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Do you re'quite a Spanish interpreter? . Loyes ]
Do you require special assi:stah:ce et the hearing? yes D exp anatior:

B. Criterialfor Decision - | have been given the Criteria for Decision requirements. (initial)

C. Explanatlon of Request On additionat sheet(s) of paper, please state why you want this Spec:al
“Exception, based oni fthe Criteria for Decision requirements.

D. Drawmgrs of Request - (attach three (3) copies) : '
| Please follow instructions on batck side and
; attach approprlate drawmgs.
E. Traffic En gmeermg Rev:ew - Requ1red for Walld and Fences in the front yard setback and street .+ | (iriitial)
1 - side yard setback. |Call Traffic Engineer at (505) 857-8680 for Site : * -|.
e oo Plan Review. lack of :‘TE Comments may delay your request for -
! . -hedring. - . . S e

F Acknowlledg,ement = | hereby acknowledge that to the best of my kn 3wledge this ap lication is correct
‘and complete and that | have. received one or more signs Whlcﬁ | agree to post
and maintain as provided and where instructed. | understand that failure to prope rly

. ost sign(s) is grounds for deferral N B o _
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] Expansior: of a Nonconform:ng Use N B. Hei . i '
T : Height [] ElParking [ ] - .. |
%ﬁgn%asgatﬂ%%mendment : C.Sze - [] ©F Other ‘ D ‘_. - AA'\{_—\L_ I_LI_
FIEEC N _ /)(\ | .
hbegars: ({-C-T 115 3) _
sy LBV L 70 ] W %0%/67&%—’ ok~
7 Ay @eazwﬁlraef $- —
=S = ‘ \ . : —— — :
E:‘: Neo. Srgns IsSHﬁd" ggsfg‘t m@” ﬂ—. .- : l g;izegfﬁrglgggggiqﬁa
Rece'rYaFd % 4 gDate ‘—/L LZH @QI Zone: 42:,22?‘%‘9@91 <] ?%Lf Lo aken
Sedﬁ%%%t s > A | _ RECEIFTH 05008752 WS 007 TRaSH 0053

& : o ¢iid
Z@ Cltﬁ%on R:Efesial L] omments Required [ ] Fee: g‘g E @ @22 Zifﬁéﬂz?d 00 @1 TRSECS
Z rans $123.06
eanngDate ML' %g J34 Hige £35.00
| .

$125.00

441006 /4921000 \ 44 ‘ L{%O{é et
1 | | ; ‘ @7 %'mj V[{ k@/ Thari You




j
A

A PPrOVAr OT A SPECTAT EXCEpTioN application 15 void aiter one (I) yea1 from. the_date ofapproval
xfthe rwhts and privileges granted have ot been used ot T
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A. Approval of.an apphcatlon fora specnal exceptlondoes not, consutute apprbval of plans for a:

construction permit. N
B. The Nonce of Deaslon must accompany ‘the constructlon penmt ap;S‘Ilcatlon
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE :
" OFFICE OF THE ZONING HEARING EXAMINER
. NOTIFICATION OF DECISION |

- DISMAS | HOUSE request(s) | a special Speci ExccptipnNo:........_...OIZHELO'1883

. Sk ! ]
exception to Section 14. 16. 2. 1“1. (B). (3).: a ' Hearing Date:.....ccooevvnrecmreranas 01-23-02
CONDITIONAL USE  for a community Closing of Public Record:........ 01-23-02
residential corrections prograrmn on Lot 2; Block Date of Decision: ........cccorreuu. 02-07-02

18, . Morikbridge 'Addition, zoned ‘R-2 and , 1
located at 623 CANDELARIA RD NW (G-14) o

: STATEMENT OF FACTS: THe applicant requests a conditional use for a community

- Iresidential corrections ‘program! The applicant,’ Dismas House, was represented by

" Robert Martinez, Esq. He te'stiﬁ%d that this is'a similar request ‘as was approved pursuant

. to ZA-94-304. The applicant was asked by the Zoning Enforcement Division to' appear

" in front of the Zoning Hearing [Examiner because| of a failure to comply with certain
' énforcemefnt requireménts. SiJE:e the previous tase of 1994, there have!been no

. substantiated complaints regarding this program and the services that they pr

. their residents, as well as to the community. There|is a letter of support in the file from

i~ the Near North Valley Neighbérhood Association, There was no oppositiol

. request at the hearing, nor is there any opposition noted in the file. ' |

- However, an on-site inspection rév_eals that the exterior of the property is maintained in
- an unkempt fashion. To continue to operate as a conditional use it is importaij that the
* applicant recognize that they must maintain an appearance of inclusiveness within the
- community, which appear to be single-family homes, and not to allow their property to be
L out of chdracter with the community. Accordingly, the Zoning Hearing Examiner
* imposes a condition that the stucco on the exterior of the building be maintained in one
- color, adobe-style; that the front yards be well maintained and free of debris;| that the
- windows be covered with appropriate drapery and |not mere bed sheets. The Zoning
Hearing Examiner will sk the Zoning Enforcement Division to conduct p;an'bdic site
inspections. to ensure that this property is well maintained, is in character with the
_surrounding homes in ‘the area, and does not impose a negative impact |on this
~ community. ' : '

.Based on all of the testiﬁlony?' as well as an on-site ipspection and a review of the entire
file, it is determined there is sublgtantial evidence to niake the following findings and
‘conclusions: g | '

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONE: I find that this| request complies with Seciion 14.
'16. 4. 2. (C). 1., for the granting of a conditional use upon a finding that the proposed use
.will not cause injury to the neighborhood, adjacent property or the community, nor will it
be damaged by surrounding structures. For reasons stated above, this rec}uest is
\approved. . '. o ]

I . .. . ;
LDECISION: Approved with conditjons.




ZHE Decision
"ZHE-01883

Page 2

'CONDITIONS:

1.

The apphcant will ensure that the stucco on the exterior of the bulldmcr w111 be
maintained in. one ! ‘color, adobe-style, to match the character of the
neighborhood. |
The apphcant will ensure that the front ards will be well mamtamed and free
of debris. |-
' The applicant will ensure that appro riate drapery will be used on the
windows. ’ l ,
Thls approval is for Dlsmas House only. Should Dismas House cha,te this
- property, then this conditional use approval is also vacated.

