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Note to Users – 7/15/2021 
 
The City of Albuquerque’s Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO) update for 2020 is effective as of July 30, 
2021 and available in multiple venues:  

 
For download as a PDF on the City Planning webpage: 
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance  
 
For viewing online as an interactive document:   
https://ido.abc-zone.com/  
 
As a hard copy for reference:  
ABC Libraries: https://abclibrary.org/  
 
As an archive draft, with changes from the 2020 IDO annual update shown in color and footnoted: 
https://ido.abc-zone.com/2020-ido-archive-draft  

 
 
 

The Official Zoning Map is available on the City’s website via several 
interactive tools: 
 
Advanced Map Viewer:  

 http://www.cabq.gov/gis/advanced-map-viewer  
IDO Zoning Interactive Map:  

 https://tinyurl.com/idozoningmap  
 
 
 

All uses legal at the time of the IDO effective date remain legal and can continue, and all prior approvals 
remain valid. (See Subsection 14-16-1-10 Transitions from Previous Regulations for more details.) 
 
If an existing land use on a property is nonconforming under the IDO, the property owner can request a zone map 
amendment or expand with limitations, subject to approval by the Zoning Hearing Examiner. 
 
Annual Update 
The Planning Department will submit proposed text changes every fall for the City’s review and decision process. 
Email comments or concerns to abctoz@cabq.gov.  
 
More Information 

• Planning Department Forms, Procedures, and Information: http://www.cabq.gov/planning  
• Guides for uses, development standards, and processes: https://ido.abc-zone.com/  
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions on a range of IDO topics:  

abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-frequently-asked-questions  
• Presentation PDFs and video of IDO Trainings: https://abc-zone.com/ido-trainings 

IDO Zoning Interactive Map 

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
https://abclibrary.org/
https://ido.abc-zone.com/2020-ido-archive-draft
http://www.cabq.gov/gis/advanced-map-viewer
https://tinyurl.com/idozoningmap
mailto:abctoz@cabq.gov
http://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
https://abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-frequently-asked-questions
https://abc-zone.com/ido-trainings
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Table I: Small Area Regulations (in the order they appear in the IDO) 

This table is for reference purposes only to index small area provisions in the IDO. 
See TABLE II: Small Areas Mapped in the IDO (in alphabetical order). 
Area Subsection Page 
Part 14-16-5: Development Standards 
East Gateway Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)5 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 359 
La Cueva Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)6 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 359 
Los Candelarias Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)7 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
Los Duranes – CPO-6 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)8 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
Nob Hill/Highland – CPO-8 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)9 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
North 4th Corridor – CPO-9 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)10 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
North I-25 – CPO-10 / Alameda 
Boulevard Sub-area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)11 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 

Rio Grande Boulevard – CPO-11 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)12 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
South Yale Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)13 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
Sunport Boulevard Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)14 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 360 
Unser Boulevard Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)15 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 361 
Uptown Small Area 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)16 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 361 
Volcano Mesa – CPO-13 14-16-5-12(G)(1)(e)17 Off-premises Signs (Prohibitions) 361 
East Downtown – HPO-1 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Eighth and Forrester – HPO-2 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Fourth Ward – HPO-3 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Huning Highland – HPO-4 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Old Town – HPO-5 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Silver Hill – HPO-6 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(a) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Alameda Boulevard 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(c) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Griegos Road 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(c) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Rio Grande Boulevard 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(c) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Tramway Boulevard 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(c) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Unser Boulevard 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(c) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Coors Boulevard 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(d) Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
Downtown Neighborhood Area – CPO-3 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(f)1 Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
East Gateway Small Area 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(f)2 Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 363 
North 4th Corridor – CPO-9 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(f)3 Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 364 
Sawmill/Wells Park – CPO-12 14-16-5-12(H)(2)(f)4 Electronic Signs (Prohibitions) 364 
Interstate Highway 25 14-16-5-12(H)(3)(b) Electronic Signs (Off-premises Signs) 365 
Interstate Highway 40 14-16-5-12(H)(3)(b) Electronic Signs (Off-premises Signs) 365 

  































































































































































Part 14-16-3: Overlay Zones  3-3(A): Purpose 
3-3: Airport Protection Overlay Zone   
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3-3 AIRPORT PROTECTION OVERLAY ZONE 
3-3(A) PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Airport Protection Overlay (APO) zone is to require that land use and 
development at or around public airport facilities comply with the regulations of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) that protect the public from noise, vibration, and hazard 
impacts of airport operations and that protect the safety of aircraft operators. 

3-3(B) APPLICABILITY 
The standards in this Section 14-16-3-3 apply to the Albuquerque International Sunport and 
Double Eagle II Airport and other properties in all zone districts within the following sub-areas 
of the APO zone, which are mapped and briefly described below. These sub-areas correspond 
to FAA “zones” and/or “surfaces” and are detailed separately by the FAA. 

3-3(B)(1) Air Space Protection Sub-area 
This sub-area underlies a Horizontal Surface established at a height of 150 feet 
above the highest point of the usable landing area at each airport, resulting in a 
Horizontal Surface at 5,504.9 feet in elevation for the Albuquerque International 
Sunport and at 6,028.0 feet in elevation for the Double Eagle II Airport. 

3-3(B)(1)(a) Albuquerque International Sunport 

 
3-3(B)(1)(b) Double Eagle II Airport 

 







Part 14-16-3: Overlay Zones  3-3(C): Use Regulations 
3-3: Airport Protection Overlay Zone   

Integrated Development Ordinance 2020 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE – EFFECTIVE DRAFT JULY 2021 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico  Page 68 

between any radar installation and the airport, as determined by 
the City Aviation Department. 

3-3(C)(1)(f) Any primary, accessory, or temporary use that makes it difficult 
for flyers to distinguish between airport lights and others, results 
in glare in the eyes of flyers using the airport, impairs visibility in 
the vicinity of the airport or otherwise endangers the landing, 
taking-off, or maneuvering of aircraft as determined by the City 
Aviation Department. 

3-3(C)(1)(g) Any primary, accessory, or temporary use that produces smoke, 
fumes, gasses, or odors that would interfere with the safe use by 
aircraft of the Double Eagle II Airport or Albuquerque International 
Sunport, as determined by the City Aviation Department. 

3-3(C)(2) Noise Contour Sub-area 
3-3(C)(2)(a) The permissive uses in the Noise Contour Sub-area are as listed in 

Table 3-3-1 and Table 3-3-2, unless prohibited or more restricted 
in Subsection 14-16-3-3(C)(1) above or by the zone district. 
1. 75 DNL contour of the Noise Contour Sub-area 

Table 3-3-1: Permissive Uses within the 75 DNL Contour of the APO 
Noise Contour Sub-area  
Uses APO Use-specific Standard[1] 
Primary Uses 
General agriculture  
Parks and open space Open space only 
Paid parking lot  
Airport Private airport runways or taxiways only 
Park-and-ride lot  
Natural resource extraction Mining only 
Accessory Uses 
Animal keeping  
Temporary Uses 
Park-and-ride facility, temporary  
[1] In addition to any Use-specific Standards referenced in Table 4-2-1. 

2. 65 DNL and 75 DNL contours of the Noise Contour Sub-area 
Table 3-3-2: Permissive Uses between the 65 DNL and 75 DNL contours 
of the APO Noise Contour Sub-area 
Uses APO Use-specific Standard[1] 
Primary Uses 
Cemetery  
Parks and open space Open space only 
COMMERCIAL USES[2]  
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL-RELATED[2]  
FOOD, BEVERAGE AND INDOOR 
ENTERTAINMENT[2]  



















































Part 14-16-3: Overlay Zones  3-4(H): Martineztown/Santa Barbara – CPO-7 
3-4: Character Protection Overlay Zones   
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3-4(H) MARTINEZTOWN/SANTA BARBARA – CPO-7 

3-4(H)(1) Applicability 
The CPO-7 standards apply in the following mapped area. Where the CPO-7 
boundary crosses a lot line, the entire lot is subject to these standards. 

 

3-4(H)(2) Site Standards 
3-4(H)(2)(a) Lot Width, Minimum 

Multi-family dwellings (where allowable): 60 feet. 
3-4(H)(2)(b) Usable Open Space, Minimum 

Usable open space for multi-family dwellings is required as 
follows: 
1. General 

a. Efficiency or 1 bedroom: 300 square feet per unit. 
b. Two (2) bedrooms: 350 square feet per unit. 
c. Three (3) or more bedrooms: 400 square feet per unit. 

2. MX-T Zone District 
500 square feet per unit. 

3-4(H)(3) Setback Standards 
3-4(H)(3)(a) Low-density Residential Development 

1. Front, minimum: 10 feet. 
2. Garages and carports, minimum: 20 feet. 

3-4(H)(3)(b) MX-L Zone District 
Front, minimum: 10 feet. 

3-4(H)(4) Building Height, Maximum 
In Residential and Mixed-use zone districts: 26 feet, unless the site is 5 acres or 
greater, in which case the height standards in Table 5-1-2 apply. 













































http://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-urban-conservation-commission/historic-landmarks
http://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/landmarks-urban-conservation-commission/historic-landmarks






https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/historic-standards-and-guidelines
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/historic-standards-and-guidelines


https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/historic-standards-and-guidelines
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/historic-standards-and-guidelines


















http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS821J5xBUQsL3DT7ztPqqaabzyrbPxJd555NNdxcsrjhhhssjpu76QQkm64SmkS3q7DDOHeoaIvIplxJalJbp_jBPtzZzaIdFiJFrfWsKrgjvpvI-_R-hK-qerL6zDHTbFFLEYCCyOCYDORQX8EGTjjVkffGhBrwqrvdLCXCXCM0lJ82T4qCsmfS49g8UxmPqLMDj1yhVDUxuhVUnBitoOI1dou7upY-GOLMC4CV8uva7QhKDt6_b8eCRECq78Ke8IWYqejhOysH7U2xsMjBdmIv1lJ82T4qCjrPyrXPwUSbwaAq8082MQ4xwQgltd41el9RzaNEwgBispmDgSOyr3wlOIFZ-C6dV
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS821J5xBUQsL3DT7ztPqqaabzyrbPxJd555NNdxcsrjhhhssjpu76QQkm64SmkS3q7DDOHeoaIvIplxJalJbp_jBPtzZzaIdFiJFrfWsKrgjvpvI-_R-hK-qerL6zDHTbFFLEYCCyOCYDORQX8EGTjjVkffGhBrwqrvdLCXCXCM0lJ82T4qCsmfS49g8UxmPqLMDj1yhVDUxuhVUnBitoOI1dou7upY-GOLMC4CV8uva7QhKDt6_b8eCRECq78Ke8IWYqejhOysH7U2xsMjBdmIv1lJ82T4qCjrPyrXPwUSbwaAq8082MQ4xwQgltd41el9RzaNEwgBispmDgSOyr3wlOIFZ-C6dV
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4-2 ALLOWABLE USES 
Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses 
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory  
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5 years or more    T = Temporary    Blank Cell = Not Allowed 

Zone District >> 
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS 
RESIDENTIAL USES 
Household Living 
Dwelling, single-family detached P P P P P  P            4-3(B)(1) 
Dwelling, mobile home   P                 
Dwelling, cluster development P P  P P  P            4-3(B)(2) 
Dwelling, cottage development P P P P P  P            4-3(B)(3) 
Dwelling, two-family detached 
(duplex)  P  P P  P            4-3(B)(4) 

Dwelling, townhouse    P P P P P P P         4-3(B)(5) 
Dwelling, live-work     C C P P P P P CA CA       4-3(B)(6) 
Dwelling, multi-family     P P P P P P         4-3(B)(7) 
Group Living 
Assisted living facility or nursing 
home    C P P P P P P          

Community residential facility, 
small P P  P P P P P P P         4-3(B)(8) 

Community residential facility, 
large     P P P P P P         4-3(B)(8) 

Dormitory      P C P P P          
Group home, small     C P P P P          4-3(B)(9) 
Group home, medium     C C C P P P         4-3(B)(9) 
Group home, large      C   C C         4-3(B)(9) 
CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 
Adult or child day care facility   C C C P P P P P P P A A      
BioPark                P (in D) 4-3(C)(7) 
Cemetery               P     
Community center or library C P  P P P P P P P C C C C  P  C 4-3(C)(1) 
Correctional facility               P     
Elementary or middle school C C  C P P P P P P P P CV   P  C 4-3(C)(2) 
Fire or police station               P     
High school C C  C C P P P P P P P C   P   4-3(C)(3) 
Hospital         P P P P       4-3(C)(4) 
Museum    CV CV C P P P P P P P P  P A  4-3(C)(5) 
Overnight shelter          C C C C C     4-3(C)(6) 
Parks and open space P P  P P P P P P P P P C C A P P P 4-3(C)(7) 
Religious institution P P  P P P P P P P P P CV CV     4-3(C)(8) 
Sports field       CV C P P P P P C  P  C  
University or college      CV CV C P P P P CV CV      
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Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses 
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory  
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5 years or more    T = Temporary    Blank Cell = Not Allowed 

Zone District >> 
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Freight terminal or dispatch 
center 

           C P P     4-3(D)(43) 

Helipad         CA CA A P P P A    4-3(D)(44) 
Park-and-ride lot      C C C P C C P C C A A   4-3(D)(45) 
Railroad yard            C P P     4-3(D)(46) 
Transit facility      C C C P P P P P P     4-3(D)(47) 
INDUSTRIAL USES 
Manufacturing, Fabrication, and Assembly 
Artisan manufacturing       C P P P P P P P     4-3(E)(1) 
Cannabis cultivation       C P P P P P P P     4-3(E)(2) 
Cannabis-derived products 
manufacturing  

      C P P P P P P P     4-3(E)(3) 

Light manufacturing          A P P P P     4-3(E)(4) 
Heavy manufacturing              P     4-3(E)(5) 
Natural resource extraction               P    4-3(E)(6) 
Special manufacturing              C     4-3(E)(7) 
Telecommunications, Towers, and Utilities 
Drainage facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A A A C  
Electric utility P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A A A A 4-3(E)(8) 
Geothermal energy generation A A A A A A A A A A A P P P  A A  4-3(E)(9) 
Major utility, other P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A A A A  
Solar energy generation P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P P 4-3(E)(10) 
Wind energy generation       A A A A A A A C A A A  4-3(E)(11) 
Wireless Telecommunications Facility (WTF)   

4-3(E)(12) 

Architecturally integrated  A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A   
Non-commercial or broadcasting 
antenna A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A   

Collocation A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A   
Freestanding       P P P P P P P P A    
Public utility collocation A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A   
Roof-mounted   A  A A A A A A A A A A A    
Small cell A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Waste and Recycling 
Recycling drop-off bin facility      A A A A A P P P P     4-3(E)(13) 
Solid waste convenience center               P    4-3(E)(14) 
Salvage yard            C C P     4-3(E)(15) 
Waste and/or recycling transfer 
station               P    4-3(E)(16) 

Wholesaling and Storage 
Above-ground storage of fuels or 
feed             C P      

Outdoor storage        CA C C C A P P     4-3(E)(17) 
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4-3 USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
4-3(A) GENERAL 

4-3(A)(1) Each activity required to have a license, permit, or approval to operate from the 
State or federal government or any other governmental or quasi-governmental 
entity, or required to have a City business license to operate, shall maintain that 
license, permit, or approval in effect at all times, and shall comply with the 
requirements of that license, permit, or approval. 

4-3(A)(2) All uses shall comply with City ordinances regulating noise, odors, vibration, 
glare, heat, and other nuisance conditions affecting other properties, as well as 
the requirements of Section 14-16-5-13 (Operation and Maintenance) unless 
specifically exempted from one or more of those requirements. 

4-3(A)(3) All uses and associated regulations approved through SU-1, PD, PC, or a specific 
Site Plan processes prior to the effective date of this IDO shall remain valid. 

4-3(B) RESIDENTIAL USES 

4-3(B)(1) Dwelling, Single-family Detached 
4-3(B)(1)(a) In the R-A and R-1 zone districts, only 1 single-family detached 

dwelling is allowed per lot unless the units are part of a cottage 
development, in which case the provisions of Subsection 14-16-4-
3(B)(3) apply. 

4-3(B)(1)(b) If the single-family detached dwelling meets the definition of a 
manufactured home, and the dwelling is not located in an R-MC 
zone district, the manufactured home shall meet the following 
standards: 
1. Each manufactured home shall comply with the federal 

Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act 
of 1974 (42 USC. Sec. 5401).  

2. When used as a residence, only 1 manufactured home may be 
located on a lot. 

3. Each manufactured home shall be installed on a permanent 
foundation with an anchorage and tie-down constructed to 
meet the requirements of with Articles 14-1 and 14-3 of ROA 
1994 (Uniform Administrative Code and Technical Codes and 
Uniform Housing Code) or the manufactured home installation 
code. 

4. All Development Standards applicable to other single-family 
detached dwellings in the zone district where the 
manufactured home is located shall apply to this use.  

4-3(B)(1)(c) If the single-family detached dwelling meets the definition of a 
manufactured home, and the dwelling is located in an R-MC 
district, the provisions of Subsection (a) above do not apply, and 
the provisions of Subsection 14-16-2-3(C) (Residential – 
Manufactured Home Community Zone District (R-MC)) shall apply. 
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4-3(B)(3)(f) If individual cottage dwelling units do not have kitchens, a shared 
community space with a kitchen in a fully enclosed portion of a 
building accessible to all residents shall be provided. 

4-3(B)(3)(g) Homeowners association or other recorded documents shall 
require that any the sale of individual dwelling units also include 
an associated interest in shared or common lands, structures or 
facilities and shall require the buyer’s continued responsibility for 
its share of those responsibilities. 

4-3(B)(3)(h) Each project site shall maintain a landscape buffer at least 10 feet 
wide, meeting the requirements of Section 14-16-5-6 
(Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening) along each side and rear 
lot line, and no portion of any primary or accessory structure may 
be located in that buffer area.  

4-3(B)(3)(i) In the R-A and R-1 zone districts, 30 percent of the gross area of 
the project site shall be usable open space. Open balconies and 
rooftop decks shall not count toward this requirement. 

4-3(B)(3)(j) If the zone district allows two-family detached (duplex) or 
townhouse dwellings, a cottage development may include those 
dwelling types. 

4-3(B)(4) Dwelling, Two-family Detached (Duplex) 
4-3(B)(4)(a) Where this use is allowed and the 2 dwelling units are on separate 

lots, interior side setbacks required by the zone district shall not 
apply to any lot line where the 2 units share a common wall.  

4-3(B)(4)(b) This use is prohibited in the R-1 zone district, except in R-1A where 
1 two-family detached dwelling is permissive on 2 lots where the 
building straddles the lot line and each dwelling unit is on a 
separate lot. (See figure below.) 

 

4-3(B)(5) Dwelling, Townhouse 
4-3(B)(5)(a) For townhouse developments containing more than 6 dwelling 

units on a common lot, minimum usable open space shall be 
provided as follows: 
1. Efficiency or 1 bedroom: 200 square feet per unit. 
2. 2 bedrooms: 250 square feet per unit. 
3. 3 or more bedrooms: 300 square feet per unit. 
4. In UC-MS-PT areas, the minimum usable open space required 

shall be 50 percent of the requirements in Subsections 1 
through 3 above. 
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4-3(B)(9)(c) The total number of group homes shall not exceed 30 in each City 
Council District. 

4-3(C) CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 

4-3(C)(1) Community Center or Library 
If Table 4-2-1 indicates that this use is allowed in the R-A, R-1, R-T, or MX-T zone 
districts, it shall be subject to the same size limits applicable to religious 
institutions in that zone district, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-4-3(C)(8)(b) or 
14-16-4-3(C)(8)(c). 

4-3(C)(2) Elementary or Middle School 
If Table 4-2-1 indicates that this use is allowed in the R-A, R-1, R-T, or MX-T zone 
districts, it shall be subject to the same size limits applicable to religious 
institutions in that zone district, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-4-3(C)(8)(b) or 
14-16-4-3(C)(8)(c). 

4-3(C)(3) High School 
If Table 4-2-1 indicates that this use is allowed in the R-A, R-1, R-T, or MX-T zone 
districts, it shall be subject to the same size limits applicable to religious 
institutions in that zone district, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-4-3(C)(8)(b) or 
14-16-4-3(C)(8)(c). 

4-3(C)(4) Hospital 
In the MX-M zone district, this use is limited to no more than 20 overnight beds 
and, if located within 330 feet of any Residential zone district, shall require a 
Conditional Use approval, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(A). 

4-3(C)(5) Museum 
In any Residential or MX-T zone district, this use shall not exceed 10,000 square 
feet of gross floor area. 

4-3(C)(6) Overnight Shelter 
This use is prohibited within 1,500 feet in any direction of any other overnight 
shelter.  

4-3(C)(7) Parks and Open Space 
4-3(C)(7)(a) NR-PO-A or Other Zone District with a City-owned or City-

operated Park 
1. Parks and recreational facilities, including associated 

community buildings, lighting, parking areas, trails, play areas, 
playgrounds, exercise stations, basketball courts, restrooms, 
drinking water facilities, picnic shelters, storage sheds and 
enclosures, and any other structures or improvements 
approved by the City Parks and Recreation Department are 
allowed. 

