional use to 
allow on-site cannabis consumption for Lot 9, Block 3, Clayton Heights, located at 1309 Yale BLVD SE, 
zoned MX-M [Section 14-16-4-3(D)(35)(i)] 
 

                
SUZIE FLORES 
zhe administrative assistant 
o 505.924.3894 
e suzannasanchez@cabq.gov 
cabq.gov/planning 
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City of Albuquerque ZHE – October 17, 2023 

 

Agenda Item #2  VA-2023-00211  PR-2023-009043 

 

7315 Central, LLC (Agent, Chris Lee) requests a conditional use to allow on-site cannabis 

consumption for Lot 9, Block 3, Clayton Heights, located at 1309 Yale BLVD SE, zoned 

MX-M [Section 14-16-4-3(D)(35)(i)] 

 

Ownership:   

 

Zone District/Purpose:  MX-M/The purpose of the MX-M zone district is to provide for a wide 

array of moderate-intensity retail, commercial, institutional and moderate-density residential 

uses, with taller, multi-story buildings encouraged in Centers and Corridors. 

 

Allowable Use:  

 
 

Applicable Comp Plan Designation(s):  Area of Change 

 

Applicable Overlay Zones:  APO – no issues 

 

Applicable Use-Specific Standard(s):   

4-3(D)(35)(i) All of the following provisions are required for licensed on-site cannabis 

consumption. 

1. Notwithstanding other provisions in this Subsection 14-16-4-3(D)(35), this use requires a 

Conditional Use Approval pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(A) when proposed to include 

licensed on-site cannabis consumption, which is licensed separately by the State under Sections 

26-2C-1 to 26-2C-42 NMSA 1978. 

2. If the cannabis retail establishment is licensed by the State for on-site cannabis consumption, 

and smoking or vaporizing is proposed to occur on-site, a cannabis odor control plan approved 

by the City is required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-5(G) (Site Plan – Administrative) or 

Subsection 14-16-6-6(J) (Site Plan – EPC), as applicable. 

3. Licensed on-site cannabis consumption areas that allow smoking or vaporizing shall be 

conducted within fully enclosed portions of a building. 

 

Applicable Dimensional/Development Standards:  n/a 

 

Prior Approval Conditions:  1003221 – no applicable conditions 

 

Traffic Recommendations:  No objection 

 

Planning Recommendation:  This matter should proceed to a public hearing where the Zoning 

Hearing Examiner will hear additional evidence and make a written decision pursuant to 

applicable provisions of Section 14-16-6-4. 
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

October 3, 2023  

To: Lorena Patten-Quintana, ZHE Planner 

From: Matt Grush, P.E. Senior Engineer 

Subject: COMMENTS FOR THE ZHE HEARING OF October 16, 2023 

The Transportation Development Review Services Section has reviewed the zone hearing 

requests, and submits the attached comments. 

 

VA-2023-00211   PR-2023-009043 

Address: 1309 Yale Blvd SE 

Transportation Review: No objections 

After review of the provided application, Transportation has no objects to a Conditional Use to 

allow on-site cannabis consumption. 
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Sanchez, Suzanna A.

From: Chris Lee <chris@weeds.team>
Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 9:49 AM
To: Sanchez, Suzanna A.
Subject: Re: ZHE Public Notice-1309 Yale
Attachments: image001.jpg

 

 [EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email causes any concern. 

Ms Suzie, 
                Here is the Postage receipt for 1309 Yale Blvd SE.  
Thank you for your help.  
 
 
‐‐‐‐ 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

Chris Lee 

Licensing Manager 

c: 505.453.8565 

www.WEEDS.team 
 

 
 
 
On Tue, Oct 3, 2023 at 9:23 AM Sanchez, Suzanna A. <suzannasanchez@cabq.gov> wrote: 

Received, thank you. 

  

Suzie 

  

From: Chris Lee <chris@weeds.team>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 9:21 AM 
To: Sanchez, Suzanna A. <suzannasanchez@cabq.gov> 
Subject: Re: ZHE Public Notice‐1309 Yale 

  

 

  [EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email causes any concern. 

Good Morning Ms. Sanchez, Proof of SIgn Posting 1309 Yale 

 

‐‐‐‐ 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

Chris Lee 

Licensing Manager 

c: 505.453.8565 

www.WEEDS.team 

  

  

  

On Mon, Sep 18, 2023 at 3:00 PM Sanchez, Suzanna A. <suzannasanchez@cabq.gov> wrote: 

Dear Applicant,  

Below is a list of property owners within 100+ feet of the subject property. Please fill in and mail the attached, Letter 
to Property Owners‐ October. Also, please provide proof that the letters were sent. Proof can be either a receipt for 
postage stamps purchased or a photo of the addressed envelopes. 