IJE you w1sh to appeal this decmln you may do so by 5:00 p.m., on Frlday, February 22,

2002 in the manner descnbed bel W

Appeal is to-the Board ojAppeals within 15| days of the decision. A ﬁlmg fee of-
$50.00 shall accompany ach appeal application, as well as a written explanation
outlining the reason for appeal and a copy|of the ZHE decision. Appeals are
taken at 600. an Stree} Plaza Del Sol Building, Ground Level, [Planning
Apphcatton Counter located on the west side of the lobby. Please present this
letter of notlficauon when filmg an appeall] When an application i is wﬂtbdrawn
the fee shall not be refunded

An ;appeal shall be heardiby the Board of Appeals within 45. days of the appeal
period and conch‘lded within 75 days of the appeal period. The Planning Division
shall give wrltten notice of an appeal, together with a notice of the date, time and
place of the hearmg to the applicant, a representative of the opponents if any are
known, and the appellant 1

I
Please note that pursuant ‘f Section 14. 16. 4} 4. (B)., of the City of Albthuerque
Comprehenswe Zomng Code, you must demonstrate that you have legal tandmg
to f11e an appeal ab defmed
I
You will receive notlce if any other person files an appeal. If there is. ncJ appeal,
you can receive btnldmg permits any time after the appeal deadline quoteél above,
provided all condmons nnposed at the time of|approval have been met. H wever,
the Zoning Heanng Examiner may allow igsuance of building permltE if the
public hearing produces Lno objection of any kind to the approval of an
application. To receive this approval, the applicant agrees in writing to refurn the
building permit or occupau n tax number.

|
|

l




ZHE Decision
01ZHE-01883
Page 3

e

- Zoning Enforcement (2) ‘

Successful applicants arh reminded that other regulations of the Cit; must be
complied with, even. after approval of a |special exception is securEd. This
decision does not co'n'sti-\tu'te approval of plans for a building permitl If your
application is approved, bring this- decision with you when you appitr for any
related building permit or occupation tax number. Approval of a conditional use
or a variance application is void after one year from date of approval if the rights
and privileges are granted{ thereby hdve/ o een executed or utilized.

h.
Robfrto Albertno Esq
Zoning Heann s Examiner

)

|

l
ZHE File ‘ | ‘
Tom Rojas, Deputy Zoning Hearmg Examiner, COA Planning Departmeﬂt
Bill O’ Neill, ¢c/o Dismas House, PO Box 6101, 87197 '
Robert Martinez, Esq., 6605 Uptown Blvd. NE, Suite 330, 871 10 |
Gail D. Reese, PO Box 6809 87197 | '.
Sigrid Olson, AHCH, PO Box 25445, 871250445 o
James Frisby, 502 Los Arboles NW, 87107 '|
Elizabeth Slmpso_n 2821 Indian Farm Ln. {, 87107 ‘ \
Tonya Lantrip, 619 Candelaria NW, 87107 |

Joe Sabatini, Secretary/N VNA, PMB 254 2400 Rio Grande Blvd. NW.
3222
Patrick J. Rogers 500 Fo
87102

87104-

Street NW, Bank of America Centre, Sm(Le 1000,

|
1
,‘
\,

|
| | |
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STATE OF NEW MEXIC’
County of Bernalillo SS

Bill Talt'oya being duly sworn, declares anﬁ says that he is Classified
Advertmmg Manager of The Albuguerque Journal and that this newspaper is
duly quahfmd to publish legal notices or advernsements within the méaning of
Section 3, Chapter 167, Session Laws of 1937, and that payment therefore has 5
been made of assessed as court cost; that the nl)tlce, copy of which is hereto I‘.
attached was publisheéd in said paper in the regular daily edition, for }
___,L t]mes, the first publication bemg on the 3 ay of 1

f)Lé);_;,

_and for the County

this g™ day of M__onOOZ.

PUBLIC HEAI;I)?/E
- ZONING HEARING EX/MINER .
" CITYOF AI.BUQUEH'QUE

Notice is -hereby gwen that e
Zoning Haaring Examinar, Rober&u t
| Absrtario, ESq,, Gty of. Albuchisr-
| que, will hoic a public hearing in the
| Basement Level Couneil Chan\-
bers, City/County Govémmem

exico

Buarters-on Lot 40, Block 8,|

| Center, Bne Givic Pidza, | on
| Wednesday, Janirary 23,
! beginning at 9:00 a.m.fon he pur-
I posa of considering the follcwing;

NOTICE T} PEQPLE WI'I‘H Dis-
ABILITIES: f yoli have a dzsab;irty
and you require special asss!anbe
to participate In this public hean

please vonlact Diane Baca 4t (53§

| Haaring Examiner vithin' t"we days

| 8243318 i the Office of el i
f

I of fhe hearing. .

| NOTICE TO PEOPLE WITH IN- _[/( ‘RICHARD M: NASSIF reques‘t(s}a

| TEREST IN ANY SPECIAL Ex |
| CEPTION REGUEST: Al m‘nne
{ cofraspondance must be addrissed |

| and fonwarded to Roberto Abertol

! rio, Esq., Zoning Hearing Examiner‘
| | City of Albuguercue, Planning De
| patiment, 600 Second Street [N

PRICE

i
|
i
i

47183

Statement to come at end of moné\h.

ACCOUNT NUMBER

6. D1ZHE - 01814

spacial exception to Section 14, 16,
2. 15. (B). (9): a CONDITIONAL
USE lo allow for retailing of food
and drink in an O-1 zone on Lot 22,
Block 25 A, Elder Homestsad Addi-
tion, zaned 041 and (ocaled at 1125
ARIZONA STSE {L-18}

.} request(s} a spacial

12, 01ZHE - 01838

HGPE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, INC.
eption to
Section 14. 16, 2. 17, {B). {13} &
CONDITIONAL USE to] allow for
outdoor activity {dog nbednence
traihing and showing} n 4 C-2 zone

{ on Lyt 2 A, Biock 20, Norfh Atbu-
 quergue Acres, zoned ‘G12 and lo-

CEo5E

| Kiva Additlen, zoned R-1 and locat- |
1 ed.at 3212 ALVARADO NE (G -18 -

18. MZHE - 01851

exception to SeCT!Dﬂ 14.|16. 2. 6
{8). {3).: 2 CONDITIONAL USE o |
aliow for a carport in e front yard |

{ sétback arez on Lot 11, Black 8,1

24 Q1ZHE - 01867

JONATHAN MEL GALLEGOS re-
quesk(s) a special excaption to
Section 14: 16. 2. 8. (E). (3). {a)-- 2

B, G1ZHE - 01679, 41893
ALBQ MENTAL HEALTH HSNG
(OALITION, ING. sequesi(s) a spe-

excaption to Section 14, 16. 2.

