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This document replaces the Barelas Sector 
Development Plan, written in 1976 and 
amended in 1993.  It lays out the existing 

conditions, issues, and recommendations for 
�ve main planning categories: Land Use and 
Zoning; Home Ownership and A�ordability; 
Transportation; Public Safety, Social Services, and 
Community Facilities; and Economic Development.  
By addressing each of these areas, the Plan aims 
to create a strategy for stabilizing, preserving, 
developing and revitalizing the commercial and 
residential area of Barelas.

The Barelas neighborhood is one of Albuquerque’s 
oldest settlements, and forms part of the City’s 
urban core.  Its Plan boundaries are Coal Avenue to 
the north, the Santa Fe Railroad to the east, Bridge 
Boulevard/Avenida Cesar Chavez to the south, and 
Tingley Drive and Alcalde Place to the west.  Barelas 
is home to a number of City amenities, including the 
Rio Grande Zoo, Tingley Park, and the Albuquerque 
Hispano Chamber of Commerce.  It is also adjacent 
to Downtown Albuquerque, the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center and the Bosque.  

This Plan was written in collaboration with 
various Barelas stakeholders, including residents, 
business owners, social services representatives, 
and City agencies.  Community input was sought 
in all stages of Plan elaboration, from identifying 
existing conditions and concerns to developing 
recommendations.  A draft of the Plan was available 
for public review and comment throughout the 
process, and e�orts were made to incorporate 
community input as much as possible. 

The major goals of this Plan are: 

To create land uses and zoning in Barelas 
that are compatible with its function as a 
residential urban neighborhood, respect its 
historic signi�cance, and help foster a sense of 
community.
To provide a�ordable housing in Barelas, while 
also facilitating the development of market-rate 
housing for homeowners and renters, and to 
improve property appearance.
To improve vehicular circulation and public 
transportation in a way that promotes the 
residential quality and pedestrian orientation of 
the neighborhood.
To create a safe network of bicycle and 
pedestrian pathways connecting major 
destinations in Barelas. 
To provide safe and adequate parking for local 
facilities without disrupting the neighborhood.
To improve public safety in Barelas by reducing 
crime.
To provide adequate social services to Barelas 
residents.
To maintain and improve existing community 
facilities in Barelas and ensure accessibility to 
Barelas residents.
To spur economic development in Barelas 
in a way that will have broad bene�ts for the 
community.
The Plan proposes the adoption of City policies 
to help achieve these goals.  These policies can 
then be implemented through the application 
of the Plan’s recommended actions.  Proposed 
actions are either regulatory in nature, 
enhancements to existing City programs, 
community or private initiatives, or capital 
improvements projects.  By executing these 
Plan recommendations, the Barelas community 
can achieve its vision for the future of a safe, 
equitable, and pleasant neighborhood.

Major Plan recommendations include: 

Amending zoning regulations to allow for the 
development of 25’ wide parcels and to legalize 
accessory dwelling units; rezoning the Rail Yards 
property to allow mixed use development, and 
require historic preservation and maximum 
bene�ts for the neighborhood; creating a special 
Warehouse District to encourage adaptive 
mixed use of industrial buildings; creating 
building design guidelines to ensure that future 
development blends aesthetically with existing 
structures; creating a plan for South Barelas; 
and pursuing o�cial recognition of historic 
buildings in Barelas
 Implementing a variety of programs to ful�ll the 
a�ordable housing goal, such as inclusionary 
zoning, a�ordability impact studies, public 
redevelopment programs, tax incentives for 
home buyers, and homeowner education 
programs
Conducting tra�c calming studies on Eighth 
and Tenth Streets and implementing study 
recommendations; re-orienting the Zoo’s 
entrance to the southwest; extending the 
narrow gauge rail from the Zoo to the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center (NHCC); improving 
public transportation service; improving 
pedestrian amenities such as crosswalks, 
sidewalks, trails, and footbridges into the 
Bosque; adding bike lanes and routes in Barelas; 
and �nding solutions to the parking problems 
caused by Zoo and NHCC over�ow
Implementing a community policing program; 
improving networking between the APD, 
the homeless service providers and the 
neighborhood; generating more outreach for 
existing social services in Barelas; creating a 
community plaza; adding artwork re�ecting the 
area’s cultural heritage; 

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
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Allowing mixed use development in the Rail  

Yards and requiring community input in 
redevelopment; promoting small and mobile 
businesses; promoting businesses that meet 
local shopping needs; and making streetscape 
improvements to Fourth Street (the main 
commercial corridor in Barelas).



I .   I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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A. Purpose of the Plan

The City of Albuquerque’s overall goals for 
Sector Plans are to implement the concept of 
centers and corridors, enhance the livability of 

communities, attain stakeholder agreement through 
the planning process, and develop capital project 
plans. A Sector Development Plan also describes 
existing conditions in the plan area, identifies things 
that the community wants to see protected or 
improved, and lists recommendations for action by 
the City.  The Plan includes the specific language of 
the special neighborhood zones and a map showing 
where the zones will apply.

The City’s plans are organized into three levels:  

Rank One  (The Albuquerque/Bernalillo 
Comprehensive Plan) 
Rank Two  (Area Plans such as the North Valley 
Area Plan or the Southwest Area Plan) 
Rank Three  (Sector Development Plans or 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Plans)

The Barelas Sector Development Plan is a Rank 
Three plan, the most detailed planning level, 
intended to produce plans that can be implemented 
and enforced through policy, regulation, and capital 
improvements funding.  Rank Three plans include 
parcel-specific land use and zoning regulations, 
housing and other design standards and guidelines, 
streetscape recommendations, and capital project 
priorities. 

The Barelas neighborhood houses a mix of 
residential, commercial, office, institutional, as 
well as industrial uses.  In some cases these 
are desirable uses, while others could be better 
managed to enhance the quality of life in the 
neighborhood.  In addition, surrounding areas such 
as Downtown, the Rio Grande Zoo, the Santa Fe Rail 
Yards, the National Hispanic Cultural Center and the 
South Barelas Industrial Park are all experiencing 
change, and will impact the Barelas community.  The 
purpose of this Sector Development Plan update is 
to help Barelas adjust to its surrounding context, 
as well as make changes to improve its future as a 

viable community. 

Stabilization, preservation, development, and 
revitalization are the primary goals of this Sector 
Plan. It employs special neighborhood zoning and 
capital improvements to meet these purposes.  
Through discussions with neighborhood residents, 
property owners and City staff, the project team 
has identified issues to be addressed through 
appropriate goals, policies and actions.  These 
issues relate to five major themes: 

Land Use and Zoning 

Home Ownership and Affordability 

Transportation 

Public Safety, Social Services and Community  

Facilities
Economic Development 
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B. Plan Area         
Boundaries

The boundaries of the Sector 
Development Plan update are 
the same as the 1993 Barelas 
Sector Development Plan.  The 
boundaries are delineated below:

Beginning at the intersection of 
the north right-of-way line of Coal 
Avenue SW and the east right-of-
way line of Alcalde Place SW;

Thence, easterly along the north 
right-of-way line of Coal Avenue 
SW to the center line of the Santa 
Fe Rail Yards property, thence, 
south through the Santa Fe Railway 
property to the easterly projections 
of the south right-of way line of 
Bridge Boulevard SW;

Thence, westerly along said 
projected line and the south right-
of-way line of Bridge Boulevard SW 
to the east right-of-way line of the 
Albuquerque Riverside Drain; 
Thence, northwesterly along 
the east right-of-way line of the 
Albuquerque Riverside Drain to 
the east right-of-way line of Alcalde 
Place;

Thence, northeasterly along the 
east right-of-way line of Alcalde 
Place SW to the point and place of 
beginning.
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C. Public Involvement

This sector plan is the result of collaboration 
between the public and the City of Albuquerque, 
and was facilitated by a private consulting firm, 
Sites Southwest, LLC.  The “public” in this project 
includes neighborhood residents, representatives of 
local businesses and community organizations, and 
other entities operating in Barelas.  Public input was 
integral to the planning process and was realized 
through three community-wide Public Meetings, as 
well as ten Steering Committee Meetings.  

The Steering Committee was the primary vehicle 
for public input regarding this planning effort.  It 
was composed of residents and business-owners in 
Barelas, representatives of local organizations such 
as the Barelas Neighborhood Association, and other 
community stakeholders.  The City of Albuquerque 
believes that one purpose of public participation 
is to build capacity within the community so that 
they can continue to work effectively to accomplish 
the goals of the plan after its adoption.  Hence, 
attendance and participation in the meetings was 
very important.  Steering Committee meetings 
were held monthly, and were open to anyone 
interested in the planning process.  Guests were 
invited on occasion to provide technical expertise 
and clarification, based on the topic of discussion.  
Most Steering Committee meeting addressed a 
particular topic, including Transportation, Housing, 
Land Use and Zoning, and Public Safety and Social 
Services.  Other meetings were focused on reviewing 
and clarifying information from Public Meetings, 
and examining and editing drafts of the Plan.  In 
order to make the planning process as transparent 
and open as possible, all information regarding 
meeting agendas and outcomes can be found in the 
companion document “Public Involvement in the 
Barelas Sector Planning Process.”

In addition to the monthly Steering Committee 
meetings, three Public Meetings were held. The 
first, held on December 3, 2005, was organized 
as a “SWOT” workshop. Its purpose was to have 
stakeholders identify Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats facing Barelas.  In 
the months following this meeting, the Steering 
Committee met to work on specific topics as 
noted above.  They identified issues, goals, and 
possible actions regarding these topics.  These 
goals were presented to the community for their 
review in the second Public Meeting on March 4, 
2006.  Community members commented on the 
goals and possible actions, added or removed 
them as appropriate, and prioritized the ones they 
felt were most important.  Participants also had 
the opportunity to work in small groups organized 
by topic, including all of those mentioned above, 
in addition to Economic Development and 
Revitalization.  The results of the Public Meeting 
were then presented and discussed with the Steering 
Committee.  From this work, a draft plan was 
developed, which was reviewed and edited by the 
Steering Committee.  Finally, the draft was presented 
to the community for final input at the last Public 
Meeting, held on July 15, 2006.  

Public participation is vital to any planning process, 
and it is the intention of this document to represent 
the desires and concerns of the Barelas community.  
It is hoped that the Plan will be used to help 
residents and other stakeholders achieve their vision 
of the future for their neighborhood.

Small group discussion at December 3, 2005 Public 
Meeting

March 4, 2006 Public Meeting
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D. Brief History         
     of Barelas 

Development in Barelas has 
been influenced over the 
centuries by various forces – 
the early colonial agricultural 
lifestyle, the coming of the 
Railroad in the 1880s, and the 
rise of the automobile in the 
20th century. Figure 2 shows 
geographically where these 
different eras left their mark on 
the neighborhood.

Early records indicate that 
Barelas was part of the San 
Nicolas Land Grant, granted 
by the Spanish Crown. The 
grant was located “opposite the 
agricultural lands of Atrisco and 
on the edge of the Esteros de 
Mexia”. (Esteros means swamps 
in Spanish and scholars agree 
that the land along the river 
where the Zoo now stands was 
swampy for centuries. Mexia 
was the name of a soldier who 
came to New Mexico with Don 
Juan De Oñate at the beginning 
of the 17th century.) Evidence 
suggests that Barelas Road was 
part of the route of the Camino 
Real De Tierra Adentro, once a 
major trade route from Mexico 
City to Santa Fe. 

Settlement of Barelas began 
as a farming community when 
several prominent Hispanic 
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families colonized the area. Early development took 
place in and around the farms adjacent to the swamps 
of the Rio Grande. Three irrigation ditches served the 
community in these early days, the primary being the 
Acequia Madre de Barelas. After the ditches were 
built, and according to an 1890’s record, “thirty to 
forty houses were built along Road,” most of them 
north of present day Bridge Boulevard.

A new era began when the Atchison Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad arrived at Albuquerque in 1880.  The 
company built shops on the eastern edge of Barelas, 
employing men from past generations of Hispanic 
families still living in Barelas today. With the coming 
of the railroad the lands around the original town site 
began to flourish with commerce and housing. An 
influx of immigrants arrived looking for jobs or a new 
way of life.  Soon, a community of  Germans, Italians 
and other immigrants developed in Barelas, close to 
the bustling downtown. 
The first residential additions south of the original 
Barelas town site were the Atlantic and Pacific 
Additions, named after the railroad. The owner of 
this land, Franz Huning, was Albuquerque’s premier 
entrepreneur at the time. As more settlers arrived, 
Huning and other Albuquerque boosters such as 
William Hazeldine and Elias Stover sold lots to the 
newcomers and spurred the development of this 
neighborhood to the south of Downtown.  Further 
to the south were a series of smaller developments, 
built on several acres which belonged to older 
established Hispanic families. The names of the 
development tracts reflect the names of the families 
who originally owned the land. These included: 

The Baca Addition (1880-1881)
The Severo Apodaca Addition (1882)
C.W. Lewis Addition (1882)
The Baca & Armijo Addition (1888)
The Juan Armijo Addition (1888) 
The Simpier Addition (1889)

N.J. Sanchez Addition (1891)     
The John Lee Addition (1898)

These additions extended from the railroad 
tracks west to the old Barelas Road. All of these 
and smaller development tracts located west of 
the railroad yards compose much of the Barelas 
neighborhood and the South Barelas Industrial Area 
today.  Some of the original family names are still 
visible in street names in Barelas.   

By the early 1900s Barelas had become a vibrant 
neighborhood with many of its residents becoming 
entrepreneurs or employees of the railroad. The little 
village had its own chapel, San Jose Patriarca, which 
was probably located along Barelas Road, although 
the exact location is not known. In 1921, the small 
adobe chapel was replaced by a larger church, 

Sacred Heart, which stood along Fourth Street until 
1965, when it was demolished due to structural 
problems. The church was never rebuilt, but its 
former Parish Hall has since been remodeled and 
become the church building. 

South Fourth Street, at first a residential street, was 
declared part of Route 66 and the Pan American 

Highway (US 85) in 1926.  This  helped create 
a thriving automobile commercial strip in the 
community, which enjoyed a peak of popularity 
from the 1930s to 1950s. During this time, many 
businesses located along Fourth Street and continue 
to operate today.  Among these are Ruppe Drugs, 
The Red Ball Cafe, and Ives Flower and Gift Shop. 
Barelas was also serviced by a city Electric Trolley 
System in the early days. The trolley ran along Third 
Street and connected the neighborhood of Barelas 
to Old Town, the Sawmill areas and later to the 
University. 

By 1934 the neighborhood’s first community center 
was established at 1221 Third Street. In the early 
1940s, citizens of Barelas, the League of United 
Latin American Citizens (L.U.L.A.C.), and youth 
trainees from the National Youth Administration 
raised seed money to fund a new community center. 
The center, now located at the intersection of Barelas 
Road and Hazeldine Avenue, is over fifty years old. 

The decline in the railroad industry following the 
wars and the eventual replacement of Fourth Street 
by Interstate 25 as the major north-south city route 
initiated a major decline in Barelas. The 1970s 
Urban Renewal Program removed most of the adobe 
homes located south of Bridge Boulevard, adjacent 
to the City Treatment Plant, for development 

The Red Ball Café
This neighborhood fixture was renovated in 1998, and 

remains a vibrant gathering place in Barelas.
New small businesses locating along Fourth Street
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of industrial uses. South Barelas was almost 
completely lost and only a handful of houses remain 
today. However, the neighborhood area north of 
Bridge Boulevard still exists with a mixture of single 
family and multi-family dwellings. The South Fourth 
Street commercial district also experienced a severe 
decline, but shows promise for recovery and future 
revitalization. Some of the original small, family 
owned and operated businesses persevered and 
still exist today on Fourth Street, and new ones have 
opened.  Furthermore, effects of revitalization efforts 
spurred by the 1993 Sector Plan are beginning to 
show in Barelas. 

There have been a number of changes in the 
community since the last Sector Plan was 
written in 1993.  New amenities and community 
resources have found a home in Barelas.  In 
particular, the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 
the Hispano Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Barelas Job Opportunity Center have located 
in the neighborhood.  In addition, the Barelas 
Community Development Corporation (BCDC) was 
formed in 1993 to work on affordable housing and 
economic development activities in the community.  
Downtown Albuquerque, bordering Barelas to 
the north, is undergoing revitalization efforts, 
spurred in part by the adoption of the Downtown 
2010 Plan in 2000.  Furthermore, the Santa Fe 

Rail Yards property, located on the eastern edge of 
Barelas, was sold by the Railroad and opened up for 
private development. Following years of inactivity 
and numerous proposals to develop the property 
that were never realized, the City of Albuquerque 
purchased 27-acre Rail Yards site in November 2007 
and plans to undertake its redevelopment in the 
coming years.  Its future redevelopment, combined 
with the Downtown renewal activities, will have a 
strong influence on Barelas in years to come.  As 
such, it will be important to ensure the community’s 
ongoing participation and voice in every stage of the 
redevelopment process.  

Artwork decorating new bus shelters along Fourth Street



      Page 9Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008

I N T R O D U C T I O N

There have been changes and improvements to the 
physical landscape as well.  Coal and Lead Avenues 
were converted to two-way streets.  Coal Avenue has 
seen significant infill development adjacent to the 
neighborhood including new housing, several live/
work developments and affordable rental units. The 
Zona de Colores Townhomes is a new affordable 
housing development in the Barelas neighborhood, 
and more of these types of projects are planned 
for the future.  In addition, major streetscape 
improvements were made to Fourth Street, including 
business façade renovations, upgraded and 
decorated bus shelters that display artwork reflecting 
Barelas’ cultural heritage, and the creation of the 
Joseph P. Baca plazuela at the intersection of Fourth 
Street and Barelas Road. 

All of these changes have made Barelas a more 
attractive place to live and do business.  As the 
neighborhood continues to adapt and develop 
residents, business owners, and property owners 
have a strong desire to manage the changes in a way 
that benefits the community as a whole.  This Sector 
Development Plan update is an instrument to help 
implement this vision.
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A. Related plans  
    and policies

Although Barelas is a 
cohesive and distinct 
community, it also 

forms part of the larger 
context of Albuquerque.  Its 
neighboring areas exert 
influence and are influenced 
by Barelas.  Barelas is flanked 
on both sides by physical 
boundaries – the Bosque 
and Rio Grande to the west, 
and the Rail Yards to the 
east.  The neighborhood 
is also bordered by other 
communities – South Barelas, 
Downtown Albuquerque, 
Huning Castle-Raynolds, and 
South Broadway.

1. Albuquerque/
Bernalil lo County 
Comprehensive Plan

Barelas is designated as 
part of the Central Urban 
Area within the 2002 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo 
County Comprehensive Plan. 
The Sector Plan conforms 
to the goals and policies for 
Central Urban Areas and will 
serve as the official policy 
guide for new development, 
redevelopment and 
conservation of the area. 

Figure 3. Centers & Corridors
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The Central Urban Area in the Policies Plan of the of 
the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive 
Plan states: 

“The goal is to promote Central Urban Area as a 
focus for arts, cultural, public facilities/activities 
while recognizing and enhancing the character of 
its residential neighborhoods and its importance 
as the historic center of the City.” 

Specific policies which relate to the Plan Update 
are: 

New public, cultural, and arts facilities should be 
located in the Central Urban Area and existing 
facilities preserved. 

Upgrading efforts in neighborhoods within 
the Central Urban Area should be continued 
and expanded and linkages created between 
residential areas and cultural/ arts/ recreational/ 
facilities.

Another important concept in the Comprehensive 
Plan is the development of activity centers 
connected by important corridors.  Major 
Activity Centers provide large-scale employment 
opportunities, medium to high density housing, 
and activities such as “regional shopping centers, 
government and financial institutions, and major 
cultural and entertainment features.”  Community 
Activity Centers should be pedestrian-oriented, 
and ideally “provide focus, identity, and convenient 
goods and services as well as some employment” 
for surrounding neighborhoods.  These activity 
centers are connected by Express Corridors, Major 
Transit Corridors, and Enhanced Transit Corridors. 
As shown in Figure 4, Barelas lies between the 
Downtown area, which is designated as a Major 
Activity Center, and a Community Activity Center 
at Fourth Street and Bridge Boulevard, which 
corresponds to the location of the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center and the South Barelas Industrial 

Park.  These activity centers are connected by Fourth 
Street, designated as a Major Transit Corridor. 
Although there may be negative implications for 
Barelas such as more traffic passing through the 
community, the neighborhood’s central location 
may also create opportunities such as enhancing the 
commercial viability of Fourth Street.  This Sector 
Plan update is rooted in addressing neighborhood-
scale issues, but always within the larger context of 
Barelas’ positioning in Albuquerque.

2. Downtown 2010 Plan

The Downtown 2010 Plan, a rank three plan for the 
Downtown Core, addresses the areas adjacent to 
Barelas north of Coal Avenue and between Tenth 
Street and the Rail Yards. It also discusses the 
residential neighborhoods surrounding Downtown. 
The plan states: 

We will:

Preserve and enhance the character of the 
neighborhoods which surround Downtown, by:

Protecting surrounding neighborhoods  

from incompatible land uses and 
minimizing the impacts of Downtown 
revitalization.
Promoting high density urban housing  

within the Downtown core, specifically 
buffering Barelas from intense commercial 
activity by using the urban Housing District.
Encouraging residential infill development  

in neighborhoods adjacent to Downtown 
and/or located within the Historic District.

Have at least 20,000 people living within one mile 
of the Downtown Core, and 5,000 living within the 
Downtown Core by 2010, by:

Protecting the character of the existing  

urban neighborhoods adjacent to 
Downtown and/or within the Historic 
District, specifically prohibiting commercial 
parking lots and creating “permit parking 
programs” in adjacent neighborhoods.

Several parts of the Downtown 2010 Plan are 
particularly relevant to Barelas.  First is the area 
zoned to the north of Coal Avenue that borders 
the Barelas neighborhood.  The predominant use, 
proposed a “Housing Focus,” covers the western 
part of Coal Avenue from Fifth to Tenth Streets, 
calls for medium to high density housing units 
and allows 3-4 story townhouses, 5-6 story urban 
apartments, and housing integrated above retail or 
office spaces.  The next two blocks, from Fifth to 
Third Streets, is zoned as a ‘Mixed Use Corridor’, 
which allows for a variety of residential, office, and 
retail activities.  Following this is one block that is 
a ‘Government/Financial/Hospitality District.’ The 
easternmost portion of Coal, from Second Street to 
the Rail Yards has been designated as a ‘Warehouse 
District.’ Preserving the historic character of existing 
structures while promoting infill development is 
strongly encouraged here.  Allowed uses include 
commercial, retail, office, residential, transportation, 
and sports.  The Plan also states that rehabilitated 
warehouse buildings would be ideal for ‘live/work 
artist studios and “funky” off-beat retail and 
restaurant venues.’ Barelas also contains a number 
of vacant but historical manufacturing structures 
that could be redeveloped in a similar fashion.  It 
will be important to mitigate other effects from 
Downtown revitalization, such as overflow parking in 
the neighborhood, and rising property values.
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3. Barelas Neighborhood Commercial 
Area Revitalization Plan 
(A Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Plan)

The Revitalization Plan, written in 1994, had the 
goals of eliminating blight conditions and restoring 
economic, functional, and aesthetic value of the 
Barelas neighborhood, among others.  The plan 
made recommendations about how to revitalize 
Fourth Street as the primary economic corridor 
in Barelas.  It also presented design guidelines to 
help develop “a unique ‘sense of place’ with a well 
defined character.” This Sector Plan update draws 
on the recommendations made in the Revitalization 
Plan, seeking to further improve the economic 
conditions in Barelas.

4. South Broadway Neighborhoods 
Sector Development Plan

Barelas is separated from the South Broadway 
Neighborhood by the Railroad right-of-way and part 
of the Rail Yards. Any redevelopment of the Yards 
will impact both South Broadway and Barelas, and 
efforts should be made to involve both of these 
communities in any proposed development. South 
Broadway confronts some of the same problems as 
Barelas, such as the presence of the homeless, and 
depressed economic activity. It also seeks to gain 
historic recognition for some of their buildings, and 
promote these as a draw to the area.  

The South Broadway Neighborhoods Sector 
Development Plan was written in 1986.  Hence, 
it will likely be updated within coming years.  
Although planning in Barelas and South Broadway 
has happened independently of one another, there 
are possibilities for creating partnerships and 

developing joint strategies to enhance the quality of 
life in their communities in the future.

5. Huning Castle and Raynolds 
Addition Neighborhood Sector 
Development Plan

The Huning Castle-Raynolds Neighborhood borders 
Barelas to the north and northwest, along Alcalde 
Avenue and Coal Avenue from Fifteenth to Eighth 
Streets.  The Huning Castle and Raynolds Addition 
Neighborhood Sector Development Plan was written 
in 1981.  At that time, zoning in the area bordering 
Barelas was changed from Office (O-1) to Special 
Use Multi-Family Residential (SU-2 MFR). Currently, 
land use in the neighboring area is primarily low 
density multi-family housing, as well as single family 
housing with some commercial uses interspersed 
throughout. When the Huning Castle and Raynolds 
Addition Neighborhood Sector Plan is eventually 
revised, it will be important for Barelas that the 
proposed uses in neighboring areas continue to be 
compatible.

6. Bosque Action Plan

Running north-south through Albuquerque, a 
cottonwood dominated forest (or Bosque) flanks 
the Rio Grande and forms the western border of 
the Barelas neighborhood.  The Bosque Action 
Plan, written in 1993, outlines environmental and 
recreational improvements for this area.  Currently, 
a multi-use recreational trail runs parallel to the 
Bosque and Tingley Drive, adjacent to Barelas.  Two 
non-paved pathways connect this trail to the River.  
There are plans to create a trail that will border the 
River, hence connecting these two pathways.  Just 
northwest of Barelas is Tingley Beach, which has 
recently undergone improvements such as the 

creation of fishing ponds and public restrooms.  
However, there are currently no footbridges across 
the Riverside Drain to connect the neighborhood to 
the Bosque.

7. Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan 
for South Barelas Industrial Park

Previously, there was no distinction between the 
northern and southern portions of Barelas.  In 
fact, the Barelas Neighborhood Association still 
encompasses both areas under its jurisdiction.  
However due to funding and past planning efforts, 
this Sector Plan addresses only the northern 
portion of Barelas.  The southern portion of Barelas 
does not have a Sector Plan, but is covered by the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan for South Barelas 
Industrial Park.

The Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan for South 
Barelas Industrial Park was written in 1974 for 
the 275 acre tract of land extending south of 
Bridge Boulevard between the Rail Yards and the 
Albuquerque Riverside Drain.  Its purpose was to 
“promote industrial growth which is environmentally 
compatible with the adjacent residential uses…thus 
eliminating physical and economic blight.” This 
goal was pursued by designating the plan area as 
an industrial park, and expanding the business 
base using various incentives such as tax-increment 
financing, metropolitan redevelopment bonds, and 
industrial revenue bonds, among others. 
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B. Neighborhood       
    Demographics
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Figure 7. Barelas Population by Age and Gender 

-12% -8% -4% 0% 4% 8% 12%

0-9

10-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79

80+

A
ge

Percent of Total Population

Male
Female

 Figure 8. Albuquerque Population by Age and Gender

1.   Population

Data from the 2000 Census and Mid-Region 
Council of Governments (MRCOG) provide useful 
demographic information about the Barelas 
community.  The two charts below indicate that the 

Barelas population has stabilized and in fact is likely 
to drop slightly over the next five years, while the 
overall population of Albuquerque continues to grow.
  