2. Parks are prohibited in certain areas within the Airport 
Protection Overlay Zone, pursuant to Section 14-16-3-3. 
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Small Area pursuant to Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative 
Impacts) and 14-16-6-4(H) (Cumulative Impacts Analysis 
Requirements). 

4-3(E)(14) Solid Waste Convenience Center 
4-3(E)(14)(a) This use is prohibited within 330 feet of Major Public Open Space. 
4-3(E)(14)(b) A cumulative impacts analysis may be required at the time of 

application submittal for projects within the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area pursuant to Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative 
Impacts) and 14-16-6-4(H) (Cumulative Impacts Analysis 
Requirements). 

4-3(E)(15) Salvage Yard 
4-3(E)(15)(a) All activities shall be conducted within the fully enclosed portions 

of a building or within an area enclosed on all sides by an opaque 
wall, fence, retaining wall, or vegetative screen at least 6 feet high. 
Additional requirements in Section 14-16-5-6 (Landscaping, 
Buffering, and Screening) may apply. 

4-3(E)(15)(b) Inoperative light vehicles or heavy equipment may not extend 
above the height of the opaque wall, fence, retaining wall, or 
vegetative screen, unless those items are located at least 100 feet 
inside the required wall, fence, or vegetative screen. 

4-3(E)(15)(c) A cumulative impacts analysis may be required at the time of 
application submittal for projects within the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area pursuant to Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative 
Impacts) and 14-16-6-4(H) (Cumulative Impacts Analysis 
Requirements). 

4-3(E)(16) Waste and/or Recycling Transfer Station 
4-3(E)(16)(a) This use is prohibited within 330 feet of Major Public Open Space. 
4-3(E)(16)(b) A cumulative impacts analysis may be required at the time of 

application submittal for projects within the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area pursuant to Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative 
Impacts) and 14-16-6-4(H) (Cumulative Impacts Analysis 
Requirements).  

4-3(E)(17) Outdoor Storage 
4-3(E)(17)(a) This use shall comply with the provisions in Section 14-16-5-6 

(Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening). 
4-3(E)(17)(b) In any zone district except for NR-GM, the height of any items 

stored outside shall not exceed the height of any screening wall, 
fence, or vegetation, unless the item is located at least 100 feet 
inside the screening wall, fence, or vegetative screen. 

4-3(E)(17)(c) A cumulative impacts analysis may be required at the time of 
application submittal for projects within the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area pursuant to Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative 
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Table 5-1-1: Residential Zone District Dimensional Standards 
UC-MS-PT = Urban Centers, Main Street areas, and Premium Transit areas as identified in the ABC Comp Plan  
BR = bedroom    DU = dwelling units. 
Note: Any different dimensional standards in Part 14-16-3 (Overlay Zones) and Section 14-16-5-9 
(Neighborhood Edges) applicable to the property shall prevail over the standards in this table. 
Zone District R-A[1] R-1[1] R-MC[2] R-T[1] R-ML R-MH 

[1] Residential development that qualifies for funding through Article 14-17 of ROA 1994 (Family Housing Developments) may be eligible for 
development incentives specified in that Article. 
[2] In the R-MC zone district, setback standards apply to the entire project site, not to individual manufactured home spaces; however, the 
minimum distance between dwellings is 10 ft. unless the applicant otherwise demonstrates that the buildings comply with Article 14-2 of ROA 
1994 (Fire Code). 
[3] Unless specified otherwise in this IDO, minimum lot size and width apply to the lot, not to individual dwelling units. 
[4] For lots in the R-MH zone district that do not meet this minimum lot size requirement, development is allowed pursuant to Subsection 14-
16-6-8(E)(3). 
[5] Usable open space requirements for R-ML and R-MH are for multi-family residential development only. Use-specific standards for some 
development types require usable open space pursuant to Subsections 14-16-4-3(B)(3)(i) (Dwelling, Cottage Development) and 14-16-4-
3(B)(5)(a) (Dwelling, Townhouse). 
[6] At corners and junctions with driveways, drive aisles, or alleys, additional clear sight triangle requirements in the DPM may apply. 
[7] For all low-density residential development, any driveway on a front or street side lot line must meet the standards in Subsection 14-16-5-
3(C)(3)(b) (Driveways, Drive Aisles, and Access). 
[8] For buildings constructed on a lot line abutting a privately owned lot that is not under the same ownership as the subject property, 
Subsection 14-16-5-1(F) (Buildings Constructed on a Lot Line) applies. 
[9] Greater setbacks and/or reduced heights may be required for compliance with the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) along lot lines 
that abut, are adjacent to, or within properties 
that contain overhead power lines and/or electric utility easements. Electric service provision from the Public Service Company of New 
Mexico (PNM) will also depend on adequate structure clearance requirements as outlined in the PNM Electric Service Guide. 
[10] The minimum side setback for two-family detached (duplex) and townhouse dwellings may vary, pursuant to the Use-specific Standards 
for those uses in Subsections 14-16-4-3(B)(4) and 14-16-4-3(B)(5), respectively. 
[11] In the R-1A sub-zone, one internal side setback may be 0 ft. if the opposite internal side setback is at least 10 ft. 

5-1(C)(2) Contextual Residential Development in Areas of Consistency 
5-1(C)(2)(a) Applicability 

1. For the following residential development types, the 
contextual lot size standards in Subsection (b) below do not 
apply, and the contextual setback standards in Subsection (c) 
below apply to the entire project site, not to individual lots or 
primary buildings: 
a. Manufactured home communities in the R-MC zone 

district. 
b. Cluster development. 
c. Cottage development. 

2. All other development in any Residential zone district on 
blocks where lots have been platted and at least 1 primary 
building is constructed shall comply with the standards in 
Subsections (b) and (c) below. 

5-1(C)(2)(b) Lot Size 
In any Residential zone district in an Area of Consistency, the 
minimum and maximum lot sizes for construction of new low-
density residential development shall be based on the size of the 
Bernalillo County Tax Assessor’s lot, or a combination of adjacent 
Tax Assessor’s lots, on the portions of the blocks fronting the same 
street as the lot where the new low-density residential 
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development is to be constructed, rather than on the size of the 
individual subdivision lots shown on the existing subdivision plat.  
1. New low-density residential development shall not be 

constructed on a Tax Assessor’s lot, or combination of 
abutting Tax Assessor’s lots, that is smaller than 75 percent of 
the average of the size of the Tax Assessor’s lots, or 
combinations of adjacent Tax Assessor’s lots, that contain a 
primary building on those blocks.  

2. Within UC-MS-PT areas or within 1,320 feet (¼ mile) of DT-UC-
MS-PT areas, new low-density residential development on a 
lot 10,000 square feet or larger shall not be constructed on a 
Tax Assessor’s lot, or combination of abutting Tax Assessor’s 
lots, that is smaller than 50 percent of the average of the size 
of the Tax Assessor’s lots, or combinations of adjacent Tax 
Assessor’s lots, that contain a primary building on those 
blocks. 

3. New low-density residential development shall not be 
constructed on a Tax Assessor’s lot, or combination of 
abutting Tax Assessor’s lots, that is larger than 125 percent of 
the average of the size of the Tax Assessor’s lots, or 
combinations of adjacent Tax Assessor’s lots, that contain a 
primary building on those blocks. On lots that include sensitive 
lands or are adjacent to sensitive lands or Major Public Open 
Space, the lot may be up to 150 percent larger. 

4. In making these calculations, the size of any Tax Assessor’s lot 
or combination of adjacent tax assessor’s lots containing 
primary buildings on that block that are not low-density 
residential development shall be ignored.  

5. In making the calculations in Subsections 1 through 4 above, 
any lots owned by the applicant with existing site features that 
are to be preserved, including but not limited to areas of open 
space or existing structures, shall not be considered in the 
contextual standards calculations for lot size. 

5-1(C)(2)(c) Front Setbacks 
In any Residential zone district in an Area of Consistency, the front 
setback for construction of new low-density residential 
development shall be based on the existing front setbacks of 
primary buildings on adjacent lots:  
1. If both of the abutting lots facing the same street are low-

density residential development, the front setback of any new 
dwellings shall be between the closer and farther front 
setbacks of the 2 primary dwellings on the abutting lots. (See 
illustration below). 

2. If only 1 of the abutting lots facing the same street is a low-
density residential development, the front setback of any new 
dwellings shall be within 3 feet of the front setback of the 
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5-1(D) MIXED-USE ZONE DISTRICTS 

5-1(D)(1) Mixed-use Zone District Table 
All development in any Mixed-use zone district shall comply with the 
dimensional standards in Table 5-1-2, unless an exception or a different 
standard is stated in another section of this IDO. Subsection 14-16-2-4(E) 
(Mixed-use – Form-based Zone District (MX-FB)) includes dimensional standards 
for MX-FB sub-zones. 

Table 5-1-2: Mixed-use Zone District Dimensional Standards 
UC-MS-PT = Urban Centers, Main Streets, and Premium Transit areas as identified in the ABC Comp Plan  
BR = bedroom    DU = dwelling units. 
Note: Any different dimensional standards in Part 14-16-3 (Overlay Zones) and Section 14-16-5-9 
(Neighborhood Edges) applicable to the property shall supersede the standards in this table. 

Zone District MX-T MX-L MX-M MX-H 
Site Standards 
Usable open 
space, 
minimum[1] 

Efficiency or 1 BR: 225 sq. ft./unit 
2 BR: 285 sq. ft./unit 

≥3 BR: 350 sq. ft./unit 
UC-MS-PT: 50% reduction 

Setbacks[2][3][4][5] 
Front, minimum 5 ft. 

UC-MS-PT: 0 ft.[6] 
Front, maximum N/A 

UC-MS-PT: 15 ft. 
Side, minimum Interior: 0 ft.; Street side of corner lots: 5 ft. 

UC-MS-PT: 0 ft. 
Side, maximum N/A 

UC-MS-PT: Interior: N/A; Street side of corner lots: 15 ft.[6] 
Rear, minimum 15 ft. 

UC-MS-PT: 0 ft. where rear lot line abuts a street or alley 
Rear, maximum N/A 
Building Height[5] 
Building height, 
maximum 

30 ft. 

38 ft. 
UC-MS-PT: 55 ft. 

48 ft. 
UC-MS-PT: 65 ft. 

68 ft. 
UC-MS-PT: 75 ft. 

No maximum for portions of building >100 ft. 
from all lot lines 

UC-MS-PT-MT:  
12 ft. Structured Parking Bonus 

UC-MS-PT-MT:  
24 ft. Structured 

Parking Bonus 
UC-MS-PT-MT: 12 ft. Workforce Housing Bonus 

[1] Usable open space requirements indicated in this table are for multi-family residential development only. Additional usable open space 
requirements in Subsections 14-16-4-3(B)(3)(i) (Dwelling, Cottage Development) and 14-16-4-3(B)(5)(a) (Dwelling, Townhouse) may apply to 
low-density residential development in any Mixed-use zone district. 
[2] At corners and junctions with driveways, drive aisles, or alleys, additional clear sight triangle requirements in the DPM may apply. 
[3] For all low-density residential development, any driveway on a front or street side lot line must meet the standards in Subsection 14-16-5-
3(C)(3)(b) (Driveways, Drive Aisles, and Access). 
[4] For buildings constructed on a lot line abutting a privately owned lot that is not under the same ownership as the subject property, 
Subsection 14-16-5-1(F) (Buildings Constructed on a Lot Line) applies. 
[5] Greater setbacks and/or reduced heights may be required for compliance with the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) along lot lines 
that abut, are adjacent to, or within properties that contain overhead power lines and/or electric utility easements. Electric service provision 
from the Public Service Company of New Mexico (PNM) will also depend on adequate structure clearance requirements as outlined in the 
PNM Electric Service Guide. 
[6] In UC-MS-PT areas, all development must meet the standards in Subsection 14-16-5-1(D)(2). 
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Approval, pursuant to review and decision procedures and criteria in Subsection 
14-16-6-5(A) (Archaeological Certificate). 

5-2(E)(3) Unexpected Archaeological Discovery 
5-2(E)(3)(a) In the event that an archaeological resource is unexpectedly 

discovered in the city during any demolition, development, or land 
disturbance activity on any property for which a Certificate of No 
Effect has been issued, such activity in the immediate vicinity of 
the archaeological resource shall immediately cease and the 
person or entity responsible for or overseeing the demolition, 
development or land disturbance activity shall immediately notify 
the Planning Director or City Archaeologist of the discovery.  

5-2(E)(3)(b) Activity that ceases because of the unexpected discovery of an 
archaeological resource may resume only after the City 
Archaeologist determines that the resource is not significant or 
approves a treatment plan.  

5-2(E)(3)(c) If the City Archaeologist determines that the area containing the 
archaeological resource can be separated from the project and the 
resource protected until the treatment plan is completed, the 
demolition, development, or land disturbance activity may 
resume.  

5-2(E)(3)(d) The failure to immediately cease demolition, development or land 
disturbance activity upon the discovery of an archaeological 
resource is a violation subject to the penalties in Part 1-1-99 of 
ROA 1994 (General Penalty). 

5-2(E)(4) Human Remains  
In the event that human remains or funerary artifacts are discovered on any 
property in the city during demolition, development or land disturbance activity, 
Section 18-6-11.2 of the New Mexico Cultural Properties Act shall control. 

5-2(F) CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

5-2(F)(1) Applicability 
This Subsection 14-16-5-2(F) applies to development or redevelopment that 
meets all of the following criteria:  

5-2(F)(1)(a) Any portion of the subject property is within the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area (i.e. within 2,640 feet [1/2 mile] of the BNSF railroad or 
1,320 feet [¼ mile] of the Sawmill Spur), as mapped below.  
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5-2(H)(6) Where an acequia crosses a street, Subsection 14-16-5-2(C)(3) applies. 

5-2(I) LANDFILL BUFFERS 
Sensitive lands include landfill gas buffer areas, which comprise closed or operating landfills 
and the areas of potential landfill gas migration surrounding them. Development within 
landfill gas buffer areas, as established by Interim Guidelines for Development within City 
Designated Landfill Buffer Zones of the City Environmental Health Department and as shown 
on the Official Zoning Map, shall follow the Interim Guidelines to mitigate health hazards due 
to methane and other byproduct gases. All development within a landfill gas buffer requires a 
Landfill Gas Mitigation Approval pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-4(S)(5) to ensure that 
potential health and safety impacts are addressed. 

5-2(J) MAJOR ARROYO STANDARDS 

5-2(J)(1) Applicability 
This Subsection 14-16-5-2(J) applies to development or redevelopment on lots 
abutting a major arroyo. 

5-2(J)(2) Drainage 
5-2(J)(2)(a) All subdivisions and site development shall comply with all 

applicable requirements of Article 14-5 of ROA 1994 (Flood Hazard 
and Drainage Control), the DPM, and the Albuquerque 
Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA).  

5-2(J)(2)(b) Development will not be allowed to discharge stormwater runoff 
into an arroyo, unless an engineering analysis can demonstrate 
that discharge will have minimal impact on the treatment called 
for in the drainage management plan for the arroyo and on 
existing detention basins. 

5-2(J)(3) Arroyos and Trails 
5-2(J)(3)(a) Accessory buildings shall be set back from any lot line abutting an 

arroyo or trail 2 feet for each foot of building height in excess of 6 
feet. 

5-2(J)(3)(b) Property owners shall dedicate public right-or-way as shown in the 
Facility Plan for Arroyos for trails and/or arroyos. Public right-of-
way for a trail and landscaping adjacent to an arroyo shall average 
20 feet in width.  

5-2(J)(3)(c) Access to the trail system shall be provided at all roadway 
intersections and adjacent public facilities, including parks, 
libraries, community centers, and Major Public Open Space.  

5-2(J)(3)(d) For new subdivisions adjacent to existing arroyo corridors, access 
to existing arroyo corridor trails shall be provided for residents of 
the subdivision at an interval of 1,320 feet (¼ mile) for unpaved 
trails and ½ mile for paved trails. Access for the public may be 
provided at the applicant’s option or as required to comply with 
other provisions of this IDO, the DPM, or other adopted City 
regulations. 
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parking is located within 660 feet in any direction of the use 
for which the parking is provided (measured from the nearest 
points on their lot lines), and the applicant provides 
documentation that the off-site spaces will remain available to 
supply the required parking for the applicant’s property for a 
period of not less than 2 years. Off-site parking for a non-
residential use may not be provided in any Residential zone 
district. 

3. Parking in the rear of a site may be accessed by alleys or by 
shared access drives or easements along abutting side yards 
where alley access is not feasible or alleys do not exist. Shared 
access easements shall not be more than 20 feet wide. 

4. Parking shall be landscaped following the requirements in 
Subsection 14-16-5-6(F). 

5-5(F)(2) Design, Access, and Circulation 
The following standards apply to driveways, drive aisles, carports, parking lots, 
and parking structures unless specified otherwise in this IDO. 

5-5(F)(2)(a) Low-density Residential Development 
The following standards apply to all low-density residential 
development in any zone district except R-MC: 
1. Driveways, parking areas, and curb cuts shall meet any 

applicable requirements in Subsection 14-16-5-3(C)(3)(b) 
(Driveways, Drive Aisles, and Access) and the DPM. 

2. The combined area of the front yard or street side yard that 
can be improved for driveways and parking areas in the R-1, R-
T, R-ML, and R-MH zone districts shall be limited pursuant to 
Table 5-5-6. 
Table 5-5-6: Maximum Front and Street Side Yard 
Parking Area 
Lot Size (sq. ft.) Maximum Front and Street Side Yard 

Parking Area 
≤2,200  400 sq. ft. or ≤85%, whichever is greater 
>2,200 and <5,000 400 sq. ft. or ≤75%, whichever is greater 
≥5,000 400 sq. ft. or ≤60%, whichever is greater 

3. Carports 
a. Where carports are allowed pursuant to this Subsection 3, 

they shall not extend into any required clear sight triangle. 
b. In the R-A, R-1, R-T, R-ML, R-MH, and MX-T zone districts, 

no carport wall may be built within the required front or 
side setback area unless a Permit – Carport is approved 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(G). 

c. In the R-A, R-1, R-T, R-ML, R-MH, and MX-T zone districts, 
no portion a carport structure may be located within 3 
feet of a lot line. 
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a. Parking areas, parking circulation, and access for a non-
residential development with more than 100,000 square 
feet of gross floor area shall be designed based on a traffic 
study conducted at the applicant’s expense, covering 
anticipated traffic volumes, turning movements, trip 
generation, and parking demand. 

b. Each parking lot containing 100 or more parking spaces, 
any of which are located more than 330 feet from the 
front façade of the building shall contain walkways 
designed to allow pedestrians to access the front door of 
the primary building without the need to walk through 
parking areas or cross driving lanes, as required by the 
DPM. 

c. Each parking lot containing 100 or more spaces shall 
divide the parking lot into separate areas each containing 
less than 100 spaces that are separated from each other 
by 1 or more of the following: 
i. Landscaped swales or other landscaped features 

(which shall count toward the amount of required site 
landscaping). 

ii. Landscaped pedestrian paths not less than 20 feet 
wide. 

iii. Driving lanes that do not contain parking spaces on 
either side. 

iv. Primary or accessory buildings. 
v. A distance of at least 100 feet (measured between the 

closest points in the 2 parking areas). 
d. Each parking lot containing 200 or more spaces shall 

include bicycle pathways designed to provide a clear and 
convenient connection across or through vehicle 
circulation areas, as required by the DPM. 

e. All parking lots shall meet the landscaping requirements in 
Subsection 14-16-5-6(F) (Parking Lot Landscaping). 

5-5(F)(3) Technical Design Standards 
5-5(F)(3)(a) All parking facilities shall comply with all applicable provisions in 

this IDO, including but not limited to those in Sections 14-16-5-3 
(Access and Connectivity), 14-16-5-5(I) (Landscaping, Buffering, 
and Screening), 14-16-5-8 (Outdoor Lighting), and 14-16-5-9 
(Neighborhood Edges), and applicable standards in the DPM. 

5-5(F)(3)(b) Design and construction of surface parking areas shall also comply 
with all applicable standards in the DPM, including but not limited 
to those standards addressing the following topics: 
1. Grading and drainage of parking areas. 
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5-5(F)(4)(c) Fourth Ward – HPO-3 
1. Parking and loading areas shall be located to the back of the 

site. 
2. Parking and loading areas shall be located to minimize 

visibility from the street.  
3. Parking on the street-facing side of corner buildings is 

prohibited. 
5-5(F)(4)(d) Huning Highland – HPO-4 

1. All parking areas with 6 or more parking spaces shall be 
divided with landscaped areas planted in accordance with 
Section 14-16-5-6 (Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening). 

2. Parking areas shall be accessed primarily by alleys where 
physical conditions permit. 

3. Tandem parking is allowed in driveways provided that the 
tandem space is behind the front yard setback. The tandem 
space may be counted in the calculation of required on-site 
parking.  

4. Automobile headlights shall be screened from adjacent lots 
and from the street in accordance with Section 14-16-5-6 
(Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening). 

5-5(F)(4)(e) Old Town – HPO-5 
Off-street parking is not required, but any off-street parking shall 
comply with all provisions of this Section 14-16-5-5, excluding 
those special provisions applicable to other HPO zones. 

5-5(F)(4)(f) Silver Hill – HPO-6 
1. An alley shall serve as the primary access to parking and 

loading areas. 
2. Tandem parking is allowed in driveways provided that the 

tandem space is behind the front yard setback. The tandem 
space may be counted in the calculation of required on-site 
parking driveways.  