ZHE Division, 3rd Flvor, Abiger. | 7. 0120 01817 i cated a1 7050 SAN PEDRO DR ) _ VARRICE to e 10 foot o Jard [ {1 (8). (2). CONDITIONAL USE
que, NM, 87102, | VICTOR .DEL, FRATE request(s) a {D 18} 18, 0iZHE - 01860 osedmc(liwalli a0 Lot 3. Block . i allow a community residential

2| special axception fo Section 14. 16, | | 13, 0§7HE - 01845 TIBURON INVESTMENT) LLC re- | BPROSSE U8 0 e e | ram (psychiatric and/or physicat
1. 012ZHE - 81715 2. B, {B). {13). {a). 1.. 2 CONDI- RON'WILSON request(s)|a special .quest(s) a spacial exception to ! ' S dnsa.bhhee) max 18 clienls and Sec-

. MARY. ANN LUJAN request[:n) a
 spacial excaption fo Section 14118,

2. 6. (B). (3 a CONDITIONAL[
USE to ailow a carport in tha imnt !

SE(K-15) . :

3. 17HE - 01781 !
"ANDREW: PAMIREZ request(s) a
special exeaption to Section 14. 16.

) 2. 5. (Al (4). {a)- a VARIANCE of

il 3 feet to dllow a B foot high sohcl

i fence in'the front yard sethack arez

1. 0n Lot 18, Block 64, Snow Heights

w1 Addition, zoned B-3 and located at
£2410213 MENAUL BLVD NE (H-21)
{84, (4ZHE - 01788

DOUG PARKER request(s) & spe!

TIONAL-USE {o aliow & fence over
8 faet high in the front yard sethack
area on Lot §; Binck 33, Monterey
Hills Addition, 2oned R-1 ard locat-

| R-1.and located &t 3801 FLORIDA |

| quest{s} a special exception to

Seciion 14, 16, 2, 22, Relorarice
Section 14. 6. 2. 6. (B). (43). {a).
1. & CONDITIONAL USE to allow

' ,fnr a & foot high wall where the

height i normally limied to 3 feat
on Lot 19, Block A, The Meadows
i on Rio Granda Unit 2, 2oned
¥ SU-1/PAD and located at 2223 VIA

. h GRANADA PLNW.{G 12 )

: 10. OTZHE - 01838

i 5 WALTER DODS requesiis) 4 spe-

lthe height Is nonmilly limited to 3

i 'tn aliow for & & foot high wall where
|
]

exceplion to Secfion 14.{16. 3, 3.
). (2) {e).: a VARANCE fo the 10
foot sepatation requireient be-
tween a dwelling 2nd an accessory

a CONDITIONAL USE to] aliow 2

pefing| Pairte Unit 4, zoried B-D
and Iocated al 7300 MESA POINTE
RD SW (L +109

15. 01ZHE - 01847

C& W LAND DEVELOPMENT re-
quest(s) a special excadtaon to
Seclion 14. 16. 2, 14, (B)] Refer-
ance Saction 14, 16. 2, 6. (B). (12).:
a CONDITIONAL USE to Sliow 2
storagelyard for equipmentiaterial/
activity ingidenta to the consiruction
project lon Lot 23, Block 2) Whis-

16. 01ZHE - 01848

1 21.01ZHE - 01864

-Bection €. 1. 1. 11. Reference Sec-

tion 6: 1. 1. 9. (Gh: a VARIANCE fo
the Water Conservatior Landscap-
ing and Water Waste Ordinance to

AL USE o allow for 8 font high

and. lotated at 23¢ TENI ESSEE
STNE (K -19)

MATTHEW. CRADDOCK e
a special excaption to Se
18. 2. 11. Reference Secfion 14.
16. 2. 8. (B). (19).:'2 CONITION-
AL USE to allow for 6 fogt high
fenca where the height Is normally
fiited to 3 foet on.Lot 22 4, Bleck
14, Mesa Verde Addition, zgned R-

| 2'and located at 248 TENNESSEE

zoned -1 and located af 4512
AFROWHEAD AVE NW (B -13)

|| 5. 11ZHE - 01868

DINA VALDEZ reduest(s) a spe-~

within & house on Lot 12, Block 48,

: Buena Ventura Addition, zoned R-1
+ and focated &t 344 ALTEZ 8T NE

K20

27. 012HE - 01873, (1832

JOHIN & MARY LEE SPARKS re-
quest{s} a special excepticn to
Section 4. 16, 2.°5. {E).: a VAR-
ANCE to the 25 foot rear yard set-
back requirement of 10 feof and
Sevlion 14. 16: 2, 5. {E). Referenca
Sechion 14, 16. 2. 6. (E}. (3). () a

Ciai exception 10 Section 14, 6. 201, ciabexceptionto'Section 14, 1€. 2. | penng Poiirie, zoned A-D and lo- ST NE (K -13) | YARIANCE of 2 feel fo the sequired
415 (B). {11 a CONDITIONAL USE!] ' 1'6. (B} (13): 2 CONDITIONAL USE  * cated = 558 WHISPER NElSA ST | | 22, 012HE - 01865 5 ool side. yarg setback fequire-
fi8c allow for an accessory hvmg! SW{L-10) MATTHEW CRADDOGK reuesr(a} I | fwent o Lot B3, Alvarado Gardens,

Unit 2, S¥PatrickRepit, zoned RA-2
and located at 2741 RIO GRANDE

+MoDutiie Piace, Unit 1, zoned R foet on Lot 7, Block 1, Heights | C & W LAND, DEVELORM| re- 16, 2. 11. Relerance Sectsn 14. BLYD NW (G -12°
&i.nd located & 709 SOLANO DR Reservoir Addition, zoned R-F and i quest(s) a' spacial exception to 16, 2. 6. {B). {13).: 2 CONDITION- - (G-12}
WNE (0-17) : LocatedatMZOU!NC‘f STNE{K-  : Section{4. 16, 2 14, (B), [Refer- AL USE to allow for &6 fout high
'ﬁ . IHZHE - 0797 7) ence Section 14, 16, 2.6, (B (12) fence where-the height is normally

B

%’3

Juest(y ) & .spacial exception o 1
Bection 14. 16, 2; 6. (B} (13} (a).
% a CONDITIONAL USE 1o aliow.,

%

ANGELINA P. AGONIZANTE re-

a £ foot high fence where the | 1
ight is nommally-fimited to 5 fost 1
Lct 20, Biock 29, Mesa Verde |!
dition, zoned R-2 and located at ||
5 TEXAS 5T NE K-19) |

{1.-012HE - 01837

-AITH FLOWER: HUGHES re-
Yuest{s) a special exception-to
Section 14. 18, 2. 2. (A} Raler-
énce Section 14. 16..2. 13. (B). (&)
a COMDTIONAL USE o allow for
| & smal! anfmal clinic ¢n Lot A, Block
24, Perel Addition; zoned SU-2/RC
Znd located &t 1100 LOMAS NW(J
-13)

‘ a CONDITIONAL USE to allow a

storage yard for equipment/materiai/

. ackvity incidental fo the constfuction

project on Lot 25, Black 2, [Whis-
peting Polnte Unit 4, zoned R-D-
and lccaled at 7904 MESA POINTE
ROGW (L10% -

17. 91ZHE - 01850

LEE BITTING request{s) a special
axception to Section 4. 16, 2. i7.