However, Barelas has a relatively high youth 
population compared to Albuquerque, particularly in 
the 10-19 age category.       
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Figure 9. Barelas Ethnicity, 2005

Latino 
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16% 

Figure 10.  Albuquerque Ethnicity, 2000

Hispanic or 
Latino 
40% 

Not 
Hispanic or 

Latino 
60% 

Number % of Total Number % of Total
3,442 100 417,841 100

English only 1,054 31% 301,429 72.1%
Spanish 2,267 66% 95,935 23.0%

Speak English less than "very well" 1109 32% 30,586 7.3%
Language other than English or Spanish 121 4% 20,477 4.9%

Speak English less than 'very well 12 0% 5,726 1.4%

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME
Population 5 years and over

Barelas Albuquerque

Table 1.  Language Spoken at Home

2. Race and Ethnicity

In terms of ethnicity, Barelas has twice as high a percentage of Hispanic or Latino residents (84% total) than Albuquerque as a whole (40% total).   Hence, it is not 
surprising that Barelas residents are also more likely to speak Spanish compared to other Albuquerque residents (66% compared to 23%).  Furthermore, 32% of 
Barelas residents speak English “less than well.”
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3. Household Income 

Demographic data also indicates that household 
income level is substantially lower in Barelas than 
in overall Albuquerque.  The average annual per 
capital income in Barelas is $11,351, compared to 
$20,884 for Albuquerque.  Furthermore, 31% of 
Barelas households fall under the poverty level, 
while only 13% of all Albuquerque households face 
this situation.  Barelas is in fact considered part of 
Albuquerque’s “Pocket of Poverty.” 

4. Education Levels

A final indicator is educational attainment.  Barelas 
residents have obtained far less formal education 
than residents city wide. Nearly 50% of adults 
ages 25 or over do not have a high school diploma 
(compared with 14% from the whole city).  In 
addition, the attainment of higher education (some 
college or a degree) is far lower among Barelas 
residents than Albuquerque residents overall. 

These demographic indicators – poverty, lower 
educational attainment, lower levels of English 
proficiency– suggest that planning for Barelas 
requires special attention.  Issues such as economic 
development and affordable housing are key, as is 
facilitating the participation of non-English speakers 
in the planning process.  
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C.Existing  
   Conditions

1. Land Use 

Land use in Barelas 
is shown in Figure 
13.  Barelas is 
predominantly 
residential, with 
commercial enterprises 
concentrated primarily 
along Fourth Street.  
Many of the buildings, 
both residential and 
commercial, have 
historical significance 
and should be 
recognized and 
preserved.  Structures 
in the Rail Yards 
property also have a 
unique historic quality, 
and any redevelopment 
efforts should restore 
and celebrate their 
character. Other 
land use issues to be 
addressed include parks 
and community space, 
vacant properties, and 
the characteristics 
of neighboring areas 
including South 
Barelas and Downtown 
Albuquerque.
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  Barelas Sector Development Plan

Historic Properties      
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State Register Cultural Properties

Barelas South Fourth Street Historic District (National Register)
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Figure 14. Historic Properties in Barelas

Historic Preservation

Barelas’ land use reflects 
its historic ties to the 
Railroad and the housing 
settlements that sprung 
up to provide homes 
for Railroad Locomotive 
Shop workers.  A list of 
historic properties was 
compiled in 1980 by 
the Historic Landmarks 
Survey Team, and several 
buildings and a historic 
district have been 
designated.  
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The Barelas-South Fourth Street Historic District is 
one of Albuqueque’s most unusual historic districts.  
It is significant as a Hispanic-dominated commercial 
area and for its range of architectural styles in both 
commercial and residential buildings interspersed 
along a historic highway.  The district was listed in 
the State and National registers in 1997.  Its spine 
is Fourth Street, which carried north-south traffic 
through Barelas and Albuquerque first as New 
Mexico Route 1, later U.S. Highway 66 (1926-37), 
and then U.S. Highway 85.

Less traveled than Fourth Street is Barelas Road, 
perhaps a remnant of El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro (Royal Road of the Interior), a highway 
of the Spanish Colonial Period.  This and several 
other old road segments in the Rio Grande Valley 
remain as parts of the current Albuquerque street 
system, and they warrant careful treatment and 
interpretation.

Many of these houses, built between 1880 and 1915, 
are still standing.  House styles present in Barelas 
today include the Queen Anne cottage, one-story 
shotgun, bungalow, and southwest vernacular 
and national folk (see historic homes photos to 
the right).  Most of these homes are found in the 
eastern half of Barelas, with heavy concentrations 
along Hazeldine Avenue and in the South Fourth 
Street Historic District. Although these buildings 
have been identified as having historic character, 
the majority are not currently protected through 
historic overlay zoning or city landmark designation.  
In order to retain Barelas’ unique character, it is 
critical to find ways to preserve it historic buildings 
landmarks and streetscapes.  Furthermore, as vacant 
properties are redeveloped with new housing and 
businesses, it will be important that they blend 
aesthetically with the existing buildings.

Historic Homes 

1023 2nd Street SW - Superintendent’s 
House, Atlantic & Pacific Railroad - 

built 1881 and listed

722 3rd Street SW 917 3rd Street SW, built around 
1898

Historic homes

1405 2nd Street SW, built 1882 1420 3rd Street, built between 
1898-1907

Barelas Community Center
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Historic Homes

Historic Homes

524 Atlantic SW, built pre-1908 1211 4th SW, house/clinic, built about 1943 413 Santa Fe SW, built pre-1898

616 Coal SW, built about 1910 523 Iron SW, built about 1908 524 Iron SW, built about 1912
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Residential

Historically, land use in 
Barelas was dominated 
by large agricultural plots. 
Over time, the large 
rectangular plots were 
subdivided into smaller 
residential lots. Currently, 
residential use in Barelas 
is divided into three 
loosely defined areas, the 
Railroad Corridor, Old 
Barelas, and the Coal 
Corridor, represented in 
Figure 15.

Residential Area I - 
Railroad Corridor  

Residential Area II - 
Old Barelas  

Residential Area III - 
Coal Corridor 

4th Street
Corridor  

Barelas Sector Development Plan
Residential Areas      
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The Railroad Corridor

This portion of Barelas runs north-south and is 
contained by the Rail Yards to the east and the 
commercial area along Fourth Street to the west. 
It follows a traditional grid street pattern, with 
predominantly 25’ x 130’ parcels with back-alley 
access (except for an area probably aligned with 
an old ditch at the southern end of Barelas Road). 
The block configurations within this pattern are 
fairly regular except between Cromwell Avenue 
and Avenida Cesar Chavez, where a lack of east/
west streets creates one large block. In many cases, 
narrow shotgun style homes are built on 25-foot 
lots (see traditional railroad era houses photos to 
the right). Other parcels have been consolidated, 
generally two adjoining parcels to accommodate 
slightly larger homes (see larger homes photos to 
the right). In some cases, lots running perpendicular 
to the traditional pattern have been created, 
resulting in a shifting street face. A few newer 
homes, mostly along Second Street, mix reasonably 
well into the existing pattern.

This area has a large amount of vacant land 
available for infill, some of which is presently being 
developed. New construction is occurring on 
the block between Atlantic Avenue and Santa Fe 
Avenue between Second and Third Streets, at Bridge 
Boulevard between Second and Third Streets and on 
Third Street between Cromwell Avenue and Bridge 
Boulevard.  Nevertheless, significant amounts of 
vacant land remain along the eastern border with 
the Rail Yards. This border presents both challenges 
and opportunities in how the divergent uses of a 
(post) industrial development area converges with 
future residential development, and highlights the 
importance of how the reuse of the Rail Yards can 
impact the local community. 

Traditional railroad era houses built on 25-foot lots

Larger homes built on consolidated parcels

Locomotive Shop at the Rail Yards
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Old Barelas 

A second residential district covers the area east of 
the Albuquerque Zoo, between Tingley Drive and the 
Fourth Street mixed use commercial area. This is the 
oldest residential zone and is characterized by small 
and irregular lots that lend a distinctive character to 
Barelas (particularly in the southern portion). There 
is a mixed street pattern resulting from the collision 
of the railroad era grid with an older ditch alignment 
based on agricultural lots. The resultant residential 
pattern is composed of an assortment of odd lot 
shapes and sizes (see photos to the right). Lots tend 
to be larger along Barelas Road but are consistent 
with the 25’ x 130’ parcels along streets running 
east/west. Parcels facing the streets east and west 
off Eighth Street are predominantly small and odd 
sized. Some even lack street access. Many of them 
do not meet current code for minimum lot width or 
size, but the majority of lots are built. The resultant 
residential pattern is very dense and organic (see 
Figure 16).

While there are vacant parcels in this area, they 
are less frequent, and groupings of vacant parcels 
are rare. Many of the vacant parcels are like those 
described above that do not meet current minimum 
sizes. New construction has taken place mostly on 
multiple parcels, re-subdivided and developed at one 
time, disturbing the existing street pattern. Examples 
are the Senior Housing on Hazeldine Avenue and 
two cul-de-sac developments at Barelas Court and 
Eroy and Eighth Street. There is also one large infill 
project currently under construction on Simpier 
Lane SW.

Neighborhood Character, Old Barelas 

Figure 16. Old Barelas, aerial view

A new development A narrow lot house A lack of side-lot setback
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Coal Avenue Corridor

A third residential section of Barelas encompasses 
the area north of the Zoo from the Fourth Street 
commercial corridor to Fourteenth Street.  This zone 
is characterized by even blocks and fairly uniform 
rectangular plots.  It has a traditional grid street 
pattern with predominant 25’ x 130’ parcels.  This 
area, however, probably due to its proximity to 
downtown, has undergone more consolidation for 
multi-family housing and other uses.  Apartment 
complexes and multi-family units are dominant 
along Coal Avenue. The area from Lead north to 
Downtown, from the Rail Yards to Tenth Street, 
is included in the Downtown 2010 Plan and is 
designated with a housing focus west of Fifth 
Street. This plan describes the district as medium 
to high density housing to act as a buffer between 
Downtown and Barelas. 

Infill has been concentrated mostly in multi-family 
buildings along Lead Avenue, many of them 
suggested in the previous Sector Development 
Plan (see recent residential development photos 
to the right).  These recent developments tend to 
respect existing street patterns and fit in with their 
surrounding context quite well.  Similar sorts of 
development could be appropriate for future infill.

Despite the various infill projects, vacant land 
remains at the eastern edge of this area, closer to 
Downtown, where many homes appear to have been 
demolished (see vacant land photos to the right).  
These areas are most appropriate for higher density 
apartment, multi-family or mixed-use residential 
developments similar to the recent developments 
along Lead and Coal.

Recent residential developments along Coal Avenue and Iron Avenue

Recent residential developments along Coal Avenue and Iron Avenue

Vacant land suitable for infill
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Commercial

The majority of commercial and retail spaces in 
the plan area are located along the Fourth Street 
corridor between Avenida Cesar Chavez and Coal 
Avenue. Many of these are smaller, locally-owned 
businesses that have come to be emblematic of 
Barelas’ commercial character. Although zoned 
for commercial/retail use, a number of residential 
sections along Fourth Street still remain, lending the 
area a “horizontal” mixed-use character (as opposed 
to the “vertical” model in which retail is at street 
level and housing is above). There is strong interest 
in encouraging small, local businesses along this 
corridor that serve the needs of nearby residents. 

At the northern end of this corridor (along the south 
side of Coal Avenue between Second and Third 
Streets) are a number of other smaller businesses 
and lots zoned for commercial uses. At the southern 
end of the Fourth Street corridor (along Avenida
Cesar Chavez between Barelas Road and the Rio 
Grande) are a number of national chain businesses 
(fast food restaurants and a filling station/
convenience store). A few commercial/retail sites 
exist scattered throughout the plan area, including 
a mortuary, bakery, upholstery shop, and a non-
operating corner store on Eighth Street. 

Industrial

Some industrial uses are clustered along the eastern 
boundary of the plan area and encompass the 
Rail Yards and two blocks in the northeast corner 
(from Coal to Stover Avenues between First and 
Second Streets.). The Rail Yards, recently purchased 
by the City, could be developed in a way to make 
an important contribution to Barelas’ economic 
revitalization strategy.  Buildings in the northeast 
quadrant of Barelas are also currently vacant.  

There is interest in converting existing warehouse 
buildings to office, retail, commercial or other non-
industrial uses.

Currently, the Rail Yards does not have the 
infrastructure to support a large redevelopment, and 
an electrical substation would be required to support 
new construction there.  Existing infrastructure in 
Barelas includes a storm drain pump station located 
just west of the Riverside Drain and north of Avenida 
Cesar Chavez Bridge. 

Institutional 

Existing institutional and government uses consist 
primarily of the Dolores Gonzales Elementary 
School (at Tenth Street and Atlantic), the Coronado 
School (used for offices at Fourth Street and Stover 
Avenue),  and the Barelas Community Center (at 
Eighth Street and Atlantic). Both sites are considered 
significant to the local community and serve to 
support a variety of social activities.

In addition, the Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
(at Fourth Street and Stover) continues to serve 
as a significant spiritual center for many Barelas 
residents, as it has for many decades. 

Parks and Community Space

For a small neighborhood, Barelas has important 
green space amenities. The neighborhood is 
bordered by the Bosque, Tingley Beach, and Kit 
Carson Park.  Within its boundaries are the 20 
acre Rio Grande Zoo, and a few small “pocket 
parks.” In addition, Tingley Park (once the site 
of the Albuquerque Dukes baseball stadium) has 
been dedicated to playing fields and enjoys heavy 
use.  Adjacent to this park are tennis courts and a 

gymnasium located at the Barelas Community 
Center.

Vacant and Agricultural Lands
There are close to 170 vacant lots in Barelas.  These 
lots are scattered throughout the neighborhood, 
but a higher concentration (over 100 parcels) 
are found between Fourth Street and the Rail 
Yards. There are also a few scattered lots used for 
small-scale agriculture. These are largely found in 
the older portions of Barelas (south of Santa Fe 
Avenue and west of Fourth Street). They are often 
not maintained, have trash, and are sites where 
vagrancy and crime are perceived to take place.

2. Zoning and Design Guidelines

Existing zoning in Barelas in many cases is 
inconsistent with land use and community 
aspirations.  For example, many 25’ lots, 
reminiscent of the Railroad period, cannot be 
developed under existing regulations, which 
creates vacant lots and limits opportunities for 
infill development.  Furthermore, zoning does 
not encourage residents’ vision of mixed-use 
commercial development along certain corridors, 
particularly Fourth Street.  In addition, there are 
several unused properties, most notably the Rail 
Yards, that are zoned for industrial uses that may 
no longer embrace the community’s vision of the 
future.  Finally, there is no protection under current 
zoning regulations for historic buildings in Barelas, 
nor guidelines to direct the design and construction 
of new development. 

Zoning in Barelas was established in 1959. Zoning 
history maps show that the neighborhood was 
zoned for high density uses in the interior and for 
heavy commercial uses along the periphery of the 
neighborhood. At that time, it was expected that 
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Downtown growth 
would soon expand into 
adjacent neighborhoods 
such as Barelas. 
Anticipated expansion, 
however, never occurred 
and much of the 
residential development 
was left with intensive, 
inappropriate zoning 
patterns.

The adoption of 
the 1976 Sector 
Development Plan 
implemented SU-2 
zoning for the whole 
area. This allowed 
special zoning 
categories which were 
tailored to the unique 
characteristics of 
Barelas. These zones 
were amended in 1978, 
1981, and 1993. Existing 
zoning categories are 
specific to the Barelas 
area, and include special 
requirements for use, lot 
size, setbacks, parking, 
etc. These are shown in 
Figure 17.

Residential Zoning

The 1993 Sector Plan 
update recommended 
several amendments 
to the existing SU-2 

  

Barelas Sector Development Plan

Current Zoning
Designations      

  SU-2 (0-1) 

SU-2 (R-1)

SU-2 (R-2)

SU-2 (R-3)

SU-2 (RG)

SU-2 (NCR)

SU-2 (LCR)

SU-2 (C-2) 

SU-2 (C-3)

SU-2 (HM)

SU-2 (PK)

SU-2 (ZOO)

M-2
0 500 1,000250 Feet North

4T
HTH4T
H

4T4T
HTHTHTH4T4T
H

4444

2N
DD

2N
DDD

N
DD

NN
D

NN22222
DDDDD

N
DDDDD

NN
D

NN
D

N
D

22N
D

2222222222

8T
H

8T
H

888T8T
H

8T
H

8T
H

88888888T
H

8T
H

8T
H

COALCOAALALLLLLL

LEADLLLLELEEEAEAAADAADADLEAD

IRONIIROOOOOONONONNNNNRONIROOROOOOONONNNNNNNIRONIROROROOOONONNNNNNOOROOONNN 1S
T

1S
T

1S
T

1111S
T

S
T

1S
T

1111S
T

5T
HH

5T
H

5T
HH

555T5T
H

5T
H

5T
H

55T
H

5555555T

TINGLEY DR

9T
H

9T
H

999T
H

9T
H

9T
H

9T
H

99T
H

9T
H

999999

6T
HHH

6T
HH

66T
HTH6
H

6T
HH

666666666T
HH

6T
H

6TT
HHTH6T
HH

6T
HH

BARELAS

BAR
BARELAS

AR
BAR
BARR
BARARRELAS

RELAS
RRELAS

AR

PACIFICPPAPAPAPAACACACCCCIIFIFFFIFFICFICCPACIIFFFFICF CCPACPPAPAAAACAACACCCCCCPPAPAAPAACACACCCCCIFICCICIFIFFFFIFICICCCIFCCICIFIFFFIFICICCPAPACPACCCIFFCC FFIFCCICIFFICC FFFICF CICCCCC

SANTA FE
SSASSASAAAANANNNTNTNTTATTATAAAAA FEEEEE
SSSASAAAAANAANANNNNNTNTTTTATAAA A FEEEEEFEFEEEEEFEEEEE
SANSSASASAAAANANNNNNASSASASAAAANANNNNTANTNTNTNTTATTATATAAAAANTNTNTTATTATAAAAAAANANNNSSSSSASANNNTTTTATAAA A FEEEEEEEEEE

13
TH3T

H
133

TH33T
H

3T
H

131313

11
TH1T

H
111
THTHTHH

1111111111

12
TH2T

H
212112
TH2T

H
2T

H
2T22T

H
2T

H
1212121212111121211

STOVERTOTOTOOOVOVEVEVEEERERSSSTOVERTTOTOTOOOOVOVVVVEVEVEEEEERERRRRRTOVERTTOTTOTOOOOVOVVVVEVEEEERERRRR

ATLANTIC
AATATATTTLLALAANAANANNNNTNT CCCCC
AATATATTTLLAL CCCC
ATLAATATATTLTTLTLLLTLAATATATTLTTLTLLLANTLALAAAAANANNNNTNTTLANTLALAAAAANANNNNTNTT CCCCCCCCC

ALBQ
 RIVERSIDE DRAIN

C
O

M
M

ER
C

IA
L

BELLLLLLLLLLLELLEEBEE LLLLLLELLBEBELLLLLLLLLELLEEBEE LLLLLLELLEEBEEBE LLLLLELLBEELE LLLLLELLBEE

14
TH4T

H
4144
T4T

H
4T

H
4T

H
4T

H
44T

H
4T

H
141414141414

LEWISWIWWEWWEWEWELEELL ISISSSISSWIIWWWWEWEWEELELELLEWISWIWWEWWEEWLEEL ISIWIWWEWWEEWLEEL ISILEW SISSWWIWWWWEWEWEELELELL SSL SSSSISSWIWIWWWWEWEWEELLELLLLLLLL

RIORIORIORIORIORIORIORIORIO

ALCALDE

HAZELDINE
HHAHAAZAZZEZZEZEEELE DINNNNNENEEEE
HHHHAHAAAZAAZAZZZZEZEEELELLLDL NNNNENEEEE
HAZHHHHAHAAAAZAAZHAZHHHHAHAAAZAAZAZZELDZZZZZEZEZEEEELELLLDLAZELDAZAZZEZZEZEEEELELLLDL INEINNNNNNENEEEEENEINNNNNENEEEEEZAAAAAHHHH EEEZZZAZZ E

SIMPIERERS PIEEPSIMPSS PIERPIEEPIESIMSIMPSIMPSIMPPIERERPIEEPSIMPSIMPSIMPSIMPSIMPIERSIMPIERSIMPIERSIMPIER

CARSON
AARARSRSON

S
NN

KIT CA

CROMWELLWMWW LLLLLLLLLELLWEWEOMMCRRCC LLELLWEEWWMWWMMROMCRRCCCCROMWELLWEMWW LLLLLLLLELLWEWEEOMMRCROROCCC WMWW LLLLLLLELEWEOMMCRRCCCRO WWWMWWMMROMCRRCC LLELLWEEWWMWWMMROMCRRCC

MARQUEZEZQUEERQQARRMAAMMMMM EZUEEQUURQQARRMAAMMMARQUEZEZQUEERQQARRMAAMMMMM EZQUEERQQARRMAAMMMMMARQUEZEZUEEQUURQQARRMAAMM EZUEEQUURQQARRMAAMM

GUADALUPE OVERPASSGUA

EROYYOYYOOROORREREREE OYOOROORRERREEEROYOYYOOROORREEREEE YOOROORROYYOOROORREEREE Y

NTE
NTE

ESCALANT

ARFIELDLDELRFIEE DNUANESSESSEENEENNANANAAUAAUUNUUNNNN ESSEENEENNANNAAUAAUUNUUNNNNNUANESSESSEEENENENNAANANAAAUAAUUNUUNNNN ESSEENEENNANNAAAUAAUUANUUNNNN SSESSEENNENNAANAAUAAUUNUUNNNN ESSEENEENNANNAAUAAUUNUUNNNN

BAZANBBB NAZAAZZAA NNBAZBBABABAAZA NBAZABBBBABAZAA

STOVERSSTSTSTOOOOVVOVEEERSSTSSTSTTTTOTOOOVOOVOVVVVEVEEERESSSTSTTTTOTOOOOOVOVVVVEVEEEERESTOVERSSTSTSTTOTTOTOOOOVOVOVVVVEVEEEERESTOVSSSSTSTTTTTOOOOOVOVSTOVSSSSTSTTTTOTOOOVOOVOVVVERVEVEEEEREVEVEEEREVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

BELLELLBE

LEWISWISLEWWISLEW S

7T
HH

7T
H

7T
HTH77T
H

777777777T
H

7T
H

7T
H

7T
H

7T7T
H

CROMWELL
CCCCRCRRROROOOOOMOMMMMMWMWWEELEELELLL
CCCRCRRRRRROROOOOMOMOMMMMWMWWWEEEELELLLLLLELEEEELELEEELELLLLLLL
CROCCCCRCRRRROROCCCCCRCRRROROOMWOOOOOOOMOMMMMMWMWWWOOOOOMOMMMMMWMWWROOOCCCRCRR MWMWWOOOOOMM LEEELLLLLL

10
TH00T

H
100

TH0T
H

0T
H

10100
TH00T

H
0T

H
101010

3R
DD

3R
D

R
DD

333R
D

R
DD

R
D

3R
D

33R
D

333333

BRIDGE STREET

1S
T

1S
T

1S
AL

GAGG

Figure 17. Existing Zoning in Barelas 



C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T E X T

Page 30            Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008

Zoning to make zoning 
more consistent with the 
existing development 
in areas where land use 
and zoning were not 
compatible. The new 
zoning was designed 
to help stabilize 
the residential and 
commercial areas. 
The residential zoning 
allowed for a more 
single family oriented 
development, with special 
requirements for smaller 
lot sizes, parking, etc., 
to make allowances for 
development patterns 
unique to the area.  
Nevertheless, there are 
still a number of 25’lots 
that cannot be developed 
due to zoning restrictions 
(see Figure 18).  The 
result has been either 
leaving lots vacant, or 
grouping lots together to 
build larger residences 
that fall out of character 
with the neighborhood.  
In addition, there are still 
some non-conforming 
properties due to 
setback and other zoning 
requirements.
Residential zoning 
designations in Barelas 
are SU-2 R-1 (Single 
Family Residential), 
SU R-2 (Multi-Family 
Residential), SU-2 R-3 

  

Barelas Sector Development Plan

25’ Vacant Lots      
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(Multi-Family Residential), and SU-2 RG (Residential 
Garden). 

The SU-2 R-1 zone is primarily for single family 
houses. This designation encompasses a large 
part of the neighborhood, particularly in the “Old 
Barelas” area and the southern part of the “Coal 
Corridor” area.  This zone corresponds with the R-1 
zone in the Comprehensive City Zoning Code, with 
four exceptions.  The SU-2 R-1 designation allows 
uses permissive in the R-T (Residential Townhouse) 
zone, which includes townhouses.  It also reduces 
the minimum lot width from 60 to 40 feet, and 
minimum lot area from 6,000 to 4,800 square 
feet.  The minimum setback for SU-2 R-1 in Barelas 
is reduced from 20 to 10 feet for the front yard, 
though setbacks for a garage or carport must remain 
at 20 feet minimum.  Finally, existing legal non-
conforming uses as of 1993 are considered approved 
uses as of the adoption of the previous plan. 

The SU-2 R-2 zone allows for single family houses, 
townhouses, and medium density apartments. 
This designation is found in the western portion 
of the “Coal Corridor” area, from Eighth Street to 
Fourteenth Street.   There are several ways that this 
designation differs from the standard R-2 zone.   SU-
2 R-2 reduces the minimum front yard setback from 
15 feet to 10 feet, except for setbacks for garages 
and carports, which must be a minimum of 20 
feet.  However, lots with single family units require 
a minimum setback of 15 feet.  Off street parking 
requirements for multi-family developments vary 
slightly; required parking spaces are based on the 
number of baths (one space per bath) rather than 
the number of bedrooms.  In addition, off street 
parking must be provided at the rear of the property; 
alley access is encouraged when possible.  The 

usable open space regulations for new construction 
are reduced in the SU R-2 zone,  from 400 to 300 
square feet per one-bedroom unit, 500 to 350 square 
feet per two-bedroom unit, and from 600 to 400 
square feet per three or more bedroom unit.  Finally, 
the SU-2 R-2 designation requires site plan approval 
by the City Planning Director for all new multi-
family developments under 45,000 square feet, and 
review and approval by the Environmental Planning 
Commission for those developments over 45,000 
square feet. 

The SU-2 R-3 zoning designation allows for the 
highest density housing in Barelas.  This zone covers 
the eastern portion of the “Coal Corridor,” from 
Eighth to Fifth Streets. This zone’s specifications 
are the same for the standard R-3 zone with several 
exceptions. Minimum lot width for multi-family units 
is reduced from 150 to 60 feet.  Front yard setback 
is reduced from 15 to 10 feet, with the exception of 
garage or carport setbacks.  (Lots with single family 
housing still require a 15 foot front setback).  For 
lots with a lot dimension size of less than 142 feet, 
the maximum floor area ratio is reduced from 1.0 to 
0.5.  Off street parking regulations and open space 
requirements for new construction and are the same 
as in SU-2 R-2, as is the site plan approval process. 