3. Existing driveways shall not be widened or expanded, and 
paving in the front yard setback other than for driveways is 
prohibited. 

4. Parking areas with 6 or more vehicle parking spaces must 
include landscaped areas internal to the parking area 
complying with Section 14-16-5-6 (Landscaping, Buffering, and 
Screening). 

5-5(G) PARKING STRUCTURE DESIGN 

5-5(G)(1) Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
Above-ground parking structures or portions of structures occupied by 
automobile parking shall be designed using the principles of CPTED so as to 
deter crime and to facilitate security measures and shall meet the following 
standards in addition to the other standards of this Section. 
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5-5(G)(2) Parking Spaces and Circulation 
Parking spaces and circulation shall meet technical standards in the DPM. 

5-5(G)(3) Building Design Standards 
All parking structures that provide parking for multi-family dwellings, mixed-use 
development, and non-residential development shall comply with the following 
standards. These standards do not apply to any garage for low-density 
residential development. 

5-5(G)(3)(a) Minimum and maximum setbacks for the parking structure are the 
same as those for the primary building. 

5-5(G)(3)(b) No horizontal length of any façade shall extend longer than 40 feet 
without the inclusion of architectural elements such as decorative 
grillwork, louvers, translucent screens, alternating building 
materials, projection of lintels, portals, and other external features 
to avoid visual monotony. A change in color alone does not satisfy 
this requirement. 

5-5(G)(3)(c) Each street-facing façade shall be designed to screen all parked 
vehicles to a height of 4 feet to conceal internal light sources when 
viewed from the public street. 

5-5(G)(3)(d) The height of an accessory parking structure shall not exceed the 
height of the primary building it serves.  

5-5(G)(3)(e) Where a parking structure is located beneath or within a primary 
building, loading docks shall be integrated into the parking 
structure. 

5-5(G)(3)(f) For parking structures that occupy 75 percent or more of the 
street-facing façade of a building, any vehicular ingress/egress 
locations shall include a planter. 

5-5(G)(3)(g) Where parking structures for multi-family residential development 
abut a street, the street-facing wall shall contain at least one 
opening of at least 5 feet in length for every 10 parking spaces on 
the ground floor.  

5-5(G)(4) Centers, Main Street Areas, and Premium Transit Areas 
In all Centers identified in the ABC Comp Plan, Main Street areas, and Premium 
Transit areas, parking structures shall comply with the following standards in 
addition to those listed in Subsections (1), (2), and (3) above: 

5-5(G)(4)(a) The ground floor street-facing façade of the parking structure shall 
have a minimum ground floor clear height of 10 feet for a depth of 
at least 30 feet from the property line abutting the street to allow 
for conversion to a pedestrian-oriented use when the market 
supports that use. 

5-5(G)(4)(b) Parking structure ramps shall not be visible from any public street. 
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5-5(H) OFF-STREET LOADING 

5-5(H)(1) Number of Required Off-street Loading Spaces 
All non-residential uses with 25,000 square feet or more of gross floor area shall 
provide off-street loading spaces and related access and maneuvering areas 
pursuant to Table 5-5-7 and this Subsection 14-16-5-5(H). 

Table 5-5-7: Off-street Loading Space Requirements 
Zone District Required Loading Spaces 
Non-residential Zone Districts 

Uses in the Lodging, Offices and 
Services, and Retail Sales categories 

Minimum: 1 space / 50,000 sq. ft. ground floor 
GFA or part thereof 
Maximum: 3 spaces 

Other non-residential uses  
Minimum: 1 space / 50,000 sq. ft. ground floor 
GFA or part thereof 
Maximum: 2 spaces 

All Other Zone Districts 
All non-residential uses Minimum: 1 space / building 

5-5(H)(2) Location of Off-street Loading Spaces 
5-5(H)(2)(a) Loading spaces shall be located on the same lot as the use it 

serves, unless Subsection (b) below applies. 
5-5(H)(2)(b) Joint use of an off-street loading facility may be approved by the 

Planning Director provided that the applicant provides 
documentation demonstrating the adequacy of the facility to 
serve anticipated loading needs, and an executed agreement 
among the owners of the buildings or uses sharing the facility is 
submitted to and approved by the Planning Director. 

5-5(H)(2)(c) Where a single customer entrance to a building is provided, 
customer loading areas shall not be located in front of the 
customer entrance or within 15 feet in any direction of the 
entrance. 

5-5(I) VEHICLE STACKING AND DRIVE-THROUGH OR DRIVE-UP FACILITIES 
The following standards apply to all uses that require vehicle stacking, including but not 
limited to a drive-through or drive-up facility, fueling station, or car wash, and to any facility or 
parking area where traffic flow is controlled by an entry gate, ticket booth, or guard house. 

5-5(I)(1) Vehicle Stacking Spaces 
5-5(I)(1)(a) Vehicle stacking spaces shall be integrated into the site layout and 

shall not interfere with site access points, access to parking or 
loading spaces or areas, or internal circulation aisles and shall 
comply with stacking space dimensions required by the DPM. 

5-5(I)(1)(b) Vehicle stacking spaces shall be provided pursuant to Table 5-5-8 
and other standards in this Subsection 14-16-5-5(I). Required 
stacking distances shall be measured from the end of the queuing 
lane or property line to the point of service, as specified in Table 5-
5-8. 
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Table 5-5-8: Required Stacking Spaces 

Activity 

Minimum Required  
Stacking Spaces,  

per Establishment[1] Measured from End of 
Queuing Lane To: General UC-MS 

Bank or Automated Teller 
Machine (ATM) 4 3 Teller window / ATM 

Light Vehicle Fueling Station 1 1 End of fuel pump island 
Car Wash 3 2 Outside of washing bay 
Restaurant 12 6 Pick-up window 
Retail Store 4 3 Pick-up window 

Other  Determined by the City Engineer based on 
anticipated demand 

[1] Each stacking space shall be 20 ft. long unless specified otherwise in the DPM or by the City Engineer. 

5-5(I)(2) Drive-through or Drive-up Facility Design 
5-5(I)(2)(a) Drive-through lanes adjacent to public rights-of-way shall be 

screened by a landscape buffer area at least 6 feet wide containing 
a vegetative screen or wall constructed of a material similar in 
texture, appearance, and color to the street-facing façade of the 
primary building (but excluding exposed concrete masonry unit 
(CMU) block) at least 3 but not more than 4 feet tall. The 
landscape buffer area shall be provided on the public street side. 

5-5(I)(2)(b) Audible electronic devices such as loudspeakers, automobile 
service order devices, and similar instruments shall not be audible 
beyond the property line of the site.  

5-5(I)(2)(c) Drive-through service windows shall be angled at least 45 degrees 
from parallel with any abutting lot line of a Residential zone 
district so that it does not directly face the residential lot. 

5-5(I)(2)(d) In UC-MS-PT areas and the MX-H zone district, no drive-through 
lanes shall be located between the front façade of the primary 
building and the front lot line or within a required street side 
setback, except on lots that meet at least 2 of the following 
criteria: 
1. The lot is located on a corner. 
2. The lot is 21,780 square feet (1/2 acre) or smaller. 
3. The lot does not have vehicular access to the street that the 

front façade of the primary building faces. 
5-5(I)(2)(e) In UC-MS-PT areas and the MX-H zone district, if a drive-through 

lane is allowed pursuant to Subsection 14-16-5-5(I)(2)(d), the 
drive-through lane shall be screened pursuant to Subsection 14-
16-5-5(I)(2)(a), and enhanced pedestrian crossings, such as a 
raised crosswalk, shall be required where the drive-through lane 
crosses a pedestrian pathway to the primary entrance of the 
building. 

5-5(I)(2)(f) Drive-through service windows and any associated order board 
shall be located at least 50 feet in any direction from any abutting 
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5-6 LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING, AND SCREENING 
5-6(A) PURPOSE 

This Section 14-16-5-6 regulates landscaping to ensure visually attractive, sustainable desert 
landscapes that aid in the creation of a quality public realm. The City recognizes landscape as a 
visual component to quality environments that enhance Albuquerque’s overall appearance 
and provide other public benefit through: 

5-6(A)(1) Providing visual relief from urbanization. 

5-6(A)(2) Establishing a consistent, attractive streetscape that generates a sense of 
continuity and a strong, positive city image. 

5-6(A)(3) Improving the aesthetic appearance of commercial, industrial, and multi-family 
residential development to protect and enhance public and private investments 
and property values. 

5-6(A)(4) Ensuring the use of native and/or adapted, low water-use, or xeric species and 
regionally appropriate, sustainable design and maintenance techniques to 
conserve water resources. 

5-6(A)(5) Contributing to the processes of air purification, oxygen regeneration, 
groundwater recharge, and stormwater runoff retention. Landscape should be 
designed to retain soil moisture, prevent erosion, encourage the growth of 
abutting plantings, and mitigate urban heat-island effects, while aiding in the 
abatement of air and water pollution, dust, noise, heat, and glare. 

5-6(A)(6) Providing screening of some types of facilities, structures, and equipment.  

5-6(A)(7) Providing shade and comfort for pedestrians and visually narrowing streets, 
which has been shown to reduce vehicle speeding and accidents. 

5-6(B) APPLICABILITY 
The provisions of this Section 14-16-5-6 shall apply to all of the following, unless exempted by 
another portion of this IDO: 

5-6(B)(1) Construction of a new building containing multi-family, mixed-use, or non-
residential development or an accessory parking structure. 

5-6(B)(2) Construction of a new parking lot containing 25 or more spaces, or expansion of 
an existing parking lot by 25 spaces or more. 

5-6(B)(3) Expansion of the gross floor area of an existing building containing multi-family, 
mixed-use, or non-residential development by 2,500 square feet or more, or 25 
percent or more, whichever is less. 

5-6(B)(4) Renovation or redevelopment of an existing building containing multi-family, 
mixed-use, or non-residential development, including but not limited to 
reconstruction after fire, flood, or other damage, where the value of the 
renovation or redevelopment, indicated by building permits, is $500,000 or 
more. 

5-6(B)(5) In the case of walls provided for buffering or screening requirements with 
conflicting standards in this Section 14-16-5-6, Section 14-16-5-5 (Parking and 
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Loading), and Section 14-16-5-9 (Neighborhood Edges), the highest specified 
wall height allowance prevails.  

5-6(B)(6) Requirements for walls provided to meet buffering and screening requirements 
prevail over maximum wall height regulations in Section 14-16-5-7 (Walls and 
Fences), but shall be subject to any other applicable material and design 
requirements in Subsection 14-16-5-7(E). 

5-6(C) GENERAL LANDSCAPING STANDARDS 
The following standards apply to all landscaping, screening, or buffering required by this 
Section 14-16-5-6. 

5-6(C)(1) Landscape Plan Required 
A landscape plan with designed landscaped areas shall be submitted as a part of 
all development applications where landscaping, buffering, or screening is 
required, unless the relevant decision-making body determines that compliance 
with the provisions of this Section 14-16-5-6 can be demonstrated without the 
use of a landscape plan. A landscape plan may be combined with other required 
application materials if compliance with this Section 14-16-5-6 can be 
demonstrated in the combined materials. Landscaping shall be maintained 
pursuant to the requirements of Subsection 14-16-5-13(B)(6). 

5-6(C)(2) Minimum Landscape Area 
5-6(C)(2)(a) Except as noted in Subsection (b) below, a minimum of 15 percent 

of the net lot area of each development shall contain landscaping. 
(See figure below.) 

 
5-6(C)(2)(b) In DT-UC-MS-PT areas, a minimum of 10 percent of the net lot 

area of each development shall contain landscaping. In these 
areas, landscaping required to meet this requirement need not be 
at ground level. (See figure below.) 
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5-6(C)(2)(c) The mature realistic spread of trees and shrubs will be used to 

calculate required vegetative coverage as follows: 
1. Tree canopies and ground-level plants shall cover a minimum 

of 75 percent of the total landscape area as measured by 
canopy width or the area beneath the dripline of the mature 
size of the actual vegetation. (See figure below.) 

2. Of the required vegetative coverage, a minimum of 25 percent 
shall be provided as ground-level plants (shrubs, grasses, etc.) 
as measured of the mature size of the actual vegetation. (See 
figure below.) 

 
5-6(C)(2)(d) See also Subsections 14-16-5-6(D) (Street Frontage Landscaping), 

14-16-5-6(E) (Edge Buffer Landscaping), and 14-16-5-6(F) (Parking 
Lot Landscaping) for additional landscaping requirements. 

5-6(C)(3) Overlapping Requirements 
5-6(C)(3)(a) If areas required to be landscaped by 2 or more provisions of this 

Section 14-16-5-6 overlap each other, the provision requiring the 
greater amount of landscaping shall apply, and landscaping 
provided that meets the greater requirement shall count toward 
fulfilling the overlapping requirements. 
1. See Subsection 14-16-5-6(C)(12) (Existing Vegetation Credit).  
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2. See Subsection 14-16-5-6(C)(13) (Stormwater Management 
Features). 

3. See Subsection 14-16-5-6(D) (Street Frontage Landscaping). 
4. See Subsection 14-16-5-6(E) (Edge Buffer Landscaping). 
5. See Subsection 14-16-5-6(F) (Parking Lot Landscaping). 

5-6(C)(3)(b) Landscaped areas may count toward satisfying usable open space 
requirements specified for Residential zone districts in Table 5-1-1 
and for Mixed-use zone districts in Table 5-1-2.  

5-6(C)(3)(c) Gardens and community gardens provided may count toward 
satisfying the requirements of Subsection 14-16-5-6(C)(2) 
(Minimum Landscape Area). 

5-6(C)(3)(d) Any landscaping provided to meet requirements in Subsection 14-
16-5-2(J) (Major Arroyo Standards) may count toward any 
required landscaping in this Section 14-16-5-6 but shall be subject 
to Subsection 14-16-5-6(C) (General Landscaping Standards).  

5-6(C)(3)(e) Any covered or uncovered outdoor seating and gathering areas 
provided to meet requirements in Subsection 14-16-5-11(E)(3) 
(Outdoor Seating and Gathering Areas) may count toward up to 
1/3 of required landscaping in Section 14-16-5-6 but shall be 
subject to standards in Subsection 14-16-5-6(C) (General 
Landscaping Standards). 

5-6(C)(4) Required Plant Materials and Site Amenities  
5-6(C)(4)(a) A minimum of 5 species must be used in the landscaped area.  
5-6(C)(4)(b) Only trees and shrubs selected from the Official Albuquerque 

Plant Palette of low water use, drought tolerant, or xeric species 
and shown on a landscape plan can count toward the 
requirements of this Subsection 14-16-5-6(C) (General 
Landscaping Standards), except that, upon presentation of 
evidence, the relevant decision-making body may authorize 
alternative species or cultivars that meet all of the following 
requirements: 
1. Meet the intended purpose of that type of landscaping. 
2. Are not hazardous. 
3. Are not identified as invasive on a City or State plant list. 
4. Are not listed in the City’s Weed Identification Handbook. 
5. Are equally hardy to the New Mexico climate.  

5-6(C)(4)(c) Installation of any trees, shrubs, or other vegetation included in a 
State list of prohibited or invasive species or listed as noxious 
weeds in the City’s Weed Identification Handbook is prohibited.  

5-6(C)(4)(d) No more than 10 percent of required landscape areas shall be cool 
season grass species. Irrigated cool season grass shall not be 
planted on slopes exceeding 1:4 rise:run or planted in narrow or 
irregularly shaped areas (10 feet or less in any dimension) in order 
to avoid water waste. Any cool season grass shall be installed at 
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least 3 feet in any direction from any non-permeable hard surface. 
(A buffer using mulch can be used when planting cool season grass 
adjacent to non-permeable surface.)  

5-6(C)(4)(e) Landscaping abutting arroyos shall consist of native plants that are 
included on the Official Albuquerque Plant Palette. 

5-6(C)(4)(f) Artificial turf/grass shall not be counted as living vegetative 
material or to meet the requirements of this Subsection 14-16-5-
6(C) (General Landscaping Standards). 

5-6(C)(4)(g) All vegetation shall comply with Article 9-12 and Parts 6-1-1 and 6-
6-2 of ROA 1994 (Pollen Control, Water Conservation Landscaping 
and Water Waste, and Street Trees) and Section 4 of the 
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Authority (ABCWUA) 
Legislation and Ordinances (Water Waste Reduction Ordinance) as 
applicable. 

5-6(C)(4)(h) All required plant materials shall be free of disease and insects and 
shall conform to the American Standard for Nursery Stock (ASNA) 
of the American Nursery and Landscape Association. 

5-6(C)(4)(i) Shade trees planted approximately 25 feet on-center are required 
along all required pedestrian walkways. If the walkway is less than 
25 feet long, at least one tree is required, or, where there is 
insufficient space for a tree, a trellis of at least 8 feet high for at 
least 5 feet along the walkway shall be provided. 

5-6(C)(4)(j) In DT-UC-MS areas, landscaped areas other than street frontage 
shall include pedestrian furniture, pedestrian amenities, or trash 
receptacles to encourage pedestrian use.  

5-6(C)(4)(k) See also Subsection 14-16-5-6(D) (Street Frontage Landscaping) 
for additional landscaping requirements. 

5-6(C)(5) Soil Condition and Planting Beds 
5-6(C)(5)(a) All vegetated material required by this Section 14-16-5-6 shall be 

planted in uncompacted soil. 
5-6(C)(5)(b) If used, weed barriers shall be permeable to optimize stormwater 

infiltration and prevent runoff. 
5-6(C)(5)(c) The use of gravel or crusher fines as ground cover is limited to a 

maximum of 75 percent of any landscaped area, or 50 percent in 
DT-UC-MS areas. 

5-6(C)(5)(d) A minimum of 2 inches of mulch is required in all planting areas, 
with 3-4 inches recommended. (See figure below.) 

5-6(C)(5)(e) Organic mulch is required as ground cover under trees within a 5-
foot radius around the tree trunk, but not directly against the 
trunk. In these areas, weed barrier fabric is prohibited. (See figure 
below.) 
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5-6(C)(5)(f) All landscaped areas shall be protected from vehicular 

encroachment by curbs or wheel stops located 2 feet outside the 
landscaped area, with openings to accommodate surface 
collection of stormwater runoff in vegetated swales and 
stormwater infiltration areas. 

5-6(C)(6) Minimum Plant Sizes at Installation  
All vegetation required by this Section 14-16-5-6 shall meet the minimum size 
requirements in Table 5-6-1 unless specified otherwise in this IDO. 

Table 5-6-1: Minimum Plant Sizes 
Plant material type (ANSI types) Minimum size 
Deciduous Street Trees 2 in. caliper 6 in. above grade 
Deciduous Accent Trees 1.5 in. caliper 6 in. above grade or 6 ft. in height 
Evergreen Tree 6 ft. in height 
Multi-trunk Tree Minimum 2 trunks with a combined caliper of 2 in. 
Shrubs 1 gallon container size 

Ground cover and turf Adequate to provide general ground cover within 1 
growing season after planting 

5-6(C)(7) Plant Material Spacing 
5-6(C)(7)(a) Vegetation required by this Section 14-16-5-6 shall be located at 

least 3 feet in any direction from any fire hydrants, valve vaults, 
hose bibs, manholes, hydrants, and fire department connections. 

5-6(C)(7)(b) Where tree planting requirements are based on the length of the 
street frontage, areas occupied by driveways and drive aisles shall 
be included when calculating the number of trees required to be 
planted, and all trees that would otherwise be required in 
driveways or drive aisles shall be planted in other landscaped front 
yard areas. 

5-6(C)(7)(c) The Planning Director may authorize adjustments to any spacing 
requirements when required due to topography, drainage, utilities 
or obstructions, provided that the total amount of required 
landscaping is not reduced. 
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5-6(C)(8) Protecting Clear Sight Triangle 
The clear sight triangle shall be maintained at all exits of parking areas and 
street intersections. 

5-6(C)(9) Planting in or over the Public Right-of-way  
5-6(C)(9)(a) All planting of vegetated material or installation of any 

landscaping, buffering, or screening material in the public right-of-
way shall require the prior approval of the City. The property 
owner shall be responsible for the maintenance, repairs, or 
liability for all the landscaping placed in or over the public right-of-
way. 

5-6(C)(9)(b) Any trees that overhang a public sidewalk or Major Public Open 
Space shall be trimmed to maintain an 8 foot clearance over the 
sidewalk. Any trees that overhang a public street shall be trimmed 
to maintain a 9 foot clearance over the street surface. 

5-6(C)(9)(c) Where landscaping is installed in the public right-of-way, the 
applicant shall install an adequate irrigation system that meets the 
minimum technical requirements In Article 6-6 of ROA 1994 
(Trees, Vegetation and Landscaping) and the DPM, with a separate 
meter for the landscape area in the public right-of-way, or a 
separate valve(s) at the property line allowing isolation of the 
irrigation to the landscape within the public right-of-way. Drip 
irrigation systems and artificial turf shall not be allowed within the 
public right-of-way. 

5-6(C)(10) Planting near Utilities  
5-6(C)(10)(a) Trees and shrubs shall not be planted in utility easements unless 

there is no other practicable location on the lot where the 
landscaping would achieve its intended purpose. The Planning 
Director may adjust the location of required landscaping to avoid 
utility easements, provided that the total amount of landscaping 
and buffering required is not reduced.  