(8). (13).1 4 GONDITIONAL UBE to

allow for joutdoor sales and ammzy
{outdoor sistage confaineis) oot

zoned G2 and located at 3"00

SAN MAflEo BLYD NE (G - 13‘)

THE C-!TY\OF ALBUQUERQUE 1326, Blpek 14, Atermont Addion, » () F HED

|- limited to 3 feet on Lot 22 B

14, Mesa Verde Addition,.zo
2 and-located at 242 TENNES
STNE(K-19)
23,01ZHE - 01866 . -
ALBUQUERQUE SAFE GOMPANY
INC. request{s) a-spectal exgeption
1o Secton 14. 16. 2, 19, (A}l (23).
{c). 1. b.: a YARIANCE of 163

*gquare feet 13 the allowad sign size |

of 100 sguare feet on Lot G, Paseo
Del Norle Industrial Park, zoried IP
and imaisd at 7910 LORRAINE CT

1||r|u_.-'_-

tign 14. 16, 2. 17. (B), {5). a CON-

! DITIONAL USE 1o allow a comm-

{ aty

nity: residential program con Tract

: G10A, C10B, Town of Atrisco

ABLE ACCOMMODATION EMPLOYER

Mankiridge -Additon, 2oned R-2

fig] right-of-way on Lot €, Blogk 53, ' STME(G:18); | storagé vard for equigmentimaterial  fence where the height is ormally special excepfion to Sechion 14.18. 1} 4o joeed ot 623 CANDELARIA
Termach Addltion, zoned SU-ZICM . . 5. 0VZHE - 0184 aclviy incicera) o he conuoton  imited 0.3 featon Lot 21, ocic 14, | 2.5 (B3, (1012 2 CONDITIONAL | RO (G-14)
Kl andt located at 1800 CENTFIALAN . | ROGER AND DOREEN ERKER te- | project en Lnt 24, Block 2, Whis- . Mesa Verde Adddion, zofed B2 e ]Jo mal: January 8, 2002

Julat by

yard setback ‘area on Loti3s, | - | edat2920 SANTA CLARAAVE SE |+ strughre of 6 Joal on Luﬂ1 Block” allow spray firigation on|Lot 8A, g‘ﬂg“ﬁ;’?"!}ﬁgm@g-g\ﬁ- 125 . Gant, Aepl Por Tr C10, zaned
Gonzalez-HC Addition, zonéd 21 L-18) 122, Show Heights Addifion, zoned Joumal GCenter, Phase 2| Unit 1, for ' - a?d ethack ) the " . R-%/C-2 and located at 5817 GEN-
and localed. at 404 DOLORES'DH bolg oizie - ovee2 . R-1 and located a1-1826'CARQL  * zoned IP and located at 4400 or"";;g{fgr setba f:é’gﬁ‘%m"g ‘ { AVE NW (K -11) !
NW (S -H) ; “ -] WILIAM R. BOUTZ request{s] a | | STNE(H-21) MASTHEAD ST NE {D-17) . - { b geen a P{ﬁquseah ks“\’r“ A 01ZHE-318837

2, 01ZHE - 01726 . | spacial exception to Section 14, 18. | | 14. 012HE - 01845 . 20. 01ZHE - 01663 - | Lo aid'g?ug]' o it b DISMAS HOUSE rediesi(s) % spe-
| GEORGE W. GASE requesl{s) a {2 6 (B (3:a CONDITIONALT |C & W LAND DEVELOPMENT re-  MATTHEW CRADDOCK rqquestis) cate i ot Teog #nllx?ésrdN o NnE- \ cma‘ exception to Section 14. 16. 2.
Spocial exception fo Section 14,16, 1 USE to allow for carport wiitin the | | ousstis) ‘a spacial exception to 4 spetial excaption to Section 14, 048) © 1] B) (3. a CONDITIONAL USE
3.3 (A) (). '(8). 1. a VARIANGE . | fromt yard selback afza on tot 13; | 2 Sectioh 4. 16. 2. 14. (B); Refer- 16. 2. 11. Reference Sedlion 14, 26, D1ZHE - DIET, © io a communily residential corec-
to allow a fence over 3 fest high  Block 4C, Atamiont Addition, zoned ence Section 14, 18, 2. 6. (B) (12).: 16. 2. 8, {B). (13).; a CONDITION- KAREN E. POLAN tions progrars on Lot 2, Block 18,
witin 6 fest-of tha public siraat ' Jfequestls) a
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Law Offices |
MDDRALL SPERLING, ROEHL, HARRIS & SISK, P.A.
500 Fcurtb_ Btraet N.W.
Bank of Amerlca Centre, Suite 1000
Post Offics Box 2166 [87103-21588)
Alguquerqus, New Mexicq 87122

"

. ) 0y by 2
Las Cruces, New Mexico : Rogwals, Now Momico Sumr. P, I‘ww Mexico

- Pairzr I Emgsrs

“elephane: (305) Lsﬁmms
Fex: (508} 848-1881 (8" Flgor)

n—Ma:l :‘:.xid:ess p]rC}"nt,LraL com

Qctober 28, 2001

Raren Howden Weaver, Esq. .