The SU-2 RG designation covers most of the 
“Railroad Corridor” in Barelas, flanking Third Street 
on both sides.  This zone allows for single family 
housing, townhouses, and low density apartments.  
It differs from the standard RG zone in that it 
prohibits package liquor sales.  The designation also 
approved legal non-conforming uses as conditional 
uses upon the adoption of the 1993 plan. 

Commercial Zoning

Commercial zoning in the plan area is centered 
primarily along the Fourth Street corridor. The 1993 
Sector Plan encouraged expansion of this area 
to build on existing development pattern of local 
businesses. However, there are many residential 
uses along Fourth Street along with businesses that 
residents feel do not meet their basic needs (such 
as wholesale retail and industrial/manufacturing, 
for example). At the northern and southern ends 
of Fourth Street, commercial zoning extends east-
west along Coal Avenue in the north (between 
First and Fifth Streets) and Avenida Cesar Chavez 
to the south (between the Rio Grande and Third 
Street).  Additional commercial zoning is scattered 
throughout the plan area in a very small scale.  One 
way to promote vibrant commercial development in 
desired areas is by allowing mixed use development 
that encourages street-level businesses, with 
residential uses on the second floor.  The four 
current commercial zoning designations in 
Barelas are SU-2 NCR (Neighborhood Commercial 
Residential), SU-2 LCR (Limited Commercial 
Residential), SU-2 C-2 (Community Commercial), 
and SU C-3 (Heavy Commercial). 

The SU-2 NCR zone encompasses both sides 
of Fourth Street north of Simpier Lane, with the 
exception of a few plots between Iron and Stover 
Avenues.  A partial section of Coal Avenue between 
Eleventh and Ninth Streets is also zoned SU-2 NCR.  
This designation corresponds with the standard 
C-1 and R-2 zones.  It allows a variety of types of 
development including residential, office, service, 
institutional and limited commercial uses.  It differs 
from standard City zoning in multiple ways.  First, 
it prohibits the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-
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premise consumption.  Second, it does not allow 
outside storage as a conditional use.  Front yard 
setbacks are not allowed on Fourth Street, with the 
exception of creating seating space or an outdoor 
plaza, in order to orient the corridor for pedestrian 
activity.   Finally, existing legal non-conforming uses 
as of 1993 are considered approved uses as of the 
adoption of the previous plan.

The SU-2 LCR designation covers only eight 
properties scattered throughout the plan area.   
This zone corresponds to the RC (Residential 
Commercial) designation, which permits a mix of 
residential and small commercial activities.  The 
SU-2 LCR designation differs only in that permissive 
non-residential uses are not limited by floor area. 
(The RC zone states that non-residential activities 
may not exceed one half of the gross floor area on 
the lot). 

The SU C-2 zone is designated in two small portions 
of Barelas, the two blocks between Second and 
Fourth Streets and Iron and Coal Avenues, and the 
area between Third Street and Tingley Drive and 
Simpier Lane and Bridge Boulevard.  The zone 
corresponds identically to the C-2 Community 
Commercial Zone in the Comprehensive City 
Zoning Code, which allows offices, most service and 
commercial activities, and some institutional uses. 

The SU C-3 zone guides land use for two blocks in 
the northeastern portion of Barelas, between First 
and Second Streets, and Stover and Coal Avenues.  
This designation corresponds identically to the City’s 
C-3 Heavy Commercial Zone.  Allowed uses include 
wholesale commercial activities and some light 
industrial uses. 

Industrial Zoning

The only area zoned for industrial use in Barelas 
is the Rail Yards property.  This site is currently 
vacant, and its zoning designation may no longer be 
appropriate for the neighborhood.  The Rail Yards 
property has been largely unused for decades, and 
no redevelopment proposals have been realized 
under the current zoning, indicating a need to adopt 
new regulations that allow flexibility for prospective 
developers and that is compatible with the needs 
and desires of Barelas residents.

The SU-HM (Heavy Manufacturing) zone, which 
covers the Rail Yards, corresponds to the City’s 
M-1 Light Manufacturing zone, although it does 
have some differences.  It allows M-2 Heavy 
Manufacturing activities as conditional uses (which 
include nearly all industrial activities).  The SU-
HM designation also incorporates a landscaping 
requirement of a five foot strip along all property 
lines that abut residential areas.  Finally, it allows 
previous legal non-conforming uses, and requires 
site development plan review and approval by the 
Environmental Planning Commission.

Design Guidelines

The Commercial Revitalization Plan for Fourth Street 
provided various design guidelines for buildings, 
parking, plazas, streetscape improvements, and 
signs to preserve the unique character and historic 
buildings. These were not directly tied to zoning, 
but property owners who made use of city financial 
incentives for facade improvements were required to 
adhere to the guidelines.  It is important that steps 
be taken to strengthen the application of design 
guidelines in order to preserve Barelas’ historic 
quality. 

A 1993 study conducted by University of New 

Mexico students for infill housing in Barelas and 
South Broadway neighborhoods recommended the 
following guidelines:

Appropriate Roof Pitch : Design houses that fit in 
with others on the street. Generally, sloped roofs 
should have a pitch of 6 in 12, or steeper, with a 
gable facing the street. 
Facades with Character : Design facades that 
provide visual interest, variation, and a sense of 
quality and permanence.
Usable Front Porches : Provide usable front 
porches with front doors that are visible from 
the street.
Landscaped Front Yards : Landscape front yards 
to enhance the neighborhood and increase 
comfort and usefulness to the residents, while 
respecting the desert climate.
Front Fences : Provide front fences that define 
property, provide security, and present a 
neighborly face.
Compatible Scale : Only build two-story houses, 
duplexes, and triplexes in the appropriate 
context and in scale with existing houses.
Site Layout & Landscaping : Design the site 
with usable, landscaped outdoor spaces for the 
residents, designated space for cars, and good 
solar orientation.
Plan for Change : Provide a fully annotated site 
plan and landscaping plan with options for 
owner built additions and landscaping.
Site Innovation : Group very narrow or unusual 
lots for innovative site planning.
Off-Street Parking : Provide a parking area for 
at least two vehicles, beside or behind the 
house, taking advantage of alley access where 
appropriate.
Fencing & Outdoor Storage : Provide backyard 
fencing and sufficient lockable outdoor storage, 
designed to complement the house.
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3. Housing and   
Affordability

Barelas is largely a 
residential neighborhood.  
Homes have often been 
occupied by several 
generations of the same 
family, as they are passed 
down from parents to 
children.  However, 
the stability of the area 
could be threatened as 
redevelopment leads to 
rising and unaffordable 
property taxes.  This 
housing portion of the 
document will address 
concerns relating to 
housing affordability and 
home ownership, as well 
as property appearance 
and utility needs. 
Economic development 
and revitalization, 
which is underway in 
Downtown Albuquerque 
and beginning in Barelas, 
is often accompanied 
by gentrification.  
This is the process 
whereby lower income 
residents are gradually 
displaced by new higher 
income residents as a 
neighborhood’s housing 
stock improves and 
property values and 
taxes rise.  Although 
it is important for 
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  RES - Owner Occupied 

RES - Owner/Situs Address Differ

RES - Owner Out of Town

VAC - Owner/Situs Address Match

VAC - Owner/Situs Address Differ

VAC - Owner Out of Town

VAC - Data Unknown
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Figure 19. Parcels by Ownership
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Year Built Barelas Albuquerque
Number % of Total Number % of Total

Total Housing Units 1,553 100% 198714 100%

 1939 or earlier 380 24% 7187 4%

 1940 to 1949 274 18% 11703 6%

 1950 to 1959 249 16% 29033 15%

 1960 to 1969 116 7% 27504 14%

 1970 to 1979 236 15% 46793 24%

 1980 to 1989 182 12% 36466 18%

 1990 to 1994 26 2% 14420 7%

 1995 to 1998 85 5% 19730 10%

 1999 to March 2000 5 0% 5878 3%

Table 2. Housing Stock by Year

of housing in Barelas varies greatly. However, the 
housing stock in Barelas is considerably older than 
that of Albuquerque as a whole. 58% of all housing 
in Barelas was built before 1959.
Currently, properties range from vacant, substandard 
condition to clean, landscaped and well maintained. 
The distribution of conditions seems relatively even. 
While there are certain streets that seem better 
or worse, no one area is in overwhelmingly bad 
condition. Creating ways for residents to improve 
their property appearance can create more pride 
in the neighborhood, and a better quality of life 
for residents.  In situations where there are code 
or nuisance violations on properties owned by 
absentee landlords, the City may be able to condemn 
and reclaim the areas and convert them into sites for 
affordable housing initiatives.

revitalization efforts to include new market-rate 
housing to attract new residents and investment 
to the area, it is vital that efforts be made to keep 
housing affordable for existing residents and 
future generations as well.  This will be especially 
important as the Rail Yards are developed in the 
future.  Already, some properties on Second and 
Third Streets have been bought by investors at 
prices above current market value, speculating on 
future development at the Rail Yards.

Since the 1993 Barelas Sector Plan, there have 
been some important advances made in improving 
the community’s affordable housing stock.  New 
housing developments include the Zona de Colores 
Townhomes. In addition, the Barelas Community 
Development Corporation was formed, as 

recommended in the 1993 Plan, and is responsible 
for administering the El Encanto UDAG Funds.  
This money is specifically earmarked for economic 
development and affordable housing projects.
The ratio of owner-occupied vs. absentee owner 
properties in Barelas is another important factor to 
look at.  According to County Assessor data, 58% of 
residential properties are currently owner-occupied 
in Barelas, while 42% have absentee owners 
(indicating rental properties).  Of properties that are 
not owner-occupied, nearly 16% of the owners have 
an address outside of Albuquerque (see Figure 19).
Absentee landlords of vacant lots or rental 
properties sometimes contribute to problems 
such as lack of maintenance and unkempt 
property appearance.  This has been an issue in 
the neighborhood, although the general condition 
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4. Transportation 

Barelas is uniquely positioned between the Bosque/
Rio Grande River and Downtown Albuquerque, 
and is neighbor to several city-
wide amenities, including the 
Rio Grande Zoo, the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center 
(NHCC), and the Rail Yards.  This 
location has several implications 
for transportation in Barelas.  
For one, the neighborhood is 
affected negatively by overflow 
parking from the nearby Zoo and 
NHCC attractions.  In addition, 
there is an unacceptable level 
of traffic and speeding through 
residential areas as motorists 
pass over the River to get to 
Downtown, especially on Eighth 
Street.  Furthermore, there are 
currently insufficient measures 
to ensure pedestrian and bicycle 
safety and access throughout 
Barelas.  Finally, public 
transportation does not meet the 
needs of residents, and could be 
improved.  The 1993 Sector Plan 
made suggestions about how to 
alleviate some of these concerns, 
but many issues still remain.

Vehicular Circulation and 
Public Transportation

For a small, primarily residential 
neighborhood, Barelas has 
several principal and minor 
arterials and collector streets that 
carry a high amount of through 
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Figure 20. Major Roadways with Traffic Counts in Barelas

Street while Second and Third Streets carry about 
3,600 cars per day between Cesar Chavez and Coal 
Avenue. Coal Avenue, Fourth and Eighth Streets are 
designated as minor arterials. Traffic on Coal Avenue 
varies from a low of 2800 vehicles west of Eighth 

traffic on the neighborhood’s streets every day (see 
Figure 20). The three principal arterials that traverse 
or border Barelas are Avenida Cesar Chavez, Second 
Street and Third Street.  Avenida Cesar Chavez has 
an average weekday traffic count of 39,000 at Third 
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Street, and as many as 8800 between Fifth and Sixth 
Streets.  Eighth Street is traveled by about 5400 
vehicles daily north of Marquez Lane, and as many 
as 9300 between Marquez and Bridge Boulevard.  
Meanwhile Fourth Street has an average traffic count 
of 7000 vehicles per day.

This information reflects both advances 
that have been made and continuing 
challenges that remain since the 
implementation of the 1993 Barelas Sector 
Plan.  When that document was created, 
the traffic count on Fourth and Eighth 
Streets was 8000 and 10,000 respectively.  
At that time, residents expressed their 
concern that businesses along South 
Fourth Street were negatively impacted 
after the development of the freeway and 
the downtown Fourth Street Pedestrian 
Mall, and they expressed a strong desire to 
divert more traffic onto South Fourth Street 
while redirecting traffic away from Eighth 
Street.  Current data shows that traffic on 
Eighth Street has in fact been reduced by 
2,600 vehicles north of Marquez Avenue, 
though it has increased by 1,300 vehicles 
between Marquez and Bridge Boulevard.  
Meanwhile, traffic on Fourth Street did not 
increase, but was actually reduced by 1000 
vehicles.  

Despite the decrease of traffic on 
Fourth Street, this roadway forms part 
of Albuquerque’s overall transportation 
corridor network.  According to 
the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County 
Comprehensive Plan, Fourth Street is 
designated as a Major Transit Corridor.  
This designation implies that it could have 
dedicated bus lanes, wide sidewalks, bike 
lanes, and the long-term possibility of light 

rail or streetcar service. Furthermore, a Major Transit 
Corridor should be pedestrian-friendly and be a site 
for mixed use infill and redevelopment.  

Several Barelas streets were converted to one-way 
with other Albuquerque streets in the early 1950s.  
Currently, Second and Third Streets remain one-way 
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Figure 21. Bus routes in Barelas

between Bridge Boulevard and Coal Avenue. 

In terms of public transportation, there have been 
both improvements and regressions since the 
1993 Barelas Sector Plan was written.   Streetscape 
improvements include decorated bus shelters on 
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Fourth Street and the installation of benches and 
shelters in other locations throughout the plan area.  
Unfortunately, Barelas is less served by the public 
transit system today than it was in 1993.  While three 
bus routes operated in the area in 1993, now there 
are only two routes that serve the neighborhood.  
Route 53 runs along Eighth Street between Coal 
Avenue and Bridge Boulevard, while Route 
54 runs the same distance on Fourth 
Street (see Figure 21).  However, there 
are still no city-wide bus routes or park-
and-ride programs that provide service 
to the Zoo, or connect Fourth Street with 
Albuquerque’s cultural and historical 
amenities, dubbed the “String of Pearls,” 
despite the fact that this was emphasized 
in the previous Plan.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

The location, scale and mix of residential 
and commercial uses in Barelas give 
it huge potential as a pedestrian and 
bicycle oriented neighborhood.  The 
desire to make Fourth Street a pedestrian-
oriented street was a priority in the 
previous Sector Plan as well as in the 
Barelas Neighborhood Commercial Area 
Revitalization Plan, and in fact, some 
improvements have been made.  These 
include new streetscape improvements, 
such as the addition of trees, lighting, and 
street furniture, and the Joseph P. Baca 
plazuela on Fourth Street and Barelas Road 
that serves to welcome visitors.  Several 
areas of sidewalk were added, in particular 
on Third, Fourth and Eighth Streets, as 
well as in other parts of the neighborhood.  
There have also been advances in the 
system of bikeways that traverse Barelas. 
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Figure 22. Existing and Proposed Bikeways

In addition to the recreational trail that runs along 
Tingley Drive through the Bosque and the bike lane 
on Avenida Cesar Chavez / Bridge Boulevard, there 
is now a designated bike lane on Coal Avenue from 
Seventh Street eastward, and a bike route on Eighth 
Street.  Furthermore, bike lanes have been proposed 
for Second and Third Streets on the Long Range 

Bikeway System Map (see Figure 22).

In spite of these improvements, the neighborhood 
as a whole is not viewed as sufficiently pedestrian or 
bicycle friendly.  There is a general lack of controlled 
crosswalks in Barelas to accommodate pedestrian 
safety, particularly along important pedestrian 
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routes, such as between the Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School and the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center; between the Barelas Community 
Center and Tingley Park; near Sacred Heart 
Church; and from the neighborhood to the Bosque.  
Furthermore, several sidewalks are missing, while 
others require upgrading, as they are 
not ADA accessible.  Finally, access to 
the Bosque from the neighborhood is 
limited.  One of the aims of the 1993 
Sector Plan was to create a bicycle and 
pedestrian system that would truly 
integrate the neighborhood with Fourth 
Street, the Zoo, and the Quality of Life 
Projects, such as the Bosque.  This goal 
remains unfulfilled, but the existing street 
and sidewalk system is a base on which 
to build. 

Parking

Overflow parking in Barelas from special 
events Downtown, at the Rio Grande 
Zoo, and at the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center has been a perennial 
cause of frustration for Barelas residents.  
There are currently only a few off-street 
surface parking lots located in Barelas, 
but these do not alleviate the parking 
need (see Figure 23).  Though not clearly 
identified, on-street parking is allowed 
on all of the major Barelas roadways, 
and is frequently used by visitors to the 
neighborhood.  The Zoo has studied 
various alternatives since the 1980s to 
address the issue, including creating a 
southwestern entrance or parking area 
to access the Zoo from Tingley Drive.  
However, at present there is no public 
land available to do this, and the project 
would require the removal of several 
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Figure 23. Parking Lots in Barelas

traffic on Tenth Street.  One way to tackle this issue 
is through the expansion of the Bio Park’s Train 
shuttle system.  The Train has seen great success 
during its first full season in 2006, and creates the 
opportunity for Zoo visitors to park at the Aquarium/
Botanic Garden, purchase a combo pass to the 

Barelas homes.  Currently, the Zoo is planning to 
build a 2 � story parking structure at the corner of 
Tenth Street and Stover Avenue, which will have an 
interactive exhibit on the top floor.  This will alleviate 
some of the parking problem in the neighborhood, 
though it will not address neighbors’ concerns about 
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Bio Park facilities, and thereby gain admission to 
the Zoo through the western Train entrance.  As 
consumers become more aware of the Train, and 
the program is expanded to support greater rider 
capacity, this could be a viable way to redirect Zoo 
users from Tenth Street to other parking areas 
within the Bio Park, providing convenient access to 
the Zoo facility. 

Meanwhile, the National Hispanic Cultural Center 
has not yet begun work on a parking structure, 
though its current facilities are not sufficient to 
meet the parking demand for major events.

5. Public Safety, Social Services, and 
Community Facilities

One of the major goals of the 1993 Sector 
Development Plan was to “eliminate conditions 
which are detrimental to public health, safety, and 
welfare.” Unfortunately, the Barelas community 
continues to face a high crime rate, particularly 
related to drug use, gangs, and theft.  In addition, 
Barelas is the location for two of the City’s major 
homeless service providers – the Albuquerque 
Rescue Mission and The Good Shepherd Refuge.  
In addition to homeless services, Barelas has 
social services for elderly and youth populations. 
Furthermore, Barelas is home and neighbor to a 
number of other important community facilities, 
such as the Rio Grande Zoo, the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center, the Barelas Community Center and 
the Rail Yards.

Public Safety

Public safety is a major issue in Barelas.  The 
community suffers from theft, vagrancy, and the 
presence of drugs and gangs in the neighborhood.  
This is compounded by the perception that 

there is an overall lack of law enforcement, which 
translates as insufficient police surveillance and 
slow police response time.  Some residents feel they 
cannot enjoy their neighborhood because they are 
afraid to leave their homes due to security issues.  
Meanwhile, businesses suffer when potential clients 
from outside the area perceive that Barelas is 
dangerous.  This also discourages new businesses 
from locating in the community. 

Source: Graph and table created from data on Crime Statistics page of the City of Albuquerque web site. 
Available at http://www.cabq.gov/onlinesvcs/crimestats/Years/allyearsDI035.HTM. Accessed 2-14-06.

* Barelas in these charts is defined by the boundaries of the Barelas Neighborhood Association, rather than the area delineated in the 
Barelas Sector Plan.
Note: Not all categories of crimes reported are represented in these charts. 

** Data for 2005 was available only through September.  Calculations for October through December 2005 were estimated based on 
existing 2005 data, so the totals presented in this table are merely estimates and may not reflect the actual number of crimes. 

Crime statistics from 2000 support Bareleños’ 
cause for concern.  Compared to Albuquerque as 
a whole, Barelas had a higher per capita crime rate 
in that year.  Although the rate of theft crimes and 
sex crimes was comparable to the Albuquerque 
average, the rate of assault crimes, crimes related 
to disorderly conduct and vandalism, and narcotics 
offenses is significantly higher.  On the positive side, 
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crime in Barelas has trended down since 2000, with 
the notable exception of drug-related offenses (see 
Figure 24).  It remains to be seen whether this is a 
long-term trend, or if in fact crime is slowly rising 
again.  Regardless, crime is still an important issue 
that must be addressed in order to improve public 
safety and the business climate in Barelas.
The distribution of crime in 2005 was 
spread throughout the neighborhood, 
although there were slightly higher 
concentrations near the edges of the 
community.  Iron Avenue, as well as Third 
and Fourth Streets appear to be particular 
hot spots for crime.  Residents confirmed 
these locations as troublesome areas, 
identifying the corner of Iron Avenue and 
Third Street as a known drug-dealing 
corner.

Social Services

The Barelas neighborhood hosts a number 
of important social services for residents 
and Albuquerque as a whole. Currently, 
there are twelve social services agencies 
located within the Barelas Sector Plan 
area, as shown on Figure 25.  These 
organizations are listed in Appendix 
B, arranged by the type of service they 
provide.  

Children / Elderly Services

A number of services cater to children 
and seniors in Barelas.  In addition to 
the Community Center, the Barelas Child 
Development Center and the Centro de 
Amor Headstart program provide day-care 
and child development services to young 
children in Barelas.  However, no programs 

target older school-age children and teenagers 
specifically.  Older Bareleños can take advantage of 
the Hibernian House Senior Housing as well as the 
Barelas Multi-Service Senior Center, which offer a 
variety of services.  

Homeless Services

Barelas is home to several major homeless service 
providers, including the Albuquerque Rescue 
Mission (ARM) and the Good Shepherd Refuge, 
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as well as smaller organizations such as the 
Bunkhouse.  These are all clustered on the periphery 
of Barelas – two are found near the neighborhood’s 
northeastern boundary by Iron Avenue and Second 
Street, and a third is further south on Second 
Street near Pacific Avenue.  Many residents and 
business owners perceive that the neighborhood 
has suffered economically and socially due to these 
organizations’ and transient peoples’ presence in 
their community.  However, the shelters contend 
that homeless people are not attracted to Barelas 
because of these services, but rather that the 
services first located in the neighborhood because 
the homeless population was already there.  In 
fact, the homeless are found in Barelas because the 
neighborhood forms part of the Downtown core, 
and is in close proximity to the bus depot.  
At the same time, the shelters make a distinction 
between emergency services and other 
programming.  They acknowledge that emergency 
services (such as emergency shelter and meals) 
are more likely to attract the transients that cause 
the neighborhood concern.  Meanwhile, the long-
term supervised residential programs offered by 
the Albuquerque Rescue Mission and the Good 
Shepherd, which include employment and housing 
assistance, educational programs, and drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation services, work with clients 
to get them permanently off the streets.  Both 
organizations have a stronger focus on long-term 
programming (which requires clients to live at the 
shelters and be on-site at all times) rather than on 
the provision of emergency services.  

In addition, the Albuquerque Police Department 
notes that homeless people are generally not the 
ones engaging in crime, especially the purchase of 
drugs, as they have no money to engage in those 
activities.  At the same time, local residents have 
observed that drug-dealers are able to get away 
with crime by blending in with homeless clients 

around the shelters.  This problem is compounded 
because shelters refuse to allow entrance to people 
who are intoxicated or under the influence of drugs; 
hence these people sometimes convene on Barelas’ 
streets.  

To address this problem, both organizations have 
recently stepped up security measures around their 
shelters.  The Rescue Mission has formally met 
with APD about how to address the neighborhood’s 
security concerns, and the Department assisted 
in training the shelter’s four full-time security staff 
members.  ARM also recently installed an enhanced 
camera system around the perimeter of its facility.  
The Good Shepherd also takes security seriously.  
They have implemented sidewalk patrols around 
the entire block where their shelter is located.  The 
facility also opens its courtyard an hour before its 
services and meals are provided so that homeless 
clients can wait inside rather than congregate on the 
streets.   

Finally, in addition to providing help to the homeless 
population, the Albuquerque Rescue Mission 
and the Good Shepherd Refuge offer important 
and needed services to Barelas residents.  For 

Hispano Chamber of Commerce

example, ARM delivers food baskets to low-income 
families in the neighborhood, and has provided 
Thanksgiving turkeys and toys at Christmas time 
to over 100 families in the community.  Meanwhile, 
the Good Shepherd provides refreshments for 
the community’s annual Las Posadas event, and 
voluntarily cleans up the Centro de Amor Headstart 
school grounds on a regular basis.  The Refuge has 
also purchased an adjacent vacant lot and a known 
crack house, which have been cleaned up, fenced in, 
rehabilitated, and made into a small park and usable 
building.  Finally, both organizations’ meal provision 
is available to the public, and some Barelas residents 
frequently use this service, especially women, 
children, and elderly community members.

Other Services 

Other social services in Barelas include the St. 
Vincent de Paul thrift store, which provides clothing 
assistance, and the Barelas Job Opportunity Center, 
located in the Hispano Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Barelas Community Development Corporation.

Barelas Community Center
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Community Facilities

Barelas is home to the Rio Grande Zoo, the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center, the Barelas Community 
Center, and other facilities including the local 
elementary school, churches, and parks (see Figure 
25).

The Barelas Community Center is a focal point 
in the neighborhood, and provides a gathering 
place for various community organizations and 
activities, in addition to its regular programs. It is of 
significant historical and cultural importance to the 
neighborhood, and provides a valuable resource for 
community gatherings.
The Rio Grande Zoo forms part of the Albuquerque 
Biological Park.  It features year-round exhibits, 
events, and activities, as well as a narrow gauge rail 
with two trains, one which loops through the Zoo, 
and another that connects to Tingley Beach and 
the Aquarium/Botanic Garden. In the summer, up 
to four children are allowed free entry to the Zoo if 
accompanied by one paying adult.  Despite these 
services, there is not a lot of connection between the 
Zoo and the Barelas community.  Furthermore, the 
neighborhood suffers from overflow parking onto 
local streets during the weekends and special events.  
Currently, a parking structure is proposed for the 
corner of Tenth Street and Stover Avenue, although 
funding has not been secured for this. 

The National Hispanic Cultural Center (NHCC) is 
located just to the south of the Plan area, but has 
attempted to create a strong presence in the Barelas 
neighborhood.  The Center has a photo collection 
donated by local residents that documents Barelas’ 
history from the 1880s to the 1970s.  It has also 
recorded the oral histories of Bareleños, which may 
be turned into a documentary film in the future.  
In addition, the NHCC partnered with the New 
Mexico Symphony to bring a series of concerts to 

the Dolores Gonzales Elementary School.  Students 
from the school also frequently attend events at 
the Center on field trips, due to the fact that the 
two facilities are within walking distance of one 
another.  The NHCC offers free entrance to its 
museum on Sundays, and provides several free 
events throughout the year, including its Día de 
Niño (Children’s Day) programming.  The Center 
is constructing an Education Building which can 
be an important resource for schoolchildren as 
well as community members who wish to use it for 
neighborhood organizing and events. 