Owner  Complete Owner Address 

7315 CENTRAL LLC 
933 SAN MATEO BLVD NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐
1470 

CONLON JOHN DEE & KLAUSCHIE WILLIAM F  1212 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106 

FASANELLA JAMES M & CONNIE J  234 ANDREWS LN CORRALES NM 87048‐7453 

LOPEZ SAMMY V & LISA A  320 MONTCLAIRE DR NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐1126 

ISLAMIC CENTER OF NM  1100 YALE BLVD SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106 

SEDDEN JEFFREY & BETHANY  1304 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

RAY BRYANT & HENDERSON MARILYN  1300 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

LOPEZ SAMMY V & LISA A  320 MONTCLAIRE DR NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐1126 

BRYAN SANDRA T  721 JEFFERSON ST NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87110‐6203 

GONZALES DANIEL  1316 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

7315 CENTRAL LLC 
933 SAN MATEO BLVD NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐
1470 

Please forward me a copy of the letter and proof of notice by Wednesday, October 11th. 

Lack of notice may result in a deferral. 

Thank you, 

Suzie 
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SUZIE FLORES 

zhe administrative assistant 
o 505.924.3894 

e suzannasanchez@cabq.gov 

cabq.gov/planning 
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Chris Lee <chris@weeds.team>

USPS eReceipt
1 message

DoNotReply@ereceipt.usps.gov <DoNotReply@ereceipt.usps.gov>
To: CHRIS@weeds.team

                                ALBUQUERQUE
                           1135 BROADWAY BLVD NE
                         ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87101-0001
                               (800)275-8777
10/10/2023                                                         09:38 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Product                                      Qty            Unit      Price
                                                           Price
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87106
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87108
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87106
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87106
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87106
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Corrales, NM 87048
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87108
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $1.14
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87106
    Weight: 0 lb 2.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87190
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87111
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz 080

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1135+BROADWAY+BLVD+NE+ALBUQUERQUE,+NM+87101-0001?entry=gmail&source=g
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    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87111
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87122
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Las Cruces, NM 88004
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Fri 10/13/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87114
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87198
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Charlotte, NC 28202
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Sat 10/14/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87114
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87114
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87114
    Weight: 0 lb 1.30 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

First-Class Mail®                            1                        $0.90
Letter
    Albuquerque, NM 87107
    Weight: 0 lb 1.10 oz
    Estimated Delivery Date
        Thu 10/12/2023

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grand Total:                                                         $19.92
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Debit Card Remit                                                     $19.92
    Card Name: VISA
    Account #: XXXXXXXXXXXX4971
    Approval #: 183689
    Transaction #: 766
    Receipt #: 054132
    Debit Card Purchase: $19.92
    AID: A0000000980840   Contactless
    AL: US DEBIT
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

                             Preview your Mail
                            Track your Packages
                             Sign up for FREE @
                     https://informeddelivery.usps.com

                   All sales final on stamps and postage.
                   Refunds for guaranteed services only.
                        Thank you for your business.

                       Tell us about your experience.
                      Go to: https://postalexperience.com/pos?mt=9 081

https://informeddelivery.usps.com/
https://informeddelivery.usps.com/
https://mail.google.com/postalexperience.com/pos?mt=9&sc=840-5870-0056-003-00073-97613-02
https://mail.google.com/postalexperience.com/pos?mt=9&sc=840-5870-0056-003-00073-97613-02
https://mail.google.com/postalexperience.com/pos?mt=9&sc=840-5870-0056-003-00073-97613-02
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                          or call 1-800-410-7420.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

UFN: 340157-0101
Receipt #: 840-58700056-3-7397613-2
Clerk: 14

Privacy Act Statement: Your information will be used to provide you with an
electronic receipt for your purchase transaction via email. Collection is
authorized by 39 USC 401, 403, and 404. Providing the information is
voluntary, but if not provided, we will be unable to process your request to
receive an electronic receipt. We do not disclose your information to third
parties without your consent, except to facilitate the transaction, to act
on your behalf or request, or as legally required. This includes the
following limited circumstances: to a congressional office on your behalf;
to financial entities regarding financial transaction issues; to a U.S.
Postal Service auditor; to entities, including law enforcement, as required
by law or in legal proceedings; to contractors and other entities aiding us
to fulfill the service (service providers); to process servers; to domestic
government agencies if needed as part of their duties; and to a foreign
government agency for violations and alleged violations of law. For more
information on our privacy policies visit
www.usps.com/privacypolicy.

This is an automated email. Please do not reply to this message. This
message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged,
proprietary, or otherwise private information. If you have received it in
error, please delete. Any other use of this email by you is prohibited.
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Sanchez, Suzanna A.

From: Chris Lee <chris@weeds.team>
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 9:21 AM
To: Sanchez, Suzanna A.
Subject: Re: ZHE Public Notice-1309 Yale
Attachments: image001.jpg; 1309 Yale-Sign Picture-10022023.pdf

 

 [EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email causes any concern. 