City of Albugquerque Legal Z}epalﬂment
: - Post Office Box 2248
R Aibuquerqde, NM 87103

|
Re: Dismuas House

- Y A GE N @
623-627 Candalari’a\lﬁbad NW TNt 0 / Z’—f&: 1§ g%
Dear Ma. Wnaver % o 1 _ | B

As we discusssd at our meétuw 011 :aptemhﬂr 25, 2001, Dismas House is ‘a nor-
pmm organization devoted to camml_mt} service, the reintegration of iorn-.zer state
prisoners ints society. Dismas Hﬂ{zsu works lo provide opportunities and an
atmosphere that w;Il bath mmuvaté and enable a smajl number of men and wornan 0

succeed . N I : 3 : \

Dlsmas Hovse is largely Xfa?ﬁnteer oriented a2 Gﬂcasmnaﬂy our focus ané
efforts overiook some important details, Dismas House has worksd very hard in 'the
neighborhood to addrass Quesuar_aj about the operation of the house. We have lo
insisted on aneighborhood member on the Board of Directors and we are very p In:n.u:’i
of our status as z good neighbor. \

We were very sorty to find out that there were certain yearly registration fLI‘IIL.':
and’ a fes that have not besn submitted. As we discussed and as we have docume'anc‘d;
we-&re anxiols, able and willing to ‘complete the forms and pay the fees, lncludmlg
back fess. We ars now informed that the City believes it cennet sccept the for Ing jor
fees in light of a pendmr: auphcatmh by ar out-of-state entity that contcmplates alvery
large scale federal prisoner remtcgrétion project not far from our present location at
623 827 Candelaria Road N'W, 3 |

We understaud the Glty pos? ion, that Dismas House is in vialation and m'us!
redut,e its population. We rcspectfully disagree with the legal analysis but we wax'T'lt ta

% ; i ‘.
[ _ !
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‘ _DISITJ.:S House in obtaining the appropriate app*‘ovaj
Candelama locatmn and at an adchtlmal location wé

U in Albuquercsue

Karen Howden Weaver, Esg.

City of Albuguerque Legal Department
Qctober 26, 2001

Page 2 '

be 2 good neighber. We will take immediate steps t¢
additional property to transfer a few residents o coxr

This is a particularly difficult ime and season
without a realistic alternative, Without waivar of an
requesting the continued involvement of the approp

| 8481801 . T=383 P.003/008  F-95E

) Investigate #n acquisition 'of
nply with the Gity’s wishes!

10 ask our residents tc leave
y existing rights; we are; |
riate City personnel to as'a‘aiét
5; in.the future, at both the{
nopa ta sstablish. :

| Please call if you have anyquestions a.ud We appramata the time and Jntereﬁt
W & look forward to working with you to estabhsh an d improve the Dismas oppratmr

. Yours truly, |

Patrick ]. Ro

PIR/cid
VVDlQZQSO%VPD

gers
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; Law Offices
MODRALL, SP'ER'iLING, ROEHL, RRIS & SISK, P.A.
500 Fourth Street N.W.
Bank of America Centre, Suite 1000
Post Office Box 2168 (871(3-2168)
Albuquerque, New Mexico| 87102 :
E www.modrall.com | : \
: |
|

Las Cruces, New Mexico l Rpswell, New Mexico ' Santa L“ e, New Mexico

Patrick J. Rogers
Telephone: (Sqiﬁ] 848-1849
% Fax: {505} 848-1891 (8™ Floor)
_ | E-Mail Address: pjr@modrall.com
November 1, 2001 : ‘ : o
I

Kar:eni:Howdjenz Weaver, Esq. '
City of Albuquerque Legal Departrﬂ-lent

Post Office Box 2248 - |
Albuquerque, NM 87103 f
b l
‘Re: . Dismas House l. '
623-627 Candelaria Iﬁoad NwW . \
' l
l
|

Deaf}_ Ms, Weaver:

~ Dismas House is a well-regarciied local charity that reintegrates ex—crimlnal
offenders back into the community ‘ﬁhrough a family-priented approach of housing -
and education. Dismas House opem%;d its doors as a Community Residential {
Corrections Program in December of 1994. Dismas Hpuse enjoys the unusually strong
support of the Near North Valley Neighborhood Assotiation, the Albuquerque] Co-Op
Prescheol (located directly across the street) and neighboring churches and businesses
(St. Théresa_ Catholic Church, Our Lédy of Guadalupe Catholic Church, John E‘irooks
Foodtown, etc.). Dismas House has LBrided itself in visible neighborhood involvement
in the difficult operation of rein‘tegra’ﬁng parolees back into society.

. Since its inception, numerous£0031 employers have enthusiastically Dismas
residents (John Brooks, Heads Up Landscaping, Incienso De Santa Fe, Wendy’s, etc.)
and immediate neighbor Carol LaRue has represented [the NNVNA on our Béaxj;l Of
Directors (currently our own Board Vice President.) Dismas House is also strongly
supported by New Mexico probation/parole authorities who recognize how valuable
the residential component is for their|clients who are sincere in their attempt to live -
posit:’n';e,‘-l law-abiding lives upon their{release. Since 1994, Dismas House has served
over 250 of these men and women and less than 6% of] these individuals have
returned to the state correctional system by committing a new felony. These kind of
drr:utm:-ttl:i0'T results have resulted in significant media attention: a KNME television -
thirty-minute documentary, several atticles in both th Albuguerque Journal and the
Albuquerque Tribune, and even a pair of articles in the Santa Fe New Mexican. blearly
this prbgirhmhas made no secret-about its existence angd has aggressively courte
public faiy’.or in both its immediate n,eighborh-ood and the larger community.




Karen Howden Weaver, Esq. !
City of Albuquerque Legal Depariment

November 1, 2001 ‘ .

Page 2 :

Dismas House is volunteer oriented and we had no reason to believe that any
requirements, ministerial or otherwise, were not met. No opposition was expressed in
“the November 1994 Zoning Appro ral Hearing which Mr. Albertorio made note of at
the hearing itself. Especially in 'thi? era of “not-in-my-backyard,” the origi’nai hearing -
itself was remarkable perhaps in that the neighborhgod association was injattendance
~voicing its strong support of Dismas House. _ _ ' |

1

‘We are sorry tofind out that Lertain yearly registration forms and fees have not
been submitted. As we discussed ahd as we have dopumented, we are anxioﬁs, able
and willing to complete the forms and pay the fees, including back fees. We are now
inform‘pd that the City believes it cannot accept the forms or fees in light of a pending
application by an out-of-staie entity that contemplates a very large scale federal
prisoneér reintegration. project not far from our present:location at 623-627 Gaﬁdelaria
Road NW. . \ ' ' '

We understand the City’s position that Dismas House is in violation and must

reduce its population. We respectfully disagree with the legal analysis but we|want to

- be a good neighbor. We will take imﬁediate steps to investigate an acquisition of
additional property to transfer a few residents to comply with the City’s wis'?hels.