There are several parks and recreational spaces 
located in and around Barelas.  Tingley Park is 
located on Eighth Street, in between the Barelas 
Community Center and the Zoo.  There is also a 
community pool located between Stover and Iron 
Avenues, just north of the Zoo.  Several small pocket 
parks are located throughout the plan area.  The 
redevelopment of the Rail Yards should provide an 
opportunity to create additional community park 
spaces in the neighborhood.  In addition, the Kit 
Carson Park and Tingley Beach are located just 
outside of Barelas to the northwest.  Finally, Barelas 
borders the Bosque on its western edge.  

The other community facilities of note in Barelas 
include the Dolores Gonzales Elementary School.  
The school is an important institution in the 
community.  The currently closed Coronado School 
will reopen in 2009, providing another educational 
facility in the neighborhood.

In addition, there are several places of worship 
that play an important role in the community. The 
Sacred Heart Church on Fourth Street received two 
beams from the fallen World Trade Center in New 
York City for its new bell tower.  This is a source of 
community pride that adds another level of historical 
significance to Barelas.  Other churches and temples 

are also found within the plan area.

6. Economic Development 

Barelas has the potential to become a vibrant, 
economically stable neighborhood in Downtown.  
The Rail Yards and the South Barelas Industrial 
Park, which border Barelas, provide opportunities 
for large-scale economic development projects.  
Meanwhile, the Fourth Street Corridor has been 
identified as an area for small-scale commercial and 
retail revitalization.  Some of the issues related to 
economic development are covered in other sections 
of this document: for example, improving property 
appearance, reducing crime, and directing the flow 
of traffic through commercial rather than residential 
areas.  However, there are also issues of business 
recruitment and retention, workforce training, 
and the development of specific sites that will be 
discussed in this section of the Sector Plan. 

Redevelopment of the Rail Yards

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail Yards, most 
of whose buildings date to the 1915-1925 decade, 
used to be a booming center of economic activity for 
Barelas and the rest of Albuquerque.  They brought 
jobs, tourism, and vitality to what had been a quiet, 
agriculturally-based community. However, the 
conversion from steam to diesel locomotives led to 
the decline of the Railroad industry in Albuquerque.  
Since then, the property has remained vacant, 
with only a few dilapidated but historic buildings 
reflecting previous times of prosperity. 

Since the 1993 Sector Plan was adopted, the 
Rail Yards have been opened up for private 
development.  In November 2007, the City of 
Albuquerque purchased the Rail Yards in order to 
be able to control the redevelopment process and 
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future uses of the site.  The City understands that 
it will be imperative to find ways for he project to 
positively affect the community and that important 
considerations include finding ways to create jobs 
that fit the skill base of residents and avoiding the 
displacement of long-standing Barelas residents.

In addition to the economic development aspect 
of the property, historic preservation of the existing 
structures is another consideration.  Currently the 
site has many dilapidated but unique buildings that 
provide an important opportunity for redevelopment 
that is reminiscent of Barelas’ and Albuquerque’s 
Railroad past.

Business Retention and Recruitment

There are currently 93 businesses located in Barelas. 
Of those, nearly 54% are in the service industry, 
while another 20% are in retail.  The majority are 
located along Fourth Street, though some are 
interspersed throughout and on the edges of the 
neighborhood.  

A Strategic Development Plan for Barelas completed 
by the Barelas CDC in 2000 identified strategic 
needs to make Barelas a better place in which 
to live, work, visit, invest and conduct business.  
The high priority needs revolve around the needs 
of community residents and the community 
environment.  High priority needs for residents are 
to improve education and skill level to increase the 
ability of Barelas residents to secure higher paying 
jobs.  High priorities for improving the business 
environment include reducing crime and improving 
the community’s housing stock. 

A marketing strategy for South Fourth Street 
commercial district, conducted by the City in 1999, 
noted that the commercial districts in the Barelas 
neighborhood are following a pattern of an evolving 

ethnic commercial district that serves a local 
population.  The population served by Fourth Street 
businesses is growing because of residential infill 
in Barelas and adjacent neighborhoods.  There is 
potential to expand existing businesses and recruit 
new businesses to serve regional and national 
visitors to the Hispanic Cultural Center, downtown 
Albuquerque and other nearby attractions.

The importance of the Fourth Street commercial/
retail corridor was recognized in the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Plan and the 1993 Sector Plan.  
Implementation of these plans has included 
streetscape improvements, the renovation of the 
Red Ball Café and other façade improvements.  
Opportunities include attracting businesses that 
will meet local shopping needs as well as spin-offs 
from the Zoo and other Quality of Life projects.  
This could help Barelas capture economic benefits 
from tourists visiting Albuquerque. In addition, the 
National Hispanic Cultural Center is considering 
creating a mixed-use arts incubator at the corner of 
Cesar Chavez Avenue and Fourth Street.  This would 
provide support to emerging Barelas artisans and 
artists. 

Another area with economic development potential 
is the northeast quadrant of Barelas between 
Coal and Stover Avenues and First and Second 
Streets.  This would be a prime site to create a 
Warehouse District, similar to the one outlined in 
the Downtown 2010 Plan.  This designation would 
encourage the adaptive reuse of vacant industrial 
buildings. Intended uses might include residential, 
commercial, office, retail, and artist work/live 
facilities. 

Currently, some small push-cart vendors pass 
through Barelas.  These types of enterprises can 
provide a stepping stone for budding entrepreneurs.  
There is an opportunity to create a more amenable 

environment to attract mobile and concession-stand 
types of business, particularly in the core of Barelas 
where the Community Center, Tingley Park, and Zoo 
form a pedestrian corridor.

Community Capacity

Redevelopment and business recruitment and 
retention are intended to increase the number 
of quality jobs available in Barelas.  To ensure 
that Barelas residents can take advantage of new 
opportunities, public resources should be invested 
in raising educational levels and the skill level of 
workers.  

A number of resources are located within the 
neighborhood and nearby in downtown to improve 
education and skill levels of working age adults and 
youth.  Currently, the Hispano Chamber . . .  Central 
New Mexico Community College provides affordable 
education and training, and local schools and 
programs through the Barelas Community Center 
are resources for education of the community’s 
youth.  Lack of awareness of available programs, 
the cost of tuition and transportation may 
prevent residents from taking advantage of these 
opportunities.  Local organizations such as the 
Hispano Chamber and the Barelas CDC can help 
interested residents overcome these barriers.
Currently, the Hispano Chamber of Commerce 
and its Barelas Job Opportunity Center offer 
small business assistance and workforce training 
programs, including bilingual certification.  These 
are important assets to the community.  

South Barelas Industrial Park

The South Barelas Industrial Park, located just 
south of the plan area, is currently home to Bueno 
Foods, El Modelo Mexican Foods, and Rose’s Paper. 
However, much of the Park is unoccupied and 
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presents an opportunity to house new industrial 
tenants.  

D.  Community-Identified   
      Issues

The following information was compiled through 
the public’s participation in Steering Committee 
meetings and Public Meetings.  It highlights the 
main problems that Barelas residents, stakeholders, 
and other participants in the planning process have 
identified in their community. 

1. Land Use  

Historic Preservation

Barelas residents recognize the historic significance 
of some buildings in their area.  They believe it 
is important to find ways to preserve and protect 
the historic nature of these structures, while also 
ensuring that new development blends aesthetically 
with the existing styles.  However, they also are 
wary of creating regulations that will greatly restrict 
property owners’ rights and flexibility.  For this 
reason, many believe that using an approach of 
suggested design guidelines is the best solution.  
Currently, none of Barelas’ historic buildings, nor its 
registered historic district, are specifically protected 
by any City of Albuquerque regulation, with the 
exception of the Railway Fire Station, which is a City 
Landmark. All the Rail Yards shops have historic 
significance to Barelas and the City of Albuquerque.  
Residents believe redevelopment efforts should take 
this significance into account.  They envision artwork 
reflecting the Railroad heritage as well as a public 
gateway to the site.  Residents have also expressed a 
desire to designate Barelas as the Historic Railroad 
District.

Parks and Community Space

Residents would like to see the development of a 
plaza or other community gathering place in their 
community.  

Vacant and Agricultural Lands

Participants noted that vacant lots in Barelas are 
underutilized real estate and contribute negatively 
to neighborhood quality. Many are overgrown and 
contain trash.  Residents also noted that there are 
few opportunities to engage in agriculture and 
gardening, which were historically significant land 
uses in the area.

Neighboring Areas

Participants in this planning process feel that 
South Barelas is part of their community and 
lament the fact that this Sector Plan Update does 
not encompass this area.  They believe that future 
planning efforts should consider the southern and 
northern portions of Barelas to be one cohesive 
community.  

Residents are aware of redevelopment efforts in 
the Downtown area, and believe that the border 
between the two neighborhoods should be subtle 
and compatible.

2. Zoning 

Residential

The most important issue noted by stakeholders is 
that 25’ residential lots cannot be developed under 
current zoning regulations.  In addition, other 
standard zoning regulations, such as setbacks, 
create non-conformance issues in the area. 

Commercial

Community members believe that current zoning 
does not promote commercial development, and 
they would like to see more flexible regulations.  
They also identified the horizontal pattern of mixed 
use (housing next to businesses) that exists along 
Fourth Street as no longer supporting a vibrant 
street life.

Industrial

Barelas has unused industrial properties zoned 
C-3 (Heavy Commercial) and HM (Heavy 
Manufacturing), which participants believe no longer 
represent an appropriate land use for a residential 
neighborhood.

3. Transportation

Vehicular Circulation and Public 
Transportation

Barelas residents have several concerns related to 
vehicular circulation and public transportation in 
their neighborhood.  They perceive that too many 
vehicles pass through their community at high 
speeds, particularly along Eighth Street during 
morning and evening rush hours.  This traffic is 
likely generated by commuters going to and from 
the Downtown area, as well as people visiting area 
amenities such as the Rio Grande Zoo.  While 
some areas of Barelas suffer from too much traffic, 
residents are also concerned that Fourth Street 
does not carry enough vehicles to support vibrant 
commercial activity.  A third issue is that one-way 
streets (such as Second and Third Streets) detract 
from overall residential quality and traffic flow.  In 
terms of public transportation, community members 
feel that bus routes and stops are inconvenient and 
infrequent.  Also, buses do not arrive on schedule, 
and sometimes do not stop for waiting clients.  
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Furthermore, there are no public transportation 
connections to the Zoo or other “String of Pearls” 
amenities, and public transportation links to UNM 
and CNM are long and circuitous. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation 

Barelas community members identified the general 
lack of crosswalks in their neighborhood as an 
important issue to be addressed.  In particular, they 
noted the importance of creating safe pedestrian 
connections between green spaces and community 
places (such as Tingley Park and the Barelas 
Community Center).  Residents also identified 
areas where sidewalks are either lacking or need 
improvement.  Bicyclists in Barelas are concerned 
about their safety on Eighth Street, which is a 
designated bike route, but lacks traffic calming 
measures to protect riders.  They hope to see the 
development of marked bike lanes on several streets 
in Barelas.  Finally, residents note that although 
their neighborhood is adjacent to the Bosque, a 
significant natural amenity, there are no pedestrian 
connections to this area. 

Parking

The principal concern related to parking is that the 
neighborhood experiences overflow parking from 
Downtown and special events at the Zoo and the 
National Hispanic Cultural Center. 

4. Public Safety, Social Services, and 
Community Facilities

Public Safety

Public safety continues to be a key concern of 
Barelas community members.  They emphasize 
that crime, including drugs, vagrancy, and theft, 

threatens personal safety of residents and creates 
a negative business climate.  Residents highlighted 
several factors that they believe contribute to the 
crime problem.  First, they identified the presence 
of several homeless shelters and blood banks as the 
main sources of crime in their community.  Although 
participants recognize the important and necessary 
functions that these organizations provide to 
Albuquerque as a whole, many believe that Barelas 
has borne the brunt of negative impacts from these 
services.  As a long-term goal, residents would like 
to see the eventual relocation of the shelters and 
blood banks outside of their neighborhood.  In 
addition, people noted that the high number of 
absentee landlords creates an environment where 
tenants are not screened and may engage in criminal 
activities.  Physical conditions, such as a lack of 
street lighting, undergrowth in the Bosque, and the 
abundance of vacant lots and alleyways are also 
perceived to exacerbate crime.  People also believe 
that the expansion of the Diamond-Shamrock gas 
station has led to more visible alcohol abuse and 
vagrancy in the area.  These issues, combined with 
a neighborhood perception that there is inadequate 
police presence in Barelas, are deemed to contribute 
to the high rate of crime in this neighborhood.

Social Services

Participants in the planning process recognized that 
there are in fact many available services for Barelas 
residents.  Unfortunately, many people are unaware 
of the amount and type of these services, which 
suggests the need for greater outreach on the part of 
service providers.

Community Facilities

Barelas residents value their Community Center, but 
feel that it needs to have extended hours, particularly 

during the weekend to better serve its clients.  The 
Center would also benefit from increased funding 
and staffing, and physical improvements such as 
sidewalk improvements, and the protection of the 
murals in the Indian Room. 

In addition to the traffic and parking concerns noted 
previously, residents are concerned that the Rio 
Grande Zoo and the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center are not as connected and accessible to 
the neighborhood as they could be.  Participants 
noted that parks in Barelas need revitalization, 
maintenance, and security. Finally, residents 
highlighted the need to protect and enhance the role 
of local schools and churches in Barelas. 

Home Ownership and Affordability

Bareleños have several key concerns related 
to housing.  First and foremost is the issue of 
affordability.  Residents are concerned that economic 
revitalization of their neighborhood and nearby 
Downtown could lead to the gradual displacement 
of residents (gentrification) as property taxes and 
housing costs rise.  In addition to affordability, 
residents want to promote home ownership, 
since they perceive that the high number of rental 
properties in Barelas works against its stability and 
cohesiveness as a neighborhood.  Participants also 
identified the issue of property appearance.  They 
feel that many properties have an unattractive 
appearance or are not properly maintained 
(sometimes due to ownership by absentee 
landlords).  A final issue is that current electricity 
and high-speed Internet service provision is not 
adequate to meet the needs of existing and future 
development.
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5. Economic Development

Redevelopment of the Rail Yards

The Rail Yards property has high potential for future 
redevelopment.  Barelas residents emphasize the 
importance of finding ways for redevelopment to 
benefit the community economically, aesthetically, 
and functionally.  They highlight the importance 
of creating employment opportunities for local 
people and mitigating any negative impact that 
redevelopment might have.  Participants also 
value the historic nature of existing structures on 
the property, and feel that redevelopment should 
recognize and celebrate the Railroad past.  

Some residents have suggested neighborhood 
supportive retail in the Rail Yard development, 
such as a plaza with restaurants, retail, and space 
for performing arts, café, bakery, laundromat, 
hardware store, bank, supermarket, and convenience 
store.  Residents also suggested the creation of 
a Mercado/marketplace to support local owners 
(such as incubator and innovative business) and 
local artisans.  Although such uses need to be 
considered as part of an economic and physical 
planning process for the Rail Yards, they should 
not compromise the revitalization of 4th Street.  
Furthermore, depending on the ownership status 
of the old A&P site, residents would like to see 
the A&P property included in the Master Planning 
Process for the redevelopment of the Rail Yards and 
have expressed a desire for the site to be used as 
a gateway to the Rail Yards.  The Master Planning 
Process should also address the future interface 
between the Historic Locomotive Shops Zone 
(SU-2/HLS) and the Warehouse District Zone (SU-2/
WD).

Business Retention and Recruitment

Stakeholders identified several issues related to 
business retention and recruitment.  In general, 
they identified a need to attract and retain new 
businesses and industry to Barelas.  In particular, 
businesses that meet local shopping needs (such 
as grocery stores and Laundromats) are desired.  
Furthermore, zoning regulations must fit community 
goals to create commercial development in the area.
 

Community Capacity

Bareleños feel that their community would strongly 
benefit from job training and career assistance.  In 
particular, they envision locating a trade school 
in the neighborhood, possibly on the Rail Yards 
property. 

South Barelas Industrial Park

Although not encompassed by this Sector Plan, 
South Barelas has important ties to Barelas.  
Residents believe that it is important for the 
South Barelas Industrial Park to actively seek new 
industries, especially those that are environmentally-
clean and can provide jobs for people in neighboring 
communities.

6. Community Priorities

Though all of the issues listed above are important 
to Bareleños, some are more essential for the 
viability and stability of the neighborhood.  During 
the planning process, as stakeholders identified 
issues of concern, goals for the future of their 
community began to take shape.  During the second 
public meeting, participants voted on the top ten 
goals that they felt were most important.  These 
fall under several categories.  Although some may 

be out of the scope of a Sector Development Plan, 
they are worth mentioning here as they inform 
Barelas residents’ vision for the future of their 
neighborhood.   

The number one goal chosen by participants was to 
facilitate the development of 25’ lots in a way that is 
consistent with existing styles.  Achieving this goal 
may help address other issues, such as reducing the 
number of vacant lots, and creating infill housing.  
In fact, the seventh most important goal was to 
establish affordable, infill housing.   
The second highest priority identified by Public 
Meeting participants was the relocation of blood 
banks and homeless shelters outside of Barelas.  
Many believe that this would create a more 
amenable business environment and improve 
the safety and appearance of the neighborhood.  
At the same time, other residents feel that it is 
important for Barelas to provide these much needed 
services to Albuquerque’s transient population.  
Regardless, they are private services, and it is not 
within the scope of a Sector Plan to call for their 
relocation.  However, this Plan does make various 
recommendations about how to mitigate negative 
impacts on the neighborhood, while encouraging the 
eventual voluntary relocation of the organizations.   

Three of the community’s top ten goals are 
related to economic development.  The third most 
important overall priority was to provide well-
paying jobs for Barelas residents, both in the South 
Barelas Industrial Park and through Rail Yards 
redevelopment.  A related goal in the top ten list was 
to redevelop the Rail Yards in a manner that benefits 
the community as a whole.  Finally, stakeholders see 
that an important objective is to create zoning that 
encourages retail and commercial development in 
the area.  
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The fifth and tenth most important goals, 
respectively, were to reduce property-negligence 
problems related to absentee landlords, and to 
improve property care and appearance.  Again, 
stakeholders feel that improving the physical 
conditions of their neighborhood will improve the 
quality of life for residents.

As noted previously, traffic issues are problematic in 
Barelas.  Meeting participants identified the goal of 
reducing and calming traffic on Eighth Street (while 
encouraging the use of Fourth Street) as the eighth 
most important objective. 

Finally, the ninth most important goal was to 
establish a community plaza or gathering space 
in Barelas.  Two locations, the Barelas Community 
Center and an area near the Sacred Heart Church, 
were identified as possible sites for an outdoor 
square, but there was no clear consensus as to 
which was preferred.  

Although there are many factors that influence the 
creation of a Sector Development Plan, including 
external aspects such as how the neighborhood fits 
with the larger context, community concerns and 
priorities were kept in the forefront as the Barelas 
update was written.
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A. Vision for Barelas
The vision for the future of Barelas is strongly 
connected to the unique history of this Railroad 
Era residential community.  The community 
envisions the Barelas of tomorrow as a place 
that reflects both the character and ambiance 
of the past.  There will be special effort made to 
protect and enhance examples of historic Barelas 
residential and commercial architecture and allow 
for new construction that reflects the character of 
the past.  The future neighborhood is envisioned 
as largely owner occupied with a mix of socio-
economic groups that creates an opportunity for 
multi generational Bareleños to remain in the 
neighborhood.  The neighborhood will be pedestrian 
oriented and provide for the basic needs of the 
residents related to shopping, recreation, social 
services and education.  Parks will be improved to 
better meet the needs of the community and an area 
near the Community Center will be developed as a 
central community gathering place.  

The Community Center’s hours will be expanded 
to more effectively function as the Barelas center 
for community activities.  Several of the homeless 
service providers that are currently operating in the 
neighborhood will be relocated to sites outside of 
Barelas to significantly lessen the concentration of 
these facilities in the neighborhood. Social service 
providers will expand their presence in Barelas to 
provide expanded opportunities for residents.

Traffic will be “calmed” on Second, Third and Eighth 
Streets and pedestrian crossing opportunities will 
be clearly identified.  These streets, along with 
Fourth Street, will still function as major carriers 
of north-south traffic but will be reconfigured to 
make them more effective as neighborhood serving 
streets.  This will include the conversion of Second 
and Third Streets to two way traffic to better function 

as residential streets with ample on-street parking 
opportunities. 
A clear and effective pedestrian and bicycle 
circulation system will be created in the 
neighborhood through sidewalk improvements and 
bicycle route identification.  Additional pedestrian 
and bicycle connections to Tingley Beach and the 
Bosque will be created. 

There will be a vibrant mixed use shopping area 
along Fourth Street with retail shops on the ground 
floor and residential units above many of the stores.  
Parking for these shops will be on the street or 
on surface lots behind the buildings fronting on 
Fourth Street.  Efforts will be made to direct more 
traffic on to Fourth Street to enhance its role as the 
neighborhood’s commercial street.

Adjacent land uses will be compatible with the 
goals of the community with the Zoo providing 
ample off street parking to minimize impact on the 
neighborhood and exploring multiple entry points 
to the Bio Park to create options for access from 
the West.  The Rail Yards will be redeveloped as a 
mixed use area with housing buffering the Barelas 
community and will include commercial activities 
that will provide both access to additional goods and 
services for the neighborhood as well the potential 
for employment opportunities for Bareleños.  The 
National Hispanic Cultural Center will develop 
additional off street parking facilities to eliminate the 
impact of overflow parking on Barelas during major 
events at the Center.  The South Barelas Industrial 
Park will continue to develop to provide expanded 
employment opportunities in the immediate area.  
The Downtown 2010 Plan will continue to promote 
residential development at its edge with Barelas 
to provide for a positive transition and effective 
buffering from the more intensive commercial, 
institutional and entertainment activities found in 
the core. 

The future Barelas neighborhood will continue to 
be a unique and historic inner city neighborhood 
that reflects the positive aspects of its past both 
physically and culturally while at the same time 
exceeding 21st century standards for high quality 
center city neighborhoods.

B. Goals, Policies and    
    Recommended Actions

As noted previously, the planning process for the 
Sector Plan update began with the community-led 
identification of issues in the Barelas neighborhood.  
Based on these issues, goals for the future were 
developed.  Next, the project team in collaboration 
with the community came up with recommended 
actions to achieve the objectives.  The City policies 
and actions recommended to address these 
objectives comprise the main body of this Plan.  
Within each section, the actions are organized in the 
following categories. 

Regulations take effect upon adoption of the Plan. 

Capital improvements are those initiatives that 
make physical improvements to the neighborhood.  
The City allocates funds through the Capital 
Implementation Program (CIP) for these projects, 
which come from the General Obligation Bonds 
and other sources.  The types of projects in Barelas 
that could be funded by CIP include improvements 
to roads, parks and trails, water and sewage 
improvements, physical public safety improvements, 
and public artwork.

Program enhancements refer to recommended 
actions that would be undertaken by existing City, 
County, or State departments, or other publicly-
funded entities.  They include improvements or 
suggested additions to current programs.  
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Community and private initiatives apply to 
actions that could be implemented by non-profit 
organizations, service providers, private businesses, 
individual community members and groups, and 
other non-governmental bodies.  

The goals, policies, and recommended actions for 
each of the five main planning topics are contained 
within the following sections. 

1. Land Use and Zoning

The goal is to create land uses and zoning in Barelas 
that are compatible with its function as a residential 
urban neighborhood, respect its historic significance, 
and help foster a sense of community.

The primary issues regarding land use are the 
preservation of existing historical structures and the 
creation of compatible new developments.  Barelas 
has many historic residences and commercial 
buildings, in addition to the unique Railroad shops.  
Restoring and protecting these historic sites will 
help preserve the character of the community.  New 
development must also be compatible with existing 
styles.  Currently, this is a challenge because of 
the presence of 25’ lots in Barelas.  Existing 25’ 
lots that were legal when they were platted can be 
developed under zoning code provisions for non-
conforming lot size.  However, current regulations 
presume a single family lot width of 40 feet for new 
platting.  For example, existing zoning regulations 
specify setbacks that make development of these 
parcels difficult, so they either remain vacant, or are 
consolidated with several lots and large homes are 
built which are out of character with the rest of the 

neighborhood.  

Furthermore, zoning does not encourage 
residents’ vision of vertical mixed-use commercial 
development along certain corridors, particularly 
Fourth Street and Coal Avenue.  In addition, there 
are several unused properties, most notably the 
Rail Yards, that are zoned for industrial uses that 
may no longer embrace the community’s vision of 
the future.  Finally, there are no design guidelines 
to direct the construction of new development.  
Participants in the planning process believe that 
it is important for new development to blend 
aesthetically with existing building styles.  However, 
they also are wary of creating regulations that will 
greatly restrict property owners’ rights and flexibility.  
For this reason, many believe that using an approach 

of suggested design guidelines is the best solution.  

Other important land use considerations are the use 
of vacant properties and neighboring areas. Vacant 
lots and unused alleys in Barelas bring down the 
physical appearance of the neighborhood, and are 
considered nuisances because of the perception that 
crime occurs in these spaces.  As for neighboring 
areas, residents want to ensure the inclusion of 
the South Barelas neighborhood in future planning 
efforts.  In addition, Downtown Albuquerque is 
undergoing redevelopment and revitalization, 
spurred by the adoption of the Downtown 2010 
Plan in 2000.  It is important to create a subtle and 
harmonious transition from the Downtown area to 
the Barelas neighborhood.

1.1 Land Use and Zoning Policies

LUZ1. The City shall take steps to maintain and 
preserve the historic quality of Barelas.

LUZ2. The City shall facilitate infill residential 
development of 25’ lots.

LUZ3. The City shall encourage new development 
that blends aesthetically with existing structures. 

LUZ4. The City shall encourage vertical mixed-
use commercial development in appropriate 
areas of Barelas.
LUZ5. The City shall take steps to encourage the 
productive use of vacant lots and alleys.  Alleys 
should be utilized to provide vehicular access 
to parking and services, which helps preserve a 
pedestrian-friendly street environment.

LUZ6. The City shall work to create compatible 
uses in areas adjacent to Barelas, including 
South Barelas and Downtown Albuquerque. 

LUZ7. The City shall optimize the use of 
Metropolitan redevelopment resources to 
improve both Barelas and South Barelas.
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1.2. Actions

1.2.1 Zoning, Regulations, and Guidelines 

1.2.1.a Zoning revisions.  Adopt new zoning 
proposals outlined in Section 6 
of the Plan. Areas to be rezoned 
are shown in Figure 26. The 
Adopted Zoning Map in Figure 
36 shows all zoning in place 
with the adoption of the Sector 
Development Plan.  This zoning 
facilitates the development of 
single family housing on 25’ lots 
with appropriate lot width, size, 
and setback requirements.  It 
also allows for accessory dwelling 
units (or “granny flats”) on 
single family home lots.  Finally, 
it creates a Warehouse District, 
to encourage adaptive reuse of 
vacant manufacturing buildings, 
and a special Rail Yards zone 
to spur redevelopment of 
that property in a way that is 
compatible with neighborhood 
desires. 

1.2.1.b Design guidelines. Adopt voluntary  
residential design guidelines 
summarized in Section 6 and 
elaborated in Appendix F. 