Good Morning Ms. Sanchez, Proof of SIgn Posting 1309 Yale 
 
‐‐‐‐ 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

Chris Lee 

Licensing Manager 

c: 505.453.8565 

www.WEEDS.team 
 

 
 
 
On Mon, Sep 18, 2023 at 3:00 PM Sanchez, Suzanna A. <suzannasanchez@cabq.gov> wrote: 

Dear Applicant,  

Below is a list of property owners within 100+ feet of the subject property. Please fill in and mail the attached, Letter to 
Property Owners‐ October. Also, please provide proof that the letters were sent. Proof can be either a receipt for 
postage stamps purchased or a photo of the addressed envelopes. 

Owner  Complete Owner Address 

7315 CENTRAL LLC 
933 SAN MATEO BLVD NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐
1470 

CONLON JOHN DEE & KLAUSCHIE WILLIAM F  1212 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106 

FASANELLA JAMES M & CONNIE J  234 ANDREWS LN CORRALES NM 87048‐7453 

LOPEZ SAMMY V & LISA A  320 MONTCLAIRE DR NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐1126 

ISLAMIC CENTER OF NM  1100 YALE BLVD SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106 

SEDDEN JEFFREY & BETHANY  1304 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

RAY BRYANT & HENDERSON MARILYN  1300 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

LOPEZ SAMMY V & LISA A  320 MONTCLAIRE DR NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐1126 

BRYAN SANDRA T  721 JEFFERSON ST NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87110‐6203 

GONZALES DANIEL  1316 WILMOORE DR SE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87106‐4121 

7315 CENTRAL LLC 
933 SAN MATEO BLVD NE ALBUQUERQUE NM 87108‐
1470 

Please forward me a copy of the letter and proof of notice by Wednesday, October 11th. 

Lack of notice may result in a deferral. 
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Thank you, 

Suzie 

  

  

              

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

SUZIE FLORES 

zhe administrative assistant 
o 505.924.3894 

e suzannasanchez@cabq.gov 

cabq.gov/planning 
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

 ZONING HEARING EXAMINER 

NOTIFICATION OF DECISION 

 

 
   

7315 Central, LLC (Agent, Chris Lee) requests a 

conditional use to allow on-site cannabis 

consumption for Lot 9, Block 3, Clayton Heights, 

located at 1309 Yale BLVD SE, zoned MX-M 

[Section 14-16-4-3(D)(35)(i)] 

Special Exception No: ............  VA-2023-00211 

Project No: ..............................  Project#2023-009043 

Hearing Date: ..........................  10-17-23 

Closing of Public Record: .......  10-17-23 

Date of Decision: ....................  11-01-23 

 

On the 17th day of October, 2023, Chris Lee, agent for property owner 7315 Central, LLC 

(“Applicant”) appeared before the Zoning Hearing Examiner (“ZHE”) requesting a conditional 

use to allow on-site cannabis consumption (“Application”) upon the real property located at 1309 

Yale BLVD SE (“Subject Property”). Below are the ZHE’s finding of fact and decision: 

 

FINDINGS: 

 

1. Applicant is requesting a conditional use to allow on-site cannabis consumption. 

2. The ZHE finds that the Applicant has authority to pursue this Application. 

3. All property owners within 100 feet and affected neighborhood association(s) were notified 

as required by the IDO. 

4. The ZHE finds that the proper “Notice of Hearing” signage was posted for the required time 

period as required by Section 14-16-6-4(K)(3). 

5. The Subject Property is zoned MX-M. 

6. The City of Albuquerque Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO) Section 14-16-6-6(A)(3) 

(Review and Decision Criteria– Conditional Use) reads: “An application for a Conditional 

Use Approval shall be approved if it meets all of the following criteria: 

(a)  It is consistent with the ABC Comp. Plan, as amended; 

(b)  It complies with all applicable provisions of the IDO, including, but not limited 

to any Use-specific Standards applicable to the use in Section 14-16-4-3; the 

DPM; other adopted City regulations; and any conditions specifically applied 

to development of the property in any prior permit or approval affecting the 

property; 

(c)  It will not create significant adverse impacts on adjacent properties, the 

surrounding neighborhood, or the larger community; 

(d)  It will not create material adverse impacts on other land in the surrounding 

area, through increases in traffic congestion, parking congestion noise, or 

vibration without sufficient mitigation or civic or environmental benefits that 

outweigh the expected impacts; 

(e)  It will not increase non-residential activity within 300 feet of a lot in any 

residential zone district between the hours of 8:00 pm and 6:00 am; 

(f)  It will not negatively impact pedestrian or transit connectivity without 

appropriate mitigation 
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7. Applicant bears the burden of providing a sound justification for the requested decision, 

based on substantial evidence, pursuant to IDO Section 14-16-6-4(E)(3).  

8. Applicant bears the burden of showing compliance with required standards through analysis, 

illustrations, or other exhibits as necessary, pursuant to IDO Section 14-16-6-4(E)(4).   

