
Sawmill: 

The Evolution from 
Industrial to Mixed Use





• 93 home ownership units

• Affordable to households less 
than 80% AMI

2-person- $48,000
4-person- $60,000

• Future owners must income 
qualify

• Sales price/appreciation also 
limited



MRA AREA



380 multi-family housing 
units since 2000; 
83% are affordable

median
household 

income
$46,300

-4% decrease in 
Hispanic 

population

median
rent
$720







Sawmill
Zoning History

NM Municipal League
Zoning Officials

May 3, 2023

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022
City Zoning Code

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
UDD Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022
mailto:treed@cabq.gov


ABQ Growth



Zoning History

1959 City Limits

First Zoning Code (1959) 

1979 City Limits

Second Zoning Code 
(1975)

Old Town Sector 
Development Plan (1977)

Sawmill / Wells Park 
(1996, 2000, 2002)



Zoning

Sector Development Plan IDO zoning

Residential – Single-family (small lot)

Residential – Townhouse

Residential – Multi-family Low Density

Mixed-use – Transition
Mixed-use – Low Intensity

Mixed-use – Medium Intensity

Non-residential – Business Park

Non-residential – Light Manufacturing



An uneasy mix…



Cumulative Impacts

Applicability Railroad/Sawmill spur



Cumulative Impacts

Applicability Railroad/Sawmill spur
• Mitigate any negative 

impacts on surrounding 
residential development

• Provide cumulative 
impact analysis

• Provide traffic impact 
study

• Submit site plan to be 
reviewed/decided by 
Planning Commission



New industrial?

Uses
• Artisan manufacturing
• Tap room / tasting 

room



New industrial?

Use
• Cannabis products 

manufacturing



zoning as
destiny?

MX-H

MX-H

MX-H



• 7-mile loop
• $40M secured in federal, state, 

and local funding for 
construction

Albuquerque Rail Trail



Need for Contextual Standards in Zoning
• Fencing
• Landscape buffers next to high intensity uses
• Setbacks and step backs for new developments
• Pedestrian and cyclist access to properties 
• Trash enclosures
• Parking lot locations



Resources
Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
Urban Design + Dev. Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov

Planning Webpage

abc-zone.com

compplan.abc-zone.com

ABC Comp Plan cabq.gov/planning

Project Webpage

ido.abc-
zone.com

Interactive IDO

tinyurl.com/idozoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

mailto:mrenz@cabq.gov
https://compplan.abc-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
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