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James Malton, An essay on British cottage architecture : being an attempt to perpetuate on principle, that peculiar mode of building, which was originally the effect of 
chance, Supported by fourteen designs, their ichnography, or plans, laid down to scale, comprising dwellings for the peasant and farmer, and retreats for the gentlemen, with 

various observations thereon (London: Hookham and Carpenter, 1798). © public domain



James Malton, An essay on British cottage architecture : being an attempt to perpetuate on principle, that peculiar mode of building, which was originally the effect of 
chance, Supported by fourteen designs, their ichnography, or plans, laid down to scale, comprising dwellings for the peasant and farmer, and retreats for the gentlemen, with 

various observations thereon (London: Hookham and Carpenter, 1798). Plates 16 & 17 © public domain



Peter Lugar, Architectural sketches for cottages, rural dwellings, and villas, in the Grecian, Gothic, and fancy styles with plans suitable to persons of genteel life and moderate fortune 
preceded by some observations on scenery and character proper for picturesque buildings (London: Printed by T. Bensley, for J. Taylor, 1805).  Cover, Dedication & Preface © public domain



Peter Lugar, Architectural sketches for cottages, rural dwellings, and villas, in the Grecian, Gothic, and fancy styles with plans suitable to persons of genteel life and moderate fortune 
preceded by some observations on scenery and character proper for picturesque buildings (London: Printed by T. Bensley, for J. Taylor, 1805). Plates I, III, XXXII & XXXIII. © public domain



Houses along Baltimore Road near York Town. From Columbia 
Magazine; or, Monthly Miscellany 2 (Philadelphia, July 1788), facing 

p. 357. Reproduced in John E. Crowley, ””In Happier Mansions, 

Warm, and Dry’: The Invention of the Cottage as the Comfortable 
Anglo-American House,” Winterthur Portfolio 32, no. 2/3 (1997): 171. © 

Winterthur Library

Log Cottage. From Alexander Jackson Davis, Rural Residences… with 
a View to the Improvement of American Country Architecture (New 

York: By the author, 1837-38). Reproduced in John E. Crowley, ””In 

Happier Mansions, Warm, and Dry’: The Invention of the Cottage as 
the Comfortable Anglo-American House,” Winterthur Portfolio 32, no. 

2/3 (1997): 171. © Winterthur Library

Typical Craftsman style house. 

© Getty Images/Douglas Keister



Top: Advertisement for Levittown, ca. 1960s
Left, top: Levittown Houses in New York, 1958

Left, bottom: Aerial view of Levittown, 
Pennsylvania circa 1959



Charles R. Parsons and Lyman W. Atwater, “The Four seasons of life: middle age” 
Published by Currier & Ives, c1868. © Library of Congress

Illustration from Godey’s Lady’s Book (1840)

The Nineteenth Century Woman’s Sphere: 
A life of expected dependence



Catharine Beecher and 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
The American Woman’s 
Home (1869)

• Principles of domestic science

• Modern (efficient) home design

• The ”servantless" Home
• A ”manual for the Victorian 

woman”

• Social & Economic 
Context: Published during the 

post-Civil War boom, it aimed to 

help women navigate the wide 
variety of new consumer goods 

available, while also promoting 

the idea that women's roles as 
nurturers and household 

managers were essential



Melusina Fay Peirce 

(1836-1923)

The private, single-family home 
organized around one woman 
responsible for cooking, 
cleaning, and childcare was 
inefficient, socially limiting, and 
the structural foundation of 
gender inequality.

These proposals were radical: community kitchens and 
dining facilities to reduce redundant labor across 
households; cooperative housing where childcare and 
domestic work were shared; neighborhood-based 
services (laundries, kitchens, daycare) integrated into 
urban design; and professionalization of domestic labor, 
treating it as skilled, paid work rather than invisible 
obligation.



Alice Constance Austin (1862–1955)

• self-taught designer, feminist, and socialist 
• developed plans between for the cooperative colony 

of Llano del Rio, California (1915-1917) 
• Took material feminism to urban scale

Alice Constance Austin with model of kitchenless house, 1916
© Yale University Libraries

Sketches of an ideal city from a patent application, Alice Constance 
Austin, inventor. © Yale University Libraries

Axonometric drawing of two houses showing underground tunnels from 
Austin, The Next Step (1935).



ALICE CONSTANCE 

AUSTIN AND LLANO 
DEL RIO
Taking Material 

Feminism to Urban 
Scale

Plan of part of a proposed garden city, from Austin, The Next Step (1935)

Sketches of an ideal city from a patent application, 
Alice Constance Austin, inventor. © Yale University 

Libraries
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