1.2.2 Program Enhancements

1.2.2.a Planning for South Barelas. 
Consider allocating funds to plan 
for South Barelas (extending 
south from Bridge Boulevard 
to the City limits) by creating 

Barelas Sector Development Plan
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Figure 26. Proposed Rezoning and Zone Modification

a Sector Development Plan for 
that area or updating the existing 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
plan.  Link planning for Southern 
Barelas with the Barelas Sector Plan 
to make them compatible.  Involve 
residents and stakeholders from 
the northern portion of Barelas 

in the South Barelas planning 
process.  Alternatively, when the 
Barelas Sector Development Plan is 
updated in the future, extend that 
Plan’s boundaries to include the 
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South Barelas neighborhood.

1.2.2.b Apply for City Landmark 
designation of the historic portion 
of the Barelas Community 
Center, located at 801 
Barelas Road SW, and for the 
Superintendent’s House, Atlantic  
and Pacific Railroad, 
located at 1203 2nd 
Street SW (see Figure 
27).

1.2.2.c Apply for City Landmark 
designation of the 
entire Locomotive 
Shops complex, 
located at 1400 2nd 
Street SW, and prepare 
specific development 
guidelines conducive to 
appropriate preservation, 
redevelopment, and 
reuse of the complex 
(see Figure 27).

1.2.2.d Historic rehabilitation 
assistance. Create a grant 
or loan program using 
El Encanto/UDAG funds 
which would be used 
to assist residents and 
business owners in code 
compliance and historic 
rehabilitation.  

1.2.2.e Historic restoration 
guide. Create and 
disseminate a printed 
guide for property 
owners describing 
the historic character 
of neighborhoods in 
Central Albuquerque  
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Figure 27. Proposed for City Landmarking

and how to rehabilitate buildings 
with sensitivity to historic character.   

1.2.2.f Historic Registration.  Pursue 
official recognition of existing 
non-protected historic buildings, 
homes, and districts, particularly 

related to Railroad heritage.

1.2.2.g Historic rehabilitation. Actively 
promote historic preservation tax 
incentives and assistance available 
to local residents.
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1.2.2.h Vacant lots. Place City-owned vacant 
lots into a Community Land Trust 
for development of permanently 
affordable housing by private non-
profit developers.

1.2.3 Community and Private Initiatives

1.2.3.a Historical markers. Add historic 
markers at the entrances to 
Barelas (Fourth Street and 
Avenida Cesar Chavez; Coal 
Avenue and Eighth Street, etc). 

Indicate the neighborhood’s 
1662 town charter and 
recognize prominent Hispano 
figures from Barelas. Also 
recognize South Barelas 
as the original community 
settlement. 

 Add signage along Fourth 
Street to recognize the street’s 
designation as Highway 85 and 
explain historical significance 
of Highway 85 to the Barelas 
community.

1.2.3.b Historic Railroad District 
Designation.  Neighborhood to 
pursue designation of Barelas 
as the Historic Railroad 
District.

1.2.3.c Code compliance.  Establish 
a community-based 
code compliance group, 
“enforcement with a heart,” 
to identify non-conforming 
properties and assist owners 
in getting buildings up to 
code.  

  

Barelas Sector Development Plan

City Owned Vacant Lots      

  

    Vacant lots in the district 

City owned vacant lots
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Figure 28. Location of City-owned vacant lots

1.2.3.d Volunteer clean-up group. Create a 
citizen volunteer group to clean 
and maintain vacant lots.

1.2.3.e Community gardens. Identify lots 
and develop as community garden 
sites. Work with community-based 

groups such as Alley Gardens to 
develop side gardens that improve 
the appearance and productive 
use of alleys without obstructing 
vehicular access.
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2. Home Ownership and 
Affordability 

The goal is to provide affordable housing in Barelas, 
while also facilitating the development of market-
rate housing for homeowners and renters, and to 
improve property appearance. 

As revitalization efforts continue, it is imperative 
to improve the stock of affordable housing in 
Barelas so as to ensure long-term stability of the 
neighborhood and prevent gentrification.  At the 
same time, it is also desirable to have some market-
rate housing that contributes to the economic base 
of the neighborhood.  A mix of rental and home 
ownership options should be explored. In addition, 
maintenance of existing homes is important, both 
from a health/safety standpoint and appearance 
of the neighborhood.  Finally, it is important that 
utility provision is adequate for existing and future 
development in Barelas. 

2.1 Housing Policies

H1.  The City shall work to maintain an affordable 
housing supply in Barelas, in addition to creating 
market-rate housing as part of revitalization 
efforts.

H2.  The City shall pursue programs that support 
home ownership in Barelas, including home 
ownership for low to moderate income and first 
time buyers.

H3.  The City shall support neighborhood clean-
up initiatives and ensure that building, weed and 
litter and other building safety codes are enforced 
in Barelas to maintain property appearance and 
occupant safety.

H4.  The City shall support the development of 

new mixed-income housing of a variety of types 
and price ranges on properly zoned vacant and 
underutilized properties to increase the housing 
options for both buyers and renters.  Any City-
subsidized workforce housing project in Barelas 
shall be awarded points based on their ability 
to serve Barelas residents of particularly low 
ARea Median Income.  Through the Workforce 
Housing Trust Fund and other available 
programs, the City will work to ensure that 
affordable housing stock is maintained in the 
Barelas neighborhood.

H5. The City shall ensure the provision 
of adequate utilities for existing and new 
development in Barelas. 

2.2 Actions

2.2.1 Capital Improvements

2.2.1.a Land trust. Acquire land for a 
community land trust to provide 
permanently affordable housing 
options in Barelas. This could 
be accomplished through the 
purchase of a large parcel of 
land or as subsidies to individual 
properties (See Appendix D for 
more information about various 
land trust approaches). 

2.2.2 Program Enhancements

2.2.2.a Public redevelopment programs.  
Use public resources that provide 
financial and tax incentives to 
promote the development of 
affordable housing and subsidize 
homeownership by qualified low-
income residents NM-MFA tax 
credits, etc. in Albuquerque’s 
Pocket of Poverty, which includes 

Barelas.  These include MRA 
programs, El Encanto/UDAG 
funds (See Appendix D for more 
information). 

2.2.2.b Tax incentives for homebuyers. 
Promote programs through the New 
Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority 
that assist first time homeowners 
through financial assistance and tax 
credits (See Appendix D for more 
information).  

2.2.2.c Home ownership education.  Promote 
programs that provide home buyer 
and  homeowner education on 
financial assistance and historic 
rehabilitation, such as those offered 
by the United South Broadway 
Corporation. 

2.2.2.d Property maintenance. (Albuquerque 
Code Enforcement Division) Enforce 
building codes to ensure that 
existing homes are maintained in a 
safe condition.  In extreme situations 
of property neglect, condemn 
properties and use land to develop 
affordable housing units. 

2.2.2.e Street cleaning maintenance. 
Maintain clean streets through 
regular street cleaning particularly 
around the Rail Yards. 

2.2.2.f Electric power supply. (PNM). 
Ensure that the electric power 
supply is sufficient to support 
future redevelopment of the Rail 
Yards.  When new installations and 
improvements are made in Barelas, 
put power lines underground. 
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2.2.3 Community and Private Initiatives

2.2.3.a Community clean-up days. (Barelas 
Neighborhood Association). 
Collaborate with the City 
(Albuquerque Clean Team) to host 
neighborhood clean-up days, where 
the City can provide materials 
(gloves, bags) and arrange garbage 
pick-up. 

3. Transportation

Vehicular Circulation and Public Transportation 

The goal is to improve vehicular circulation and 
public transportation in a way that promotes the 
residential quality and pedestrian orientation of the 
neighborhood.

Barelas residents have identified the issues of traffic 
volume and speed through Barelas as damaging 
to the quality of their neighborhood.  They also see 
gaps in the public transportation system requiring 
improvement.

Eighth Street is perceived to be especially 
problematic for speeding.  Its ample width and its 
use as a connector from Bridge Boulevard to the 
Downtown area create conditions where commuters 
travel quickly through the neighborhood.  This 
poses a problem for pedestrians in particular, as 
Eighth Street is adjacent to the Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School, Tingley Park, and the Barelas 
Community Center.  The section of Tenth Street 
between Coal and Stover Avenues is another 
problem area, possibly due to traffic generated by 
the Zoo.  Finally, the one-way designation of Second 
and Third Streets enables higher traffic speeds, 
and is not favorable to small, residential areas like 
Barelas.  

In addition, Eighth Street sees a high volume of 
traffic, especially south of Marquez Avenue.  There 
is also high traffic generated at certain times by 
the Zoo and the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 
which spill over into the neighborhood.  However, 
Fourth Street, the commercial corridor of Barelas, 
does not have enough traffic to be a vibrant business 
district. 

Users of public transportation in Barelas complain 
that buses are not on time, and that they do not stop 
when waiting clients are shielded from view by the 
decorated pillars and shelters on Fourth Street.  In 
addition, riders perceive a need to stagger the bus 
schedules of the routes that use Fourth and Eighth 
Streets. 

3.1 Vehicular Circulation and Public 
Transportation Policies

T1. The City shall reduce traffic speeds 
throughout the neighborhood to reinforce 
residential quality and improve safety.  

T2. The City shall make Fourth Street the major 
carrier of north-south through traffic in Barelas, 
while calming traffic on other neighborhood 
streets.  

T3. The City shall improve public transportation 
options in Barelas and make it better served and 
linked with the City-wide public transportation 
system.  

3.2 Actions

3.2.1 Capital Improvements

3.2.1.a Traffic calming. Implement traffic 
calming that would encompass 
Second, Third and Eighth Streets 
between Bridge Boulevard and 
Coal Avenue; Tenth Street between 
Coal and Stover Avenues; and 

the intersection of Fifth Street 
and Iron Avenue.  Identify traffic 
calming priorities and designs 
to possibly include, such as bulb 
outs, enhanced pedestrian and 
bicycle crossings, on-street marked 
parking, diversion of Tingley Drive 
to Cesar Chavez including closing 
access from Tingley to Marquez, 
landscaped traffic circles, widened 
sidewalks, landscaped buffers, 
limiting access from Cesar Chavez 
to 8th Street at Cesar Chavez, 
traffic signals and signs (including 
possible four-way stop at Santa Fe 
& 8th), lane widths commensurate 
with posted speeds, chicane lane 
design, and other elements as 
appropriate.  Make the appropriate 
street improvements.

 Traffic calming was identified by the 
Steering Committee as a priority 
project.  Although Eighth Street is 
a minor arterial, it is also located 
in the core of the neighborhood 
and requires attention.  A previous 
study on Eighth Street did not 
indicate that speeding was a 
problem, but neighbors perceive 
that conditions at certain time of 
day are a concern.  In particular, 
the traffic calming should take into 
account the volume and speed of 
traffic during morning and evening 
rush hours.  The conversion of 
Second and Third Streets to two-
way roadways, and adding marked 
parking spaces and bulb-outs to 
these streets to calm traffic are also 
desired.  Finally, residents have 
identified the intersection of Fifth 
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Street/Iron Avenue as needing a 
four-way stop sign.

3.2.1.b Narrow gauge rail. Extend the 
narrow gauge rail line from 
the Zoo to create a loop at the 
National Hispanic Cultural 
Center. Create a transfer 
station at the NHCC, to 
connect with the train 
spur behind Bueno Foods 
leading to the Rail Yards. 
Provide funding for an 
additional train for the 
BioPark to meet the 
demand for this expansion, 
adding additional trains as 
needed.  This project was 
deemed a high priority for 
CIP funds by the Steering 
Committee. 

3.2.1.c  Tingley Drive extension. 
Re-evaluate connecting 
Tingley Drive between 
Marquez Avenue and 
Avenida Cesar Chavez, 
possibly using ramps, to 
relieve Eighth Street traffic 
and provide better access 
to Bosque and BioPark 
amenities.

3.2.2 Program Enhancements

3.2.2.a Zoo Signage. Improve 
signage to direct Zoo 
visitors along specified 
routes that minimize traffic 
on residential streets.   

3.2.2.b Fourth and Eight Street 
Signage. Create signage to 

Figure 29. Vehicular Transportation Capital Improvements and Program Enhancements

direct traffic to use Fourth Street to 
access and leave downtown.

3.2.2.c Express shuttle/trolley system. Support 
transit or trolley system to link the 
Zoo, Tingley Beach, the Rail Yards, 
and the NHCC to other Downtown 

“String of Pearls” amenities 
such as Old Town, as suggested 
in the Downtown 2010 Plan.  If 
implemented, include Fourth 
Street on this route (keeping in 
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line with its designation as a Major 
Transit Corridor in the Albuquerque/
Bernalillo County Comprehensive 
Plan).  Alternatively, extend the free 
D-ride circulator to include Barelas in 
its route. 

3.2.2.d  Bus service.  Evaluate bus 
schedules and service 
through Barelas. There 
may be a need to stagger 
pick-up times on Eighth 
and Fourth Streets.  
Expand the D-Ride bus 
service to include the 
Rail Yards.  Conduct 
a community public 
transportation needs 
evaluation to better serve 
clients.  Residents have 
indicated a need for better 
bus service to connect 
Barelas with CNM and 
other educational centers. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

The goal is to create a safe network of 
bicycle and pedestrian pathways connecting 
major destinations in Barelas.

Residents identified the major pedestrian 
routes and destinations in Barelas, noting 
that these are not supported with marked 
crosswalks.  The result is that many 
people, including children, make mid-
block crossings that could be dangerous.  
The areas most in need of attention are 
Eighth Street between Tingley Park and 
the Barelas Community Center, and the 

intersection of Fourth Street and Stover Avenue, 
adjacent to the Sacred Heart Church.  In addition, 
existing crosswalks on Bridge Boulevard/Avenida 
Cesar Chavez at Fourth and Eighth Streets (which 
connect Barelas to the South Barelas Industrial Park 
and the National Hispanic Cultural Center), and 

the crossing at Atlantic Avenue and Eighth Street 
(adjacent to the Dolores Gonzales Elementary 
School) are in need of improvement.  Additionally, 
there are areas in Barelas that lack sidewalks, and 
other areas that have narrow, broken, or otherwise 
unusable sidewalks. Furthermore, although Barelas 

Major Pedestrian Routes

Barelas Sector Development Plan
Pedestrian Improvement Proposals
      

0 500 1,000250 Feet North

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

4T
H

44444444

2N
DD

2N
DDD

N
DD

NN2NN22222

8T
H

8T
H

8T
H

8T
H

8T
H

8T
H

88888

1S
T

1S
T

1S
T

11

5T
HH

5T
H

5T
HH

55

TINGLEY DR

9T
H

9T
H

9T
H

99

6T
H

6T
HTH6TT66

BARELAS

BBABBABBABARE
ARREL
REELA
ELAS
LAS

PACIFICPPAPPAPAAAACACCCCCCICIFIF CCCCCPACACACACACACAAAAACCCICIFI IC

SANTA FE
SSSSASSASAAAAANANNNTNNTNTTATA FFFFFE
SSSSSSSASAAANAANANNNNNTNTTA FFFFE

11
THTH1T

H
1111

12
TH2T

H
2T

H
2T

H
2T

H
2T

H
1212121212

STOVERSSSSSSTSTTTTTOTOTOVEVEVEEREERERRRR

ALBQ
 RIVERSIDE DRAIN

C
O

M
M

ER
C

IA
L

BELLLLLLLLLLELLEEEBEE LLLLLELLBELEL

LEWISSISSWIIEWWLEWEWLLLL SSSISSWISISWWWWWWLEWW

RIORRRRRIORRIORIO

ALCALDE

SIMPIERERPIESIMPPIEEPIESIMPSIMPSIMPIER

CARSON

CARSON
AAA

SOONONN

KIT CA

CROMWELLWEMWW LELLELLCROMMCC LLELLWEEMWWOMMCROOCC

MARQUEZEZQUEERQQARRMAAMMMMM EZUEEQUURQQARRMAAMM

GUADALUPE OVERPASSG

EROYYOYYROOERREE YOYYROOERREEE

NTE
NTE

ESCALAN

GARFIELDG LDELRFIEE DNUANESSESSENEENENENNNANANAAAUAAUUUNUUNNNN ESSEENEENNANNAAUAAUUANUUNNNN

BAZANBBBBABAA NAZAZAAZZAAA ANAN

BELLELLBE

LEWISWISLEWWISLEW S

7T
HTH7T
H

77

10
TH0T0T

H
0T

H
0T

H
0T

H
0T

H
0T

H
10101010101010

3R
DD

3R
D

3R
DD

33

BRIDGE STREETB

IRONIRON

COALOALCCC

LEADLEEAAAADADDDDDDLEADD

IRONIIRIROONOONONNNNNIIRI ON

ATLANTIC
AAAATAATATTLTTLTLLALAAANAANANTTITICICCCCC
AAAATAATATTLANTTITICTIC

HAZELDINE
HHHHAHAHAHAAAZAZAZZZZZEZEEELE DDDDINDININNNNNENEEEE

STOVERSSSSTSTSTTTTOTOOOOVOVEEEEERERRSSSSTSTTTOTOOOOVEEEEERERRRRR

CROMWELL
CCCCRCRCRRRROROOOOMOOMOM ELLWWWWEWELLELLELLELLELELLELL

Bosque
asasBarelasas

Senior
Center

NHCCCCCCCCCCCCCHCHHHHNHHNNNNNHCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHCHHNHHNNNNNNHNNNNHHHHHHHHCCCNN CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Dolores
Gonzales

SchoolSchoollhoolhSchSchhhhhElem. School SchoolhohoolSchSchhh

Tingley Park Barelass
yyyCommunity

CenterCent rerrrenteteeennnneeeeeCCeeeeCCCCenterCenteerrenteeeenneeeeCeeCCCCCCCCCCCC

CoronadoddddodooooooCoronadadadddoonCoroCoro
hoolhooooooooSch

Rail
Yard

Rio Grande Zoo

Develop Bosque Trail

Add
pedestrian 
footbridges

Add pedestrian-activated
signal and crosswalk

Improve 
existing
crosswalks

Figure 30. Proposed Pedestrian and Bicycle Capital Improvements
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borders the Bosque, access from the neighborhood 
is limited, as there are no pedestrian crossings over 
the Riverside Drain. 

Although Eighth Street is a designated bike route, 
cyclists riding through Barelas must compete with 
fast-moving traffic, and express concern for their 
safety. 

3.3 Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation 
Policies

T4.  The City shall improve pedestrian 
safety in Barelas.
T5. The City shall enhance access to 
and movement within the Bosque for 
neighborhood residents and visitors. 

T6. The City shall ensure that the 
network and condition of sidewalks 
throughout Barelas meet appropriate 
codes and residents’ needs.

T7. The City shall enhance bicycle access 
and safety in Barelas. 
3.4 Actions

3.4.1 Capital Improvements

3.4.1.a Pedestrian-activated signals. 
Develop a pedestrian-
activated traffic signal 
with a marked crosswalk 
at Fourth Street at Stover 
Avenue to service the 
Sacred Heart Church, 
and at Eighth Street 
between Atlantic and 
Stover Avenues.  Although 
there is already a signal 
at Eighth and Atlantic, 

observation and community input 
suggest that mid-block crossings 
are frequent between Tingley Park 
and the Barelas Community Center, 
and there is a need to provide a safe 
crossing for those pedestrians. The 

Steering Committee identified this 
item as a priority project.  

3.4.1.b Existing crosswalk improvements. 
Make improvements to existing 
crosswalks at the following 
intersections: Fourth Street and 
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Figure 31. Proposed Sidewalk Improvements
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Avenida Cesar Chavez, 
Eighth Street and Bridge 
Boulevard, and Atlantic 
Avenue and Eighth Street. 
Improve the demarcation 
of the crosswalks with paint 
or contrasting materials 
or textures, and extend 
and show the signalized 
crossing times for 
pedestrians. 

3.4.1.c Footbridge(s). Develop 
a pedestrian footbridge 
over the Riverside Drain at 
Tenth Street and/or Santa 
Fe Avenue.  

3.4.1.d Trails. Develop recreational 
trails in the Bosque 
adjacent to Barelas, as 
proposed by the Bosque 
Action Plan.

3.4.1.e Sidewalk improvements. 
Verify the completion of 
all sidewalk improvements 
called for in the 1993 
Sector Plan.  Install 
sidewalks where none 
currently exist, particularly 
along Second Street and 
portions of Barelas Road, 
Santa Fe Avenue and 
Cromwell Avenue.  Survey 
existing sidewalks to 
determine which ones do 
not meet ADA accessibility 
standards due to width 
or other conditions, and 
remedy this problem.  In 
particular, sidewalks on 
Barelas Road between 
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Figure 32. Proposed Bikeways Improvements

Pacific Avenue and Fourth Street 
are in need of attention. 

3.4.1.f Bike lanes. Change the designation 
of Eighth Street to a bike lane and 
build. Add bike lanes on Second 
and Third Streets, as proposed by 

the Long Range Bikeways System 
Map. 

3.4.1.g  Bike routes. Designate Atlantic 
Avenue as a bike route from 
Second Street to Tenth Street to 
provide access to the Zoo.
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Parking 

The goal is to provide safe and adequate parking for 
local facilities without disrupting the neighborhood.

Although there are several unused surface parking 
lots scattered throughout Barelas, the community 
still suffers from overflow parking from Downtown, 
the Zoo, and the National Hispanic Cultural Center. 

On-street parking is permitted throughout the 
plan area; however, illegal parking at intersections 
reduces driver visibility.

3.5 Parking Policies

T8. The City shall take steps to ensure adequate 
provision of parking for local amenities including 
the Zoo, the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 
and Downtown, to keep overflow parking out of 
the neighborhood.

T9. The City shall support the ‘Park Once’ 
concept elaborated in the Downtown 2010 Plan 
which promotes the idea that visitors to the 
neighborhood park at one location, and are able 
to reach several destinations on foot, or by using 
public transportation.  
T10. The City shall make improvements where 
needed to enforce no parking along curbs at 
intersections to improve visibility. 

3.6 Actions

3.6.1 Program Enhancements

3.6.1.a Park-and-Ride. Create a well-
advertised Park-and-Ride program 
with shuttle service from remote 
locations such as the Rail Yards 
or Downtown parking garages to 

provide service for attendees of 
special events at the Zoo and the 
National Hispanic Cultural Center. 

3.6.1.b Additional BioPark parking facility. 
Create additional BioPark parking 
facilities with access to Train to 
provide alternative transportation 
to the Zoo and other BioPark 
facilities. 

3.6.1.c Parking permits. At neighborhood 
request, issue parking permits to 
neighborhood residents if overflow 
parking continues to be a problem.

3.6.1.d No parking zones. Paint curbs to 
indicate “No parking” zones at 
intersections.

3.6.2 Community and Private Initiatives

3.6.2.a NCHH parking structure. If built, 
line the NHCC’s proposed parking 
structure at the corner of Bridge 
Boulevard and Fourth Street with 
street-level retail businesses to 
make it more integrated and 
attractive to the neighborhood. 

4. Public Safety, Social Services, and 
Community Facilities

Public Safety 

The goal is to improve public safety in Barelas by 
reducing crime.

Barelas suffers from a high crime rate, particularly 
in regards to theft, vagrancy, drug use, and gang 

activity.  Several conditions are perceived by the 
neighborhood to exacerbate crime problems: the 
presence of the homeless shelters, the high number 
of absentee landlords, and physical conditions such 
as lack of street lighting and undergrowth in the 
Bosque. 

4.1 Public Safety Policies

P1. The City shall take steps to reduce crime in 
Barelas by strengthening the police presence, 
improving the community’s capacity to address 
crime, and improving physical conditions that 
may contribute to crime. 

P2. The City shall work with homeless shelters 
in Barelas to find ways to mitigate the negative 
impact of these services on the neighborhood, 
while encouraging their eventual relocation 
outside of Barelas.

4.2 Actions

4.2.1 Regulations

4.2.1.a Homeless shelter expansion. Do not 
allow an increase in the number 
of homeless service facilities in 
Barelas. Prohibit expansion of 
emergency services at existing 
shelters in Barelas. Support and 
maximize the development of off-
street waiting areas for clients.

4.2.1.b Absentee landlord training. Require 
tenant-check trainings for owners 
of nuisance properties. 

4.2.2 Capital Improvements

4.2.2.a Street light additions. Add street 
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lighting in Barelas’ residential 
areas, in the Bosque, and around 
vacant lots and alleyways where 
none currently exists.  Lighting 
should be standard in the 
neighborhood, and lighting near 
the Bosque should match the 
existing “historical” style lighting 
currently illuminating Tingley
Beach.

4.2.3 Program Enhancements

4.2.3.a Increased police presence. 
(Albuquerque Police Department 
(APD)) Increase police patrols 
in Barelas, and make the police
presence more visible.  Create a 
community policing program that 
might include o�cers on foot, 
bike, or horse, a concept strongly 
supported by residents. Areas 
that particularly need more police 
attention are Second and Third 
Streets, especially the corner of 
Third Street and Iron Avenue, 
neighborhood parks, and the areas 
adjacent to the Diamond-Shamrock 
convenience store. 

4.2.3.b Improved networking.  (APD) 
Institute quarterly meetings 
with social service providers 
and the community to improve 
communication and safety.  
Knowing what times the 
organizations are open can help 
o�cers be more aware of when 
clients are likely to be outside
waiting for services rather than 
committing vagrancy. Enhanced 

communication can also help the 
police become familiar with clients 
who possibly have mental illnesses 
or drug and alcohol problems 
so as to better refer them to the 
proper City services. Work with the 
Barelas Neighborhood Association 
to encourage o�cers to introduce 
themselves and communicate 
more with residents to dissipate 
fear of police by residents and help 
develop mutual respect. 

4.2.3.c Resource guide. (APD) Provide 
Barelas residents with the 
APD Resource Guide once it is 
completed.

4.2.3.d Gang prevention programs. (Family 
and Community Services) Expand 
and improve gang prevention and 
intervention programs in Barelas, 
focused especially on middle-
school aged children, to provide 
positive paths for neighborhood 
youth. Programs should also focus 
on how better to respond to gang 
activity. Particularly in public places 
such as the Barelas Community 
Center.  

4.2.3.e Weed and Seed program. Expand
one of the two Federal Weed and 
Seed programs currently operating 
in Albuquerque to include the 
Barelas neighborhood. This 
program provides funds to “weed” 
out crime and “seed” in prevention, 
including community policing, 
intervention, treatments, and 
neighborhood restoration projects. 

4.2.3.f Street light maintenance.  (PNM)
Improve street light maintenance 

to ensure that they are lit every 
night.

4.2.3.g Undergrowth. (Open Space Division 
/ Rio Grande Conservancy District) 
Clear undergrowth along the 
River, especially near the Cesar 
Chavez Bridge to prevent vagrant 
congregation there.

4.2.4 Community and Private Initiatives

4.2.4.a Networking among shelters. (Good
Shepherd Center, the Bunk 
House and the Albuquerque 
Rescue Mission). Attend quarterly 
meetings of APD, Social Service 
agencies, and the community to 
determine how to improve the 
security around the shelters and 
work together toward solutions.