9. Agent and Applicant appeared and gave evidence in support of the Application. 

10. Regarding IDO Section 14-16-6-6(A)(3)(c), based on substantial evidence in the record, the 

requested Conditional Use approval would create significant adverse impacts on adjacent 

properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or the larger community.  Several neighbors, 

including owners and occupants of residential properties abounding and located in close 

proximity to the Subject Property, testified that the proposed use would create significant 

adverse impacts by increasing the frequency and likelihood of public cannabis consumption.  

This would cause odors to waft onto the next-door properties where families with young 

children live.  Although Applicant testified that there would be an odor control plan, 

opponents expressed concerns that it would not be sufficient, would be difficult or impossible 

to police, and would not mitigate the potential of customers smoking outdoors.  Neighbors 

expressed concerns that children and families walking to and from local schools and 

community centers would be put at risk by customers driving to and from the Subject 

Property impaired by cannabis use.  Neighbors testified that they had already seen adverse 

impacts to the area since the retail cannabis use opened and expressed worried that the 

consumption use would only compound such adverse impacts. 

11. Because all prongs of the variance test must be satisfied and, as stated above, the Application 

failed to satisfy Section 14-16-6-6(A)(3)(c), the Application must be denied.  

12. Out of considerations of administrative and quasi-judicial economy, the ZHE will not 

summarize any analysis of the remaining prongs of the variance test in this Notification of 

Decision. 

 

DECISION: 

 

DENIAL of a conditional use to allow on-site cannabis consumption. 

 

APPEAL: 

 

If you wish to appeal this decision, you must do so by November 16, 2023 pursuant to Section 

14-16-6-4(V), of the Integrated Development Ordinance, you must demonstrate that you have 

legal standing to file an appeal as defined. 

 

Successful applicants are reminded that other regulations of the City must be complied with, 

even after approval of a special exception is secured. This decision does not constitute approval 

of plans for a building permit. If your application is approved, bring this decision with you when 

you apply for any related building permit or occupation tax number. Approval of a conditional 

use or a variance application is void after one year from date of approval if the rights and 

privileges are granted, thereby have not been executed, or utilized. 
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        _______________________________  

Robert Lucero, Esq. 

      Zoning Hearing Examiner 

 

 

cc:            

            ZHE File 

            Zoning Enforcement 

Chris Lee, chris@weeds.team 

Sammy Lopez, 320 Montclaire DR NE, 87108  

Lisa Lopez, 320 Montclaire DR NE, 87108 

Gabrielle Banuelos, 1312 Wilmoore SE, 87106 

Bethany Sedden, 1304 Wilmoore SE, 87106 

Jeff Sedden, 1304 Wilmoore SE, 87106 
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VA-2023-00211 

PR-2023-009043 

1309 Yale BLVD SE Appeal 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hearing on Special Exceptions 

to the Integrated Development Ordinance 

 

MINUTES  

 

                                October 17, 2023 

600 2nd St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

 

  

CITY STAFF PRESENT: 

 

Robert Lucero – Zoning Hearing Examiner 

Lorena Patten-Quintana – ZHE Planner, Planning Department 

Suzie Sanchez-Flores – Hearing Monitor 
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VA-2023-00211 

PR-2023-009043 

1309 Yale BLVD SE Appeal 

 

2 
 

ZHE: That takes us to agenda item 9 which is VA-2023-00211. It’s project number, PR-2023-

009043, applicant 7315 Central, LLC through its agent, Chris Lee requests a conditional use to 

allow on site cannabis consumption for Lot 9, Block 3, Clayton Heights which is located at 1309 

Yale BLVD SE, zoned MX-M. Mr. Lee, are you there?  

C. LEE: Yes, sir. 

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record? 

C. LEE: My name is Chris Lee and my mailing address is 317 Commercial ST NE, 

Albuquerque. 

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Please raise your right hand and do you affirm under penalty of perjury 

that your testimony today will be true? 

 C. LEE: I do.  

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Go ahead. 

C. LEE: So, my client, Nature’s Secret is looking for a consumption ZHE conditional approval at 

1309 Yale. The applicant currently holds a state retail license at this location which is the first 

step in obtaining a consumption license. And, they currently own and operate four other stores 

here in the metro area. They will need a product conveying system, a City Consumption 

Application and odor control plan after they get ZHE approval and then the rules are stated in the 

Mechanical Code Requirements and the Building Code Requirements. So, they will also need an 

inspection and must fulfill the International Building Codes and the Product Convene System 

Requirements that are 8.75 cubic feet per meter at that location as well. We have already filled 

out justification letters and sent in all the proper paperwork on this, sir. And, we have had a 

meeting with the neighborhood association about this and the next step is to get your approval, 

sir. 

ZHE: Thank you. Okay, let’s see... Did I - - Bear with me one second. 

C. LEE: Yes, sir. 

ZHE: I just had a question on this, the sort of - - the authorization of the owner, you know, we 

use County Tax Records or, you know, County records to verify ownership and you know, 

sometimes those are a little bit delayed.  

C. LEE: Mmhmm. 

ZHE: Let’s see, Mark Powell authorized you as agent but, and so he is a member of the owner 

entity? Is that right? 