This is a particularly difficult lime and season to ask our residents to leave
without a realistic alternative. Without waiver of any existing rights, we are
requesting the continued invéolvement of the appropriate City personnel to a‘ilssist '
Dismas House in obtaining the approériate approvals, in the future, at both the
Candelaria location and at an additional location we hope to establish. -

Please call if you have any 'qiléstions and we ap reciate the time and i";nt rest.
We look forward to working with you to establish and improve the Dismas operation
in Albuquerque. _ . \ '-

1
'
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lbuquerque, NM 87104-3222

1

PMB 254, 2400 Rio Grande Bivd NW,

Mr. Roberto Albertorio, Esq. l
Zoning Hearing Examiner ¥
City of Alhuquerque l

Dear Mr. Albertorio: ' \

At a regularly scheduled meeting o# the Near North Valley Neighborhood Assectatjcm held on
Jahuary 22"" 2002, the membership. unammousiy passed the following resd!u on:

Be It Resolved that the Near North Valiey Neighborh Association supports'th application of

D:s,mas House for a Conditional Use Special Exception to operate a community residential

cotrections program at 623 Candela ra Rd. NW.
l

m@a@@

Joe batmf Secretary

7
i . ) ’\ 2l - '\|
| R DITHE- 01303
Michael Guerrero, Pres., 720-6140 id, ] Smokey Sanchez-Davis, At-Large
ingrid Biel, V-Pres., 345-3968 Marge Armijo, At-Larg Toni Ristau, At-La
Joe Sabatini, Secr., 344-9212 Carlos Cansino, At-Large Darrell Felipe, IPFDC Rep.

John Vander Pol, Treas., 344-1494
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DE g@lON ON A REQUESTED SPECIAL EXC gmEON -

-

seeres % s PROMEBED BY THE COMPREWENSIVE CITY ZCMBRG CODE

- armaET s
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ke AR

CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE XIV, REVISED ORDINANCES OF ALBUQUERQUE N ;1(74

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE _ 1994 HEARING DECISION
PLANNING DEPARTMENT :
PLAMNING DIVISTON

PG BOX 1293, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87103

l
Dismas House, Albuquerque requests a Sp cial’ Except1on NO.: | ZA-94-304
special exception to Section 14.16.2.117.. He rtng Date: K 11-16-94

(B).{(3).: -a CONDITIONAL USE to allow Ciosing of Public Record: 11-16-94
for a. commun1ty residential program with Date of Decision: 11-23-94

up to ten ciient residents on Lot 2, R !
Block. 18, Monkbridge Addition, zoned'

R-2, and Tocated at 623, 625, 627

Candelar1a NN - (G-14)

STATEMENTS GF,FAﬁT: ~The applicant requests CONDITIONAL USE to allow for|a community
residéﬂtﬁai;pr@grdmeith up to ‘ten client residents. The applicant was represented by
Gary Nelson, Esq.:. His ciient is requesting to expand an existing program which
presentty hdS a total of five residents, to a maximum of ten.  These cljients will
constst bf a combinatTOn of parolees and students. |The application is supported by the
Tocal ne1ghborhood association. The parties submitted they have adequate off street
parking for their t11ents ‘Also present was Ms. Talley, who represented ten to fifteen
percent of the resadepts in the immediate neighborhadcd, and indicated they) support this

request. 'The adjacent residents request that certalin conditions be attached to this

approval and theyxare as follows: 1)No new parolees be placed in the pr gram untii
February. 1, -1995; 2)the increase from five to ten ba in an incremental manner; not all
at onge;, 3)that there be representatives of the community to meet with [the Board
per10d1ca11y,_and 4)that the neighborhood association have a representative on the Board
of Directors of this facility. These conditions ane not opposed by the lapplicant.
Based on all the -téstimony as well as an on site inspection, and a review of the entire

fite, I 'find there 1s substantial evidence to make the fo1lowing findings and
concTu51ons .

FINDING&nﬁND CONCLUSIONS I find that the proposed| CONDITIONAL USE for community
residential program to be expanded from five residents to a maximum of ten residents,
consisting of parolges and students, will not cause injury to the nelghborhood, adjacent

property,' . or the commun1ty, nor will there be damage by survounding structures. I will
grant app1oVa1 withi the condxtlons cited above.

1
|

{  DECISION:- Approvedi -

If you wish to appeal this decision you may do so by December 8, 1994 in the manner
described ‘below. I

l
Appeal is to the Board of Appeals within 15 days of the decision. \

A filing fee of 350.00 shall accompany each appeall application. Nhen an|appiication
is withdrawn, the fee shall not be refunded.

An apppa! shall be heard by the Board of Appeals within 45 days of its fh}!ng The
Planning: Division shall give written notice of an lappeal, together with & notice of

the date, time and place of the hearing to the applicant, a representat&ve of the
opponepts 1f any are known, and the appellant.

L ‘
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Please note that pursuant to Section 7-14-45.
Comprehensive Zoning Code you must demonstrate
an appeal, as defined.

of the City of Albuquerque
that you have legal stdndxng to file

You will receive notice. if any othe person files -an appeal.. If there is po appeal, you
can receive building permits :any ttﬂ after the appeal deadline quoted above provided
all conditions imposed. at the time bf approval have been met. However,lthe Zoning
Hearing Examiner may aliow issuance ‘of buitding permits if the public heaning produces
no objection of any kind to approvaﬂ)of an appllcat1on To receive this gpprovat the
applicant agrees 1n writ1ng to return‘bu11d1ng permit or occupation tax number. |
Successful applticants are reminded that other regulations of . the City must be complied
with, even after approval of: ja specilal exception is| secured. This decisipn does not
constttute approval of" plans*for a building permit.| If your . application 1s approved,
bring this decision with you when you app?y for any re]ated ‘building: p rmit or
occupation tax number ‘ ‘ :

is void after one;yeLr from date

Approval of a conditional useiorivarjance_appticatiof
{eges_granted thereby have not been executed or

of approval if the rights and privi
utilized.

— T =X

fo) iAo
Rebefto Albertorio, Fsq.
Zoning Hearing Examiner

tc:WPPPLN4243

cc: Robert E. Romero, Zoning Enforcement Officer
Tom Rojas, Assistani Planner




12/26/01 ' '
Zoning Enforcement Division/ Clqy 0f Albuquergu
Alquuerque, NM

+

Deat Zoning Enforcement Office:

Dlsmaa House is a well- regarded ocal ;¢harity that reintegrates ex«crlmlnal_
offénders back into the community through a family- ~oriented approach

houéing and educatlon.ADlsmas House opened its. doors as a Community Reéldentlal
Correctlons Program for 10 residénts after a su cessful appearance bef&re
Zonlng Hearing Examiner Roberto Albertorio where‘a conditional use per'it

was ‘lapproved. As w1tnessed by thé enclosed site jplan, there is ample off~
street parklng behind the two reéldentlal structures {18 parking space') and
singe this time Dismas House has |[continued -to upgrade the existing buildlngs
andllandscape (tastalllng ‘new wi dows #n both houses, rénovating the kitchens
and fﬂoorlng, building a small b sketball court/ ecreation area in the north

area of the lot, etc.). .
| o

Since its 1ncept10n Dismas House enjoyed the unu
Near North Valley Neighborhood A sociation, the
(located directly across the street) and neighbo
(St.: Therese Catholie Church, Our| Lady Of Guadal
Supermarket, etc.). Numerous locall employers have enthusiastically hiﬁed Tismas
paroTee residents (John Brooks, Ihcienso De Santd Fe, Heads-Up landscaping,