5-6(C)(10)(b) Trees shall not be planted within 10 feet in any direction of the 
centerline of a sewer or water line. (See figure below.) 
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5-6(C)(10)(c) Trees or shrubs planted within utility easements shall comply with 
the standards of the utility provider to minimize effects on 
facilities maintenance and repair.  

5-6(C)(10)(d) If overhead distribution electric lines are present and large trees 
cannot be planted due to potential interferences with the electric 
lines, one ornamental tree with a mature height of 12 feet shall be 
planted per 20 feet of street frontage. New trees planted near 
electric transmission lines shall be no taller than 25 feet in height 
at maturity to avoid conflicts with existing electric facilities.  

5-6(C)(10)(e) All screening and vegetation surrounding ground-mounted 
transformers and utility pads must allow 10 feet of clearance for 
access and to ensure the safety of the work crews and public 
during maintenance and repair. 

5-6(C)(10)(f) Trees shall not be planted near existing or proposed street light 
poles.  

5-6(C)(10)(g) Standards in the DPM may apply to tree planting in or near other 
utility easements, such as gas lines.  

5-6(C)(11) Parking on Landscaped Areas Prohibited  
Parking of automobiles, trucks, trailers, boats, recreational vehicles, or other 
motor vehicles is prohibited on any required landscape or buffer area. 

5-6(C)(12) Existing Vegetation Credit 
5-6(C)(12)(a) If existing non-prohibited vegetation meets the location 

requirements and intent of landscaping, buffering, or screening 
required by this Section 14-16-5-6, that existing vegetation may be 
credited toward the landscaping, buffering, or screening materials 
required by this Section 14-16-5-6.  

5-6(C)(12)(b) All existing vegetation preserved and used for credit against the 
requirements for new vegetation shall be protected during 
construction by a fence erected one foot beyond the drip line of 
the vegetation. 
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5-6(C)(12)(c) Trees may be credited only 1 time toward any one buffer, screen, 
or other landscape requirement. 

5-6(C)(12)(d) Trees shall be credited in accordance with Table 5-6-2. 
Table 5-6-2: Credits for Preserving Trees 
Diameter at Breast Height (in.) Number of Trees Credited 
≥25 8 
≥13 and <25 6 
≥8 and <13 4 
≥4 and <8 2 
<4 1 
Prohibited trees 8 in. or greater[1] 1 
[1] Prohibited trees are those that do not appear on the Official Albuquerque Plant 
Palette and may appear on the City or State list of prohibited or invasive species 

5-6(C)(13) Stormwater Management Features  
5-6(C)(13)(a) Required landscape and buffer areas shall be designed to serve as 

stormwater management areas to the maximum extent 
practicable and consistent with their required locations and 
vegetation. 

5-6(C)(13)(b) Required landscape and buffer areas shall be designed pursuant to 
the DPM and the City Standard Specifications for Public Works 
Construction. 

5-6(C)(13)(c) In the R-ML, R-MH, Mixed-use, and NR-SU zone districts, and on 
lots containing multi-family dwellings or non-residential uses in 
the R-A, R-1, R-MC, and R-T zone districts, surface runoff including 
runoff from roofs and parking areas shall be directed into 
depressed water collection areas that are located in landscape 
areas and that meet all applicable standards in the DPM.  

5-6(C)(13)(d) Areas created to meet stormwater management requirements of 
the City or a governmental entity, and located in a required side or 
rear yard buffer or in a parking lot, shall be counted toward 
required landscaping and buffering in those areas, provided that 
the area includes vegetation required by this Section 14-16-5-6. 

5-6(C)(13)(e) Where walkways and multi-use trails cross required landscape 
areas, permeable paving may be used and may count toward 
satisfying the requirements of Subsection 14-16-5-6(C)(2) 
(Minimum Landscape Area).  

5-6(C)(14) Irrigation Systems  
5-6(C)(14)(a) Irrigation systems shall comply with Section 8 of the ABCWUA 

Legislation and Ordinances (Cross Connection Prevention and 
Control Ordinance). 

5-6(C)(14)(b) All irrigation systems shall be designed to minimize the use of 
water. 

5-6(C)(14)(c) All non-residential landscape irrigation shall have automatic timers 
and/or programmable settings to avoid overwatering.  



Part 14-16-5: Development Standards  5-6(C): General Landscaping Standards 
5-6: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening  5-6(C)(15): Installation 

Integrated Development Ordinance 2020 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE – EFFECTIVE DRAFT JULY 2021 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico  Page 294 

5-6(C)(14)(d) The irrigation system shall not spray or irrigate impervious 
surfaces, including sidewalks, driveways, drive aisles, streets, and 
parking and loading areas. 

5-6(C)(15) Installation  
5-6(C)(15)(a) All landscaping material used to meet the requirements of this 

Section 14-16-5-6 shall be installed in accordance with the 
planting procedures established by the American Nursery and 
Landscape Association.  

5-6(C)(15)(b) All required landscaping, street trees, screening, and buffering 
shall be installed prior to the issuance of a final certificate of 
occupancy. If there is more than one primary building on the site, 
the landscaping, screening, and buffering related to each building 
shall be installed prior to the issuance of a final certificate of 
occupancy.  

5-6(C)(15)(c) Any damage to utility lines resulting from the negligence of the 
abutting property owner or the property owner’s agents or 
employees in the installation and maintenance of any landscaping, 
screening, or buffering in a public right-of-way, private way, or 
easement shall be the responsibility of such property owner. Any 
damage to utility lines resulting from the growth of plant materials 
that have been approved by the applicable public utility as part of 
a plan for landscaping, screening, or buffering on the public right-
of-way shall be the responsibility of such public utility. If a public 
utility disturbs landscaping, screening, or buffering in a public 
right-of-way, private way, or easement , it shall make every 
reasonable effort to preserve the landscaping materials and return 
them to their prior locations after the utility work. If the plant 
materials die despite those efforts, it is the obligation of the 
abutting property owner to replace the plant materials. 

5-6(C)(15)(d) Property owners acknowledge that approved landscaping and 
trees installed and maintained in a public right-of-way, private 
way, or easement abutting private properties are the property of 
the City, and that that the City reserves the right to remove them 
if necessary for a transportation project without compensation, 
but at no cost to the property owner. Landscaping installed in an 
abutting public right-of-way, private way, or easement by property 
owners and later removed by the City shall not impact previously 
approved net lot area calculations for required landscaping. 

5-6(C)(16) Alternative Landscaping 
The Planning Director may approve alternate landscape plans that do not meet 
the specific requirements stated in this Section 14-16-5-6 if the Planning 
Director determines that the alternatives meet all of the following criteria: 

5-6(C)(16)(a) Are consistent with the purposes of this Section 14-16-5-6. 



Part 14-16-5: Development Standards  5-6(D): Street Frontage Landscaping 
5-6: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening  5-6(D)(1): Required Street Trees 

Integrated Development Ordinance 2020 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE – EFFECTIVE DRAFT JULY 2021 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico  Page 295 

5-6(C)(16)(b) Do not include invasive vegetation included in a City or State list of 
prohibited or invasive species or listed as a noxious weed in the 
City’s Weed Identification Handbook. 

5-6(C)(16)(c) Do not include a reduction of tree planting requirements. 
5-6(C)(16)(d) Provide equal or superior buffering of adjacent properties from 

anticipated impacts of the proposed development. 
5-6(C)(16)(e) Provide equal or superior visual appearance of the property when 

viewed from the street. 
5-6(C)(16)(f) Provide equal or superior carbon dioxide absorption and heat 

island reductions. 

5-6(D) STREET FRONTAGE LANDSCAPING  

5-6(D)(1) Required Street Trees 
5-6(D)(1)(a) All development shall comply with Part 6-6-2 of ROA 1994 (Street 

Trees) and any standards developed by the Parks and Recreation 
Department or other City department to implement that 
Ordinance. Trees are generally required along street frontages 
every 25 feet on center unless specified otherwise in Part 6-6-2 of 
ROA 1994 (Street Trees). Along street frontages where street trees 
are required, trees that are planted within 20 feet of the back of 
curb of the abutting street may fulfill this requirement. (See figure 
below.) 

 

5-6(D)(1)(b) Only trees selected from the Official Albuquerque Plant Palette of 
low water use, drought tolerant, or xeric species and shown on a 
landscape plan can count toward the requirements of this 
Subsection 14‐16‐5-6(D) (Street Frontage Landscaping), except 
that existing trees that are 8 inch caliper or larger may count 
toward street tree requirements, regardless of whether they 
appear on one of those lists. 

5-6(D)(1)(c) Planting areas necessary for trees in the street frontage shall meet 
the minimum size requirements in Table 5-6-3 unless specified 
otherwise in this IDO. Tree grates may be used in constrained 
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locations to accommodate pedestrian circulation, to allow the 
required planting areas to have a walkable surface. 

Table 5-6-3: Minimum Planting Area by Tree Height at 
Maturity 
Tree Height at Maturity (ft.) Minimum Planting Area (ft.) 
15-20 4 x 4 
>20-40 5 x 5 
>40 6 x 6 

5-6(D)(2) Additional Frontage Landscaping 
5-6(D)(2)(a) General 

Commercial and mixed-use buildings with a footprint of more than 
50,000 square feet shall have at least 1 tree and 3 shrubs planted 
every 30 feet along the length of any façade facing a City park or 
trail, Major Public Open Space, or major arroyo.  

5-6(D)(2)(b) Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit areas 
Fifty (50) percent of any front setback area not used for pedestrian 
access to the building or improved with pedestrian furniture and 
amenities shall be landscaped, and no part of the front setback 
area surface shall be asphalt. (See figure below.) 

 

5-6(E) EDGE BUFFER LANDSCAPING 

5-6(E)(1) General Requirements 
5-6(E)(1)(a) Landscaped edge buffers and/or edge buffer walls are required 

between properties to mitigate the impacts of significant 
differences in property use, size, or scale through standards 
specified in Subsections (2) through (5) below. 

5-6(E)(1)(b) If a landscaped edge buffer is required and a wall is required or 
will be provided, the wall shall be provided on the property line 
between the two properties unless specified otherwise in this IDO. 

5-6(E)(1)(c) Required edge buffering is not required to be installed along any 
portion of the lot line covered by an access easement between 
adjacent lots, but an equivalent amount of landscaping shall be 
installed on remaining portions of the side or rear lot line, as 
applicable. 
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5-6(E)(1)(d) For the purposes of this Subsection 14-16-5-6(E), “industrial 
development” refers to the zone districts and uses indicated in 
Subsection 14-16-5-6(E)(4)(a) (Industrial Development Adjacent to 
Non-industrial Development). 

5-6(E)(1)(e) Additional buffering may be required for specific uses, pursuant to 
any Use-specific Standards for those uses in Section 14-16-4-3 or 
Neighborhood Edge standards in Section 14-16-5-9. 

 

Table 5-6-4: Edge Buffer – Development Type Summary[1] 
Development 

Type 
Development 

Next to 
Specific 

Standards General Buffering Buffering in  
DT-UC-MS-PT 

Multi-family, 
mixed-use, or 

non-residential 

R-A, R-1, R-
MC, or R-T 

14-16-5-
6(E)(2) 

Landscaped 
buffer area ≥15 ft. 

Wall, fence, or 
vegetative 

screen ≥6 ft. 
Mixed-use or 

non-residential R-ML or R-MH 14-16-5-
6(E)(3) 

Landscaped 
buffer area ≥20 ft. 

Industrial Non-industrial 
development 

14-16-5-
6(E)(4) 

Landscaped 
buffer area ≥25 ft. 

[1] See Subsections 14-16-5-6(E)(2), 14-16-5-6(E)(3), and 14-16-5-6(E)(4) for complete edge buffer standards. 

5-6(E)(2) Development Next to Low-density Residential Zone Districts 
Where multi-family, mixed-use, or non-residential development other than 
industrial development occurs on a lot abutting or across an alley from a lot 
containing low-density residential development in an R-A, R-1, R-MC, or R-T 
zone district, a buffer shall be provided along the lot line, as specified for the 
relevant area below. 

5-6(E)(2)(a) General 
A landscaped edge buffer area at least 15 feet wide shall be 
provided on the subject property along the property line between 
the two properties.  
1. If a wall at least 3 feet in height is provided or exists along the 

property line between the 2 properties, 1 tree at least 8 feet 
high at the time of planting shall be provided every for 15 feet 
along the wall, with spacing designed to minimize sound and 
light impacts of the proposed development on the adjacent 
property. 

2. If no wall is provided or exists, 1 tree at least 6 feet tall at the 
time of planting and at least 25 feet tall at maturity and 3 
shrubs shall be provided for every 25 feet along the lot line, 
with spacing designed to minimize sound, light, and noise 
impacts.  

5-6(E)(2)(b) Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
1. A landscaped edge buffer area at least 6 feet wide shall be 

provided. For buildings over 30 feet in height, the edge buffer 
area shall be at least 10 feet wide. 
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2. An opaque wall, fence, or vegetative screen at least 6 feet tall 
shall be provided at the property line between the two 
properties and all of the following requirements shall be met: 
a. One (1) tree at least 8 feet high at the time of planting 

shall be provided every for 15 feet along the wall, with 
spacing designed to minimize sound and light impacts of 
the proposed development on the adjacent property.  

b. The side facing the low-density residential development 
shall be at least as finished in appearance as the side 
facing the multi-family, mixed-use, or non-residential 
development. 

c. If there is an existing wall between the two properties, it 
may count toward satisfying the requirements of 
Subsection 14-16-5-6(E)(2)(b)2 if it meets, or is improved 
to meet, the height and design standards above. 

5-6(E)(3) Development Next to a Multi-family Residential Zone District 
Where mixed-use or non-residential development other than industrial 
development occurs on any lot abutting or across an alley from a lot in the R-ML 
or R-MH zone districts with multi-family residential development, a buffer shall 
be provided along the lot line, as specified for the relevant area below.  

5-6(E)(3)(a) General 
An edge buffer area at least 20 feet wide shall be provided on the 
subject property along the property line between the two 
properties. 
1. If a wall at least 3 feet in height is provided or exists along the 

property line between the two properties, 1 tree at least 8 
feet high at the time of planting shall be provided every for 15 
feet along the wall, with spacing designed to minimize sound 
and light impacts of the proposed development on the 
adjacent property. 

2. If no wall is provided or exists, 1 tree at least 6 feet tall at the 
time of planting and at least 25 feet tall at maturity and 3 
shrubs shall be provided for every 25 feet along the lot line, 
with spacing designed to minimize sound, light, and noise 
impacts. 

5-6(E)(3)(b) Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
An opaque wall, fence, or vegetative screen at least 6 feet tall shall 
be provided at the property line between the two properties and 
both of the following requirements shall be met: 

a. One (1) tree at least 8 feet high at the time of planting 
shall be provided every for 15 feet along the wall, with 
spacing designed to minimize sound and light impacts of 
the proposed development on the adjacent property.  



Part 14-16-5: Development Standards  5-6(E): Edge Buffer Landscaping 
5-6: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening  5-6(E)(4): Industrial Development Adjacent to Non-industrial Development 

Integrated Development Ordinance 2020 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE – EFFECTIVE DRAFT JULY 2021 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico  Page 299 

b. The side facing the multi-family development shall be at 
least as finished in appearance as the side facing the 
mixed-use, or non-residential development. 

c. If there is an existing wall between the two properties, it 
may count toward satisfying the requirements of 
Subsection 14-16-5-6(E)(2)(b)5-6(E)(2)(b)2 if it meets, or is 
improved to meet, the height and design standards above. 

5-6(E)(4) Industrial Development Adjacent to Non-industrial Development  
5-6(E)(4)(a) Applicability 

1. Where a lot with industrial zoning or development is adjacent 
to a lot with non-industrial zoning or development, as 
described in Subsections 3 and 4 below, a buffer shall be 
provided as specified for the relevant areas in Subsections (b) 
and (c) below. 

2. Where multi-family residential development is adjacent to a 
lot with industrial development, a buffer shall be provided as 
specified for the relevant areas in Subsections (b) and (c) 
below. 

3. Where any development in an NR-LM or NR-GM zone district 
is adjacent to any lot that is not in an NR-LM or NR-GM zone 
district. 

4. Where light manufacturing; heavy manufacturing; special 
manufacturing; natural resource extraction; non-linear 
portions of an electric utility, drainage facility, or other major 
utility; or any primary use in the Waste and Recycling category 
in Table 4-2-1 is developed on a lot abutting a vacant lot or a 
lot with a use other than one of these specified uses. 

5-6(E)(4)(b) General 
A landscaped edge buffer area at least 25 feet wide shall be 
provided on the subject property along the property line between 
the two adjacent properties. For drainage facilities, a landscaped 
edge buffer area at least 15 feet wide shall be provided on the 
subject property along the property line between the two 
adjacent properties, unless a smaller edge buffer area is approved 
by the City Engineer as necessary on a particular lot. 
1. If a wall at least 3 feet in height is provided or exists along the 

landscaped edge buffer area, 1 of the following requirements 
shall be met: 
a. If the wall is located on the property line, 1 tree at least 8 

feet high at the time of planting shall be provided every 
for 15 feet along the wall, with spacing designed to 
minimize sound and light impacts of the proposed 
development on the adjacent property.  

b. Where the edge buffer area is across the street from the 
lot with non-industrial zoning or development, the wall 
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may be set back from the property line if both of the 
following requirements are met: 
i. Landscaping that meets the requirements in 

Subsection 2. below shall be provided between the 
wall and the street. 

ii. The landscaping shall be maintained by the owner of 
the subject property. 

2. If no wall is provided or exists, 1 tree at least 8 feet high at the 
time of planting and 5 shrubs shall be provided for every 20 
feet along the lot line, with spacing designed to minimize 
sound and light impacts of the proposed development on the 
adjacent property. 

5-6(E)(4)(c) Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
An opaque wall or fence at least 6 feet tall shall be provided on 
the subject property along any lot line abutting or across an alley 
from the non-industrial development.  
1. One (1) tree at least 8 feet high at the time of planting shall be 

provided every for 15 feet along the wall, with spacing 
designed to minimize sound and light impacts of the proposed 
development on the adjacent property. 

2. The side of the wall facing the non-industrial development 
shall be at least as finished in appearance as the side facing 
the industrial use.  

3. If there is an existing wall between the two properties, it may 
count toward satisfying the requirements of Subsection 14-16-
5-6(E)(4)(c)0 if it meets, or is improved to meet, the height 
and design standards above. 

5-6(E)(5) Area of Change Next to Area of Consistency 
Where a lot in an Area of Change is abutting or across an alley from a lot in an 
Area of Consistency (per City Development Areas in the ABC Comp Plan, as 
amended), the following standards shall apply on the lot in the Area of Change, 
regardless of the proposed land use on that lot. 

Table 5-6-5: Edge Buffer – Development Area Summary[1] 

Lot in Area of Change Next to Specific 
Standards General Buffering Buffering in  

DT-UC-MS-PT 
Area of Consistency in R-A, R-
1, R-MC, or R-T 14-16-5-6(E)(2) Landscaped 

buffer area ≥15 ft. 
Wall, fence, or 

vegetative 
screen ≥6 ft. 

Area of Consistency in R-ML 
or R-MH 14-16-5-6(E)(3) Landscaped 

buffer area ≥20 ft. 
Area of Consistency in Mixed-
use, NR-C, or NR-PO 14-16-5-6(E)(4) Landscaped 

buffer area ≥25 ft. 
[1] See subsections 14-16-5-6(E)(5)(a), 14-16-5-6(E)(5)(b), and 14-16-5-6(E)(5)(c) for the complete buffer 
standards for Development Areas. 



Part 14-16-5: Development Standards  5-6(F): Parking Lot Landscaping 
5-6: Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening  5-6(F)(1): Parking Lot Edges 

Integrated Development Ordinance 2020 IDO ANNUAL UPDATE – EFFECTIVE DRAFT JULY 2021 
City of Albuquerque, New Mexico  Page 301 

5-6(E)(5)(a) If the lot in the Area of Consistency is in an R-A, R-1, R-MC, or R-T 
zone district, the requirements of Subsections 14-16-5-6(E)(1) and 
14-16-5-6(E)(2) shall apply. 

5-6(E)(5)(b) If the lot in the Area of Consistency is in an R-ML or R-MH zone 
district, the requirements of Subsections 14-16-5-6(E)(1) and 14-
16-5-6(E)(3) shall apply. 

5-6(E)(5)(c) If the lot in the Area of Consistency is in any Mixed-use, NR-C, or 
NR-PO zone district, the requirements of Subsections 14-16-5-
6(E)(1) and 14-16-5-6(E)(4) shall apply. 

5-6(F) PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING  

5-6(F)(1) Parking Lot Edges 
5-6(F)(1)(a) Landscape buffer areas are required to separate off-street parking 

and circulation areas from front, side, and rear boundaries of 
premises.  

5-6(F)(1)(b) Where a parking lot is abutting an R-A, R-1, R-MC, or R-T zone 
district, provisions related to parking area in Subsection 14-16-5-
9(D) (Parking, Drive-through Or Drive-up Facilities, and Loading) 
shall apply.  

5-6(F)(1)(c) Where development is coordinated on 2 or more abutting sites, or 
where multiple parking areas are located on a single lot, or on 
planned development areas controlled by Site Plans, these 
requirements shall be based on the entire development area 
unless otherwise approved by the decision-making body.  