C. LEE: Yeah, of the group, the ownership group. Yes sir, the authorized signature of the 

ownership group. 
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ZHE: Okay. And, that owner, let’s see 7315 Central, LLC. Perfect. Okay, good. Just verifying 

that. 

C. LEE: Yes, sir. 

ZHE: And then, let’s see... I’m just going through the justification letter here. Bear with me one 

second. Oh, I see there was a facilitated meeting.  

C. LEE: Yes, sir. 

ZHE: How did that go? 

C. LEE: You know, we did not get approval from the neighborhood association at that particular 

meeting. Their main concerns were all valid concerns but we, you know, relative to the situation 

but we have met all of the standards related to the IDO at this location, up until now. And, it is 

appropriate and proper distances from school there in the area even though there was a concern 

that there is a school near but it does, it does meet the distance requirements which… So that, 

that was kind of the main concern. But you know, for the most part it was asked that they just 

clean the property up a little though they just bought it. So, they had you know, mowed it, the 

property and painted the building since the meeting. And those were kind of the main pieces and 

the main concerns.   

ZHE: Okay and I’ll just note for the record that our office did receive reports from the City 

Traffic Engineer as well as from the ABQ Sunport Planning Manager, both of which indicating, 

indicated “no objection” to the proposed request. Is there anything else that you would like to 

add before I call for public comment? 

C. LEE: No, sir. Mr. Mozoon, would you like to add anything, sir? 

MOZOON: No, I just appreciate your time and thanks for considering. We’re proud to be a 

business in New Mexico. Proud to have grown up there and proud to have businesses there and 

looking forward to continuing to grow and to support the community and to continue to move 

this industry in the correct way.  

ZHE: Thank you, sir. So, we’ll call for public comment now. It looks like we already have a 

couple of hands raised. And then, after that the applicant and agent can respond. So again, for 

everyone in attendance, this is agenda item 9. It’s a request for a conditional use for on-site 

cannabis consumption at 1309 Yale. We’re going to start the public comment period now. I see 

Sammy Lopez with a hand raised. Are you there? 

S. LOPEZ: Can you hear me now? 

ZHE: Yes, thank you. Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record? 

S. LOPEZ: Sammy Lopez, 320 Montclair, NE. 
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ZHE: Thank you sir and please raise your right hand and do you affirm under penalty of perjury 

that your testimony today will be true? 

S. LOPEZ: Yes, sir. 

ZHE: Thank you, go ahead.  

S. LOPEZ: Okay. So, I’ll just start with, my parents - - Okay. First off, Yale runs in parallel with 

Wilmore and Buena Vista streets, right? My parents have been living on Wilmore for 50 years, 

over 50 years. I grew up on Wilmore. Now currently, we grew up, my kids grew up on 1312 

Wilmore, which is located directly behind the facility that we’re talking about, the location in 

question. Currently, my daughter lives there with my grandbabies trying to raise them. And, 

they’re of great age, you know, six years old, ten years old. So, the location that the consumption 

location they’re talking about literally sits right behind my grandbabies bedroom window. Okay, 

that’s not including the house next to them, which is my, my sister lives, which I own as well, 

that property. And, she has young kids, teenage kids that they live directly behind the location 

that we’re talking about. Okay, so next to them, is my niece and nephew and they have young 

kids as well growing up right there. So, we’ve been trying to establish that neighborhood as a 

family neighborhood for a long time. Okay, over 50 years. So, in that regard, I’m very concerned 

about there being a consumption location that literally sits about 50 feet, not even 50 feet away 

from my grandbabies bedroom. Okay? That’s one concern. Another concern is the fact that the 

location that we’re talking about is literally less than a three-minute walk to the Loma Linda 

Community Center. Now, I know they ordinances say less than 300 feet away from a daycare. 

Well, a community center can be considered a daycare in some situations. So, if a consumption 

location is literally less than three-minute minutes away from the property line of a community 

center or a three-minute walk, I should say which is approximately 300 feet. I haven’t measured 

it yet. That is a very concerning situation for me that there is a place where there’s a dispensary 

and a consumption location there. Not to mention, across the street is the Islamic, Islamic…  

ZHE: Thank you, sir. The time limit just expired. Go ahead and conclude your thoughts. 

S. LOPEZ: Okay. There’s already a business, cannabis business not a block away from here on 

the corner of Caesar Chavez and Yale that’s already there and it seems like adding another one 

here, it’s just going to diminish the neighborhood. Period.  

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Thank you for your testimony. I see Lisa Lopez with a hand raised. Are 

you there? 

L. LOPEZ: I’m here. Can you hear me? 

ZHE: Yes. Good morning. Would you please state your name and mailing address for the 

record? 

L. LOPEZ: Lisa Lopez, 320 Montclair Drive NE, Albuquerque. I’m Sammy’s wife so, I can kind 

of continue where he left off in the sense of saying, I’m vehemently opposed to this.  
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ZHE: Let’s get you sworn in first. Would you please raise your right hand and do you affirm 

under penalty of perjury that your testimony today will be true? 

