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 Early Accomplishments 
(first 25 years) 

o 24 Miles of Bike Lanes 
o 39 Miles of Trails 

• Paseo del Bosque  
• Paseo del Nordeste  
• Tramway Trail 

 

 Recent Accomplishments 
(since 2000) 

o Tripled the extent of the system  
o Three Bicycle Boulevards 
o Major Trail Projects 

• Gail Ryba Bridge (over Rio Grande) 
• Bear Canyon Arroyo Bridge (I-25) 
• Four new North Diversion Channel 

Trail Underpasses 

Bikeways & Trails 1974 2000 2014 Total Proposed 
System  

Multi-Use Trails 0 55 154 270 

Bike Boulevards 0 0 6 16 

Bike Lanes 0 48 203 399 

Bike Routes 0 56 134 193 

Total System Length 0 159 520* 926 

Grade-Separated Crossings 0 15 31 46 
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 The Albuquerque area has a great trail system that should be promoted.  

 Strong desire to get “interested but concerned”  
               potential bicyclists riding.  

 To encourage bicycling, roads should feel safer.  
 Existing programs should be expanded  

        with more staff and resources.  

 Closing gaps to high-activity  
 destinations should be a priority. 

 

Source: Alta Survey (+1,200 Responses) 
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 Update started in 2009 

 Three public meetings in 2010;       
online survey; stakeholder 
workshops; user & agency interviews 

 Three open house meetings in 2014 
with over 100 attendees 

 Draft Plan completed in June 2014 

 Adoption process: 
• September – 1st EPC Hearing 
• October – 2nd EPC Hearing 
• December – 1st LUPZ Hearing 
• February 2015 – 2nd LUPZ Hearing 



 Assess the current system 

 Recommend 
o New facilities  

o Management processes 

o Education & outreach 
programs 

 Improve non-motorized 
transportation options 

 Connect Parks, Open Space 
and Trails 



 

 Rank I  
o Comprehensive Plan  

 Rank II (Bikeways & Trails) 
o Area Plans (Rank II) 
o Facility Plans (Rank II) 

 Rank III 
o Sector Plans 
o Corridor Plans 
 

This Plan is internally consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan policies and vision. 

 
 

 

 



The City will provide access for cyclists, 
pedestrians, and trail users to all areas of 

Albuquerque, in order to provide recreation 
opportunities and to encourage cycling and 

walking as a viable transportation options, 

which result in an improved quality of life in 

the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area. 



 7 Plan Goals 
 

 Improve and enhance cycling and 
pedestrian opportunities. 

 Develop a continuous, interconnected, and 
comprehensive system of bikeways & 
trails. 

 Enhance maintenance of all bikeways & 
trails. 

 Increase use of the bikeways & trails 
network. 

 Increase public awareness and education 
related to bikeways & trails. 

 Recognize and leverage the bikeway & trail 
network as an integral part of economic 
development and quality of life. 

 Streamline administrative practices and 
coordination. 







 Current Safety, Education & Encouragement Programs 

A. City Bicycling & Trail Programs            
(Bike Rodeos, Esperanza Community Bike Shop,                                              
Bike Box program, trail building & maintenance                                       
volunteer program) 

B. Partnerships & Programs to Encourage/Support                             
(Bike events, driver education, bike valet, Safe                                               
Routes to  School, advocacy groups & bike clubs) 

 Proposed Programs 

A. Enhanced enforcement actions (for bicyclists, peds, & cars) 

B. Bicycle & trail counts + crash reporting 

C. Other awareness/encouragement/education programs 

 



A. Administrative Organization & Coordination 

B. Role & Structure of Advisory Committees 

C. Policies for Bikeway & Trail Development 

D. Procedures for Design, Development, & Review 

E. Maintenance Approach 

 

 



 Adopt the Plan  

 Prioritize Legislative Changes recommended  

(that will not be accomplished by the UDO process) 

 Short-term actions: 

A. Construct new facilities according to the Design Manual 

B. Develop Performance Measures  

C. Improve efficacy of GABAC and GARTC – training 
opportunities, collaboration with MRCOG 

D. Enhance ABQs capacity for monitoring & evaluation 

 



Source: http://travelingtwosome.weebly.com 



 Other miscellaneous comments: 
o Don’t combine transportation and recreation  into 1 system– not standard practice in other communities; 