4.2.4.b Shelter improvements. (Albuquerque
Rescue Mission). Open the 
enclosed courtyard to allow 
entrance to clients waiting for 
services before the services are 
actually provided.  Prohibit clients 
to wait on the street before services 
are o�ered. Require clients to 
wait for the shuttle bus to the 
Opportunity Center inside the 
courtyard rather than on the street 
or work with the City to �nd a 
di�erent pick-up location. 

4.2.4.c Anti-drug and anti-gang programs. 
(Individual community members 
and groups). Support anti-drug and 
anti-gang programs at local schools 
and help make these programs 
more visible in the neighborhood.

Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008 Page 63
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Seek funding from the Albuquerque 
Partnership to implement creative, 
small-scale anti-drug and anti-gang 
programs at the neighborhood 
level. 

4.2.4.d Crime Watch program. (Individual 
community members and groups).  
Reactivate the Neighborhood Crime 
Watch Program, partnering with 
the APD.  This involves improving 
resident communication with 
police, and informing officers about 
when and where chronic crime is 
taking place.  Coordinate with local 
businesses that can be the “eyes 
and ears” of the neighborhood 
during working hours.  

Social Services

The goal is to provide excellent social services to 
Barelas residents.

Although Barelas houses many social services that 
provide assistance to residents of the neighborhood 
and the broader Albuquerque area, improvements 
are needed in making these services better known 
and more accessible to community members.  In 
addition, some services are lacking. 

4.3 Social Service Policies

P3. The City shall work with the community 
to assess existing programs, provide access 
to needed programs for all ages, and actively 
promote and disseminate information about 
existing resources. 

4.4 Actions

4.4.1 Program Enhancements

4.4.1.a Expansion of community center 
services. (Department of Family 
and Community Services). Expand 
the Barelas Community Center 
to a Multi-Service Community 
Center that would house services 
for low-income residents such as 
health care screening for families, 
utility assistance, and bilingual 
services.  Alternatively, the existing 
Center could house rotating social 
services.

4.4.1.b Promotion of services. (Department 
of Family and Community 
Services). Use the Barelas 
Community Center as a resource 
center to reach out to residents 
informing them about existing 
services in the community.  Provide 
funding to develop and distribute 
a booklet of existing services 
and community and cultural 
resources in the Barelas area.  Hold 
monthly meetings with all Barelas 
service providers, as well as the 
Zoo, NHCC, and the Hispano 
Chamber of Commerce to improve 
awareness about existing services, 
programs, and events.

4.4.1.c Community signs and bulletin 
boards. Install community bulletin 
boards at Tingley Park and other 
community locations to post 
events, services, and programs 
for Barelas residents. Install an 
outdoor informational sign at the 
Barelas Community Center visible 
from 8th Street.

Community Facilities

The goal is to maintain and improve existing 
community facilities in Barelas and ensure 
accessibility to Barelas residents. 

The Barelas neighborhood is home to several City 
amenities, including the Rio Grande Zoo, National 
Hispanic Cultural Center, and Tingley Park, as 
well as other facilities that primarily service the 
neighborhood, such as the Barelas Community 
Center, the Dolores Gonzales Elementary School, 
neighborhood parks, and area churches and 
temples.  It is important to maintain and improve 
these facilities for their continued viability in the 
neighborhood.

4.5 Community Facilities Policies

P4. The City shall revitalize neighborhood parks 
and green spaces by improving amenities and 
security. 

P5. The City shall establish a community plaza or 
gathering space in Barelas.

P6. The City shall improve the visual character 
of Barelas by adding culturally and historically 
appropriate artwork in the neighborhood.

P7. The City shall improve the Barelas 
Community Center, by making it safer, more 
accessible to residents, and protecting it as a 
significant cultural center. 

P8. The City shall work with APS to make 
improvements to the Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School that enhance its appearance 
and expand programming. 

P9. The City shall encourage the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center to maintain and 
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improve close ties and active engagement with the 
Barelas community. 

4.6 Actions

4.6.1 Capital Improvements

4.6.1.a Restrooms for Tingley Park users. 
Provide easy access to restrooms 
for Tingley Park users at the 
adjacent Barelas Community 
Center (possibly behind the 
Center near the handball courts) 
or Senior Centers.  Alternatively, 
provide portable bathrooms for 
special events, or certain days of 
the week when the Park is most 
used.  

4.6.1.b Seating and shade near Bosque.  
Add seating and shade 
structures south of Tingley 
Beach, in the area bordering 
the Bosque and the Barelas 
neighborhood. The Steering 
Committee identified this item 
for priority CIP funding. 

4.6.1.c Community plaza. Develop a 
plaza/public gathering space 
in the area of the Barelas 
Community Center and/or near 
the Sacred Heart Church.  

4.6.1.d Community artwork. Make 
streetscape improvements along 
First, Second and Third Streets 
that reflect the Railroad heritage. 
Create opportunities to install 
artwork that reflects Barelas’ 
Hispano and Mexicano cultural 
heritage in the proposed plazas.  
For example, place statues of 

Barelas’ distinguished Hispanos in 
prominent locations. 

4.6.1.e  Rail Yards gateway. Create a public 
interaction/gateway area into 
the Rail Yards that celebrates the 
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Figure 33. Recommended Capital Improvements to Community Facilities

property’s historical connection to 
Barelas and Albuquerque.

4.6.2 Program Enhancements

4.6.2.a Barelas Community Center 
programming improvements. (Family 
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and Community Services).  Open 
the Barelas Community Center on 
Saturdays to create opportunities 
for weekend programming.  
Increase the number of programs 
targeted to neighborhood youth, 
families, and parents, including 
sports and dance activities.  
Provide sufficient funding for the 
BCC to hire more part-time staff to 
monitor children’s programs.

4.6.2.b Barelas Community Center physical 
improvements.  (Family and 
Community Services). Resurface 
the back parking lot of the BCC, 
and fix sidewalks all around the 
Center, which are a trip hazard 
for seniors and children.  Build 
a stucco wall along the southern 
border of the Center to buffer 
neighbors from noise and activity.  

4.6.2.c Historical significance, Barelas 
Community Center. (Family and 
Community Services).  Provide 
funding to professionally refurbish 
the murals in the Indian Room, and 
to protect the integrity of the vigas. 

4.6.2.d Albuquerque Learning Centers 
Project. Expand and formalize the 
ties between the existing Learning 
Center program and the Barelas 
Community Center, to provide 
more youth programming. 

4.6.2.e Security at parks. (Open Space 
Division) Improve security at 
neighborhood parks through 
security guards  or more frequent 
police patrols.  

4.6.2.f Clean parks. (Open Space Division) 

Ensure that trash receptacles are 
located at all public parks and 
regularly emptied.

4.6.2.g Dolores Gonzales school grounds. 
(APS).  Develop campus of Dolores 
Gonzales (particularly dirt field 
adjacent to Eighth Street) to 
enhance appearance and reduce 
dust. 

4.6.2.h Dolores Gonzales and Washington 
Middle School after-school programs. 
(APS). Expand community 
programs and activities at the 
Dolores Gonzales Elementary 
School and the Washington Middle 
School to offer positive activities 
for neighborhood youth. 

4.6.3 Community and Private Initiatives

4.6.3.a National Hispanic Cultural Center. 
(NHCC). Improve communication 
and outreach to the community, 
possibly by partnering with the 
Barelas Community Center or the 
Barelas Neighborhood Association, 
to get the neighborhood more 
involved with the NHCC’s 
activities.  The organization 
should also be integrated into 
community celebrations and 
events. Expand programmatic 
opportunities and a systematic 
way of offering discount or free 
days to the Barelas community. 
Expand free outdoor events in the 
NHCC plaza.  Deepen the existing 
partnership with the Dolores 
Gonzales Elementary School to 
promote understanding of local 

Hispanic/Latino culture and history 
and to enhance curricula.  Use the 
future Education Building as the 
location for neighborhood events 
and meetings.

4.6.3.b Non-profit organization incubator. 
Promote business resource 
center and non-profit incubator 
in Barelas that nurtures and 
supports emerging and existing 
non-profit and community-based 
organizations especially in the Rail 
Yard Development.

5. Economic Development

The goal is to spur economic development in Barelas 
in a way that will have broad benefits for the 
community.

Economic development is a key consideration in 
improving a community’s well-being.  In Barelas, 
residents want to ensure the viability of small 
businesses, particularly along Fourth Street, while 
also preparing for larger-scale developments such as 
those which may take place in the Rail Yards.  

The Rail Yards property is currently vacant, but 
there have been several high-profile considerations 
for development in the past, including a movie 
production studio and a transportation museum.  
Future development of this property will be 
important to ensure that the Barelas community 
and other surrounding neighborhoods are able to 
maximize the benefits while minimizing the negative 
impact of any large project (such as traffic concerns 
and gentrification).  



T H E  P L A N

      Page 67Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008Barelas Sector Development Plan - 2008

There is also a need for more businesses that 
support local shopping needs and provide 
employment to Barelas residents.  Both small 
and large businesses should be encouraged to 
locate in Barelas.  In addition, very small mobile 
and concession-stand type businesses should be 
welcomed in community spaces, such as around 
the Zoo and Tingley Park.  Meanwhile, it is also 
important to support and nurture existing long-
standing businesses that form part of Barelas’ 
commercial fabric.  These businesses may benefit 
from façade improvements and other assistance. 

Barelas residents will not be able to take advantage 
of new job and business opportunities if they do not 
have the proper skills.  For this reason, preparing 
workers to compete in today’s job market is an 
important step to improving the overall economic 
conditions of Bareleños and their families. 

Finally, the South Barelas Industrial Park currently 
has only two tenants, Rose’s Paper and Bueno 
Foods.  The fact that the Park has room to expand 
can be an asset to neighboring communities, 
provided that new industrial occupants engage in 
activities that are not environmentally or otherwise 
detrimental to the neighborhood.  However, the 
current Plan for this area does not make these types 
of stipulations. 

5.1 Economic Development Policies

E1. The City shall ensure that future 
redevelopment of the Rail Yards occurs in a 
manner that benefits the Barelas community as 
a whole.     

E2. The City shall take steps to attract and 
promote businesses in Barelas, particularly along 
Fourth Street.

E3. The City shall work with local organizations to 
improve the capacity of Barelas workers through 
education and workforce training. 

E4. The City shall support future planning 
efforts for the South Barelas Industrial Park that 
highlight the importance of environmentally-
friendly industry. 

5.2 Actions

5.2.1 Regulations

5.2.1.a Rail Yards redevelopment. Any 
redevelopment proposal shall 
engage Barelas and other 
neighboring communities, 
especially the South Broadway 
neighborhood, to get their 
input.  Initial discussion reveals 
that Barelas residents favor a 
mixed use shopping district that 
might include light retail, garden 
apartments and lofts, with a 
preference for owner-occupied 
rather than rental residences.  
Entertainment is also an acceptable 
use in the community’s view, 
provided that this does not entail 
more bars that do not also provide 
food service. Redevelopment 
may not encroach upon adjacent 
neighborhoods in terms of traffic 
generated and off-street parking.  
Developers must make a best 
faith effort to hire residents of the 
Pocket of Poverty, particularly from 
the adjacent Barelas and South 
Broadway neighborhoods.  

5.2.2 Capital Improvements

5.2.2.a Fourth Street improvements.  Install 
street trees on Fourth Street south 
of Atlantic Avenue to improve the 
visual character of the corridor. Do 
not impede visibility of store fronts 
or signs. 

5.2.3 Program Enhancements

5.2.3.a Façade improvements for businesses. 
Develop a façade renovation and 
landscape improvement program 
providing loans or grants to new 
and existing businesses using the 
El Encanto/UDAG funds.

5.2.3.b Free Trade Zone. Create a Free Trade 
Zone, from 12th Street and I-40 to 
Woodward Drive, following the 
Railroad and connecting with the 
Airport to create jobs in trucking 
and warehousing. 

5.2.3.c New businesses. Support the 
Hispanic Cultural Center’s idea to 
create a mixed-use arts incubator 
at the southeastern corner of 
Fourth Street and Avenida Cesar 
Chavez (which is just outside of 
the Plan area).  Encourage spin-
off businesses related to the Zoo, 
BioPark, Rail Yards, and National 
Hispanic Cultural Center, as well as 
art studios and galleries to locate 
on Fourth Street. 

5.2.3.d Small business incentives. Use 
incentives such as interest 
subsidies to attract small retail 
businesses to locate in Barelas. 
Encourage owners and developers 
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to provide small, affordable 
spaces for local business owners/
entrepreneurs. 

5.2.e Barelas Community Center 
programming improvements. 
Continue to support adults and 
youth education programs at 
the center through staffing and 
program funding. 

5.2.3.f Facilitate and support small vendor 
and concession-stand types of 
businesses, particularly around 
Tingley Park, the Rail Yards and the 
Zoo.

5.2.4 Community and Private Initiatives

5.2.4.a Information for businesses. 
(Albuquerque Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce).  Make information 
about how to start a small 
business, mobile vending business, 
or concession stand easily available 
to the public.

5.2.4.b Local business support. 
(Albuquerque Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce). Establish a 
partnership with the South Valley 
Economic Development Center to 
develop local businesses.  Also, 
develop a joint marketing program 
for Barelas businesses (for 
promotion aimed both at potential 
customers and potential new 
businesses). 

5.2.4.c Local shopping needs. Survey 
residents to find out what types of 
businesses are most desired. (A 
grocery store and ice cream parlor 

are two community suggestions). 
Actively recruit those businesses to 
Fourth Street and the Rail Yards. 

5.2.4.d Community capacity. (Albuquerque 
Hispano Chamber of Commerce). 
Continue to offer training 
programs for local people. Expand 
these to include internship and 
apprenticeship programs for 
residents, and licensing classes 
in Spanish and English for the 
construction field.  Create a 
building cooperative and arts/crafts 
cooperative for local workers.  In 
addition, conduct an inventory of 
existing businesses to find out what 
their employee needs are in order 
to better create an appropriate 
workforce.

C. Plan Implementation

The Plan Implementation section of this document 
presents recommended zoning revisions and a 
consolidated list of the project recommendations for 
each of the plan components.  

Regulations and development guidelines 
are described in the zoning section of the 
implementation plan.  Zoning recommendations, 
including the justification for zone changes, adopted 
zoning amendments and guidelines for residential 
and commercial design are included in the 
Implementation section of the plan.

The implementation chart lists recommended 
actions or projects, delineates the City or 
other agencies responsible for carrying them 
out, and identifies potential funding sources. 

Recommendations fall into one of the following 
categories: Capital Improvements Projects, 
Program Enhancements, or Community and Private 
Initiatives.

1. Adopted Zoning and Design 
Guidelines

Justification
  
Residential Zones  
The Sector Development Plan bases its 
residential zones on five existing zones in 
the Zoning Code – R-1, R-T, R-G, R-2 and R-3, 
which represent varying housing types and 
densities from single family through apartments.  
Residential uses are also allowed in commercial 
areas, which are almost exclusively designated as 
mixed-use.  

Since the adoption of the 1993 plan, residents 
have identified issues that can be addressed 
through modifications to the zoning established 
by the 1993 Sector Development Plan.  Of 
primary concern are the lot size requirements 
of the residential zones, which set a minimum 
lot width of 36 to 40 feet per dwelling and a 
minimum lot size of 3,600 to of 4,800 square 
feet in family residential zones.  The historic 
subdivision pattern of Barelas includes a large 
number of 25-foot lots, some of which are vacant.  
“Shotgun” style homes on 25-foot lots are part of 
the historic character of Barelas.  The proposed 
changes in lot size and width are intended to 
allow this type of development to continue, 
subject to the health and safety requirements of 
current building codes.

Small lots could accommodate a shotgun house 
configuration on a single lot.  Other communities 
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have addressed development on 25’ lots, which 
are common in older neighborhoods.  Examples 
from a design competition in Portland, Oregon 
shown in Figure 34 and 35, illustrate how narrow 
houses can fit on 25’ lots.  A smaller than 
typical setback that meets the requirements 
of the International Building Code allows 
for a reasonable building width, particularly 
where vehicular access is from an alley, and no 
driveway is required.  Regulations typically limit 
the frontage dedicated to automobiles, either 
as a driveway or a garage.  Using alley access 
wherever possible eliminates auto domination of 
the streetscape. 

 If two or more lots were developed at the same 
time, a developer could construct either zero 
lot line units, with the homes aligned along 
one property line and a side yard, or attached 
townhomes subject to the regulations of the R-T 
zone.

Neighborhood residents are interested in 
allowing accessory dwelling units, including 
units with kitchens, in single family residential 
zones.  Allowing accessory dwellings on a lot 
with a single family home can provide on-site 
housing for a family member or provide a source 
of income that makes the home affordable to the 
owner.

There is also some interest in creating live-work 
opportunities, particularly for artists, in the 
residential neighborhood from Fourth to Second 
Street.  These are currently allowed as a home 
occupation business, which seems to be the 
most suitable approach within predominantly 
residential areas to protect residential character 
over the long term.  

Commercial Zones
The commercial zones in Barelas typically 
encourage a mix of uses at a scale appropriate 
to their locations within the neighborhood.  
Along the northeast edge of the neighborhood, 
commercial zones provide a transition from the 
intense office and commercial development of 
downtown, and along Fourth Street, commercial 
zoning supports the role of this corridor as the 

Figure 34. 25’ Vacant Lots

commercial “main street” of the neighborhood.

The commercial zones in the Sector 
Development Plan are based on the O-1, RC 
and C-2 zones in the City Zoning Code.  Zones 
tailored specifically to the neighborhood are 
mixed use zones that include residential uses as 
well as compatible office and retail uses.
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Figure 35. 25’ Vacant Lot In�ll Solutions

Industrial Zones
Two industrial zones in the Sector Development 
Plan are based on the C-2, C-3 and IP zones of the 
City Zoning Code.  As with the commercial 
zones, industrial zones are mixed use, including 
community commercial uses and residential 
uses allowed based on the R-3 zone.  These 
zones are applied in an area currently zoned C-3 
adjacent to the downtown’s warehouse district 
and in the Rail Yard property.  The intent of the 
change in zone is to expand the uses possible on 
these properties and to provide for a transition 
between the residential areas on the east side of 
the neighborhood and heavy commercial/light 
industrial uses on the industrial properties.

Mixed use zoning supports the neighborhood’s 
desire to provide high quality employment in 
the neighborhood, increase the neighborhood’s 
residential population, and continue to provide 
for goods and services that meet the needs of 
neighborhood residents and businesses.

Adopted Zoning Amendments

The following section contains revised zoning 
language that updates the zoning contained in the 
1993 Sector Development Plan. For all SU-2 zones, 
existing legal non-conforming uses or uses which 
become non-conforming upon adoption of this Plan 
are approved conditional uses. The zoning outlined 
herein corresponds to the Adopted Zoning Map, 
Figure 36.   As de�ned in the Comprehensive City 
Zoning Code, the SU-2 Zone allows a mixture of 
uses controlled by a Sector Development Plan, which 
speci�es new development and redevelopment that 
is appropriate to a given neighborhood when other 
zones are inadequate to address special needs.
(Note: Additions and amendments to zoning from 
the 1993 Plan are written in  italics    ).
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For all zones, the General Provisions of the City 
Zoning Code and all other provisions of the code 
that are common to all districts will apply.  Of 
particular relevance to the nonconforming lots 
is §14-16-3-4, regulations for non-conforming lot 
size:

“D. Non-conforming Lot Size.  A lot which has 
less area or width than required by the zone 
applied to the lot may be used without a variance 
as a separate lot occupied by a use permitted in 
that zone if:

1. The lot was legally created and placed 
on the records of the County, complying 
with any zoning and subdivision 
standards and procedures then 
applicable; and

2. The use and structure are permitted or 
are legally nonconforming, or if it is a 
new use or new construction, which is 
the use which most nearly meets lot area 
and width requirements.”

SU-2/R-1

The SU-2/R-1 Zone corresponds to the R-1 Zone in 
the Comprehensive City Zoning Code and is subject 
to the same regulations as that zone with the 
following exceptions: 

A.  Conditional Uses. Uses permissive in the 
R-T Zone are added. 

B.  Lot Size 
1.  For lots with vehicle access from the street 

or alley, minimum lot width shall be 25 
feet per dwelling unit; minimum lot area 
is 2,500 square feet.

C.  Setback 
1.  There shall be a front yard setback of 

not less than 10 feet except setback for 

a garage or carport shall be not less 
than 20 feet. 

2. Side Yard Setback

a. For lots of 40 feet or greater in width, 
the side yard setback shall be as 
required in the R-1 zone.

b. For lots of less than 40 feet in width, 

the side yard setback shall be not 
less than three feet or the setback 
required for adequate spacing 
between buildings as required by the 
International Building Code.

SU-2/R-T

The SU-2/R-T Zone corresponds to the R-T Zone 
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in the City Zoning Code and is subject to the 
same regulations as that zone, with the following 
exceptions:
 A.  Lot Size. 

1.  For a house with vehicle access from the 
street or alley, minimum lot width shall 
be 25 feet per dwelling unit; minimum lot 
area is 2,500 square feet.

B. Setback.
1.   There shall be a front yard setback of 

not less than 10 feet, except driveways 
shall not be less than 20 feet long.

2.   For a house on a lot less than 36 feet in 
width, the side yard setback shall be not 
less than three feet or the setback required 
for adequate spacing between buildings 
as required by the International Building 
Code.  The distance between buildings 
shall be as required by the International 
Building Code.

SU-2/R-G

The SU-2/R-G zone corresponds to the R-G 
zone in the zoning code and is subject to the 
same regulations as that zone with the following 
exceptions:

A. Lot Size
1.   For a house with vehicle access from the 

street or alley, minimum lot area shall be 
2,500 square feet per dwelling unit and 
minimum lot width shall be 25 feet.

B. Setback.
1.   There shall be a front yard setback of 

not less than 10 feet, except driveways 
shall not be less than 20 feet long.

2.  For a house on a lot of less than 36 feet in 

width, the side yard setback shall be not 
less than three feet or the setback required 
for adequate spacing between buildings 
as required by the International Building 
Code.  The distance between buildings 
shall be as required by the International 
Building Code.

SU-2/R-2

The SU-2/R-2 Zone corresponds to the R-2 Zone 
in the City Zoning Code and is subject to the 
same regulations as that zone with the following 
exceptions: 

A. Lot Size.
1. Minimum lot area and width for lots 

developed only with houses and 
townhouses shall be as follows:

a) For lots with vehicle access from 
the street, minimum lot area and 
width shall be as provided in the 
R-T zone.

b) For a house with vehicle access 
only to the rear yard from an alley, 
minimum lot width shall be 25 feet; 
minimum lot area shall be 2,500 
square feet. 

B. Setback.
1.   There shall be a front yard setback of 

not less than 10 feet, except driveways 
shall not be less than 20 feet long.

2.  For a house on a lot of less than 36 feet in 
width, the side yard setback shall be not 
less than three feet or the setback required 
for adequate spacing between buildings 
as required by the International Building 

Code.  The distance between buildings shall 
be as required by the International Building 
Code.

C. Off –Street Parking. For new multi-family 
residential development not less than one 
space for units with one bath and two spaces 
for units with 2 or 3 baths. Off street parking 
shall be provided at the rear of the property, 
and alley access is encouraged when 
possible. 

D. Usable Open Space. For new construction 
usable open space shall be provided on-site 
in an amount equal to 200 square feet per 
one-bedroom dwelling unit, 250 square feet 
per two bedroom dwelling unit, 300 square 
feet per three bedroom dwelling unit or more.

E. Site Plan Approval. Site development plan 
approval by the City Planning Director is 
required for all new multi-family residential 
developments less than 45,000 square feet 
prior to approval of a building permit. Any 
multi-family developments over 45,000 
square feet will require review and approval 
by the Environmental Planning Commission.

SU-2/R-3

The SU-2/R-3 Zone corresponds to the R-3 Residential 
Zone in the Comprehensive City Zoning code and 
is subject to the same regulations as that with the 
following exceptions: 

A. Lot Size 
1. Minimum lot width for lots developed 

with multi-family units shall be 60 feet. 

2. Minimum width for lots developed only 
with houses and townhouses shall be 25 
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feet; minimum lot area for lots developed 
only with houses and town houses shall be 
2,500 square feet.

a) For lots of 36 feet or greater in width, 
minimum lot area and width shall be 
as provided in the R-T zone.

b) For lots of less than 36 feet in width, 
minimum lot width shall be 25 feet; 
minimum lot area shall be 2,500 
square feet.

B. Setback.
1.   There shall be a front yard setback of 

not less than 10 feet, except driveways 
shall not be less than 20 feet long.

2.  For a house on a lot of less than 36 feet in 
width, the side yard setback shall be not 
less than three feet or the setback required 
for adequate spacing between buildings 
as required by the International Building 
Code.  The distance between buildings 
shall be as required by the International 
Building Code.

C. Density
1.  For lot with a minimum lot dimension 

of less than 142 feet, a floor area ratio 
of 0.75 is the maximum permitted. 

2.  For lots with a minimum lot dimension 
of 142 feet or greater, a floor area ratio 
of 1.25 is the maximum permitted.

D. Off Street Parking. For new multi-family 
residential development not less than one 
space for units with one bath and two spaces 
for units with 2 or 3 baths. Off street parking 
shall be provided at the rear of the property, 
and alley access is encouraged when 
possible.

E. Usable Open Space. For new construction 
usable open space shall be provided on-
site in an equal to 200 square feet per one-
bedroom dwelling unit, 250 square feet per 
two bedroom dwelling unit, 300 square feet 
per three bedroom dwelling unit or more.

F. Site Plan Approval. Site development plan 
approval by the City Planning Director for all 
new multi-family residential developments 
less than 45,000 square feet prior to 
approval of a building permit. Any multi-
family developments over 45,000 square 
feet will require review and approval by the 
Environmental Planning Commission.

SU-2/O-1

The SU-2/O-1 Zone corresponds to the O-1 Zone in 
the Comprehensive City Zoning Code and is subject 
to the same regulations as that zone.

SU-2/LCR

The SU-2/LCR Zone corresponds to the 
RC (Residential/Commercial) Zone in the 
Comprehensive City Zoning Code and is subject to 
the same regulations as that zone with the following 
exception: 

A. Permissive Uses: Non-Residential uses 
listed as permissive are not limited by floor 
area.

SU-2/NCR

The SU-2/NCR Zone corresponds to the C-1 
Neighborhood Commercial and R-2 Residential 
Zones in the Comprehensive City Zoning Code and is 

subject to the same regulations as those zones with 
the following exceptions: 

A. Permissive Uses
1. Copying and blueprinting are 

permitted.

2. Wholesaling of jewelry, furniture and 
other arts and crafts is permitted.

B. Conditional Uses
1. Uses permissive in the C-2 Zone 

except: 

a) Retail sale of alcoholic drink for 
consumption off-premise is not a 
conditional use. 

b) Outside storage is not a 
conditional use. 

C. Height
1. Commercial structures shall not exceed 

26 feet in height, except as provided in 
the C-1 zone.

2. The height of residential and mixed use 
structures that include residential uses 
above the first floor shall be regulated 
by the provisions of the R-2 zone.