Wendy' s, etc. ) and immediate neighbor Carol LaRug has represented the NNVNA on

the Dlsmas Board Of Directors 51nEe 1994, Dismas |[House is also strongly|supported
by New! Mexico Probation/Parole authorities who recognize how valuable the resi-
dentlal component is for their clients who are silncere in their attempt to live
p051t1ve, law-abldlng 11ve5 upon their release. Since opening Dismas House has
served over 250 of these men and women and less thain 6% of these 1nd1v1duals have
retunned to the state correctlonai system by committing a new felony. These

kind - of dramatic results have resklted in signifipant media attention! KNME
telemlslon thirty-minute documentary, several articles in both the Albu uerque
Journjal and Albuquerque Tribune, A recent article|in Crosswinds and even a pair

of arlticles in the Santa Fe New Mexican. Dismas Hpuse has prided itself |in visible
neigﬁbdrhood involvement and has made no secret about its existence, aggre,51ve1y
couruing public favor in bbth its |[immediate neighborhood and the larger ommunity.

ually strong snpporr of the

tbuquerque Co-0p Presclool
ing schurches and businﬁsaes
pe Catholic Church,lJaln Brooks

Dlsmar House has a tremendous emphasis on volunte
to believe that. any requlrements, inisterial or

‘in reapect to its CCRP ‘status. As mentioned above
in the November 1994 Conditienal Use Hearing whic
at th? hearing itself. Especially in this era of '
original hearing itself was remarkable perhaps in
was in attendance voicing its stro\g support for

r involvement and had ho reason
therwise, were not being met-
no opposition was expressed
Mr. Albertorio made note of
not-in-my-backyard”, tie.
that the neighborhood association
ismas House. !

We have been saddened to find out rhat‘certain vedrly registration forms  and
fees have not been submitted in order to keep our {Conditional Use status|in tact
and s¢ are now re-applying for what was granted in November of 1994-- that is,

|

|
O 87197 » (505) 3431

N ' |
P.O. BOX 610! » ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXI 0746

|
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unity Resident
After meeting

permission to run a 10—person‘Co'
localion on 623/627 Candelaria NWl
officials we took immediate stepsLto reduce our

individuals instead of 10.so as-tob be in.complia
we look forward to once again enl&stlng the supp
as we did back in 1994. ;

The. M1s51on Statement of Dlsmas HLuse is the reci
to soc1ety, and society to the' fofmer inmate, tu
suppdrtlve communlty con51st1ng of staff, -beard,
volunteers. We-have 3 employees at our - 623/627 Ca
1nto\r0ugh1y a.'3 resident/ I stafi ratlo,

Executlve Dlrector, “loretta Francesco, has been w
“for nearly 30 years, and has, led he Dismas effor
Bill O'Neill has been employed by Dismas House si
Tammy Hanks is a former parole officer curreéntly

time.:. When staff is not actually on the premesis—
HousefMﬁnager Riley Gillihan has the responsibili
instrirctions to:contact staff if & situation shou
parole offlcers ‘routinely check onl their parolee

both on’ Weekends and during the re ularfwork week

Enclosed is a list of our Board Of| Directors, whi
our relatively :small local charity, We are of cou
and are listed in good standing with the NM Attor
also enclosing correspondernce from|John Flaxingto
meet the definition of a health fa ility there is
from the Health TFacility Llcen51ngl& Cert1f1catlo
wholeheartedly adopt recommended n

within 100 feet of our 623 Candelatla NW facility

Shelters Application/Review Proced%res Bandbook an

If there are any questions regardiﬁg this applica
please do not hesitate to call us at 343-0746 or

Sincerely,

Bill O'Neill ” A

Development Director, Dismas House Few Mexico
343- 0746/ 266-6129

In addi
_ volunmeers who - help faciliitate our evening meals

ition or the Dismas Hous

al Corrections_Program{at our
with city zoning enforcement
urrent resident censusto 5

ce with their regulations and

rt of our immediate ne#ghbors

nciliation of the. formir lnmate

ough the development o

student residents and delghborhood
1delaria NW faclllty,
tion, we have numercu communlty
onday through Frlday. Out

rking in:the non—prof1t sector
-since 1996 Development Director

ce 1992 and Program ‘Cobrdinator
orking. on her MSW in her spare
such as during the weekends—-

y for program coverage| and has

d warrant it. In additjon, local
lients who reside at Dismas House

h is the governing body. for

se an official 501e3 organization
ey General's Office. We are
stating that because we do not
no requirement for licensing
Bureau, DOH. Flnelly, we

tices to property owners and affected meighbors

as provided in the CRP & Emergency
will use them accord ngly.

i program

2p6-6129.

P.O. BOX 6101 - AI_BLJQI)ERJQL?E, NEW MEXI

O 87197 « (505) 34310746
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Albuguerque, NM 87109

345-4525 848-1800
Don Martinez, Attorney
Fine & Faure Law Firm
220 Ninth St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
243-4541
Revised 9/18/01

PO BOX 6101 'ALBUQUERQU

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robert Martinez, Chair Sr. Bernice Garcia
Attomey at Law - N - Church of the Rlsen Savior
6605 Upton Bivd., NE #330 7701 Wyoming NE
Albuquerque NM 871 10 Albuquerque, NM 87109
883:0011 268-0158
Teri, Fattor, Secretary
‘Student
. 7005 Hildegarde Drive NE,
uquerque, NM 87107 Albuquerque, NM 87109
344, 9924 828-0713
Helen Bennett, Treasurer Riley Gillihan _
Attorney at Law House Manager
207 Chula Vista NE 623 Candaelaria NW
* Albuquerque, NM 87108 Albuquerque, NM 87107
321-1461 344-4223
Robert Rodgers, Bldg. & Main, Comm. |.  Pat Rogers, Attorney
Retired Electrical Contractor Modrall Law Firm
7131 Washington NE P. O. Box 214§

Albuquerque, NM 87103 -

- NEW MEXIQO 837197 = (505

343-

p746
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Mr. John Flaxington
4111 Montgomery NE :
Alnuquerque, N 87109

Dea;.Mr.gFlaxingcon:

N
i‘
Ourxconvgrsation yesterday was very helpful--
tnaﬁ should fill out the pic:':\.\i‘*= a 'blt, The or
- we gubmitted to the the city in November of '9
we distribute on -campus, and in the correcticnal

tanizational des

3, 2nd the "fact sheét’
1 facilicies across th

nelosed 1g some more i
eriptid

afarmatian
t Iz what
13 what
state.