5-6(F)(1)(d) Landscape buffers may be crossed by drive aisles connecting to 
abutting land.  

5-6(F)(1)(e) No parking is allowed within a required landscape buffer area.  
5-6(F)(1)(f) Landscape approved within the abutting public right-of-way or 

private way may be counted toward this requirement if there is no 
existing or planned public sidewalk between such landscape and 
the premises, but in no case shall the width of the on-site 
landscape buffer be less than 5 feet. 

5-6(F)(1)(g) The landscape area may be reduced by up to 25 percent if the 
surface of the parking or vehicle circulation area is of a permeable 
material with approval from the Planning Director.  

5-6(F)(1)(h) Where walls are required, they shall integrate with building 
materials and colors.  

5-6(F)(1)(i) Landscape buffers are required in the following locations, with 
minimum widths and design requirements as specified below: 
1. Front Lot Edge  

a. General 
Any parking lot located within 30 feet of the front lot line 
shall be screened from the street either by a masonry wall 
constructed of a material similar in texture, appearance, 
and color to the street-facing façade of the primary 
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building (but excluding exposed CMU block) at least 3 but 
not more than 4 feet in height, or by a landscape buffer at 
least 10 feet in width with a continuous line of evergreen 
shrubbery 3 feet in height, or by other means that the 
Planning Director determines provides equal or better 
screening of the headlights of parked vehicles. 

b. Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
Any parking lot located within 30 feet of the front lot line 
shall be screened from the street by a masonry wall as 
described in Subsection a above. Openings in the masonry 
wall no more than 4 feet wide to allow passage of bicycles 
and pedestrians from the street into the parking lot are 
allowed.  

2. Side and Rear Lot Edges  
Where no side or rear lot line buffer is required by Subsection 
14-16-5-6(E) above, the following standards apply where the 
side or rear lot line abuts a public street: 
a. General 

Any parking lot located within 20 feet of a side or rear lot 
line shall be screened by a landscaped strip at least 6 feet 
wide containing at least 2 trees and 6 shrubs per 25 feet of 
the parking lot edge closest to the lot line, or by other 
means that the Planning Director determines provides 
equal or better screening of the headlights of parked 
vehicles.  

b. Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
Any parking lot located within 20 feet of a side or rear lot 
line shall be screened by a landscaped buffer at least 5 
feet wide containing one tree and 3 shrubs per 25 feet of 
the parking lot edge closest to the lot line, or by a masonry 
wall constructed of a material other than cement block, at 
least 3 but not more than 4 feet tall. 

5-6(F)(2) Parking Lot Interior  
5-6(F)(2)(a) General 

At least 10 percent of the parking lot area of lots containing 50 or 
fewer spaces, and at least 15 percent of the parking lot area of lots 
containing 50 or more spaces, shall be landscaped. 

5-6(F)(2)(b) Downtown, Urban Centers, and Main Street and Premium 
Transit Areas 
At least 5 percent of the parking lot area of lots containing 50 or 
fewer spaces, and at least 10 percent of the parking lot area of lots 
containing 50 or more spaces, shall be landscaped. 
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5-6(F)(2)(c) Tree Requirements  
1. One (1) tree is required per 10 parking spaces. 
2. No parking space may be more than 100 feet in any direction 

from a tree trunk. 
3. At least 75 percent of the required parking area trees shall be 

deciduous canopy-type shade trees, capable of achieving a 
mature canopy diameter of at least 25 feet. 

5-6(F)(2)(d) Location and Dimension of Landscaped Areas 
1. The minimum size of tree planters within off-street parking 

areas shall be 60 square feet per tree. This requirement may 
be reduced to 36 square feet if the surface of a parking or 
vehicle circulation area abutting the tree planter is of a 
permeable material and, combined with the tree planter area, 
meets the 60 square foot per tree requirement. 

2. In parking areas of 100 spaces or more, the ends of parking 
aisles shall be defined as landscaped islands no narrower than 
8 feet in any dimension. 

5-6(F)(3) Abutting Arroyos or Major Public Open Space  
When a parking lot is located abutting a major arroyo or any Major Public Open 
Space, screening shall be provided via one of the following options:  

5-6(F)(3)(a) Walls or fencing a minimum of 6 feet high; fencing requires 
landscaping with evergreen shrubs or vines to form a screen at 
least 75 percent opaque. 

5-6(F)(3)(b) Shrubs and trees sufficient to act as a screen at least 4 feet high 
and at least 75 percent opaque. 

5-6(G) SCREENING OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPORT AREAS 
Site areas listed below shall comply with the following standards. In any case where a 
decorative wall or fence is required or installed, chain link fencing (with or without slats) shall 
not satisfy the requirement. 

5-6(G)(1) Roof-mounted Mechanical Equipment 
5-6(G)(1)(a) No screening is required for rooftop solar energy equipment. 
5-6(G)(1)(b) In any R-ML, R-MH, Mixed-use, NR-C, NR-BP, NR-SU, or NR-PO 

zone district, roof-mounted mechanical equipment shall be 
screened by a parapet wall or similar feature that is an integral 
part of the building’s architectural design. The parapet wall or 
similar feature shall be sufficient to screen the mechanical 
equipment from all sides when viewed from 5 feet above ground 
level at any property line abutting a City park or trail, Major Public 
Open Space, major arroyo, or public street classified as a collector, 
arterial, or interstate highway. (See figure below.) 
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1. Illustration for View Fencing 

 
2. Illustration for Courtyard Wall 

 
5-7(D)(3)(h) Walls greater than 3 feet in height are prohibited in any front or 

street side yard on lots with low-density residential development 
in the following small areas. No Permit – Wall or Fence – Major or 
Variance to this provision is allowed in the following small areas. 
1. Downtown Neighborhood Area – CPO-3 
2. Monte Vista and College View Historic District 

 

5-7(E) MATERIALS AND DESIGN 

5-7(E)(1) Materials and Texture  
5-7(E)(1)(a) Unless specified otherwise in this IDO, walls may be opaque.  
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5-8 OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING 
5-8(A) PURPOSE 

This Section 14-16-5-8 is intended to enhance the attractiveness and livability of the city, 
protect the safety of its residents, reduce light pollution between private properties, and 
prevent unnecessary sky glow that reduces visibility of stars in the night sky. 

5-8(B) APPLICABILITY 

5-8(B)(1) General 
All sources of light visible from the 
exterior of a property shall comply with 
the standards of this Section 14-16-5-8 
unless specified otherwise in this IDO. The 
standards of this section shall apply to 
both new lighting and the replacement of 
fixtures (excepting lamp replacement), 
regardless of type, mounting, or location. 

5-8(B)(2) Exemptions 
The following types of lighting are not 
subject to the requirements of this 
Section 14-16-5-8: 

5-8(B)(2)(a) Outdoor light fixtures on 
advertisement signs on 
interstate highways. 

5-8(B)(2)(b) Outdoor light fixtures 
existing and legally installed 
prior to the effective date of 
this IDO that do not comply 
with provisions of this IDO 
not contained in the New 
Mexico Night Sky Protection 
Act, provided that when 
existing light fixtures 
become unrepairable, their 
replacements are subject to 
all the provisions of this 
Section 14-16-5-8.  

5-8(B)(2)(c) Navigational lighting 
systems at airports and 
other lighting necessary for 
aircraft safety.  

5-8(B)(2)(d) Outdoor light fixtures necessary for worker safety at farms; 
ranches; dairies; feedlots; or industrial, mining, or oil and gas 
facilities.  
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5-9 NEIGHBORHOOD EDGES 
5-9(A) PURPOSE 

This Section 14-16-5-9 is intended to preserve the residential neighborhood character of 
established low-density residential development in any Residential zone district on lots 
adjacent to any Mixed-use or Non-residential zone district. 

5-9(B) APPLICABILITY 

5-9(B)(1) Protected Lots 
The Neighborhood Edges provisions in this Section 14-16-5-9 are intended to 
protect lots in any R-A, R-1, R-MC, or R-T zone district that contains low-density 
residential development. 

5-9(B)(2) Regulated Lots 
Lots regulated by this Section 14-16-5-9 include all those in any R-ML, R-MH, 
Mixed-use, or Non-residential zone district that are adjacent to a Protected Lot. 

5-9(C) BUILDING HEIGHT STEPDOWN 

5-9(C)(1) General Requirement 
On Regulated Lots, any portion of a primary or accessory building within 100 
feet of the nearest Protected Lot property line shall step down to a maximum 
height of 30 feet. (See figure below.) 

5-9(C)(2) Urban Centers and Main Street and Premium Transit Areas 
On Regulated Lots in UC-MS-PT areas, any portion of a primary or accessory 
building within 50 feet in any direction of any lot line of a Protected Lot shall 
step down to a maximum height of 30 feet. (See figure below.) 

 

5-9(D) PARKING, DRIVE-THROUGH OR DRIVE-UP FACILITIES, AND LOADING 

5-9(D)(1) Parking and Drive-through or Drive-up Facilities 
5-9(D)(1)(a) Where parking or vehicle circulation areas on a Regulated Lot abut 

a Protected Lot, a minimum 6 foot high opaque wall or fence shall 
be required to visually screen the parking or circulation area. 
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5-12 SIGNS 
5-12(A) PURPOSE 

This Section 14-16-5-12 is intended to promote and protect the public health, welfare, and 
safety by regulating all types of existing and proposed signs. More specifically, these 
regulations are intended to help implement adopted ABC Comp Plan policies, protect property 
values, create a more attractive economic and business climate, enhance and protect the 
physical appearance of the community, preserve scenic and natural beauty, minimize sign 
clutter, reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanging or projecting over public 
rights-of-way, curb the deterioration of the community's appearance and attractiveness, 
comply with all applicable federal and State laws regarding the First Amendment and free 
speech, and avoid regulating signage based on content, viewpoint, or message. 

5-12(B) APPLICABILITY 

5-12(B)(1) This Section 14-16-5-12 shall apply to the erection of all signs located outside of, 
or located within but designed to be viewed from outside of, a structure in any 
zone district, unless specifically exempted by this IDO.  

5-12(B)(2) Part 14-16-3 (Overlay Zones) may include sign regulations, which prevail over 
any other standards in this IDO. 

5-12(B)(3) Additional sign regulations listed in Section 14-16-4-3 (Use-specific Standards) 
may apply. In the case of conflict, the stricter provision shall apply. 

5-12(B)(4) Notwithstanding Subsections (1), (2), and (3) above, the provisions of this 
Section 14-16-5-12 shall not apply to any sign erected or required to be erected 
by any State or federal governmental agency, or public utility provided that the 
size, height, location, type and illumination of the sign comply with these 
provisions to the maximum extent practicable, including compliance with the 
New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act, as regulated by the State.  

5-12(B)(5) Any sign legally erected before the effective date of this IDO that is no longer in 
compliance with the standards in this Section 14-16-5-12 may be retained in 
use, subject to the provisions of Subsection 14-16-6-8(F) (Nonconforming Signs). 

5-12(B)(6) For signs in the public right-of-way, see Section 8-2-2-1 of ROA 1994 (Traffic 
Control Devices, Signs Restricting Use of Streets) and the DPM. 

5-12(C) SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL ZONE DISTRICTS  
The following signs are prohibited, and these types of signs shall be removed or brought into 
conformance with this IDO and the DPM in accordance with maintenance standards for signs 
in Subsection 14-16-5-13(B)(10): 

5-12(C)(1) Any sign contributing to confusion of traffic control or resembling traffic control 
lighting; unauthorized sign, signal, marking, or device that purports to be or 
imitates official traffic control devices or railroad signs or signals; unauthorized 
sign that attempts to control traffic on any public right-of-way or private way; or 
sign that hides or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic control 
devices or any railroad signs or signals.  

5-12(C)(2) Any sign located in a clear sight triangle.  
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comply with all building and technical codes as adopted under 
Article 14-1 of ROA 1994 (Uniform Administrative Code and 
Technical Codes). 

5-13(B)(3) City Landmarks 
5-13(B)(3)(a) All landmarked structures shall receive reasonable maintenance 

and security for the purposes of preserving those structures and 
carrying out the intent of this Section 14-16-5-13(B)(3). 

5-13(B)(3)(b) Any occupied residential landmarked structure shall be 
maintained to comply with Article 14-3 of ROA 1994 (Uniform 
Housing Code).  

5-13(B)(3)(c) The owner or any other person having legal custody or control of a 
landmarked structure shall repair or stabilize the structure if it is 
found to have any of the following defects: 
1. A deteriorated or inadequate foundation. 
2. Deteriorated, loose, or ineffective waterproofing and 

weatherproofing of exterior walls, roofs, foundations, or 
floors, including broken windows or doors. 

3. Any fault in the building or structure that renders it 
structurally unsafe or not properly watertight. 

4. Parts that are inadequately attached that may fall and injure 
people or damage property. 

5. Significant architectural features, as described in the 
ordinance designating the landmark, that are deteriorating or 
in need of stabilization to insure their preservation. 

6. Any other condition determined by appropriate City officials 
to cause an immediate threat to public health, safety, or 
welfare. 

5-13(B)(3)(d) Any landmarked archeological site or vacant landmarked structure 
shall be adequately secured against unauthorized entry. 

5-13(B)(4) Drainage and Stormwater Management Facilities 
Maintenance shall be performed on a regular basis and follow the general 
standards as established in the DPM. 

5-13(B)(5) Walls and Fences  
Walls and fences shall be maintained in good repair. 

5-13(B)(6) Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening 
5-13(B)(6)(a) Landscaping, screening and buffering areas shall be maintained in 

compliance with Articles 6-6 and 9-8 of ROA 1994 (Trees, 
Vegetation, and Landscaping and Weeds, Litter, and Snow) and 
Section 4 of the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Authority 
(ABCWUA) Legislation and Ordinances (Water Waste Reduction 
Ordinance). 

5-13(B)(6)(b) All landscaped areas shall be maintained with a neat and orderly 
appearance, which includes pruning, removal and replacement of 
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dead or diseased plants and trees, disposal of litter, repair of 
damaged walls and hard surface areas, and upkeep of irrigation 
systems. 

5-13(B)(6)(c) Landscaped areas that become bare shall be re-vegetated to avoid 
erosion.  

5-13(B)(6)(d) Where landscaping was installed pursuant to a Site Plan or 
development approval, the landscaping shall be replaced 
according to any landscaping and maintenance plan under that 
approval. 

5-13(B)(6)(e) Trees or plants that die shall be replaced by the owner as 
expeditiously as possible, but in no case longer than 60 calendar 
days after notice from the City. The replacement of dead 
vegetation is the responsibility of the property owner. 

5-13(B)(6)(f) Street trees shall be maintained alive and healthy. Maintaining 
and replacing street trees or other trees planted in the public 
right-of-way are the responsibility of abutting property owners. 

5-13(B)(7) Parking, Circulation, and Loading Areas 
5-13(B)(7)(a) All drive-through lanes, loading areas, parking lots, and structures, 

except driveways for single- and two-family dwellings, shall be 
kept clean and maintained in good repair. These areas are subject 
to Article 9-8 of ROA 1994 (Weeds, Litter, and Snow). 

5-13(B)(7)(b) Potholes, surface damage, and other hazardous conditions shall be 
promptly repaired, and litter and debris shall be removed on a 
regular basis.  

5-13(B)(7)(c) Within 24 hours of the end of a snowfall, the owner or operator of 
each parking lot shall clear snow and ice from the parking area and 
the sidewalks in front of such property. 

5-13(B)(8) Parks and Open Space 
All City-owned or managed parks, trails, and Major Public Open Space shall be 
maintained per City Parks and Recreation standards. Privately-owned parks, 
trails, and/or open spaces shall be maintained by the property owner (often a 
homeowner’s association) to minimize safety hazards. These areas are subject 
to Article 9-8 of ROA 1994 (Weeds, Litter, and Snow). 

5-13(B)(9) Sidewalks 
All sidewalks shall be maintained by the abutting property owners, even if 
separated by a rear wall. 

5-13(B)(10) Signs 
All signs, including those that do not require a sign permit and those that do not 
conform to the requirements of this IDO, shall comply with the following 
standards. Any sign that is removed to comply with these standards shall be 
replaced only if the replacement sign complies with the standards of Section 14-
16-5-12 (Signs). 

5-13(B)(10)(a) All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition. 
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Part 14-16-6 Administration and Enforcement 

6-1 PROCEDURES SUMMARY TABLE 
Table 6-1-1 lists the types of development applications authorized by this IDO. For each type of 
application, the table indicates what type of notice is required, whether pre-application meetings with 
Planning staff or Neighborhood Associations are required, which City bodies review and make a decision 
on the application, and in which cases a public meeting or hearing is required. At a public meeting, the 
reviewing body may or may not allow public comment at its discretion; at a public hearing, public 
testimony is allowed, and a record of the proceeding is created. 

Table 6-1-1: Summary of Development Review Procedures 
X = Required    R = Review and/or Recommend    D = Review and Decide    AR = Appeal Review and Recommend 
AD = Appeal Review and Decision    [ ] = Public Meeting    < > = Public Hearing 

Section 
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Administrative Decisions 
Archaeological Certificate        D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(A) 
Historic Certificate of 
Appropriateness – Minor   X X    D  <AD>   <AR> <AD> 6-5(B) 

Permit – Sign  
Permit    X X   D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(C) 

Alternative Signage Plan   X X X   D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(C) 
Permit – Temporary Use        D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(D) 
Permit – Temporary Window 
Wrap  X      D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(E) 

Permit – Wall or Fence – Minor    X X   D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(F) 
Site Plan – Administrative[3]   X X X   D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(G) 
Wireless Telecommunications 
Facility Approval  X      D     <AR> <AD> 6-5(H) 

Decisions Requiring a Public Meeting or Hearing 
Conditional Use Approval X X X X X X X R    <D> <AR> <AD> 6-6(A) 
Demolition Outside of an HPO[4] X X X X X X X R  <D>   <AR> <AD> 6-6(B) 
Expansion of Nonconforming Use 
or Structure  X X X X X X R    <D> <AR> <AD> 6-6(C) 

Historic Certificate of 
Appropriateness – Major X X X X X X  R  <D>   <AR> <AD> 6-6(D) 

Historic Design Standards and 
Guidelines X X X X X X X R  <D>   <AR> <AD> 6-6(E) 

Master Development Plan X X X X X X X R   <D>  <AR> <AD> 6-6(F) 
Permit – Carport  X X X X       <D> <AR> <AD> 6-6(G) 
Permit – Wall or Fence – Major  X X X X       <D> <AR> <AD> 6-6(H) 
Site Plan – DRB X X X X X X X R [D]    <AR> <AD> 6-6(I) 
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Table 6-1-1: Summary of Development Review Procedures 
X = Required    R = Review and/or Recommend    D = Review and Decide    AR = Appeal Review and Recommend 
AD = Appeal Review and Decision    [ ] = Public Meeting    < > = Public Hearing 
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[5] This procedure is for easements on a plat only. 
[6] Includes creation or amendment of text or map for APO, CPO, or VPO Zones. 
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6-2 REVIEW AND DECISION-MAKING BODIES 
6-2(A) CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council is the zoning authority for the City of Albuquerque and has authority to make 
decisions on those types of applications shown as City Council responsibilities in Table 6-1-1. 
The City Council has delegated some of its broad planning and zoning authority to the 
Environmental Planning Commission (EPC) and Zoning Hearing Examiner (ZHE) as authorized 
by law, and the effect of those delegations is shown in this IDO. As the ultimate land use 
authority for the City, appeals of decisions by any lower authority listed in this Section are 
referred to the Land Use Hearing Officer (LUHO) for a hearing and recommendation, and then 
reviewed or heard by the City Council for a final determination. 

6-2(B) CITY STAFF 

6-2(B)(1) City Planning Department 
The City Planning Department staff is responsible for day-to-day administration 
of this IDO, unless this IDO states that another individual, department, or body 
has a specific responsibility. 

6-2(B)(1)(a) City Archaeologist 
1. The City Archaeologist is an employee or consultant of the City 

Planning Department and has authority to approve or deny 
applications for a Certificate of No Effect or for a Certificate of 
Approval of a proposed treatment plan per Subsection 14-16-
6-5(A) (Archaeological Certificate). 

2. The City Archaeologist shall be a qualified archaeologist.  
3. The City Archaeologist shall have the following responsibilities: 

a. Consult the New Mexico Cultural Resources Information 
System and other information sources to compile and 
maintain a digital database of surveyed areas, site 
locations, site types, cultural time periods, and site 
conditions that is compatible with the Albuquerque 
Geographic Information System. 

b. Determine whether an archaeological resource is of 
historic or pre-historic significance. 

c. Inspect ground-disturbing activities and/or archaeological 
resources, as needed. 

d. Coordinate with other departments and divisions as 
necessary to ensure compliance with treatment plans. 

e. Such other activities that will promote the public's 
understanding and appreciation for the City of 
Albuquerque's archeology. 

6-2(B)(1)(b) Planning Director 
The Planning Director has overall responsibility for the decisions of 
City Planning Department staff and may delegate authority as 
necessary to any staff member. 
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6-2(B)(1)(c) Zoning Enforcement Officer 
1. The Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) is a member of the City 

Planning Department staff and has authority to interpret this 
IDO pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-4(A) (Interpretation). 