D. Setback
 There shall be no front yard setback allowed 

for properties abutting Fourth Street, except 
when the setback area is needed to provide: 
1. outside seating and/or pedestrian plaza 

space 

2. required clear sight triangles

SU-2/WD

The SU-2/WD Mixed Warehouse District Zone 
corresponds to the R-3 Residential Zone and C-3 
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Heavy Commercial Zone in the Comprehensive City 
Zoning Code with the following exceptions:

A.  Permissive Uses
1. Uses permissive in the R-3 Residential 

Zone.

2. Uses permissive in the C-3 Heavy 
Commercial Zone

B. Conditional Uses
1. Uses conditional in the C-2 Zone and 

R-3 Zone are conditional in this zone. 

C. Prohibited Uses
1. Automobile desmantling yard.

2. Construction contractor’s equipment 
storage or contractor’s plant.

3. Feed or fuel storage or sales.

4. Vehicle storage outdoors as a principal 
use.

5. Emergency shelter.

D. Height
 Structure height up to 36 feet is 

permitted at any legal location.
Maximum building height for any 
structure is 52 feet.  The height and 
width of any structure over 36 feet 
shall fall within 45-degree angle planes 
drawn from the horizontal at the mean 
grade along each internal boundary of 
the premises and each adjacent public 
right-of-way centerline.  To protect 
solar access, a structure over 36 feet in  

Exceptions to the above are provided in 
Section 14-16-3-3 and SEction 14-16-3-5 
of this Zoning Code.  Notwithstanding 
any of the above regulations, structures 
shall not exceed 26 feet in height within 
75 feet of a lot zoned speci�cally for 
houses.

E. Lot Size
 No requirements.

F. Setback
1. No front or coner side yard setback is 

required.

2. There shall be a setback of 11 feet from 
the junction of a driveway or alley and a 
public sidewalk location.

3. No side yard setback is required, except 
that a 5-foot side yard or rear yard 
setback shall be required where a site 
abuts any of the following addresses 
in residential use as of the adoption of 
this plan, so long as the residential use 
remains: 709 and 713 First Street SW, 
704 2nd Street SW.

4. Notwithstanding any of the above 
regulations, the clear sight triangle 
shall not be infringed upon at street 
intersections.

G. O�-Street Parking
1. O�-street parking spaces shall be 

provided according to half of the 
requirement for each use in listed in 
listed Section 14-16-3-1 of the Zoning 
Code.

2. No reductions are allowed.

H. Usable Open Space
1. Usable open space shall be provided 

on-site in an amount equal to 200 
square feet for each e�ciency or one-

bedroom dwelling unit, 250 square feet 
for each two-bedroom dwelling unit, and 
300 square feet for each dwelling unit 
containing three or more bedrooms.

2. Where an aggregate of two or more 
dwelling units is constructed on any 
given lot, the development shall include 
landscaping of the ground-level usable 
open space, planted and maintained 
according to a landscaping plan 
approved by the Zoning Enforcement 
O�cer.

SU-2/HLS Historic Locomotive Shops Zone

The SU-2/HLS Zone provides suitable sites for a 
mix commercial, residential and light industrial uses 
on the historic locomotive shops site.  The zone 
provides for �exibility of land use and design within 
the property and for compatible orientation to the 
neighborhood and bu�ering between the locomotive 
shops comples and residential areas.   

A. Permissive Uses.
1. Uses permissive in the R-3 zone.

the northern boundary of these 
45-degree planes, but may be sited in 
any other direction within planes 
drawn at a 60-degree angle from the 
same boundaries or centerline. 

2.     Uses permissive in the C-2 zone.

3.     Uses permissive in the IP zone with the follow-                      
         ing exception:

          •   Air separation plant is not permitted. 

4.      Iron or steel foundry or fabrication plant,         
         forging, rolling or heavyweight casting, as        
          regulated by the Master Development Plan      
          and provided that such use is bu�ered from  
          abutting residential zones or residential uses,  
          as approved in the Master Development Plan. 
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      5.     Railroad repair shop

      6.     Signs as regulated in the IP Zone, or as  
 further restricted in the Master Develop 
 ment Plan.

B.    Conditional Uses. 

      1.     Uses conditional in the C-2 Zone.

      2.     Uses conditional in the R-3 Zone.

      3.     The location of conditional uses and their  
 relationship to the other uses on the site  
 must be shown on the Master Develop 
 ment Plan.

C.    Prohibited Uses. 

      1.     Emergency shelter is not allowed.

      2.     Retail sale of alcoholic beverages for   
 consumption o�-premise is not allowed.

      3.     O�-premise signs are not allowed.

      4.     The sale of gasoline and lique�ed   
 petroleum gas is not allowed.

      5.     Adult amusement establishment and  
 adult store are not allowed.

      6.     Cold storage plant is not allowed.

      7.     Pawnshop is not allowed.

D.    Height.

 Same as O-1 of the City Zoning Code,  
 except height up to 67 feet (�ve stories)  
 is allowed a a minimum distance of 100  
 feet from any single-family residential  
 zone. 

E.    Lot size. 

 No requirement. See section J for          
 Master Development Plan approval  
 requirement for the entire site.

F.     Setbacks.

 Setback along Second Street is a   
 minimum of 10 feet.

      5.     Railroad repair shop

      6.     Signs as regulated in the IP Zone, or as  
 further restricted in the Master Develop 
 ment Plan.

B.    Conditional Uses. 

      1.     Uses conditional in the C-2 Zone.

      2.     Uses conditional in the R-3 Zone.

      3.     The location of conditional uses and their  
 relationship to the other uses on the site  
 must be shown on the Master Develop 
 ment Plan.

C.    Prohibited Uses. 

      1.     Emergency shelter is not allowed.

      2.     Retail sale of alcoholic beverages for   
 consumption o�-premise is not allowed.

      3.     O�-premise signs are not allowed.

      4.     The sale of gasoline and lique�ed   
 petroleum gas is not allowed.

      5.     Adult amusement establishment and  
 adult store are not allowed.

      6.     Cold storage plant is not allowed.

      7.     Pawnshop is not allowed.

D.    Height.

 Same as O-1 of the City Zoning Code,  
 except height up to 67 feet (�ve stories)  
 is allowed a a minimum distance of 100  
 feet from any single-family residential  
 zone. 

E.    Lot size. 

 No requirement. See section J for          
 Master Development Plan approval  
 requirement for the entire site.

F.     Setbacks.

 Setback along Second Street is a   
 minimum of 10 feet.

G.    O�-Street Parking 

       1.    Parking should be screened by buildings  
              where possible and not front on streets.  
               Parking that is adjacent to the street  
               because of the con�guration of existing  
               buildings must be screened by landscap- 
               ing or a solid wall or fence 3 feet in height. 

        2.    Due to the size of the existing historic  
                buildings, new uses will require more  
                parking than can be physically accommo- 
                dated on the site. A minimum of one  
                thousand (1,000) spaces shall be provided  
                on the site for o�-street parking at full  
                build-out of the entire site subject to the  
                Master Development Plan (MDP).

         3. Improved surface and/or structured  
 parking spaces may be provided incre 
 mentally.

 a.    Upon application for a Site Develop 
 ment Plan for Building Permit, the   
 applicant shall demonstrate that spaces  

 provided will be adequate for the   
 new use(s) and shall be provided as  
 required by the Development Review  
 Board (DRB). Information provided to  
 the DRB shall detail uses, parking   
 amount, layout and the potential for  
 shared parking agreements and any  
 other relevant data. 

 b.    Interim parking lot trees, bu�er  
 landscaping and pedestrian   
 walkways may be required as   
 deemed necessary by the DRB.

 c.     Permanent parking lot trees,   
 bu�er landscaping and pedestrian  
 walkways may be phased as deemed  
 necessary by the DRB. 

 d.     Surface parking may be supple 
 mented with pedestrian, bicycle and  
 transit access.

 e.     Cross parking and cross access  
 agreements between individual 
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 parcels shall be provided as determined by   
 the DRB to ensure adequate access and  
 parking for all parcels and the entire site   
 subject to the Master Development Plan.

H.   Landscaping. 

The intent of landscaping of the locomotive shops 
site is to provide a visually attractive edge and 
streetscape between it and the neighborhood and 
provide an attractive environment within the 
property, including color and shade. In the early 
stages of development, priority shall be placed on 
the development of a pleasing streetscape along 
abutting streets. 

     1. Landscaping shall meet the requirements of  
 the City Zoning Code at full build-out per   
 the Master Development Plan for the entire  
 site. 

     2.  Upon application for a Site Development   
 Plan for Building Permit, the applicant shall  
 demonstrate how the proposed landscaping  
 for the subject parcel(s) implements and/or  
 furthers the Master Development Plan’s   
 Landscape Master Plan. Additional   
 landscaping, including trees, to bu�er   
 parking and/or pedestrian areas, may be   
 required as deemed necessary by the DRB to  
 implement/further the Master Development  
 Plan’s Landscape Master Plan and the intent  
 of the Zoning Code. 

     3.  Perimeter landscaping should be consistent  
 with the character of the adjacent neighbor 
 hood, with an emphasis on drought tolerant  
 plants to minimize water consumption. 

     4. A public gathering area shall be designed   
 into commercial uses on the site. These   
 might include porticos along commercial   
 storefronts or an open plaza with seating   
 and/or outdoor dining. Shade should be   
 provided by landscaping or shade struc  
 tures. 

I.    Orientation. 

     1. New residential and commercial develop 
 ment along First Street or Second Street  
 shall orient entrances to the street.

      2. Buildings along the street frontage shall  
 include entries and windows open to the  
 street.

      3. Where possible, public access to the  
 property shall be provided, and the use of  
 existing buildings for uses accessible to  
 the public is encouraged.

      4. The entrance to the locomotive shops  
 property should open to the neighbor 
 hood and provide access to public areas of  
 the property.

      5. Where buildings orient to First or Second  
 Street, development should be open to  
 the street. 

J.   Master Development Plan.

      1. Master Plan review by the Rail Yards  
 Advisory Board and Environmental  
 Planning Commission and approval by the  
 City Council is required for the entire site  
 before a building permit is issued for any  
 portion of the site. Exceptions include a  
 museum project and a City-sponsored  
 housing project, both of which may  
 receive approvals and building permits  
 prior to the adoption of a Master Plan, s 
 ubject to an agreement with the City that  
 has been reviewed by the Rail Yards  
 Advisory Board and approved by the  
 Council being in place.

     2. The Master Development Plan (MDP) must  
 include appropriate strategies for bu�er 
 ing and transitions between non-residen 
 tial uses on the site and the surrounding  
 residential neighborhoods that incorpo 
 rate and address the required design 

standards listed in previous sections of the 
SU-2/HLS zone. 

      3.  Development Approval Process:   
 Speci�c projects at the Rail Yards   
 property are required to complete a  
 Site Development Plan for Building  
 Permit, as de�ned by the Comprehen 
 sive City Zoning Code. The Site Devel 
 opment Plan for Building Permit shall  
 include a Site Development Plan,   
 landscape plan, grading and drainage  
 plan, utility plan and building eleva 
 tions. 

 Approval of the site development plan  
 for building permit will occur through a  
 public hearing process before the   
 Development Review Board (DRB). The  
 public hearing process requires   
 noti�cation to the a�ected neighbor 
 hood associations, including Barelas  
 and South Broadway and any other  
 impacted neighborhood as deter  
 mined through the O�ce of Neighbor 
 hood Coordination. In order for the Site  
 Plan for Building Permit to be   
 approved, the applicant must demon 
 strate that the project and proposed  
 use are consistent with the goals,   
 policies, and the design standards   
 contained in the MDP. A pre-applica 
 tion review meeting and/or design  
 review meeting with the Urban Design  
 and Development Division of the   
 Planning Department is required to  
 ensure a smooth site development  
 plan approval process. 

 As part of the DRB approval process,  
 the review of Site Plans for Building  
 Permit shall include review and   
 comment by a City Landmarks and  
 Urban Conservation Commission   
 (LUCC) planner and a Metropolitan 
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 Redevelopment planner for consideration  
 by the DRB. The intent is to ensure   
 proposed projects at the Rail Yards  
 property comply with and are consistent  
 with the MDP and any additional require 
 ments due to the historic designation of  
 the property.

      4.      Amendments and Deviations to the  
 Master Development Plan:

 a.   Deviations to Dimensional   
 Standards: Deviations to the SU-2/HLS  
 Zone, the Master Plan and to the Site  
 Development Plans for Subdivision: The  
 MDP is intended to provide the frame 
 work for development of the Rail Yards  
 over time. However, it is recognized that  
 conditions may require a deviation to the  
 MDP.

 A deviation to the MDP is de�ned as any  
 departure from the dimensional   
 standards in the Development Regula 
 tions section of the MDP. Deviations shall  
 require review and approval by the  
 Planning Director (or his/her designee)  
 and be in accordance with the intent of  
 the MDP. Deviations from the MDP will be  
 presented at the pre-application meeting. 

 Approvals of deviations from the MDP by  
 the Planning Director (or his/her desig 
 nee) shall accompany the Site Develop 
 ment Plan for Building Permit application  
 to DRB.

 The Planning Director, or her/his desig 
 nee, may approve deviations from   
 dimensional standards regulating   
 structure height, setbacks, landscaping  

 and �oor area ratio that are less than or   
 equal to 10%. Any deviation greater than   
 10% and up to 25% from dimensional   
 standards regulating structure height,   
 setbacks, landscaping and �oor area ratio   
 shall be reviewed for approval by the EPC.   
   
 Deviations over 25% to these dimensional   
 standards are not allowed, however   
 nothing herein shall preclude an applicant’s  
 right to seek a variance or formally amend   
 the Sector Plan or Master Development   
 Plan.

 The Planning Director, or her/his designee,   
 may approve deviations from the required   
 number of o�-street parking spaces and   
 from dimensional standards regulating   
 signs and that are less than or equal to 25%.  
 Any deviation greater than 25% and up to   
 50% from the required number of o�-street  
 parking spaces and from dimensional   
 standards regulating signs shall be   
 reviewed for approval by the EPC. Devia  
 tions over 50% to these standards are not   
 allowed, however nothing herein shall   
 preclude an applicant’s right to seek a   
 variance or formally amend the Sector Plan  
 or Master Development Plan.

 b.    Amendments to the Site Development   
 Plan for Subdivision and Site Development   
 Plans for Building Permit: The Planning   
 Director or her/his designee may review   
 and approve amendments to approved site  
 development plans for subdivision and/or   
 building permit as follows:

  i.    Administrative Amendments   
  per the  SU-1 zone (§14-16-2-22).

  Ii.    Site Development Plans: As   
  determined by the Planning   
  Director, the Development Review  
  Board (DRB) may approve changes  
  to DRB-approved site development  
  plans that go beyond an Adminis  
  trative Amendment and/or that   
  require technical review. 

  iii.    Major Amendments: the   
  Planning Director may refer site   
  development plan amendments to  
  the Environmental Planning   
  Commission (EPC) for review at a   
  public hearing if there are known   
  aggrieved parties and/or if the   
  proposed changes may adversely   
  a�ect the site, the adjacent   
  properties, and/or the community.
 
 c.      Amendments to the Master Develop  
 ment Plan: The MDP is intended to provide   
 the framework for development of the Rail   
 Yards over time. However, it is recognized   
 that conditions may require an amendment  
 to the MDP. 

 An amendment to the MDP is de�ned as   
 any change to the Goals and Policies   
 section or the Development Regulations   
 section of the adopted MDP. Proposed   
 amendments to the Development Regula  
 tions, including but not limited to the   
 Approved Uses by Parcel, shall require   
 submittal to the EPC. Proposed amend  
 ments to the Goals and Policies shall require  
 review and recommendation of the Rail   
 Yards Advisory Board prior to the submittal  
 to the EPC.
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K.     Interim Uses  

      1.     Building permits may be issued for repairs   
 and/or improvements that are needed so   
 that interim or long-term uses that are   
 allowed by existing zoning and are consis  
 tent with the direction of the Master Plan, as  
 determined by both the City and selected   
 Master Developer, can be established on   
 the site. 

      2. INTERIM USES: Building permits for work to  
 be completed in order to establish interim   
 uses may only be issued after the Mayor   
 and City Council have approved a formal   
 plan, which shall be submitted to the   
 Council via Resolution, that includes, at a   
 minimum, the following information:

 i.    The speci�c site improvements to be   
 completed; 

 ii .   The cost of improvements and funding   
 source(s) to be used to make improve  
 ments; 

 iii.     Expected operating or other recurring   
 costs; 

 iv.     The type(s) of interim use(s); 

 v.      The general logistics of operating the   
 facility that houses the interim use(s),   
 including, but not limited to, the permitting  
 process for use of the facility, hours of   
 operation, access to the facility and the   
 provision of on-site parking, and security; 

 vi.     A marketing plan that describes the   
 expected demand for use of the facility and  

 anticipated number of annual events; 

 vii.     A description of the public bene�ts of  
 the interim use activities; and 

 viii.     The process that will be used to  
 notify a�ected neighborhood associations  
 and immediate neighbors of events that  
 may generate impacts, such as tra�c and  
 noise, and how those impacts will be  
 mitigated. 

 The Council may choose to seek the input  
 of the Rail Yards Advisory Board prior to  
 acting on any proposal submitted for the  
 development of interim uses.

      3. OTHER USES: Other projects that would  
 establish long-term or permanent uses on  
 the site may receive approvals and build 
 ing permits prior to the adoption of a  
 Master Plan, subject to an agreement with  
 the City that has been reviewed by the Rail  
 Yards Advisory Board and approved by the  
 Council and Mayor being in place.
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Design Guidelines for Single Family Residential 
Development

In 1999, the Design and Planning Assistance 
Center at the University of New Mexico prepared 
design guidelines for in�ll housing appropriate 
to the Barelas, San Jose, and South Broadway 
neighborhoods.  The design concepts contained in 
this document provide excellent guidance for new 
and renovated residential structures.  Key guidelines 
are included in Appendix F.  Brie�y, features that 
shall be considered are as follows:

1. Appropriate Roof Pitch.   The predominant 
roo�ines in Barelas are pitched roofs with 
approximately a 6:12 or greater ratio of rise 
to span.  Some homes have �at roofs in 
keeping with modern or other revival styles 
that can be found in Barelas.

2. Facades with Character  .  Facades are 
characterized by variety in details that 
re�ect the neighborhood’s historic styles.
These details include porches, recessed 
windows, colors and staggered facades that 
create a visually interesting and attractive 
streetscape.

3. Usable Front Porches  .  Usable front porches 
with doors visible from the street provide 
a comfortable transition from the public 
space of the street and front yard to the 
private space of the house.  The visibility of 
the street from the house and of the front 
door from the street enhances security.

4. Landscaped Front Yards  . Landscape front 
yards with appropriate drought tolerant 
plants that include trees, shrubs, ground 
cover and accent planting. 

5. Front Fences.  A number of homes in Barelas 
have open front yards that create a visually 
interesting streetscape and provide security 
through visibility of the home from the 
street and from the street to the front of 
the house.  When front fences exist, they 
are typically three to four feet in height and 
are “see through”.  Wrought iron, chain 
link with masonry, wood or metal piers 
and rails are typical.  Solid block walls are 
discouraged in the front yard setback area.

6. Compatible Scale.  Existing houses in 
Barelas are predominantly one story or 
two story where the second story is set 
within the roof pitch.  New houses should 
be compatible in scale to the surrounding 
homes.  Two-story and attached units may 
be integrated with existing homes through 
roof line, second story setbacks, front 
porches and window details.

7. Site Layout and Landscaping.   Sites should 
be designed to provide adequate outdoor 
space and accommodate parking on the 
side or rear of the property.

8. Site Innovation .  When new homes are 
built on adjoining lots, zero lot line 
development or attached units may be built 
to accommodate housing on narrow lots.

9. O�-street Parking.   Parking should be 
provided beside or behind the house, taking 
advantage of alley access where available.
Development on lots of less than 40 feet in 
width shall provide all vehicular access from 
an alley where available.

10. Fencing and Outdoor Storage.    Side and 
backyard fencing should screen any outdoor 

storage.  A storage shed or oversized garage 
in keeping with the design and materials 
of the main house are preferred for storing 
items.

The Design Guidelines also contain a variety 
of recommendations for house designs and 
construction techniques that would be implemented 
through mechanisms other than zoning.
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Design Guidelines for Areas with Historic 
Signi�cance

Two districts within the Barelas Sector Plan area are 
identi�ed as having historic signi�cance su�cient to 
warrant a historic district.

Fourth Street.  The Barelas South Fourth Street 
Historic District is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the New Mexico State 
Register of Historic Places.  Key features of the 
historic properties include scale, orientation to 
Fourth Street, and a combination of architectural 
styles that re�ect the pre-railroad, railroad and 
highway eras of the road.  Over time, buildings have 
been remodeled are altered, but the pedestrian 
scale remains.  The Sector Development Plan 
recommended that the City develop pamphlets that 
explain the historic signi�cance of Barelas.  The 
community in collaboration with the City could 
develop voluntary design guidelines or use those 
contained in the Barelas Neighborhood Commercial 
Area Revitalization Plan, the MRA Plan for Barelas 
(See Appendix E).

Hazeldine.  The area along Hazeldine Avenue from 
First to Sixth Street, which has a high concentration 
of representative residential architecture dating from 
1895 to 1910, has the potential for National Register 

nomination.  Residents have expressed concern 
about the impact of historic guidelines and a formal 
approval process for façade renovations, such as 
window replacements, on housing a�ordability.  The 
recommended approach to maintaining the historic 
character of this area as well as all residential areas 
of Barelas is to develop informational materials that 
educate homeowners about historic character and 
appropriate renovation and maintenance consistent 
with the residential design guidelines.  An example 
of such guidelines is the University Neighborhoods 
History Handbook published in 1986.  New 
residential development in Barelas should follow the 
guidelines in Appendix F. 
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Abbreviations and Acronyms used in the following table:

APD = Albuquerque Police Department
Barelas CDC = Barelas Community Development Corporation
BNA = Barelas Neighborhood Association
COA = City of Albuquerque
DMD = Department of Municipal Development
Fire = Albuquerque Fire Department
MR = Metropolitan Redevelopment
MRA = Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency

MR-COG = Mid Region Council of Governments
NHCC = National Hispanic Cultural Center
SBA = Small Business Administration (federal)
SHPO = State Historic Preservation office
UDAG = Urban Development Action Grant
USBC = United South Broadway Corporation

Priority Projects
Through the public involvement process, the Barelas Steering Committee identified the following as the Priority Projects to receive Capital Improvement funds from among those 
receiving the most votes during a public meeting in December 2005:

Element ID Action Lead Agency Cost Estimate

Home Ownership 
and Affordability

2.2.2.a Acquire land to create a community land trust to provide affordable housing over time. Family & Community 
Services (COA)

$256,000

Transportation 3.2.1.a Implement traffic calming for 2nd, 3rd and 8th Street between Coal and Bridge; Marquez Lane Between Tingley Drive 
and 8th Street; 10th between Coal and Stover; and the intersection of 5th and Iorn.  Make appropriate traffic calming 
improvements.  Coordination with City Council Services required.

DMD/Traffic Analyses 
(COA)

$335,000 for 2nd 
& 3rd Streets two 
way conversion

Transportation 3.2.1.b Extend narrow gauge rail from Zoo to NHCC, with possible extension to Rail Yards. DMD (COA); Rio Grande 
Zoo

$1.8 million

Transportation 3.4.1.a Develop pedestrian-activated crosswalks at 8th St between Atlantic and Stover Aves. and across 4th St. at Stover Ave.  
Coordination with City Council Services required.

DMD (COA) $60,000

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.2.a Add street lighting in Barelas’ residential areas, in the Bosque, and around vacant lots and alleyways where none 
currently exist. Match lighting near the Bosque to the historical-style lighting along Tingley Beach. 

DMD (COA) $333,000

Infrastructure N/A Upgrade drainage facilities to prevent flooding in the Barelas Neighborhood DMD (COA) $9,704,000

Transporation Streetscape improvements along 8th Street.  Coordination wtih City Council Services required. DMD (COA) $111,000

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.c Develop a plaza/community gathering space in the area of Barelas Community Center or near Sacred Heart Church.  
Implement proposals to develop plaza/parking lot at the City building at 700 4th Street SW.  The design will enable the 
parking lot to function as a parking lot but be closed off and function as a plaza for public events. 

DMD (COA) $600,000

Transportation
- Pedestrian 
Circulation

3.4.1.e Verify completion of all sidewalk improvements called for in the 1993 Barelas Sector Plan.  Install sidewalks where none 
exist, particularly along 2nd Street and portions of Barelas Rd., Santa Fe Ave., and Cromwell Ave.  Survey and improve 
existing sidewalks that do not meet ADA standards.

DMD (COA) $300,000

Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.b Install seating and shade structures south of Tingley Beach, in the area bordering the Bosque. Parks & Recreation (COA) $60,000

2. Plan Implementation Chart
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Projects and Programs

Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Land Use and 
Zoning

1.2.1.b LUZ1, LUZ3 Guidelines Adopt voluntary historic preservation 
design guidelines, disseminate 
information, and provide guidance for 
rehabilitation of buildings with sensitivity 
to historic character.  (See Appendices E 
and F.)

Advance Planning 
(COA)

Private Owners SHPO, CIP

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.a LUZ6, LUZ7 Program 
Enhancement

Complete MR Plan update and/or Sector 
Plan for South Barelas to the City limits, to 
be compatible with the Barelas Sector Plan 
and involve Barelas stakeholders. 

MRA/Planning 
(COA)

City Council Services CIP

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.b LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement

Apply for City Landmark status for the 
Barelas Community Center.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

SHPO
Advanced Planning 
(COA)

N/A

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.c LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement 

Apply for City Landmark status for the 
Railroad repair shops.

Advance Planning 
(COA)

SHPO N/A

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.d LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement 

Create a grant or loan program to assist 
residents and business owners in code 
compliance and historic rehabilitation.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

MRA/Planning 
(COA)

El Encanto / 
UDAG Fund; 
CDBG

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.e LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement 

Create and disseminate a guide for 
property owners describing the historic 
neighborhoods in Central Albuquerque 
and how to rehabilitate buildings with 
sensitivity to historic character. 

Advance Planning 
(COA)

SHPO SHPO; City 
Council; 
Urban 
Enhancement 
Trust Fund

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.f LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement

Designate historic buildings with 
consultation of owners. (See Appendix A.)

Planning (COA) Property Owners N/A

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.g LUZ1 Program 
Enhancement

Actively promote historic preservation tax 
incentives and assistance available to local 
residents. 

Planning (COA) BNA / State State 
Legislative 

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.2.h LUZ5 Program 
Enhancement 

Place vacant City-owned lots into the 
community land trust and open them to 
improvements by private (for-profit and 
non-profit) developers.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

MRA/Planning 
(COA), City Council 
Services

Metropolitan 

Land Use and 
Zoning 

1.2.3.a LUZ1 Community and 
Private Initiative

Add historic markers to entrances of 
Barelas.  Install signage along Fourth 
Street to identify the route as being 
Historic Highway 85.

Community 
Organizations; 
Barelas CDC

BNA SHPO, CIP
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Element ID Policy
Implemented ycnegA daeLnoitcAepyT Coordination 

Required

Potential
Funding 
Sources

Land Use and 
Zoning

1.2.3.b LUZ1 Community and 
Private Initiative

Establish a community-based code 
compliance group, “enforcement with 
a heart,” to identify non-conforming 
properties and assist owners in getting 
buildings up to code. 