1 nwve also included a couple

f addivional ar

good|description of our endeav r.

& you havn‘any other quesnionJ please do not |
th¢n5 you for your attention t& this matter.

j.é;;ﬁ.jelys D M (

Bill O'Neill I
douse Dlrector, Dismas NCdaG Alfumqﬂrque
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Hallfway House Hely

Sense of C 'Community
Works, Rv sidents Say

By JOH‘{ J. Lunir ko
Journal Staft Writer-

SANTA ANA PUEBLO — Ex-cons told a
group of donors Sunday how a North Val-
ley charity home heiped them mtegrate
into life after prison.

“I was given a chance — a chance to
Leal, a chance to relindle my Spiris,” said
farmer Dismnas House . resident Trish
Fuller. “Am I a success? Yes.”

Dismas House provides a home for
three months to a year for 10 men and
women recently released from New Mexi-

co pnsons Inmites must apply to live at

$ *. dMoNpay, DECEMBER 7, 1998 ',

i
It teachmg us accountabiliry,
responszbzlzzy and trust.”

REQINALD HalLl,

DISMAS HOUSE RESIOENT

the house! and if they are-accepted, get a

_job, live sober acd pay 4280 a onth for

room and hoard.

“It's teaéhmg us accountabil
sibility and trust,” Reginald H
rent res:deut of Dismas House, sai
ing the fund-raiser brunch at th Prairie
Star Restahrant. “The trust there is beau-
tHful We are like 2 family there.”

The Albuquerque home is one of about a
dozen Disnhas House residences seattered

respco-

s Ex- Inhlates

around the country Former Dallas Cow-
boy Don Perkins is| the president of the
board for Albuquerque’s Dismas House.

The home, located|in a residential neigh-
borheod near Candelaria and Fourth NW,
operates with an ual budget of about
$114,000, said Lorktta Francescq, the
home’s only fuﬂ-umé employee.

What makes Dismas succeed where
some ha.lfway housels fail is its sense of
community between residents, Francesco

.said. For example, she said, Dismas’ resi-

dents share a commin meal nightly and
attend discussions together.

The home cperates prirnarily from char- -
itable donations. Many of the donors pre-
sent at the Sunday event were from Albu-
querque law firms. L

The Albugquerque b me cpened in 19%94.

|
l
i
I
l
!

|
\
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Cut out this form and mail it with your gift to:
Dismas House Albuquerque
P.O. Box 6101
Albuquerque, NM 87197
or call 343-0746

ALBUQUERQUE

Contribution Form

—Lspirit and finding hope for the future. Here

Your monetary donation is most welcome.
l In addition, our volunteers perform many
mctions. . Volunteers cook our evening meals—
.. on weekday evenings. They contribute
I clothing (many residents get out of prison
-with nothing but the clothes on their backs),

assist residents in finding work; provide
| transportation, help make repairs to the
houses, etc. We are always in need of bed
linens, pillows and towels. Residents
moving out on their own need all kinds
of household furnishings.

The harshness of prison life is not an
effective environment for healing a wounded

I at Dismas House, we attempt to give our
residents a new understanding of life and its
potential as we welcome them back to the
community. Please help us to continue to
provide a safe and supportive home to these
individuals as they struggle to regain their

r:lirrnltt aﬂr] cnlf vnnpcct.

@ How Can You Help? @ |
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Enclosed is my gift in the amount of
$ made payable to
DISMAS HOUSE AlBUQUERQUE

Name

Street Address

City State zZip

Home Telephone

N STl T ot 1O

“As a small business owner,

I know what it is like to start something
against the odds. | have employed
Dismas residents at my restaurant,

and it was a win-win situation
for all of us.”

— Cord McQueen,
Qwner, Cafe au Lait

ALBUQUERQUE

A Supportive

_ Community

- for Parolees—

Business Telephone

I would also like to assist with:
—_ Fundraising
—_ Employment
___ Mea! Preparation
___ Facility Renovation/Maintenance
—_ Other

ALBUQUERQUE

P.O. Box 6101, Albuciﬁerque, NM 87197
(505) 343-0746




(_ The Dismas Story C

Dismas House is an inter-denominational
transitional housing program for ex-criminal
offenders and college students. The original

" Dismas House was founded in 1974 by
Vanderbilt University chaplain Jack Hickey.
There are now eleven Dismas Houses
operating across the country, including
Dismas House Albuquerque, which opened
its doors in August, 1994.

The mission of Dismas House is to assist
former prisoners to re-enter society with the
help of a supportive community. The unique
Dismas House supportive community
consists of students and former prisoners
living together in a family setting; the active
involvement of volunteers from the outside
community, and a spirit of open and partici-
patory decision-making with emphasis on
the common good.

Dismas House is an effective program
that demands accountability from its
residents. All residents pay a monthly
program fee that covers their room and
board. All are expected to have a full-time
job within two weeks of move-in. Residents
with a history of substance abuse must
attend NA or AA meetings. Attendance at
dinner Monday through Friday is mandatory,
as are weekly house meetings.

“The commitment and dedication of
the volunteers involved in Dismas House
are remarkably open-hearted.”

— Owen M. Lopez,

Executive Director,
McCune Charitable Foundation

Seeking Reconciliation

The Dismas model of rehabilitation is
based on reconciliation, which comes about
by including those who have recently been
excluded from the larger society. It is inclu-
sive, and stresses re-admittance rather than
isolation. The daily presence of volunteers
from local churches and civic organizations
gives the former inmates the opportunity to
interact in a positive way with people from
the community, and makes the possibility of

acceptance a reality.

~ "1 visited Dismas House recently and
mé with clients, as well as those who dire
and assist in the support of Dismas House.
f was very impressed by the success rate
in helping to return former inmates

to productive lives in society.”

— Most Reverend Michael J. Sheehan,
Archbishop of Santa Fe

Why Do We Need
Dismas House?

It is an unfortunate fact that most men
and women released from prison are destined
to return as repeat offenders. Nationwide,
recidivism is about 72%; it is even higher in
New Mexico. Since 1985, the number of
prison inmates has doubled, and the figure
increases at a rate of 8% each year.

One out of every twenty babies born in
the United States today will spend time in
prison. However, there are very few pro-
grams that assist these individuals in the
reintegration process once they are released.
Transitioning back into society is nearly
impossible without significant support.
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