L. LOPEZ: Yes. 

ZHE: Thank you. Go ahead. 

L. LOPEZ: Just to continue on, I vehemently to a business of this nature being basically in my 

backyard of two properties that I own which is, 1312 and 1308 Wilmore. We already have an 

issue with crime in the neighborhood. We already have an issue with homelessness in the 

neighborhood. The neighborhood in general already has issues with crime and other legal issues 

as far as you know, crime, drug use, etc, in the neighborhood. And, I feel that adding a business 

of this nature is just going to make the situation worse. And, like my husband said, our families 

have been trying to develop that neighborhood into being a family neighborhood for about 50 

years. We are not just residents but generational residents. We lived in that house. Now, my 

daughter lives in that house. And, like I said, we’ve owned that property for close to 30 years. 

We lived there 12 years ourselves and then my daughter has lived there now for a good many 

years on top of that. And just to fully express that I’m completely opposed to it. I can’t see any 

benefit that the business would bring to the neighborhood.  

ZHE: Thank you, Mrs. Lopez. Let’s see… I see Gabrielle Banuelos with a hand raised. Are you 

there? 

G. BANUELOS: Can you hear me? 

ZHE: Yes.  

G. BANUELOS: Okay. 

ZHE: Good morning. Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record? 

G. BANUELOS: My full name is Gabrielle Banuelos, my address is 1312 Wilmore. 

ZHE: Thank you. Please raise your right hand and do you affirm under penalty of perjury that 

your testimony today will be true? 

G. BANUELOS: I do.  

ZHE: Thank you. Go ahead.  

G. BANUELOS: So, I live at 1312 Willmore which is the property behind the said facility. I am 

the daughter that the first two people spoke of. My concern is, although the business would try to 

do odor control, I have a swamp cooler to cool my house during the warmer months. Now, I’m 

not sure what their odor control would look like however, swamp coolers will pick up every 

scent from a good several feet around the area. I can literally smell when someone three houses 

down is cooking barbeque. And, that’s what with the swamp cooler off. So, although the odor 

control is something that they are, that was mentioned, I can already tell you that we can smell 

everything and with having two small children in our home, I do not feel comfortable with the 
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marijuana and cannabis smell coming into my home. And I, don’t know what effect that would 

have on my family, on our children, on our dog. And then, how would we be able to air out our 

home at this point? So, my primary concern is for the safety of my children and the safety of my 

family as we really have no way to ventilate our home to these types of odors. So, I am very 

concerned. Again, as I said, a swamp cooler, whenever there’s games down the road, we can 

smell the barbecue from the tailgating and that is several blocks away. So, something right 

behind our home is very concerning even with an odor control. As, I said, we can smell the 

tailgating barbecue so, it’s definitely something that we… 

ZHE: Let me ask you, Ms. Banuelos, Mr. and Mrs. Lopez that testified just before you had raised 

concerns about sort of, increased crime in the area. Did you - - Have you seen any sort of 

increase in crime since the retail establishment was started? I mean, I’m just - - I just want to get 

at… 

G. BANUELOS: I can honestly say that we have seen more transients asking for money. We 

have seen an increase in people in the area that are high. We’ve seen an increase in people in the 

area leaving games that are high and with people in the area being high, usually, a lot of 

inappropriate behavior has taken place. We can tell you that there’s a lot of inappropriate 

behavior on our roads. In front of our home. We have been in several situations where we have 

felt unsafe. There has definitely been an increase in crime. I can honestly say that. A bike was 

stolen out of my backyard not that long ago. So, it’s just, it’s very concerning, not just for the 

odor but also for the crime as they stated. I just didn’t want to touch on it because it was already 

said. But, definitely, there is a concern for crime, and increasing crime. And, I mean, like they 

said before, I have small children and their windows are right there at the back of the house. I 

cannot guarantee that the, whoever is coming into my backyard is not going to try to break in to 

whatever window they see thinking that they’re going to get something better inside the house. 

ZHE: Thank you, Ms. Banuelos. I appreciate your testimony. 

G. BANUELOS: Thank you. 

ZHE: Is there anyone else that would like to speak? Again, this is agenda item 9. We’re calling 

for public comment. Please raise your hand if you haven’t yet spoken. Let’s see, I see B with a 

hand raised? It looks like a Freddy Kreuger image. Are you there? 

B. SEDDEN: Hi, can you hear me? 

ZHE: Yes. Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record. 

B. SEDDEN: Yes, I’m Bethany Sedden and it’s 1304 Wilmore DR SE, 87106. 

ZHE: Thank you. Please raise your right hand. Do you affirm under penalty of perjury that your 

testimony today will be true? 

B. SEDDEN: Yes. 

ZHE: Thank you. Go ahead. 
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B. SEDDEN: So, I pretty much have the same concerns the other people that’ve spoken up have. 