2. The ZEO has responsibility for making formal determinations 
as to how this IDO applies to specific situations, proposed 
development projects, and lots. 

3. The ZEO is the formal issuing authority for those permits, 
approvals, licenses, or certificates that may be issued by the 
City Planning Department without review or approval by a 
higher authority. 

4. The ZEO has the authority determine whether violations of 
this IDO have occurred and to determine which of the 
enforcement tools in Section 14-16-6-9 (Violations, 
Enforcement, and Penalties) will be used to enforce this IDO, 
and in what order those tools will be used. 

6-2(B)(1)(d) Other City Planning Department Staff 
The City Planning Department staff makes recommendations and 
decisions as indicated in Table 6-1-1. Relevant City Planning 
Department staff members include the City Engineer and his/her 
designee for hydrology and transportation, Historic Preservation 
Planner, Impact Fee Administrator, Floodplain Administrator, and 
others, depending on the type of application involved and 
delegation of responsibilities granted. 

6-2(B)(2) Other City Department Staff 
Other relevant City staff may include those from the Parks and Recreation 
Department, Environmental Health Department, Department of Municipal 
Development, or others, depending on the type of application involved and 
delegation of responsibilities granted. 

6-2(C) DEVELOPMENT PROCESS MANUAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Development Process Manual (DPM) Executive Committee is a group of 11 individuals 
appointed by the City to review and approve changes to the DPM. 

6-2(C)(1) Membership 
The DPM Executive Committee membership includes: 

6-2(C)(1)(a) City Planning Department Director (Co-chair). 
6-2(C)(1)(b) City Department of Municipal Development Director or designated 

representative (Co-chair). 
6-2(C)(1)(c) Manager or designated representative of Urban Design and 

Development Division of the City Planning Department. 
6-2(C)(1)(d) City Engineer. 
6-2(C)(1)(e) City Attorney or designated representative. 
6-2(C)(1)(f) ABCWUA representative. 
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6-2(C)(1)(g) Five (5) members who are actively involved in land development 
activities either as developers, consultants, or planners or as 
representatives of community organizations. 

6-2(C)(2) Responsibilities 
The DPM Executive Committee is authorized to adopt changes to the DPM 
pursuant to those procedures set forth in the DPM. 

6-2(D) DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 
The Development Review Board (DRB) is a board made up of staff members from City 
Departments and Agencies relevant to reviewing private development to ensure that 
technical standards, including but not limited to those regarding land use, zoning, 
infrastructure, and transportation, have been met. 

6-2(D)(1) Membership 
The DRB membership includes: 

6-2(D)(1)(a) City Planning Department Director (Chair). 
6-2(D)(1)(b) City Engineer designee for hydrology (who may also function as a 

designee for AMAFCA). 
6-2(D)(1)(c) City Engineer designee for transportation. 
6-2(D)(1)(d) Zoning Enforcement Officer. 
6-2(D)(1)(e) Parks and Recreation Department representative. 
6-2(D)(1)(f) ABCWUA representative. 

6-2(D)(2) Responsibilities 
The DRB has the responsibility to make decisions on those types of applications 
shown as DRB responsibilities in Table 6-1-1. 

6-2(E) ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
The EPC is a 9-member board nominated by City Council members and appointed by the 
Mayor with the advice and consent of the City Council. The EPC is the "City Planning 
Commission" or the "Planning Commission" for the purposes of any other law or policy that 
refers to such body. 

6-2(E)(1) Membership and Qualifications 
The EPC shall include a resident of each City Council District, with experience in 
community planning, architecture, landscape architecture, urban design, real 
estate development, transportation, civil engineering, and/or real estate 
finance, and shall be subject to additional provisions, including terms of office, 
in Article 2-6 of ROA 1994 (Public Boards, Commissions, and Committees). 

6-2(E)(2) Appointments 
6-2(E)(2)(a) If an EPC member’s term of office is ending, that member is 

eligible for reappointment to the EPC, and the City Councilor in 
whose District that member resides desires to reappoint the 
member, the City Councilor shall so notify the City Council and the 
member shall be reappointed subject to the advice and consent of 
the City Council. 

6-2(E)(2)(b) When a vacancy on the EPC occurs: 
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1. The Mayor shall notify a City Councilor in writing that his/her 
District member's term of office has expired or the position is 
otherwise vacant, and that the City Councilor shall have 60 
calendar days to submit 2 recommended appointments to fill 
that position. If the City Councilor fails to submit 2 names 
within 60 calendar days of notification, the Mayor shall have 
the right to make the appointment subject to the advice and 
consent of the City Council. 

2. The Mayor shall then recommend 1 of the 2 individuals 
recommended by the City Councilor for appointment with the 
advice and consent of the City Council.  

3. The Mayor shall deliver to the City Council the Mayor's 
recommendation from the 2 names submitted within 30 
calendar days of delivery of the 2 names to the Mayor. If the 
Mayor fails to timely make a recommendation from the 2 
names submitted, the City Councilor who submitted the 
names may appoint one of the 2 recommended members, 
subject to the advice and consent of the City Council. 

6-2(E)(3) Responsibilities 
The EPC has the responsibility to:  

6-2(E)(3)(a) Make recommendations or decisions on those application types 
shown as EPC responsibilities in Table 6-1-1. 

6-2(E)(3)(b) Study urban and regional planning and means of protecting and 
improving the environment and promote the understanding of 
planning and environmental matters among public officials and 
residents of the city. 

6-2(E)(3)(c) Advise the Mayor, City Council, and City staff concerning the 
development and revision of community goals, Community 
Planning Area assessments, plans for urban development and 
protection of the environment, policies on development and 
protection of the environment, ordinances appropriate for 
affecting such plans and policies, and annexations to the City.  

6-2(E)(3)(d) Make recommendations for programming of capital 
improvements for the City pursuant to Article 2-12 of ROA 1994 
(Capital Improvements) and the resolution establishing priorities 
for each biannual capital improvement plan, designation of land 
desirable and needed for public purposes, adoption of air and 
water quality standards, and other appropriate matters. 

6-2(E)(3)(e) Review any recommendations, concerns, or comments provided 
by commenting agencies, departments, stakeholders, and the 
public prior to final decisions. 

6-2(E)(3)(f) Perform those duties and responsibilities and exercise those 
powers that may be delegated to it by the City Council through 
this IDO or independently of this IDO. 
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6-2(E)(3)(g) Form standing committees or task forces from EPC members in 
order to carry out the assigned duties, responsibilities, and powers 
of the EPC. 

6-2(F) FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR 
The Floodplain Administrator is the public official(s) designated by the City to coordinate the 
community's participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. The Floodplain 
Administrator is responsible for administering and enforcing the provisions of Article 14-5 of 
ROA 1994 (Flood Hazard and Drainage Control), which may affect the processing of 
applications under this IDO for property in a Special Flood Hazard Area. 

6-2(G) IMPACT FEE ADMINISTRATOR 
The Impact Fee Administrator has authority to interpret and enforce all provisions of Article 
14-19 of ROA 1994 (Impact Fees) and related rules and regulations in order to carry out the 
general administration of all impact fees. The Impact Fee Administrator shall have the 
responsibility to: 

6-2(G)(1) Establish a fee applicable to the most nearly equivalent land use on the fee 
schedule when no equivalent type of land use is present in either the impact fee 
schedule or in this IDO, or when a land use has been previously determined to 
be a miscellaneous land use. 

6-2(G)(2) Establish the impact fee applicable to a particular development using the 
procedures described in Article 14-19 of ROA 1994 (Impact Fees) and related 
rules and regulations. 

6-2(G)(3) With respect to an independent fee determination described in more detail in 
the DPM, the Impact Fee Administrator shall do all of the following: 
6-2(G)(3)(a) Conduct a pre-application meeting with the applicant and 

representatives of appropriate departments of the City. 
6-2(G)(3)(b) In accordance with the requirements of Article 14-19 of ROA 1994 

(Impact Fees), review the independent fee determination study 
for sufficiency, methodology, technical accuracy, and findings. 

6-2(G)(3)(c) In accordance with the requirements of Article 14-19 of ROA 1994 
(Impact Fees), establish the amount of the impact fee as a result 
of the independent study based on the procedures described in 
Article 14-19 of ROA 1994 (Impact Fees) and any associated 
administrative rules. 

6-2(G)(4) Determine exemptions from the requirement to pay an impact fee or reduction 
in the amount of the fee, based on this IDO, Article 14-19 of ROA 1994 (Impact 
Fees), and the DPM. 

6-2(G)(5) Determine the availability and the amount of any refund of an impact fee. 

6-2(G)(6) Calculate the additional impact fee due in the event of a change of use, 
redevelopment, or modifications of an existing use. 

6-2(G)(7) Calculate and grant credits for contributions, dedications, or improvements that 
may be used to offset any impact fee otherwise due. 
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6-2(H)(3)(b) Recommend to the Mayor and City Council landmarks to be 
designated by the City Council in accordance with the procedures 
established in this article. 

6-2(H)(3)(c) Conduct public hearings on applications for Historic Protection 
Overlay (HPO) zones or landmark structures or sites and make 
recommendations on those applications to City Council.  

6-2(H)(3)(d) Prepare and adopt specific development guidelines for any 
designated landmark or HPO zone. 

6-2(H)(3)(e) Make decisions on applications for Certificates of Appropriateness 
– Major for alteration, new construction, or demolition in HPO 
zones, in accordance with the procedures established in this IDO. 
The LC delegates authority to make decisions on Certificates of 
Appropriateness – Minor to the Historic Preservation Planner. 

6-2(H)(3)(f) Disseminate information to the public concerning historic 
preservation and seek input from groups and individuals about 
these matters. 

6-2(H)(3)(g) Consider methods for encouraging and achieving historic 
preservation and make recommendations to the Mayor and City 
Council. 

6-2(H)(3)(h) Advise the Mayor and City Council on any proposed public 
improvements that impact the exterior appearance of historic 
landmarks or significant structures in HPO zones. 

6-2(H)(3)(i) Review applications sent to the LC by the Historic Preservation 
Planner for demolition of buildings 50 years or older in areas 
specified in Subsection 14-16-6-6(B) (Demolition Outside of an 
HPO) that are outside of HPO zones to determine whether there is 
a feasible alternative to demolition. 

6-2(I) LAND USE HEARING OFFICER  
The Land Use Hearing Officer (LUHO) is an attorney designated by the City Council to review 
and conduct hearings on land use appeals and to recommend findings and determinations to 
the City Council on those matters shown as LUHO responsibilities in Table 6-1-1. 

6-2(J) ZONING HEARING EXAMINER 
The ZHE conducts hearings and makes findings and final decisions on those types of applications shown 
as ZHE decision responsibilities in Table 6-1-1. The ZHE shall have professional experience in both land 
use and law. 
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6-3 THE PLANNING SYSTEM 
The City of Albuquerque prepares and adopts Ranked City Plans to guide the development and 
management of public facilities, as well as private development within municipal boundaries. The City 
also analyzes development patterns and makes recommendations through Community Planning Area 
Assessments to align future private and public investments, policies, and regulations. 

6-3(A) RANK 1 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan (ABC Comp Plan) establishes a 
community vision for future development in the City of Albuquerque and unincorporated 
areas of Bernalillo County to take place primarily in Centers and Corridors and identifies long-
range goals and policies for community identity, land use, transportation, urban design, 
economic development, housing, parks and open space, heritage conservation, infrastructure, 
community facilities, services, and resilience and sustainability, to realize that vision. 

6-3(B) RANK 2 FACILITY PLANS 
Facility Plans provide policy guidance on a particular topic citywide to relevant implementing 
departments. They normally cover only one type of natural resource (such as Major Public 
Open Space) or one type of public facility or utility (such as electricity transmission). These 
plans are required to be consistent with the ABC Comp Plan, as amended, and to identify how 
they relate to its vision, goals, and policies. In case of conflict, policies in the ABC Comp Plan, 
as amended, shall prevail. 

6-3(C) RANK 3 PLANS 
Rank 3 Plans provide policy guidance for a particular geographic area to relevant 
implementing departments. Rank 3 Plans include Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plans, 
Master Plans, and Resource Management Plans. Rank 3 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
plans, adopted pursuant to Part 14-8-4 of ROA 1994 (Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency), 
contain strategies for catalytic public investment and economic development. Rank 3 Master 
Plans or Resource Management Plans developed and adopted by relevant implementing 
departments may specify development standards, management policies, or multi-year 
programs of capital improvements for particular public facilities or City-owned or managed 
resources. Rank 3 Plans are not subject to the review and decision processes in the IDO, but 
relevant implementing City departments may choose to have Rank 3 Plans reviewed by the 
EPC and/or accepted by the City Council when additional input is desired. 

6-3(D) ANNUAL UPDATES TO THE IDO 
The Planning Department shall prepare amendments to the text of this IDO to be submitted 
once every calendar year for an EPC hearing in December. These amendments shall be 
reviewed and decided pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-7(D) (Amendment to IDO Text – 
Citywide) or Subsection 14-16-6-7(E) (Amendment to IDO Text – Small Area), as applicable. 

6-3(D)(1) Anyone may submit recommended changes to the Planning Department 
throughout the year, particularly during the CPA assessment process, as set out 
in Subsection 14-16-6-3(E)(1) (Community Planning Area Assessments).  

6-3(D)(2) The Planning Department shall compile these recommendations, perform 
analyses, revise recommendations as necessary, and submit proposed 
amendments that further applicable goals and policies of the ABC Comp Plan, as 
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amended, as well as other City plans, and that protect the public health, safety, 
and welfare.  

6-3(D)(3) Changes recommended by a Community Planning Area (CPA) assessment that 
has been accepted by City Council pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-3(E)(7) shall 
be submitted for consideration at this time. 

6-3(D)(4) Notwithstanding the schedule for annual updates to the IDO in this Subsection 
14-16-6-3(D), the Planning Director may determine that an interim amendment 
to the text of this IDO shall be submitted for review and decision to prevent a 
significant threat to public health or safety. 

6-3(D)(5) Within 90 days of the effective date of each annual update, the Planning 
Department shall provide presentations and/or trainings for relevant City 
boards and commissions. 

6-3(E) COMMUNITY PLANNING AREA ASSESSMENTS 
The City conducts analysis and long-range planning within each Community Planning Area 
(CPA) established by the ABC Comp Plan. CPA assessments shall inform updates and 
amendments to planning policies, zoning regulations, technical standards for infrastructure, 
and capital improvement priorities. These assessments are intended to recommend changes 
to Ranked City Plans on an ongoing basis. Assessments are not part of the system of Ranked 
City Plans but recommend changes to those plans on an ongoing basis. 

6-3(E)(1) The Planning Director shall create a regular, rotating schedule to research, 
study, and analyze each CPA at least once every 5 years. 

6-3(E)(2) The assessments shall analyze each CPA based on performance measures 
established by the ABC Comp Plan, as amended, to reflect evolving conditions, 
trends, and desired outcomes to reflect the unique status of each CPA while 
also allowing comparison of objective data across the city. 

6-3(E)(3) The City Office of Neighborhood Coordination (ONC) shall be involved in each 
assessment to ensure adequate notification, representation, and participation 
of Neighborhood Associations. 

6-3(E)(4) Each assessment shall include visits and interactions with residents, property 
owners, businesses, neighborhood associations, business associations, and 
other stakeholders in each CPA. 

6-3(E)(5) Each assessment shall reflect the history, special places, character, and capital 
needs of each CPA. 

6-3(E)(6) At least every 5 years, based on the data, analyses, and findings of the 
assessments, the Planning Director shall recommend updates and amendments 
as relevant and necessary to the Rank 1 ABC Comp Plan, as amended; Rank 2 
Facility Plans; Rank 3 Plans; the IDO; or the DPM. See also Subsection 14-16-6-
4(D)(4) for the annual IDO update process. 

6-3(E)(7) The Planning Director shall report the findings and recommendations from each 
assessment to the EPC for review and recommendation to the City Council. 
Assessments shall be forwarded to the City Council for review and acceptance. 
Staff shall prepare resolutions and/or ordinances to accompany the assessment 
that will implement the findings and recommendations of the assessment for 
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6-4 GENERAL PROCEDURES 
6-4(A) INTERPRETATION 

The ZEO has authority to interpret this IDO, including the authority to determine its 
applicability to specific properties or situations and the authority to interpret the boundaries 
of zone districts and Overlay zones on the Official Zoning Map. 

6-4(B) PRE-APPLICATION MEETING 

6-4(B)(1) The purpose of a pre-application meeting is to provide an opportunity for an 
applicant and City staff to discuss applicable submittal requirements and 
procedures; the scope, features, and potential impacts of the proposed 
development on surrounding neighborhoods and infrastructure systems; the 
consistency or inconsistency of the proposed application with the ABC Comp 
Plan, as amended; applicable requirements and standards in this IDO; and 
applicable requirements and standards in the DPM and to identify primary 
contacts for the applicant and staff. A sketch plat review by the DRB meets the 
requirement of a pre-application meeting. 

6-4(B)(2) A pre-application meeting with City staff is required for those types of 
applications indicated in Table 6-1-1, and those types of applications will not be 
accepted until a pre-application meeting is held.  

6-4(B)(3) In addition, the Planning Director may require a meeting before City acceptance 
of any other type of application listed in Table 6-1-1 if the Director determines 
that the application is of unusual size or complexity or has the potential to 
create significant impacts on surrounding areas. 

6-4(C) PRE-SUBMITTAL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 

6-4(C)(1) For those types of applications where Table 6-1-1 requires a meeting with a 
neighborhood to be offered, the applicant shall offer at least 1 meeting to all 
Neighborhood Associations whose boundaries include or are adjacent to the 
subject property no more than 90 days before filing the application. In such 
cases, project applications will not be accepted until a pre-submittal 
neighborhood meeting has been held, or the requirements for a reasonable 
attempt in Subsection (3) below have been met. 

6-4(C)(2) If the project is not located within or adjacent to the boundaries of any 
Neighborhood Association, the applicant shall offer at least 1 meeting to all 
Neighborhood Associations whose boundaries include land within 1,320 feet (¼ 
mile) of the subject property. If no Neighborhood Association has land within 
that distance of the subject property, no pre-submittal neighborhood meeting 
shall be required. 

6-4(C)(3) A meeting request shall be sent to the 2 representatives on file at the ONC for 
all applicable Neighborhood Associations via Certified Mail, return receipt 
requested, or via email. Either method constitutes a reasonable attempt to 
notify a Neighborhood Association of a meeting request. The requirements of 
Subsection 14-16-6-4(K)(7) (Documentation of Good Faith Effort Required) also 
apply. 
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6-4(D) WHO CAN SUBMIT AN APPLICATION 

6-4(D)(1) Unless specified otherwise in this IDO, an application under this IDO related to a 
specific property or multiple properties may be submitted by: 
6-4(D)(1)(a) The owner of that property or an agent of the property owner 

with the written consent of the property owner. 
Where a property has more than one owner, all owners must 
consent in writing to the filing of the application or show proof of 
legal authority to act on behalf of the other owners. When the 
ownership status of some parties is unclear (as shown on a title 
abstract or title insurance commitment), the owner shall attest in 
writing that all of the property owners shown on a title abstract or 
title insurance commitment have been notified of the application 
in writing at their last known address as shown on the property 
tax records of Bernalillo County. 

6-4(D)(1)(b) The City. 
When the City initiates action, it does so without predetermining 
the approval or denial of the application.  

6-4(D)(1)(c) An entity with the authority to exercise the power of eminent 
domain, provided that the approval of the application shall not be 
effective until the entity has acquired an interest in the real 
property that is the subject of the application.  

6-4(D)(1)(d) At least 51 percent of the property owners in a proposed small 
area who agree in writing to the request to create a new small 
area with area-specific regulation(s). This process does not apply 
to a new APO or HPO zone. 

6-4(D)(1)(e) The property owners in a proposed HPO zone. 

6-4(D)(2) An application to adopt or amend the ABC Comp Plan may be submitted by the 
City or by any resident or property owner in the city. 

6-4(D)(3) An application to amend the text of this IDO may be submitted by the City or 
any resident or property owner in the city. 

6-4(D)(4) The Planning Department shall submit amendments to the text of this IDO 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-3(D) (Annual Updates to the IDO).  

6-4(D)(5) Annexation to the City may be accomplished by petition from 1 or more 
property owners. 
6-4(D)(5)(a) A petition to annex land into the City must be signed by the 

owners of a majority of the number of acres proposed to be 
annexed.  

6-4(D)(5)(b) If the land is located in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy 
District, the application must be signed by a majority of the 
owners of all lands that are included in the territory to be 
annexed.  

6-4(D)(5)(c) Annexation may also be accomplished in any other manner 
provided by New Mexico State law. If the provisions of this 
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application shall be considered abandoned, and any application fees that have 
been paid and have not been expended during initial review shall be refunded. 

6-4(G)(4) No development application shall be reviewed for compliance with this IDO or 
scheduled for a public meeting or hearing by any decision-making body until it is 
determined to be complete. 

6-4(G)(5) On determining that the application is complete, the Planning Director shall 
accept the application for review in accordance with the procedures and 
standards of this IDO. 

6-4(H) CUMULATIVE IMPACTS ANALYSIS REQUIREMENTS 

6-4(H)(1) A cumulative impacts analysis is required prior to approval of a Site Plan – EPC 
for any development in the Railroad and Spur Small Area that meets the criteria 
in Subsection 14-16-5-2(F)(1). The cumulative impacts analysis shall be 
submitted as part of the application materials and is subject to the application 
completeness requirements of Subsection 14-16-6-4(G). 