Good to combine and simplify plan – one document, help funding 

o Education efforts – need shift to motorists education 

o Need to involve all stakeholders– NMDOT, Bernalillo County, Traffic Operations  

o Need for standards, not guidelines (use NACTO not AASHTO) 

o Use best practices that are successful elsewhere 

o Add key projects important to bike community, mechanism for bike community to initiate and participate in 
projects; Need to better reflect community experience and expertise in plan 

o High speed roadways need more attention 
o Total facility mileage doesn’t reflect qualitative experiences 

o Evaluate existing facilities for hazard and risks 
o More specification in certain areas… 

o Roads not safe for children – signs, safe routes, need to be safe for all ages, etc. 

o Maintenance – need more funding for maintenance 
 



 Recommended Conditions of Approval: 
o Continue to evaluate and confirm the recommended facilities 
o Work to identify the extent of facilities that do not meet the current proposed standards 
o Work on a summary document that can be used by the community 
o Make the text about Maintenance Policies consistent for trails and on-street facilities 
o Summarize the recommendations more concisely 
o Incorporate NMDOT comments 
o Strengthen references to the NACTO guidelines 
o Include the League of American Bicyclists recommendations for ABQ 
o Add reference to the ADA transition plan 

 
 Additional Errata/Edits to Consider: 

o Update the Design Guidelines to remove                                                                                
references to “safe” and “safety” 

o Incorporate ABQ Ride’s comments 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 Existing Conditions: 
o Population: 

• 555,500 people in ABQ 
• 902,800 in AMPA 

o Variety of cyclists,                                                              
with different needs 

• Advanced users 
• New riders, children 
• Traffic intolerant adults 

o Pedestrians, equestrians (slower travel speeds) 
o Needs of utilitarian users & recreational users are 

similar: safe, comfortable, direct routes 

 

 



 Facility Types 
o Multi-use trail - 154 miles 
o Bicycle lane - 197 miles 
o Bicycle route - 134 miles 
o Bicycle boulevard - 6 miles 

 Support facilities  
o Intersections & Crossings 
o Parking & trailheads 
o Signage 

 



 Assets & Challenges: 
o Access to Destinations -  

• Major employment centers 
• Civic buildings such as 

libraries 
• Transit stations 
• Major retail and 

commercial centers 
• Schools/Universities 

o Connections to Parks & 
regional recreation areas 

o Multi-Modal Connections 
 

 



 Public Involvement 
o 3 Public open house meetings  
o 2 Stakeholder workshops  
o 13 User and agency interviews 
o Recent regular attendance @ 

GABAC/GARTC 

 Trail & Bikeway User Counts 

 Crash Analysis 

 Bicycle specific analyses: 
o Bike Quality Index 
o Cycle Zone Analysis 
o User Survey 
o Street Plan GIS analysis 
o Engineering Gap analysis 
o Bicycle Commuting Data 

 Survey of other jurisdictions 

 



 Assets & Challenges: 
o Physical Barriers 

• Interstate Highway, 
Arterials & Rail Road 

• Indian Pueblos 
• Airports / Military Base 

o Topography 
• West Mesa Escarpment 

o Geography 
• Rio Grande 
• Open Space & Arroyos 

o Discontinuous System 
o Lack of Wayfinding Tools 



 Bikeway & Trail User Programs 
o Education, Encouragement & 

Enforcement 
o Review existing programs & 

recommend new ones 

 
 Current Studies 

o 50 Mile Activity Loop 
o Bicycle boulevard assessment 
o Bike route signage assessment 
o Wayfinding sign project Esperanza Community Bike Shop  

Graduates of the First Class 

 



 Bikeway & Trail Development Approach 

A. Administrative Organization & Coordination 

B. Role & Structure of Advisory Committees 

C. Policies for Bikeway & Trail Development 

D. Procedures for Design, Development, & Review 

 Legislative Recommendations – City Traffic & Zoning Code, DPM 

 Maintenance & Operations Recommendations 

 Monitoring & Evaluation 

A. Bikeway & Trail Counts 

B. Crash Data Collection & Analysis 

 
 



Bicycle & Trail Facilities Intersections & Grade Separated Crossings 



Maintenance Practices Amenities & Wayfinding 
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