I’m also very close to that area and there is already an issue with the little alleyway that is 

between our houses and this business and I’m concerned of people going into that alleyway to 

hang out. I’m also concerned of the potential noise pollution that could happen because I also 

have children and you can hear everything perfectly where their area, they want to put it in. So, if 

there’s a bunch of people hanging out and doing that, like how late is it going to run? How often 

is it going to be a disturbance to you know, the peace in our backyard. And, those are my main 

concerns. There’s also like they said, the community center, that’s right there. And then, a little 

bit past that, there is a charter school that’s there. That also concerns me because I mean, it may 

fit in the allowed limits but a lot of those children walk around our neighborhood. They come 

around our block. So, they’re going to be passing right by this area.  

ZHE: Thank you for your testimony. Let’s see, I see Jeff Sedden with a hand raised. Are you 

there? 

J. SEDDEN: Yes, can you hear me? 

ZHE: Yes, sir.  Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record? 

J. SEDDEN: Jeff Sedden, 1304 Wilmore DR SE, 87106. 

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Please raise your right hand and do you affirm under penalty of perjury 

that your testimony today will be true? 

J. SEDDEN: Yes. 

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Go ahead. 

J. SEDDEN: So, I’m completely with everybody else that’s spoken. Whenever it comes to the 

vagrants that are coming around, the smells, especially if it’s consumption area. Presumably, 

they’re going to be smoking it there as well, is that correct? 

ZHE: We’ll let the applicant answer that question.  

J. SEDDEN: Okay. So, there’s no way to completely get rid of all the smells and especially with 

that being the case back behind us. A lot of us have jobs that have zero tolerance policies. Now, 

on top of that, and on top of the smells, and on top of the vagrants and everybody that’s going 

back behind our houses in the easements, trying to get into the facility. We’re also kind of 

concerned about the up to a five percent on average decrease in property values. And, from 

reports that I’m looking at, up to 500 increases in traffic incidences in the area. I mean, overall, 

with this many things that are potentially impacting our houses, our families and everything 

around the area. I’m agreeing with everybody else on disagreeing with this taking place. 

Especially with kids playing in the backyards. I mean, if, there’s, like I said, there’s no way to 

completely get rid of smells, completely get rid of smoke, completely get rid of everything that 

can potentially negatively impact our area. That’s it.  
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ZHE: Thank you, I appreciate your comments. Anyone else? Again, this is agenda item 9. Please 

raise your hand if you haven’t yet spoken and would like to provide public comment. I’m 

scrolling through the participant list and I don’t see anyone indicating they’d like to speak. 

Again, I’m calling for public comment on agenda item 9. Last call for public comment on agenda 

item 9. Okay, Mr. Lee, we’ve heard the public comment. Would you like to respond? 

C. LEE: Yes, sir. I would like to answer a couple questions. Mr. Sedden, yes, there will be 

smoking on site but it must be inside. Their, you know, the plan for the company themselves is a 

little bit different but we are searching for is a consumption license. And yes, but it all must be in 

an enclosed space. It must meet the minimum requirements for the indoor smoking for scrubbers 

for the odor control plan. There must be seals on the doors. Again, I myself, I’m not an engineer. 

So, I can’t, you know, and again, so, I can’t say yes, it would be zero smell emulating from the 

building but that is, you know, the goal that the City has and the odor control  plan is set for. And 

then, as far as the question, you know, when I started this statement, they do hold a retail license 

there at that location. And, they do plan to add the consumption piece. The retail is a prerequisite 

to that. So, again, all the rules relative to the IDO have been met for that location. They are 

members of the community there. They will do their best. I think with traffic, there in a business, 

there it will keep vagrants away from the area and help keep them out of the alley you know, 

with presence there. Whereas, if that building was vacant, and there is no business there, it’s 

more likely the vagrants can take over the area and use the property. So, that tends to help when 

businesses do enter the area. But, you know, again, all of these concerns by the neighbors are 

valid and mitigation to all those issues are the number one goal of the City and of the business 

themselves. So, they’ll do their, everything that’s asked to help with, to help the neighbors in that 

situation. But - - And, of course, any other comments, my client would like to speak, he is online 

as well.  

ZHE: Mr. Lee, do you know, about the concerns about crime? Are you aware - - Are there any 

studies you know, sort of industry, a lot of states have dealt with this before, New Mexico, are 

there any studies about whether crime, whether consumption lounges increase crime in the area? 

C. LEE: You know, not that I’ve done any research on it all myself, sir. You know, the numbers 

that Mr. Sedden brought up are foreign to me. I’m not saying that they’re not true but I haven’t 

done any research on those or seen those numbers relative to that. It is already a retail spot. I 

think, just in my own personal experience with clients in the City, you know, the consumption 

lounges don’t add a whole lot more traffic. It’s mostly people that were going to come, you 

know, come and purchase retail stuff anyway that just tend to take a little bit more time there and 

try to experience something different that those places have to offer. But, you know, so, that’s 

kind of the experience on the traffic piece that is all, you know. But, as far and the crime goes, 

from experience, as well. It’s just having a business and having people coming and going from 

these places tends to keep vagrants away a little more. Again, I can’t speak for the crime, but just 

for vagrants, traffic and for homelessness, if somebody’s there to keep people away, and to clean 

up the property, then you tend to not get the camps and not get people hanging out there. So, 
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again, that’s just from my personal experience with my clients and other buildings that we have 

gotten approvals on so, yes, sir.  