6-4(H)(2) The cumulative impacts analysis shall include all of the following:  
6-4(H)(2)(a) A list of other uses listed in Subsection 14-16-5-2(F)(1)(c) that are 

within 660 feet in any direction of the subject property. 
6-4(H)(2)(b) A Traffic Impact Study, pursuant to Subsection 14-16-5-2(F)(2)(c). 
6-4(H)(2)(c) A list, estimated amount, and storage location of hazardous 

materials, as defined by federal regulation, to be used for 
operations, including but not limited to fuels.  

6-4(H)(2)(d) A summary of sewer and storm water discharge, including 
volumes. 

6-4(H)(2)(e) A Letter of Availability from the ABCWUA, including estimate of 
volume of water to be used annually for operations. 

6-4(H)(2)(f) The operating hours of the facility, including but not limited to 
times when there may be delivery or movement of freight vehicles 
to and from the property and activities that generate noise and 
occur outdoors.  

6-4(H)(2)(g) A list of and copies of all permits required for the use. 

6-4(H)(3) The cumulative impacts analysis shall identify any efforts to avoid, minimize, or 
mitigate any impacts as outlined in Subsections 14-16-5-2(F)(2) and 14-16-6-
4(H)(2) and/or propose civic or environmental benefits that outweigh the 
expected impacts. 

6-4(I) TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY REQUIREMENTS 

6-4(I)(1) A traffic impact study may be required pursuant to standards in the DPM or 
Subsection 14-16-5-2(F)(2)(c). The extent of the study or report will depend on 
the location of the project, the amount of traffic generated from the 
development, and the existing conditions in the project area. 

6-4(I)(2) A scoping meeting with the City Engineer may be scheduled to determine 
whether a traffic impact study is required. 
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been provided, additional notice shall not be required if the public meeting or 
hearing is begun and then continued to a specific date, or for an appeal of the 
decision. 

6-4(K)(3) Mailed 
6-4(K)(3)(a) General Requirements 

1. For the purposes of providing mailed notice, First-class Mail 
shall constitute reasonable attempt to notify, with the 
following exceptions: 
a. In the case of an application for a subject property less 

than 10 acres to request an Annexation of Land or Zoning 
Map Amendment, the letters to property owners within 
100 feet in any direction of the subject property must be 
sent by Certified Mail. 

b. In the case of an application for a subject property 10 
acres or more to request an Annexation of Land or Zoning 
Map Amendment, if the notice by First-class Mail to a 
property owner is returned undelivered, the City shall 
attempt to discover that owner's most recent address, and 
the applicant shall remit the notice by Certified Mail, 
return receipt requested, to that address. 

2. Mailed notice shall be provided at the applicant's expense. 
3. The applicant shall be required to provide evidence that 

required notices have been mailed at least 3 calendar days 
before a weekly public meeting or hearing or at least 15 
calendar days before a monthly public meeting or hearing. 

6-4(K)(3)(b) Notice to Neighborhood Associations 
Where Table 6-1-1 requires mailed notice, the applicant shall mail 
a notice to the 2 contact addresses on file with the ONC for 
Neighborhood Associations as follows: 
1. For applications related to a citywide Policy Decision: all 

Neighborhood Associations. 
2. For applications related to a Wireless Telecommunications 

Facility (WTF): any Neighborhood Association within 1,320 
feet (¼ mile) in any direction of the subject property. 

3. For all other applications: any Neighborhood Association 
whose boundaries include or are adjacent to the subject 
property or small area. 

4. For applications where Table 6-1-1 requires electronic mail 
notice, mailed notice to Neighborhood Association 
representatives is only required if there is no e-mail address 
on file for that representative. 

6-4(K)(3)(c) Notice to Property Owners 
For Administrative Decisions, Decisions Requiring a Public Meeting 
or Hearing, Amendments to Zoning Map, Adoption or Amendment 
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2. The sign content required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-
4(K)(1)(a) must be shown but can be consolidated if applicable 
to multiple lots.  

3. A map that clearly identifies the lots with applications for Site 
Plan – Administrative must be included. 

6-4(K)(4)(c) Posted sign notice is not required for appeals of those decisions 
where Table 6-1-1 requires a posted sign for the initial application. 

6-4(K)(5) Electronic Mail 
Where Table 6-1-1 requires electronic mail notice, the applicant shall send an 
electronic mail notice to the e-mail addresses on file with the ONC for each 
Neighborhood Association whose boundaries include or are adjacent to the 
subject property.  

6-4(K)(5)(a) For applications where mailed notice to Neighborhood 
Associations is also required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-
4(K)(3)(b), electronic mail notice fulfills the mailed notice 
requirement in that Subsection. If any Neighborhood Association 
representatives do not have an e-mail address on file with the 
ONC, mailed notice to those representatives is required. 

6-4(K)(5)(b) For a period of 2 years after a Subdivision of Land – Major is 
approved, a Site Plan – Administrative for low-density residential 
development within that subdivision is exempt from the electronic 
mail notice requirement. After that time, electronic mail notice is 
required. 

6-4(K)(5)(c) Electronic mail notice is not required for appeals of those 
decisions where Table 6-1-1 requires electronic mail notice of the 
initial application. 

6-4(K)(6) Web Posting 
Where Table 6-1-1 requires web posting notice, the City shall post a notice on 
the City’s website. The notice shall generally be in the form of a meeting or 
hearing agenda or a Notice of Decision. 

6-4(K)(7) Documentation of Good Faith Effort Required 
6-4(K)(7)(a) In any case where an applicant is required to provide mailed, 

posted, or electronic notice, the applicant shall be required to 
submit evidence that timely notice has been made, including the 
dates on which notice was provided, a copy of the text of the 
notice provided, and a list of those addresses and e-mail addresses 
to which mailed and electronic notice has been sent. 

6-4(K)(7)(b) In any case where mailed notice is returned to sender or email 
notice is returned as undeliverable, the applicant shall request 
updated information from the City and re-send any required 
notice to the updated address, if different. 

6-4(K)(7)(c) Failure to provide evidence of timely mailing or electronic notice 
of required notices to Neighborhood Associations shall result in 
postponement of the public meeting or hearing unless the City 
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Neighborhood Associations whose boundaries include or are 
adjacent to the subject property.  

6-4(L)(3)(b) If reasonable attempts have been made to accommodate the 
schedules of the applicant, the Neighborhood Associations, and 
the requester (if different), and no post-submittal facilitated 
meeting has occurred, the application shall proceed in the 
relevant review/decision process. If no post-submittal facilitated 
meeting occurs, the facilitator shall provide documentation of the 
attempt to schedule the post-submittal facilitated meeting and 
that no post-submittal facilitated meeting was scheduled within 
the time allotted. 

6-4(L)(3)(c) If a post-submittal facilitated meeting occurs, the facilitator shall 
submit a post-submittal facilitated meeting report, including but 
not limited to the meeting location, date, and time; attendees; 
and a summary of the discussion to the Planning Department 
within 7 calendar days of the post-submittal facilitated meeting. 

6-4(M) PUBLIC MEETINGS 
A public meeting is less formal than a public hearing and is not quasi-judicial. Where Table 6-
1-1 indicates that a public meeting is required, the review or decision-making body shall 
discuss the application in a public meeting, but it shall be up to the discretion of the reviewing 
body whether public questions, statements, or discussion on the application shall be allowed. 

6-4(N) PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6-4(N)(1) Requirement 
The ZHE, LC, EPC, LUHO, and City Council shall conduct public hearings as 
necessary on those types of applications where Table 6-1-1 requires a public 
hearing. 

6-4(N)(2) Procedures Governed by Administrative Rules 
Each entity listed in Section 14-16-6-2 (Review and Decision-making Bodies) is 
authorized to create rules, procedures, or practices governing its conduct of 
public hearings, but each public hearing (other than appeal hearings) shall 
include an opportunity for all parties to the hearing to be heard regarding the 
application. A record shall be kept of each person asking questions or offering 
testimony about the application. 

6-4(N)(3) Quasi-judicial Hearings 
For decisions that would result in changes to property rights or entitlements on 
a particular property or affecting a small area, or are otherwise not considered 
legislative decisions involving policy or regulatory changes that would apply 
citywide or to a large area, the decision-making body shall conduct a quasi-
judicial hearing to make a discretionary decision. Quasi-judicial hearings shall be 
subject to the additional provisions in this Subsection 14-16-6-4(N)(3). 

6-4(N)(3)(a) Appearance of Record 
An appearance of record in a hearing is made through a written 
statement of the person’s name and address, signed by the person 
or by his/her agent, and submitted to the relevant decision-
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6-4(O)(2) Where Sections 14-16-6-5 (Administrative Decisions), 14-16-6-6 (Decisions 
Requiring a Public Meeting or Hearing), or 14-16-6-7 (Policy Decisions) list 
specific review and decision criteria for the approval of an application, the 
decision-making body identified in Table 6-1-1 shall only approve the application 
if it finds that those criteria have been met. 

6-4(O)(3) Where this IDO does not list additional or more specific criteria for the review 
and decision on applications, the application shall be recommended for 
approval (or approval with conditions) or shall be approved (or approved with 
conditions) if the review or decision-making body determines that the 
application complies with all applicable standards in this IDO, other adopted City 
regulations or policies that may be applicable, and any conditions specifically 
applied to development of the property in a prior permit or approval affecting 
the property. 

6-4(O)(4) Any application identified in Table 6-1-1 may be denied to an applicant who 
meets any of the following criteria: 
6-4(O)(4)(a) Has not complied with all applicable statutes of the State of New 

Mexico, provisions of the Charter of the City of Albuquerque, or 
City ordinance. 

6-4(O)(4)(b) Is in default or has defaulted on a written agreement with the City.  
6-4(O)(4)(c) Has failed to pay fees, charges, taxes, special assessments, and 

other debts or obligations that are due from the applicant and 
payable to the City regarding any matter. 

6-4(P) DEVIATIONS 
When an application is submitted, the applicant may request a deviation to IDO Standards, up 
to the limits listed in Table 6-4-1. 

Table 6-4-1: Allowable Deviations 

Standard 

Maximum Allowable Deviation (Cumulative of Earlier 
Approved Deviations) 

General 

Lot ≤10,000 sq. ft. in any Mixed-
use or Non-residential zone 
district in an Area of Change 

Lot size, minimum 10% 
Lot width, minimum 10% 
Front setback, minimum 15% 
Side setback, minimum 15% 50% 
Rear setback, minimum 10% 50% 
Building height, maximum 10% 
Off-street parking spaces, minimum 5% 15% 
Wall and fence height 6 in. 
Any other numerical standard 10% 
Any standard cited in an application for 
“reasonable accommodation” or “reasonable 
modification” under the federal Fair Housing 
Act Amendments of 1998 (or as amended) 

The minimum deviation necessary to comply with the 
federal Fair Housing Act  
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6-4(P)(3)(e) The requested deviation is not for an Overlay zone standard, and 
the approval of any requested deviation will not result in a 
violation of any Overlay zone standard.  

6-4(P)(4) In the case of a request for “reasonable accommodation” or “reasonable 
modification” under the federal Fair Housing Act Amendments of 1998 (or as 
amended), the criteria in Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) above do not need 
to be met, and the relevant decision-making body shall approve any deviation 
necessary to comply with the requirements of the federal Fair Housing Act 
Amendments. 

6-4(P)(5) Any deviations granted associated with a Site Plan shall be noted on the 
approved Site Plan. 

6-4(Q) CONDITIONS ON APPROVALS 

6-4(Q)(1) If Table 6-1-1 or IDO Subsections 14-16-6-4(Y) (Amendments of Approvals) or 
14-16-6-4(Z) (Amendments of Pre-IDO Approvals) authorize City staff to make a 
decision on an application, City staff may impose conditions necessary to bring 
the application into compliance with the requirements of this IDO or other 
adopted City regulations. 

6-4(Q)(2) If Table 6-1-1 or IDO Subsections 14-16-6-4(Y) (Amendments of Approvals) or 
14-16-6-4(Z) (Amendments of Pre-IDO Approvals) authorizes the ZHE, EPC, DRB, 
LC, or City Council to make a decision on an application, the decision-making 
body may impose conditions on the approval necessary to bring the application 
into compliance with the requirements of this IDO, other adopted City 
regulations, or the specific review criteria for that type of application, provided 
that the following criteria are met: 
6-4(Q)(2)(a) All conditions are reasonably related to the purposes of this IDO or 

mitigating the negative impacts of the proposed development or 
land use as determined by the reviewing entity. 

6-4(Q)(2)(b) Where mitigation of the impacts of a proposed plan or 
development requires an applicant to dedicate land or pay money 
to a public entity in an amount that is not calculated according to 
a formula applicable to a broad class of applicants, any conditions 
imposed are roughly proportional both in nature and extent to the 
anticipated impacts of the proposed development, as shown 
through an individualized determination of impacts.  

6-4(Q)(3) Any conditions shall be listed in or attached to the permit or approval 
document, and violation of any condition on a permit or approval shall be a 
violation of this IDO. 

6-4(Q)(4) Any conditions shall be met within 1 year of the approval, unless stated 
otherwise in the approval. If any conditions are not met within that time, the 
approval is void. The Planning Director may extend the time limit up to an 
additional 1 year. 

6-4(R) REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCIAL ASSURANCE  

6-4(R)(1) Unless specified otherwise in this IDO, the DPM, or an IIA approved by the City, 
or otherwise approved by the City, all applicants for permits and approvals 
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2. Grading activities that involve disturbance of one acre or 
more, relocation of 500 cubic yards or more, and/or are 
located adjacent to a watercourse or within a Special Flood 
Hazard Area require a sediment control permit and a grading 
permit. 

3. Paving of 10,000 square feet or more require a paving permit. 
4. Resurfacing of previously paved areas that does not involve 

land disturbance does not require a paving permit or review. 
6-4(S)(4)(c) Regardless of the size of a project, grading, paving, or staging 

activities within a Special Flood Hazard Area requires a floodplain 
development permit. 

6-4(S)(4)(d) Any building over 1,000 square feet requires a grading plan as part 
of the application for building permit. 

6-4(S)(5) Landfill Gas Mitigation Approval 
6-4(S)(5)(a) Standards and procedures for obtaining a landfill gas mitigation 

approval are generally governed by the City Environmental Health 
Department, whose applicable standards and procedures, 
including any applicable federal, State, and local laws, regulations, 
and policies, including but not limited to Subsection 20.6.2.4103.A 
of the New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC), prevail over the 
IDO or DPM. In case of a conflict between the provisions of this 
Subsection 14-16-6-4(S)(5) and the standards and procedures of 
the DPM, the DPM shall prevail. 

6-4(S)(5)(b) This Subsection 14-16-6-4(S)(5) is not intended to affect planning 
or administrative processes that are not associated with physical 
changes to the lot other than to raise awareness of procedures 
related to landfill gases that must be undertaken prior to 
development. 

6-4(S)(5)(c) A landfill gas mitigation approval is required for all of the following 
types of permits or applications on any property within a landfill 
gas buffer area pursuant to Subsection 14‐16‐5-2(I) (Landfill 
Buffers) in addition to any other applicable review and approval 
requirements: 
1. Grading, Drainage, and Paving Approvals or Fugitive Dust 

Control Construction Permit. 
2. Permit – Sign for new freestanding sign. 
3. Permit – Wall or Fence – Minor. 
4. Site Plan – Administrative. 
5. Wireless Telecommunications Facility Approval for a new 

freestanding facility. 
6. Master Development Plan. 
7. Site Plan – DRB. 
8. Site Plan – EPC. 
9. Subdivision of Land – Minor. 
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10. Subdivision of Land – Major. 
6-4(S)(5)(d) In order to obtain a landfill gas mitigation approval, the applicant 

must to do all of the following:  
1. The applicant shall provide an assessment and report 

performed and certified by a professional engineer with 
expertise in landfills and landfill gas to determine if landfill 
gases exist on the lot and whether there is a potential for the 
migration of landfill gases to impact the lot or other lots in the 
future. 

2. If the assessment determines that landfill gases exist on the 
lot or there is a potential for the migration of landfill gases to 
impact the lot or other lots in the future, the report shall 
identify landfill gas mitigation measures that are adequate to 
address any existing or future risk in a landfill gas mitigation 
plan that meets the following requirements: 
a. The applicant shall submit copies of the assessment, 

report, and landfill gas mitigation plan, approved by the 
City Environmental Health Department, with any 
application(s) listed in Subsection 14‐16‐6-4(S)(5)(c) 
related to the property.  

b. The applicant shall commit in writing to the landfill gas 
mitigation plan as a condition of approval on all official 
documents, including but not limited to plats, plans, and 
permits, filed at the City Planning Department in relation 
to development of the property. In the case of a large 
corporation, this letter of commitment shall be signed by a 
representative with the authority to commit the 
corporation to implementing the landfill gas mitigation 
plan. 

c. The City Environmental Health Department shall 
acknowledge receipt of the letter of commitment to the 
applicant and provide a copy to the City Planning 
Department for filing.  

d. The applicant shall include the following disclosure 
statement on any official documents filed at the Planning 
Department in relation to development of the property 
such as plats, plans, or permits: 

“The subject property is located (near / on) a (closed / 
operating) landfill. Due to the subject property being 
(near / on) a (closed / operating) landfill, certain 
precautionary measures may need to be taken to 
ensure the health and safety of the public. 
Recommendations made by a professional engineer 
with expertise in landfills and landfill gas issues (as 
required by the most current version of the Interim 
Guidelines for Development within City Designated 
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Landfill Buffer Zones of the City Environmental Health 
Department) shall be consulted prior to development 
of the site.” 

e. The City Environmental Health Department shall refer any 
development that appears to require regulation by the 
State due to removal of landfill materials, such as for 
grading or required off‐site infrastructure, to the New 
Mexico Environment Department – Solid Waste Bureau. 

3. If the assessment and report indicate that there is no landfill 
gas at the property and there is no future risk from the 
migration of landfill gases, the assessment and report shall 
state how such a determination was made and the applicant 
shall do all of the following: 
a. Submit copies of the assessment and report approved by 

the Environmental Health Department with any 
application(s) listed in Subsection 14‐16‐6-4(S)(5)(c) 
related to the property. 

b. Include the disclosure statement in Subsection 2.d above 
on any official documents filed at the Planning 
Department in relation to the development such as plats, 
plans, or permits. 

4. The Environmental Services Division of the City Environmental 
Health Department or its consultant shall review the 
assessment and report, and landfill gas mitigation plan if 
applicable, and shall approve or reject them in writing within 
20 business days of its submission. If the documents are not 
acceptable, the City Environment Health Department shall 
advise the applicant of the changes needed and the applicant 
shall submit revised documents for review and approval. 

6-4(S)(5)(e) Landfill gas mitigation approvals are on file at the City Planning 
Department. 

6-4(T) TIMING OF DECISIONS 

6-4(T)(1) The City shall review and make decisions on applications under this IDO as 
promptly as reasonably possible while complying with the requirements of this 
IDO, any other requirements that may be provided by law, and as set forth in 
more detail in the DPM. 

6-4(T)(2) In the case of an application for a permit or approval or an amendment to a 
permit or approval for any land use involving rights protected by the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or similar provisions in the New Mexico 
Constitution, the City will make a final decision on a complete application (and if 
the decision is subject to an appeal to the City Council, will make a decision on 
the appeal) within any specific timeframes established in this IDO or as 
necessary to avoid a chilling effect on the exercise of those constitutional rights, 
as interpreted by applicable federal or State court decisions. 
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6-4(Z) AMENDMENTS OF PRE-IDO APPROVALS 
Approvals granted prior to the effective date of this IDO may be amended as described in this 
Subsection 14-16-6-4(Z). 

6-4(Z)(1) Site Development Plans  
This Subsection 14-16-6-4(Z) addresses applications for amendments to site 
development plans approved prior to the effective date of this IDO. 

6-4(Z)(1)(a) Minor Amendments 
The Planning Director may grant minor amendments that meet 
the following requirements: 
1. The existing site development plan specifies the requirements 

in place at the time of approval, and the requested change still 
meets the original requirements. 

2. The requested change is within the thresholds for minor 
amendments established in Table 6-4-4, cumulative of prior 
deviations or minor amendments. 

3. The requested change does not require major public 
infrastructure or significant changes to access or circulation 
patterns on the site, which would warrant additional review 
by the original decision-making body. 

4. No deviations, Variances, or Waivers shall be granted for 
minor amendments. 

6-4(Z)(1)(b) Major Amendments 
All requested amendments that do not qualify as minor 
amendments pursuant to Subsection (a) above shall be subject to 
relevant IDO standards, unless a different procedure described 
below applies. 
1. Except as noted in Subsection 2 below, major amendments 

shall be reviewed and decided by the decision-making body 
that issued the permit or approval being amended, following 
the procedures for the most closely equivalent decision in Part 
14-16-6 (Administration and Enforcement), including any 
required application fee, public notice, referral to commenting 
agencies, and public meeting or hearing. 

2. For major amendments that involve any of the following, the 
relevant IDO procedures shall be followed, including any 
required application fee, public notice, referral to commenting 
agencies, and public meeting or hearing. 
a. Any standard in the Site Development Plan that is covered 

by an IDO standard in Section 14-16-5-3 (Access and 
Connectivity), Section 14-16-5-4 (Subdivision of Land), 
Section 14-16-5-5 (Parking and Loading), or any DPM 
standard. 

b. Any change affecting an easement.  
c. Any expansion of a nonconforming use or structure. 
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6-5 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS 
6-5(A) ARCHAEOLOGICAL CERTIFICATE 

All applicable provisions of Section 14-16-6-4 (General Procedures) apply unless specifically 
modified by the provisions of this Subsection 14-16-6-5(A).  

6-5(A)(1) Applicability 
This Subsection 14-16-6-5(A) requires an 
Archaeological Certificate of No Effect or 
Certificate of Approval to be duly approved 
prior to approval of any preliminary plat, Site 
Plan, or Master Development Plan for 
projects over 5 acres. 

6-5(A)(2) Procedure 
6-5(A)(2)(a) An application for an 

Archaeological Certificate shall 
be reviewed by the City 
Archaeologist to determine whether the proposed development 
will have an adverse impact on any significant archaeological site. 

6-5(A)(2)(b) The City Archaeologist shall issue a Certificate of No Effect if there 
is no adverse impact. 

6-5(A)(2)(c) If the application does not qualify for a Certificate of No Effect, an 
application for a Certificate of Approval shall be required. The 
applicant must submit a treatment plan prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist that adequately mitigates any archaeological 
impacts of the development. 

6-5(A)(2)(d) The City Archaeologist shall review the treatment plan and shall 
approve or deny the proposed plan within 15 calendar days of its 
submission. If the plan is approved, a Certificate of Approval shall 
be issued by the City Archaeologist. If the plan is not approved as 
submitted, the City Archaeologist shall advise the applicant of the 
changes needed in the plan for its approval.  

6-5(A)(2)(e) The Planning Department shall maintain records of project areas 
that received a Certificate of No Effect or Certificate of Approval. 

6-5(A)(2)(f) The Planning Director shall require that the treatment plan is 
included on the applicable infrastructure lists of Preliminary Plats 
and Site Plans.  

6-5(A)(2)(g) The Planning Director shall require that any necessary treatment 
plan is referenced on the first sheet of the Site Plan or Master 
Development Plan. Implementation of the necessary treatment 
plan shall be made a condition of approval. 

6-5(A)(3) Review and Decision Criteria 
6-5(A)(3)(a) Certificate of No Effect 

An application for a Certificate of No Effect shall be approved if it 
meets any of the following criteria: 

Archaeological Certificate 

City Staff / City Archaeologist 
Review and Decide 

City Council 
Appeal to City Council through LUHO 

P 

P Indicates Public Meeting or Hearing 
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6-6(J) SITE PLAN – EPC 
All applicable provisions of Section 14-16-6-4 (General Procedures) apply unless specifically 
modified by the provisions of this Subsection 14-16-6-6(J) or the DPM. 

6-6(J)(1) Applicability  
6-6(J)(1)(a) A Site Plan – EPC may only be 

approved for legally platted or 
nonconforming lots, and may 
not be approved on 
unsubdivided property, except 
for development in the PD or 
NR-SU zone districts and any 
development on a site 5 acres 
or greater adjacent to Major 
Public Open Space, in which 
case a Site Plan approval is 
required prior to any platting 
action. 

6-6(J)(1)(b) This Subsection 14-16-6-6(J) 
applies to the following: 
1. Any application within an NR-PO zone district that does not 

qualify for consideration as a Site Plan – Administrative 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-5(G). 

2. Any application for development associated with a Zoning 
Map Amendment application in a zone district that requires a 
Site Plan – EPC to be reviewed and decided simultaneously, 
including but not limited to MX-FB, NR-SU, and PD. 

3. Any application for development on a lot 5 acres or greater 
adjacent to Major Public Open Space. 

4. Any Subdivision or Site Plan application for development that 
has not avoided sensitive lands identified in the sensitive lands 
analysis required pursuant to Subsection 14-16-5-2(C). 

5. Any application for development in the Railroad and Spur 
Small Area requiring a cumulative impact analysis pursuant to 
Subsections 14-16-5-2(F) (Cumulative Impacts) and 14-16-6-
4(H) (Cumulative Impacts Analysis Requirements). 

6. Any application for development for which the applicant 
requests EPC review, provided that the Planning Director 
concurs with that request.  

7. Any application for an electric utility within any zone district 
where EPC approval is required by the Facility Plan for Electric 
Transmission.  

8. Any application involving a major utility as a primary use of 
the site unless specified otherwise in an adopted Facility Plan. 

Site Plan – EPC 

City Staff / ZEO 
Review and/or Recommend 

EPC 
Review and Decide 

P 

P Indicates Public Meeting or Hearing 

City Council 
Appeal to City Council through LUHO 

P 
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6-6(K)(2)(c) The DRB may grant a Waiver to a DPM standard as part of this 
approval pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(P) (Waiver – DRB).  

6-6(K)(2)(d) The DRB may grant a deviation to a Development Standard in the 
IDO as part of this approval per the thresholds in Section 14-16-6-
4(P) (Deviations).  

6-6(K)(2)(e) Final Plats shall include a list of any Variances, Waivers, and 
deviations granted as an exhibit or note. 

6-6(K)(2)(f) When all conditions of approval are satisfied, the final plat is 
approved; approval shall be recorded on the original drawing of 
the final plat and shall be dated and verified by the signatures of 
members of the DRB.  

6-6(K)(2)(g) The applicant shall record the plat with the Bernalillo County Clerk 
within 6 months after DRB signatures. A plat that is not recorded 
in a timely manner is not valid, may not be used as the basis for 
legal transfer of property where a subdivision is required, and is 
subject to withdrawal of the DRB approval through the same 
process used to approve the Subdivision of Land – Minor. 

6-6(K)(3) Review and Decision Criteria 
An application for a Subdivision of Land – Minor shall be approved if it meets all 
of the following criteria: 

6-6(K)(3)(a) The application complies with all applicable provisions of this IDO, 
the DPM, other adopted City regulations, and any conditions 
specifically applied to development of the property in a prior 
permit or approval affecting the property. 

6-6(K)(3)(b) Any Waivers granted to Development Standards applicable to the 
subdivision in Section 14-16-5-3 (Access and Connectivity) or 
Section 14-16-5-4 (Subdivision of Land) and any deviations to 
other IDO standards granted within the thresholds established by 
Section 14-16-6-4(P) (Deviations) are documented in the 
application.  
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6-6(L) SUBDIVISION OF LAND – MAJOR  
All applicable provisions of Section 14-16-6-4 (General Procedures) apply unless specifically 
modified by the provisions of this Subsection 14-16-6-6(L) or the DPM. 

6-6(L)(1) Applicability 
6-6(L)(1)(a) This Subsection 14-16-6-6(L) 

applies to any application for a 
subdivision of land or 
combination of previously 
subdivided lots that is not 
eligible to be processed as a 
Subdivision of Land – Minor 
pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-
6(K). 

6-6(L)(1)(b) The following applications for a 
subdivision of land require a 
prior approval and can then be 
processed as a Subdivision of 
Land – Minor pursuant to 
Subsection 14-16-6-6(K); an 
application for Subdivision of Land – Major is not a substitute for 
the required prior approval. 
1. Subdivision of land 5 acres or greater adjacent to Major Public 

Open Space that does not have a Site Plan – EPC. 
2. Subdivision of land that is zoned NR-SU or PD that does not 

have a Site Plan – EPC. 
3. Subdivision of land that is zoned NR-BP that does not have a 

Master Development Plan. 
4. Subdivision of land that is zoned PC that does not have a 

Framework Plan. 
6-6(L)(1)(c) This Subsection 14-16-6-6(L) applies to any application for a bulk 

land subdivision for either of the following: 
1. Property that is at least 5 acres; in an R-A, R-1, R-MC, R-T, or 

PC zone district; and designated for residential development.  
2. Property that is at least 20 acres; in an R-ML, R-MH, or PC 

zone district or any Mixed-use or Non-residential zone district; 
and designated for mixed-use or non-residential development. 

6-6(L)(2) Procedure  
6-6(L)(2)(a) Deviations and Waivers 

1. The DRB may grant a deviation to a Development Standard in 
the IDO as part of this approval pursuant to the thresholds in 
Subsection 14-16-6-4(P) (Deviations). 

2. The DRB may grant a Waiver to standards in Sections 14-16-5-
3 (Access and Connectivity), 14-16-5-4 (Subdivision of Land), 

Subdivision of Land – Major 

City Staff / ZEO 
Review and/or Recommend 

DRB 
Review and Decide 

P 

P Indicates Public Meeting or Hearing 

City Council 
Appeal to City Council through LUHO 

P 
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6-7(C) ADOPTION OR AMENDMENT OF HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
All applicable provisions of Section 14-16-6-4 (General Procedures) apply unless specifically 
modified by the provisions of this Subsection 14-16-6-7(C). 

6-7(C)(1) Applicability 
This Subsection 14-16-6-7(C) applies to all 
applications to do the following. 

6-7(C)(1)(a) Designate an area of the City as 
an HPO zone. 

6-7(C)(1)(b) Amend the boundaries of an 
existing HPO zone, including 
removing or adding property. 

6-7(C)(1)(c) Terminate an HPO zone. 
6-7(C)(1)(d) Designate a landmark site or 

structure. 
6-7(C)(1)(e) Remove a site or an area from 

the City’s list of designated 
landmarks sites. 

6-7(C)(1)(f) Amend the text of an HPO zone 
or any standard in this IDO that specifically applies to an HPO 
zone.  

6-7(C)(2) Procedure 
6-7(C)(2)(a) The Historic Preservation Planner shall forward a recommendation 

to the LC. 
6-7(C)(2)(b) The LC shall conduct a public hearing and shall make a 

recommendation to City Council. 
6-7(C)(2)(c) The City Council shall conduct a public hearing and shall make a 

decision on the application. 
6-7(C)(2)(d) The LC shall adopt specific design standards and guidelines for the 

HPO zone or City landmark within 60 calendar days following City 
Council adoption pursuant to Subsection 14-16-6-6(E) (Historic 
Design Standards and Guidelines). Any amendments to such 
standards and guidelines shall be reviewed pursuant to the same 
procedure. 

6-7(C)(3) Review and Decision Criteria 
6-7(C)(3)(a) Adoption or Amendment of an HPO Zone 

An application for adoption or amendment of an HPO zone 
boundary shall be approved if the area contains a significant 
concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, 
or objects united by past events or united aesthetically by plan or 
physical development. An HPO zone may also comprise individual 
elements separated geographically but linked by association or 
history, provided that any of the following criteria is met: 

Adoption or Amendment of 
Historic Designation 

City Staff / Historic Preservation 
Planner 

Review and/or Recommend 

Landmarks Commission 
Review and Recommend 

P 

P Indicates Public Meeting or Hearing 

City Council 
Review and Decide 

P 
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2. Where any existing low-density residential development lacks 
an improved front yard parking area, and improved front yard 
parking areas were not required at the time of the unit’s initial 
development, such residential unit may continue to use a 
portion of the front yard for parking subject to the size and 
area limitations in Subsection 14-16-5-5(F)(2)(a)1. 

6-8(G)(3)(b) Lawful Improvements Installed between June 17, 2007 and the 
Effective Date of this IDO 
Front yard parking areas that do not satisfy the requirements of 
this IDO but that satisfied the requirements of all applicable 
regulations in place between June 17, 2007 and the effective date 
of this IDO may continue to be used for front yard parking 
pursuant to this Section 14-16-6-8. 

6-8(H) PROPERTY ACQUISITION BY GOVERNMENT ENTITIES 
No property shall be considered nonconforming solely because it fails to meet applicable lot 
size or dimensional standards if the reason for those failures is the acquisition of part of the 
property by an exercise of eminent domain or a transfer to a governmental body as an 
alternative to an exercise of eminent domain.
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6-9 VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES 
6-9(A) PURPOSE 

This Section 14-16-6-9 describes what is a violation of this IDO, how the standards and 
requirements of this IDO will be enforced, and what penalties the City may impose for 
different types of violations of this IDO. 

6-9(B) VIOLATIONS 
The following activities and actions are a violation of this IDO and are subject to the 
enforcement and penalty provisions of this IDO and Part 1-1-99 of ROA 1994 (General 
Penalty): 

6-9(B)(1) A building or structure erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, 
converted, or maintained in violation of this IDO. 

6-9(B)(2) Any building, structure, or land used in violation of this IDO. 

6-9(B)(3) Providing false or misleading information in an application for any permit or 
approval. 

6-9(B)(4) Failure to comply with the terms or conditions attached to any permit or 
approval issued pursuant to this IDO. 

6-9(B)(5) Dividing or re-dividing land within the city into lots for sale or development 
without an approval required by this IDO or recording any plat that has not been 
approved by the City pursuant to this IDO with the County Clerk. 

6-9(B)(6) Transferring or conveying a lot created by subdivision without the approval of a 
final plat of such subdivision and recording that plat with the County Clerk, 
unless the lot resulted from an exercise of eminent domain or purchase under 
threat of an exercise of eminent domain. Public agencies shall record plats 
reflecting acquisitions and transfer of property resulting from an exercise of 
eminent domain or purchase under threat of an exercise of eminent domain 
within 6 months of the decision by the court or the purchase, as applicable. 

6-9(B)(7) Grading or other alteration of a site without meeting the following 
requirements, as applicable: 
6-9(B)(7)(a) Approval of a preliminary plat, if the grading or site alteration is 

related to a proposed subdivision. 
6-9(B)(7)(b) Approval of a drainage plan or report, or a determination by the 

City Engineer that no such plan or report is required. 
6-9(B)(7)(c) Compliance with the provisions of a drainage plan or drainage 

report or to the requirements of a preliminary or final plat, 
approved pursuant to this IDO. 

6-9(B)(7)(d) Obtaining all required permits pursuant to Part 9-5-1 of ROA 1994 
(Air Quality Control Board). 

6-9(B)(8) Failure to immediately cease demolition, development, or land disturbance 
activity upon the discovery of an archaeological resource. 

6-9(B)(9) Failure to pay any required impact fees as specified by Article 14-19 of ROA 
1994 (Impact Fees) and any associated procedures in the DPM. 
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6-9(B)(10) Removing or defacing any posted sign required for public notice after it is 
posted until the required duration of the sign posting is complete.  

6-9(C) ENFORCEMENT 

6-9(C)(1) Authority to Enforce 
6-9(C)(1)(a) The ZEO has the authority and duty to enforce this IDO pursuant 

to Subsection 14-16-6-2(B)(1)(c) (Zoning Enforcement Officer). 
6-9(C)(1)(b) A permit, license, or certificate issued in conflict with the 

provisions of this IDO is void. 
6-9(C)(1)(c) In enforcing the requirements of this IDO the City may use any 

enforcement powers allowed by the State of New Mexico, in any 
order. The choice of one method of enforcement does not 
foreclose the City from pursuing others later if the violation is not 
remedied. 

6-9(C)(1)(d) Without limiting the generality of Subsection (c) above, the City 
may enforce this IDO through any of the following powers: 
1. To institute proceedings to prevent the unlawful action.  
2. To deny, delay, or withhold permits and approvals. 
3. To revoke permits and approvals after giving the property 

owner or applicant notice of intent to revoke the permit or 
approval. 

4. To issue a stop work order requiring that all work on a 
property or structure or operation of a use that is in violation 
of this IDO cease, or if a violation is suspected but not known, 
then until the existence or absence of the violation can be 
confirmed. 

5. To require the immediate abatement of any use or the 
vacation or removal of a structure that creates a threat to the 
public health and safety or to the health and safety of those in 
or around the use or structure. 

6. To order the removal of any sign or violating portion of a sign 
that is erected or maintained in violation of this IDO. 
a. At least 10 calendar days’ notice in writing shall be given 

to the owner of such sign, or of the structure or premises 
on which such sign is located, to remove the sign or to 
bring it into compliance with this IDO.  

b. Upon failure to remove the sign or to comply with this 
notice, the ZEO shall have the sign removed.  

c. Any cost of removal incurred by the City shall be assessed 
to the owner of the property on which such sign is located 
and may be collected in the manner of ordinary debt or in 
the manner of taxes, and such charge shall be a lien on the 
property. 
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Zone Boundary 
The boundary of a zone district is a lot line unless clearly otherwise shown on the Official 
Zoning Map, in which case, the boundary of a zone is determined by use of the scale of 
measurement shown on the Official Zoning Map. 
Zone District 
One of the zone districts established by this IDO and the boundaries of such zone districts 
shown on the Official Zoning Map. Zoning regulations include the Use Regulations, 
Development Standards, and Administration and Enforcement provisions of this IDO. 
Mixed-use Zone District 
Any zone district categorized as Mixed-use in Part 14-16-2 of this IDO. 
Non-residential Zone District 
Any zone district categorized as Non-residential in Part 14-16-2 of this IDO. 
Residential Zone District 
Any zone district categorized as Residential in Part 14-16-2 of this IDO. For the purposes of any 
Use-specific Standard in Section 14-16-4-3, this includes any lot zoned Planned Development 
(PD) with a Site Plan approved prior to the adoption of this IDO that allows one or more 
residential uses and that is developed on lots with residential development that make up at 
least 50 percent of the site plan area. 

Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) 
A City Planning Department employee or his/her authorized representative who interprets the 
provisions of this IDO, reviews applications for decisions related to this IDO, and may make 
administrative decisions. 

Zoning Hearing Examiner (ZHE) 
A City employee, or a person or firm on contract with the City, who reviews and decides applications for 
Conditional Use Approvals, Expansions of Nonconforming Use or Structure, Permit – Carport, Permit – 
Wall or Fence – Major, and Variances. 

Zoo 
A facility, indoor and/or outdoor, where animals are kept for viewing by the public, and that may be 
accredited by the American Zoological Association. Office, retail, and other commercial uses commonly 
established in such facilities and related parking structures shall be allowed as accessory appurtenances. 
This use does not include the ABQ BioPark, which is listed as a separate use in this IDO and regulated per 
the BioPark Master Plan.
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7-2 ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
Table 7-2-1: Acronyms and Abbreviations 
ABC Comp Plan Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan 
ABCWUA Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority 
ABQ Albuquerque 
ABQ RIDE City of Albuquerque Transit Department 
AC Activity Center (ABC Comp Plan Center) 
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 
ADR City of Albuquerque Office of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
AMAFCA Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority 
APO Airport Protection Overlay (zone) 
BR Bedroom 
CMU Concrete Masonry Unit 
CPA Community Planning Area 
CPO Character Protection Overlay (zone) 
CPTED Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
DNL Day-night Noise Level 
DPM Development Process Manual 
DRC Design Review Committee 
DRB Development Review Board 
DT Downtown (ABC Comp Plan Center) 
EC Employment Center (ABC Comp Plan Center) 
EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
EPC Environmental Planning Commission 
FAA Federal Aviation Administration 
FA Gross Floor Area 
HEART Humane and Ethical Animal Rules and Treatment 
HID High-intensity Discharge 
HPO Historic Preservation Overlay (zone) 
IDO Integrated Development Ordinance 
IIA Infrastructure Improvements Agreement 
LC Landmarks Commission 
LED Light-emitting Diode 
LRV Light Reflective Value 
LUHO Land Use Hearing Officer 
MRCOG Mid-region Council of Governments 
MRGCD Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 
MS Main Street (ABC Comp Plan Corridor) 
MT Major Transit (ABC Comp Plan Corridor) 
MX Mixed-use (zone district) 
MX-FB Mixed-use – Form-based (zone district) 
MX-H Mixed-use – High Intensity (zone district) 
MX-L Mixed-use – Low Intensity (zone district) 
MX-M Mixed-use – Medium Intensity (zone district) 
MX-T Mixed-use – Transition (zone district) 
NMAC New Mexico Administrative Code 
NMSA New Mexico Statutes Annotated 
NR-BP Non-residential – Business Park (zone district) 
NR-C Non-residential – Commercial (zone district) 
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Table 7-2-1: Acronyms and Abbreviations 
NR-GM Non-residential – General Manufacturing (zone district) 
NR-LM Non-residential – Light Manufacturing (zone district) 
NR-PO Non-residential – Park and Open Space (zone district) 
NR-SU Non-residential – Sensitive Use (zone district) 
ONC Office of Neighborhood Coordination 
PC Planned Community (zone district) 
PD Planned Development (zone district) 
PNM Public Service Company of New Mexico (electric utility service) 
PROWAG Public Right-of-way Accessibility Guidelines 
PT Premium Transit (ABC Comp Plan Corridor - 660 feet from transit stations) 
R-1 Residential – Single-family (zone district) 
R-A Rural and Agricultural (zone district) 
R-MC Residential – Manufactured Home Community (zone district) 
R-MH Residential – Multi-family High Density (zone district) 
R-ML Residential – Multi-family Low Density (zone district) 
R-T Residential – Townhouse (zone district) 
ROA 1994 Revised Ordinances of Albuquerque 1994 (City of Albuquerque Code of Ordinances) 
TIS Traffic Impact Study 
UC Urban Center (ABC Comp Plan Center) 
VPO View Protection Overlay (zone) 
WTF Wireless Telecommunications Facility 
ZEO Zoning Enforcement Officer 
ZHE Zoning Hearing Examiner 
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