ZHE: Thank you. Well, thank you for your presentation. Thank you to everyone who provided 

public comment. You’ve definelty given me a lot to consider. I will do my best to apply the law 

to the facts in the record. And, I will issue the written decision in 15 days. Thank you everybody.  

MOZOON: Can I speak if you don’t mind? Do you have time for me to speak, please? 

ZHE: Who’s this? 

MOZOON: I’m the applicant. 

ZHE: Mr. Mozoon, is that right? 

MOZOON: Yes, sir.  

ZHE: Yeah, we can consider this as part of the response to the public comment. Let’s get you 

sworn in though. Would you please state your full name and mailing address for the record? 

MOZOON: Shedawn Mozoon, 2523 4th ST NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87102. 

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Do you affirm under penalty of perjury that your testimony today will be 

true? 

MOZOON: I do.  

ZHE: Thank you, sir. Go ahead. Briefly, please. 

MOZOON: Yeah, and I appreciate everyone’s time and I also want to recognize everyone that 

spoke. I am a father. I am a husband. I am a son. I own multiple homes in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. I own multiple stores in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  So, property value is absolutely, 

incredibly, is super important to me and what I can say and I think, you know, the residents that 

are there will agree. And, we’ve done this with a couple of properties. We’ve moved into a 

couple properties that have been boarded up, gated up and in the same for this location. It was a 

sight for sore eyes prior to use taking over. It was boarded, it would, it looked really bad. And, I 

think the biggest thing is security is the utmost important to us. So, I think we can - - The 

neighbors can see that we’ve already cleaned up. The building, looks clean now. We’ve paid 

attention to what they’re saying and so we value everyone’s concerns for crime. We are super 

concerned about that as well. I think the biggest thing, so, if that is of importance, it’s even more 

for us because we don’t want any kind of damage, of course, theft. Anything like that is what we 

are really scared about. I think what Mr. Lee represented is the biggest thing, is when you have a 

business there and we’re there seven days a week. There’s a great chance that the transients and 

the riff raff that’s going to come is going to be, will move away and it happened to us on Fourth 

and Menaul and we’re going to continue to do that. What I would love for anyone that is 

concerned, is come and see our retail places. If you walk into this building that we have on 1309 

Yale, you will be absolutely amazed of how beautiful it is on the inside. How much care, how 
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much money we’ve put in to make this thing absolutely beautiful. And, you can visit any one of 

our retail locations and you will see who we are and what we represent. So, I understand, I’m 

also a father so, I understand the concerns with kids. But, I think the biggest thing is, we’re here 

to help the community. We change lives with education and this movement of cannabis. It’s not 

a drug. It’s not what is perceived to be, of people hanging out and smoking. That’s not what 

we’re gonna do. That’s not what business is about. So, although I understand you guys’ 

concerns, I’d love to meet you. I’d love to invite you in to see our establishments that we 

currently have. I’d love for you guys to come and walk into this building that we have put 

together. And, I promise you, I promise you, you guys will change your opinions of what you 

think. We’re going to clean it up. We’re going to continue to lead as some of the best in the state. 

We care about what we do. We care about our business. We’re here to educate and we’re here to 

help people through cannabis and medicine. We’re not going to be hanging out and having 

parties and smoking, that’s not what business is about.  

ZHE: Mr. Mozoon or Mr. Lee, I just had a quick question, because we have to conclude the case. 

But, is there a plan or procedure in place to make sure that people are not over served, you know, 

similar to alcohol serving establishments, that you sort of don’t serve an inebriated person, things 

like that. So, that people aren’t leaving and getting in their cars inebriated. Are there mechanisms 

like that in place? 

C. LEE: Sir, you know, ultimately, it’s through education. The same way it is in bars, when it 

comes to alcohol. Exactly what you say. It’s about educating their bud tenders, making sure that 

they observe over intoxication and that they’re not over serving in that same way. The honesty is 

on the proprietor to make sure that people have the right to go out and it’s on the proprietor to 

make sure that they’re keeping honest people honest so to speak and doing due diligence and Mr. 

Mozoon and his team believe in that 100 percent.  
 

ZHE: Thank you, Mr. Lee, Mr. Mozoom. I appreciate all your comments and thank you also to 

all the people from the public who commented, you’ve given me a lot to consider. We do have to 

close the record but thank you, you’ve given me plenty of evidence. I’ll do my best to apply it to 

the law and issue the written decision in 15 days. Thank you everybody.  

MOZOON: Thank you. 

C. LEE: Thank you. 

ZHE: That concludes agenda item 9. 
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