BNA Code Enforcement 
(COA) / O�ce 
of Neighborhood 
Coordination (COA)

N/A

Land Use and 
Zoning

1.2.3.c
(see also 
2.2.3.a)

LUZ5 Community and 
Private Initiative

Create a citizen volunteer group and join 
the Albuquerque Clean Team to clean and 
maintain vacant lots.

BNA; Barelas CDC Solid Waste 
Management (COA)

Keep
Albuquerque
Beautiful

Land Use and 
Zoning

1.2.3.d LUZ5 Community and 
Private Initiative

Identify lots as community garden sites. 
Work with community-based groups 
to develop gardens that improve the 
appearance and productive use of alleys 
without obstructing vehicular access. 

Community 
organizations;
Residents

Alley Gardens Org., 

City Council ServicesHome
Ownership and 
A�ordability

2.2.1.a H1 Capital 
Improvements
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Acquire land to 
create a community land trust to provide 
a�ordable housing over time.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

Barelas CDC CIP; 
Workforce 
Housing
Trust Fund 
(COA)

Home
Ownership and 
A�ordability

2.2.2.a H1 Program 
Enhancement

Use public resources to provide �nancial 
and tax incentives for developers to create 
a�ordable housing options in Barelas 
and to help subsidize homeownership 
by quali�ed low-income residents.  (See 
Appendix D.)

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

El Encanto 
/ UDAG 
Fund; MRA 
Programs;
Workforce 
Housing
Trust Fund 
(COA); NM-
MFA tax 
credits; GAP 
funding

Home
Ownership and 
A�ordability

2.2.2.b H2 Program 
Enhancement

Promote programs that assist �rst time 
homebuyers through �nancial assistance 
and tax credits.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA) 

USBC NM-MFA

Home
Ownership and 
A�ordability

2.2.2.c H2 Program 
Enhancement

Promote programs that provide 
homeowner and homebuyer education 
on �nancial assistance and historic 
rehabilitation.

Barelas CDC USBC HUD, CDBG

Home
Ownership and 
A�ordability

2.2.2.d H1, H3 Program 
Enhancement

In extreme situations of property neglect, 
condemn properties and turn over to 
develop a�ordable housing units.

Code Enforcement 
(COA)

APD, Fire General 
Fund, 
Metropolitan
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Home 
Ownership and 
Affordability

2.2.2.e H3 Program 
Enhancement 

Maintain clean streets through regular 
street cleaning, particularly around the Rail 
Yards.

Solid Waste 
Management 
Department 
(COA)

BNA General Fund

Home 
Ownership and 
Affordability

2.2.2.f H5 Program 
Enhancement

Ensure sufficient electrical supply from 
5th St. to Rail Yards to support future 
redevelopment.

PNM

Home 
Ownership and 
Affordability

2.2.3.a 
(see also 
1.2.3.c)

H3 Community and 
Private Initiative

Join the Albuquerque Clean Team to 
host neighborhood clean-up days in 
collaboration with the City. 

BNA; Barelas CDC Solid Waste 
Management 
Department (COA)

Keep 
Albuquerque 
Beautiful

Transportation 3.2.1.a T1, T2 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Conduct traffic 
calming study for 2nd, 3rd and 8th St. 
between Coal and Bridge; 10th between 
Coal and Stover; and the intersection of 
5th and Iron.  Make appropriate traffic 
calming improvements.

City Council 
Services

DMD, BNA CIP

Transportation 3.2.1.b T2, T3 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Extend narrow gauge 
rail from Zoo to NHCC, with possible 
extension to Rail Yards.

Rio Grande Zoo NHCC; DMD (COA) CIP; State 
Legislative 

Transportation 3.2.1.c T2 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Re-evaluate potential neighborhood and/
or traffic benefits of connecting Tingley 
Dr. between Marquez and Avenida Cesar 
Chavez.

DMD (COA) BNA, City Council 
Services

CIP

Transportation 3.2.2.a T2 Program 
Enhancement 

Improve signage to direct Zoo visitors 
along specified routes that minimize traffic 
on residential streets.

DMD (COA) Rio Grande Zoo General Fund

Transportation 3.2.2.b T2 Program 
Enhancement 

Create signage to direct traffic from Bridge 
to use Fourth St. to access downtown.  

DMD (COA) Barelas CDC General Fund

Transportation 3.2.2.c T3 Program 
Enhancement 

Support transit or trolley system to link the 
Zoo, NHCC, Rail Yards and 4th St. to other 
Downtown “String of Pearls” amenities. 

ABQ Ride (COA) State Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs

General 
Fund;  
TEA-21; State 
Legislative 

Transportation 3.2.2.d T3 Program 
Enhancement 

Evaluate bus schedules and service 
through Barelas; conduct community 
survey to access needs.

ABQ Ride (COA) BNA; NHCC General 
Fund/Transit 
Operating 
Fund
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Transportation 3.4.1.a T4 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Develop pedestrian-
activated crosswalks at 8th St between 
Atlantic and Stover Aves. and across 4th 
St. at Stover Ave.

DMD (COA) City Council Services CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.b T4 Program 
Enhancement

Improve existing crosswalks at 4th St/
Cesar Chavez; 8th St/Bridge Blvd; and 8th 
St/Atlantic Ave. by demarcating crosswalks 
with paint or other texture/materials and 
extending the signalized crossing time. 

DMD (COA) CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.c T5 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Develop a pedestrian footbridge over the 
Riverside Drain at 10th St. and/or Santa 
Fe Ave. 

Open Space 
(COA)

CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.d T5 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Develop trails in the Bosque, adjacent to 
Barelas, as proposed in the Bosque Action 
Plan. 

Open Space 
(COA)

BNA CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.e T6 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Verify completion of all sidewalk 
improvements called for in the 1993 
Barelas Sector Plan. Install sidewalks 
where none exist, particularly along 2nd 
St., and portions of Barelas Rd, Santa 
Fe Ave, and Cromwell Ave.  Survey and 
improve existing sidewalks that do not 
meet ADA standards.

DMD (COA) CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.f T7 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Designate 8th St. for a bike lane and 
build. Add bike lanes on 2nd and 3rd St., 
as proposed by the Long Range Bikeways 
System Map.

DMD (COA) MR-COG; Parks & 
Recreation (COA)

CIP

Transportation 3.4.1.g T7 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Designate Atlantic Ave. as a bike route 
from 2nd to 10th St to provide access to 
the Zoo.

Parks & 
Recreation (COA)

DMD; MR-COG CIP

Transportation 3.6.1.a T8 Program 
Enhancement 

Create a well-advertised Park-and-Ride 
program to service the Zoo and the NHCC 
for special events.

Rio Grande Zoo;
NHCC

ABQ Ride General 
Fund/Transit 
Operating 
Fund

Transportation 3.6.1.b T8 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Construct proposed BioPark parking 
garage.

BioPark; Rio 
Grande Zoo

DMD, City Council 
Services

CIP
Bio Park 
Society
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Transportation 3.6.1.d T8 Community 
Initiative 

At neighborhood request, issue parking 
permits to residents if parking overflow 
continues to be a problem. 

BNA Traffic Analysis 
(COA)

Transportation 3.6.1.e T10 Program 
Enhancement 

Paint curbs to indicate “no parking” zones 
at intersections.

DMD (COA) General Fund

Transportation 3.6.2.a T8 Community and 
Private Initiative

Build NHCC’s proposed parking 
structure and line it with street-level retail 
businesses to make it more integrated and 
attractive to the neighborhood.

NHCC BNA State Dept. 
of Cultural 
Affairs

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.1.a 
(see also 
4.2.4.c)

P2 Regulation Prohibit increase in the number or 
expansion of homeless shelter services in 
Barelas.  Support the development of off-
street waiting areas for clients.

City Council 
(COA)

Social Service 
Agencies

N/A

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.1.b P1 Regulation Require tenant-check training for landlords 
of nuisance properties.

City Council 
(COA)

Family & Community 
Services (COA)

General 
Fund, 
Trainees

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.2.a P1 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Add street lighting in 
Barelas’ residential areas, in the Bosque, 
and around vacant lots and alleyways 
where none currently exist.  Match lighting 
near the Bosque to the historical-style 
lighting along Tingley Beach. 

DMD (COA) PNM CIP; General 
Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.a P1 Program 
Enhancement 

Increase police patrols in Barelas and 
make them more visible; create a 
community policing program with officers 
on foot, bike, or horse; focus especially 
on 2nd and 3rd Sts (corner of 3rd and 
Iron), and near parks and the Diamond-
Shamrock convenience store.

APD General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.b 
(see also 
4.2.4.c)

P1, P2 Program 
Enhancement 

Institute quarterly meetings of APD, social 
service agencies, and the community to 
improve security around the shelters.

APD; Family 
& Community 
Services (COA)

Albuquerque Rescue 
Mission (ARM); 
Good Shepherd 
Refuge; The Bunk 
House; BNA
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.c P1 Program 
Enhancement 

Provide Barelas residents with the APD 
Resource Guide once completed.

Albuquerque 
Police Department 
(APD)

BNA, Barelas 
Community Center, 
BCDC

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.d
(see also 
4.2.4.d)

P1 Program 
Enhancement 

Expand and improve gang intervention 
and prevention programs in Barelas, 
providing some in coordination with the 
Barelas Community Center. 

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

BNA, Existing 
Juvenile Justice 
Programs

General 
Fund, 
Existing 
Juvenile 
Justice 
Programs

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.e P1 Program 
Enhancement

Introduce existing federal Weed and Seed 
program into Barelas for crime prevention.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

Weed and 
Seed (US 
Department 
of Justice) 

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.f P1 Program 
Enhancement 

Improve street light maintenance 
throughout the Plan area. 

PNM BNA

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.3.g P1 Program 
Enhancement 

Clear undergrowth along the River, 
especially near the Cesar Chavez Bridge to 
prevent vagrant congregation there.

Open Space 
Division (COA)

Rio Grande 
Conservancy District

General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.4.a 
(see also 
4.2.3.b)

P2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Establish quarterly meetings of APD, social 
service agencies, and the community to 
improve security around the shelters.

Albuquerque 
Rescue Mission 
(ARM); Good 
Shepherd Refuge; 
The Bunk House; 
BNA

APD

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.4.b 
(see also 
4.2.1.a)

P2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Open enclosed courtyard area to allow 
entrance to clients waiting for services to 
open. Prohibit clients from waiting on the 
streets. Require clients to wait inside ARM 
for shuttle to the Opportunity Center. 

Albuquerque 
Rescue Mission 

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.4.c 
(see also 
4.2.3.d)

P1 Community and 
Private Initiative

Support anti-drug and anti-gang programs 
at local schools and help make these more 
visible in the neighborhood. Seek funding 
from the Albuquerque Partnership to 
implement creative, small-scale programs 
at the neighborhood level. 

BNA; Individual 
community 
members and 
groups
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.2.4.d P1 Community and 
Private Initiative

Reactivate the Crime Watch Program. BNA; Individual 
community 
members and 
groups

APD; Local 
businesses

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.4.1.a P3 Program 
Enhancement 

Expand services offered at the Barelas 
Community Center to a Multi-Service 
Community Center with more social 
services for low-income residents and 
more rotating services.

Family and 
Community 
Services (COA)

General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.4.1.b P3 Program 
Enhancement 

Develop and distribute a booklet of 
existing services and community and 
cultural resources in Barelas.  Hold 
quarterly meetings at the Barelas 
Community Center with local service 
providers and programs. 

Barelas 
Community Center

All local service 
providers, BNA

General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.4.1.c P3 Program 
Enhancement

Install outdoor informational sign at 
the Barelas Community Center and a 
community bulletin board at Tingley Park 
to inform residents about programs and 
events.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

NHCC; Barelas CDC CIP

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.a P4 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Provide easy access to restrooms for 
Tingley Park users at nearby public 
buildings, such as the Barelas Community 
Center and the Senior Center.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

CIP

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.b P4 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

PRIORITY PROJECT:  Install seating and 
shade structures south of Tingley Beach, 
in the area bordering the Bosque and the 
Barelas neighborhood

Parks & 
Recreation (COA)

CIP

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.c P5 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Develop a plaza/community gathering 
space in the area of the Barelas 
Community Center or near Sacred Heart 
Church

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

City Council Services CIP

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.d P6 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Make streetscape improvements to 
2nd and 3rd Sts that reflect the Railroad 
heritage.  Install artwork in the community 
plaza(s) that reflects Hispano and 
Mexicano cultural traditions.

DMD (COA) City Council Services CIP/Public 
Art Program
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Element ID
Policy 

Implemented
Type Action Lead Agency

Coordination 
Required

Potential 
Funding 
Sources

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.1.e P6 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Create a public interaction/gateway 
area into the Rail Yards celebrating the 
property’s historic significance to Barelas 
and Albuquerque .

MRA/Planning 
(COA)

City Council Services CIP; SHPO; 
State Dept. 
of Cultural 
Affairs

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.a P7 Program 
Enhancement 

Open the Barelas Community Center on 
Saturdays, increase programming aimed 
at youth and families, provide funding to 
hire more staff.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

BNA General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.b P7 Program 
Enhancement 

Make physical improvements to the 
Barelas Community Center, such as 
resurfacing the back parking lot, fixing the 
sidewalks, and creating a southern wall to 
buffer neighbors.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

General 
Fund, CIP

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.c P7 Capital 
Improvements 
Project

Provide funding to professionally refurbish 
murals in the Indian Room and protect the 
integrity of the vigas. 

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

BNA; DMD/Public 
Art Program (COA); 
Planning (COA)

CIP/Public 
Art Program

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.d P7 Program 
Enhancement

Expand and formalize ties between the 
Barelas Community Center and the 
Albuquerque Learning Centers Project to 
provide more youth programming.

Albuquerque 
Learning Centers 
Project; Family 
& Community 
Services (COA)

UNM; BNA

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.e P4 Program 
Enhancement 

Improve security at neighborhood parks 
through security guards or increased 
police patrols. 

Parks 
Management 
(COA)

APD General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.f P4 Program 
Enhancement 

Ensure that trash receptacles are located at 
all public parks and are regularly emptied. 

Department 
of Solid Waste 
Management 
(COA)

Parks Management 
(COA)

General Fund

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.g P8 Program 
Enhancement 

Develop and/or landscape grounds of 
Dolores Gonzales Elementary School 
(particularly dirt field adjacent to 8th St.) 
to enhance appearance and reduce dust. 

Albuquerque 
Public Schools 
(APS)

BNA

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.2.h P8 Program 
Enhancement 

Expand community programs and 
activities at the Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School and Washington 
Middle School to promote after-school 
uses. 

APS BNA; Family & 
Community Services 
(COA)
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Element ID Policy
Implemented ycnegA daeLnoitcAepyT Coordination 

Required
Potential Funding 

Sources

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.3.a. P9 Community and 
Private Initiative

Improve communication and outreach to 
the community to increase neighborhood 
involvement with NHCC activities.
 

Expand programmatic activities and o�er 
free or discount days to Barelas residents.  

 Partner with the Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School to promote 
understanding of Hispanic/Latino history 
and culture and to enhance curricula.

NHCC Barelas Community 
Center; Barelas CDC 
Dolores Gonzales 
Elementary School; 
BNA; Albuquerque 
Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce

Public Safety, 
Social Services, 
Community 
Facilities

4.6.3.b P3 Program 
Enhancement

Promote business resource center and 
non-pro�t incubator in Barelas that 
nurtures and supports emerging and 
existing non-pro�t  and community-based 
organizations.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

Barelas CDC; 
Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce

Economic
Development

5.2.1.a E1 Program 
Enhancement

Monitor redevelopment proposals for the 
Rail Yards and make a best faith e�ort to 
provide employment for residents of the 
Pocket of Poverty, particularly from the 
adjacent Barelas and South Broadway 
neighborhoods.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

Private owners; BNA; 
South Broadway 
Neighborhood
Association, City Council Services
Hispano Chamber of Commerce, South
Valley Small Business Development Center

Economic
Development

5.2.2.a E2 Capital 
Improvements
Project

Install street trees on 4th St. south 
of Atlantic Ave. to improve the visual 
character of the corridor with attention on 
not impeding the visibility of storefronts 
or signs.

DMD (COA) County 
Environmental
Health

CIP; State

Economic
Development

5.2.3.a. E2 Program 
Enhancement

Develop a façade renovation and 
landscape improvement program 
providing loans or grants to new and 
existing businesses.

Family & 
Community 
Services (COA)

Planning/MRA
(COA)

El Encanto/UDAG 
Fund

Economic
Development

5.2.3.b E2 Program 
Enhancement

Create a Free Trade zone connecting with 
the Airport to create jobs in trucking, 
warehousing, and distribution.

O�ce of 
Economic
Development
(COA)

Barelas CDC; 
Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce

General Fund

Economic
Development

5.2.3.c E2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Support NHCC’s idea to create a mixed-
use arts incubator. Encourage spin-o� 
businesses related to the Zoo, BioPark, 
and NHCC to locate on 4th St. and the Rail Yards. 

NHCC O�ce of Economic 
Development
(COA); Barelas 
CDC; Albuquerque 
Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce
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Implemented ycnegA daeLnoitcAepyT Coordination 

Required
Potential Funding 

Sources

Economic
Development

5.2.3.d E2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Use incentives such as interest subsidies 
to attract small businesses to locate in 
Barelas. Encourage owners & developers 
to provide small, a�ordable spaces to local 
businesses.

Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce

Barelas CDC SBA

Economic
Development

5.2.3.e E2 Program 
Enhancement

Facilitate and support small vendor 
and concession-stand businesses, 
particularly around Tingley Park and the 
Zoo.  Coordinate business permitting with 
Barelas CDC and Hispano Chamber to 
ease process, either for fast-tracking or 
neighborhood one-stop shop.

Treasury (COA) O�ce of Economic 
Development (COA); 
Parks & Recreation 
(COA); Dept. of 
Cultural Services 
(COA); Albuquerque 
Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce; BNA

General Fund

Economic
Development

5.2.4.a E2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Make information about how to start a 
small business, mobile vending business, 
or concession stand easily available to 
Barelas residents.  Assist vendors with 
business registration procedures, and 
coordinate business permitting with City’s 
Treasury Department.

Barelas CDC ; 
Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce

O�ce of Economic 
Development
(COA); BNA; Barelas 
Community Center; 
Parks & Recreation 
(COA); Dept. of 
Cultural Services 
(COA)

Economic
Development

5.2.4.b E2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Establish a partnership with the South 
Valley Economic Development Center 
to support emerging local businesses 
through its incubator. Develop a joint 
marketing program for Barelas businesses.

Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce

South Valley 
Economic
Development Center

Economic
Development

5.2.4.c E2 Community and 
Private Initiative

Survey residents to �nd out what kinds of 
businesses are desired to address local 
shopping needs. Actively recruit those 
businesses to 4th St. and the Rail Yards.

Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce

Barelas merchants; 
Barelas business 
associations

Economic
Development

5.2.4.d E3 Community and 
Private Initiative

Continue to o�er job training programs 
for local residents. Expand o�erings to 
include internship and apprenticeship 
programs, including licensing programs in 
English and Spanish for the construction 
�eld.  Work with the Barelas CDC to create 
a building cooperative and arts/crafts 
cooperative. Conduct an inventory of local 
businesses to research employee training 
needs.

Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber 
of Commerce

NHCC; Barelas CDC; 
Central New Mexico 
Community College
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Appendix A: List of Historic Properties in Barelas

The following properties were identified in 1980 by the Historic Landmarks Team as having historic architectural interest.  This list is not comprehensive; there may 
be more buildings in Barelas with historic character.  

524 Atlantic Ave. SW
801 Barelas Rd. SW (Barelas Community Center)
1219 Barelas Rd. SW
1321 Barelas Rd. SW
1418 Barelas Rd. SW
420 Coal Ave. SW
518 Coal Ave. SW
616 Coal Ave. SW (Newlander Apartments)
311 Cromwell SW
312 Cromwell SW
314 Cromwell SW
316 Cromwell SW
102 Hazeldine SW
316 Hazeldine SW
318 Hazeldine SW
324 Hazeldine SW
410 Hazeldine SW

414 Hazeldine SW
418 Hazeldine SW
508 Hazeldine SW
520 Hazeldine SW
423 Iron SW
512 Iron SW
523 Iron SW
524 Iron SW
209 Pacific SW (Railroad Superintendent’s House)
309 Pacific SW
317 Pacific SW
319 Pacific SW
601 Second St. SW (Good Shepherd Center)
1203 Second St. SW (Railroad Superintendent’s 
House)
1207 Second St. SW
1209 Second St. SW

1405 Second St. SW (C.W. Lewis House)
501 Third St. SW
722 Third St. SW
917 Third St. SW
1420 Third St. SW
1422 Third St. SW
601 Fourth St. (Coronado School)
929 Fourth St. SW (Durand Motor Company)
1003 Fourth St. SW
1100 Fourth St. SW (Magnolia Oil)
1101 Fourth St. SW (Arrow Supermarket)
1110 Fourth St. SW
1115 Fourth St. SW
1211 Fourth St. SW
1303 Fourth St. SW (Red Ball Café)
901 Fifth St. SW
903 Fifth St. SW
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Appendix B: Social Services and Community Facilities in Barelas

Name of organization Address and phone number Types of services offered

Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce
1309 4th Street SW 

 Albuquerque, NM 87102 
Ph. (505)-842-9003

Economic development.
Business development, workforce training, small business 

assistance.

Albuquerque Rescue Mission
525 Second Street S.W.

Albuquerque, NM  87102
Ph. 505-3464673

Homeless services.
 Residential care, work and education assistance, meals.

Barelas Child Development Center 1440 Iron Ave SW
Albuquerque, NM

87104-1065
Ph. (505) 764-3235

Child care.
Full day, year-round, preschool, day care and early childhood 

development programs for low-income families.

Barelas Community Center 801 Barelas Road SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Ph. (505) 848-1343

Education, family, skills.
The center has a gym, weight room, ceramics studio, and a 

summer camp.

Barelas Community Development 
Corporation

700 4th St. SW
Albuquerque NM 87102

Ph. (505) 247-2039

Housing. 
Property rehabilitation assistance, façade program, fencing 

program, workforce housing. 

Barelas Job Opportunity Center
Hispano Chamber of Commerce

1309 4th Street SW 87102
Albuquerque, NM
Ph. (505) 842-9003

Job training.
Bilingual, assistance with computer job applications. Located 

in the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce. 

Barelas Multi-Service Senior Center

714 7th St. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Ph. (505) 764-6436

Senior services.
Recreational and other services for seniors.

The Bunkhouse
1019 2nd St. SW

Albuquerque,  NM 87102-4124
Homeless services for men. 

 Bunks, kitchen access, shower

Catholic Social Services of Albuquerque, Inc.
1410 Coal SW

Albuquerque, NM 87104
 

Child care, parent education.
Parent education, support groups, transportation, life skills 
training, child care. For low income, single teen parents and 

homeless families.

Centro De Amor Headstart Center
309 Stover Ave SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102-3851
Nursery school for low-income families.
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Name of organization Address and phone number Types of services offered

Good Shepherd Center
218 Iron SW

Albuquerque, NM  87102
Ph. (505) 243-2527

Homeless services.
Drug and alcohol rehabilitation. Free clothing. Meals, night 

shelter for men.

Hibernian Senior Housing
624 Coal Ave SW

 Albuquerque, NM 87102
Ph. (505) 244-0380

Housing for seniors.

National Hispanic Cultural Center
1701 4th SW

 Albuquerque, NM 87102
Ph. (505) 246-2261

Museum, cultural events.
Year-long programming, exhibitions, events.

Rio Grande Zoo
903 Tenth Street SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102
Ph. (505) 764-6200

Zoological park.
Exhibits, summer programs, events.

St. Vincent De Paul
714 4th SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102
Ph. (505) 242-3434

Thrift store.
Clothing, furniture, household items, donation
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Appendix C: Private Organizations based outside of Barelas mentioned in Plan recommendations

Name of organization Address and phone number Types of services offered

LAND USE 

Alley Gardens 1229 Girard NE
Albuquerque, NM

87106
Ph. (877) 476-9227

www.alleygardens.org

Community-based gardens. 
Works with neighborhoods to implement gardens in alley 

ways.

HOUSING OWNERSHIP AND AFFORDABILITY 

New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority 344 4th Street SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Ph. (505) 843-6880
 www.nmmfa.org/

Home ownership. 
Offers below-market rate loans for medium to low income 

homebuyers, and home ownership workshops and 
education.

United South Broadway Corporation
1550 Walter SE Room 204
Albuquerque, NM 87125

(505) 764-8867

Home ownership. 
Down payment grant assistance, home ownership 

education. 

PUBLIC SAFETY, SOCIAL SERVICES, AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Albuquerque Partnership 202 Central Ave. SE, Suite 102
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Ph. (505) 247-9222
www.abqpartnership.org

Drug prevention among youth.
 Works with neighborhoods to develop drug prevention 

strategies.

Albuquerque Weed and Seed 306 San Pablo SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123, NM 87123

Ph. (505) 256-2035

Federal crime prevention program. 
Community policing, community partnerships to address 

and prevent violent and drug-related crimes.

Albuquerque Community Learning Centers 
Project

725 University Blvd. SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106

Ph. (505) 842-3648

Community-based youth programming. Collaboration 
between APS and UNM to provide literacy-based and other 

youth programs.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

South Valley Economic Development Center 318 Isleta Blvd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105

Ph. (505) 877-0373

Business incubator. 
Supports emerging small businesses. 
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Appendix D: Explanation of Affordable Housing Tools

Land trustLand trust

A community land trust is formed by properties that 
are donated to the trust or purchased by the trust.  
In the case of Barelas, the trust would be made up 
of participating scattered sites.  Other neighboring 
properties would not be affected by the trust. 

Community land trusts are mechanisms to ensure 
affordable housing and desired commercial 
development over time.  A community land trust 
is a non-profit organization made up of residents 
and an elected board of trustees that owns land, 
develops housing, and sometimes develops 
commercial properties.  Instead of selling the land 
itself, the land under a particular building is leased 
to the homeowner or business owner.  Because 
“buyers” do not have to pay the price of purchasing 
the land, house prices and commercial rents are 
more affordable.  Because the land is not sold 
with the house or commercial space, affordability 
is maintained over time.  Land leases are long-
term (typically ninety-nine years) and renewable, 
and the lease can be passed down to heirs of the 
leaseholder.  Land trusts are able to limit how the 
resale price of housing through “limited equity” 
policies and formulas, which also keeps houses 
affordable over time. 

One successful local example that has served as 
a model nation-wide is the Sawmill Community 
Land Trust.  In addition to creating long-term 
affordable housing, the trust builds a strong base for 
community action and promotes resident control 
of the neighborhood.  Sawmill is a valuable local 
resource that should be examined if a land trust is to 
be implemented in Barelas. 

Sources: “Community Land Trusts: An Introduction” 
by Tom Peterson (http://www.plannersweb.com/
articles/pet112.html)

Sawmill Community Land Trust (http://www.
sawmillclt.org/) 

Albuquerque Metropolitan Albuquerque Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Agency (AMRA)Redevelopment Agency (AMRA)
Barelas is a Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
and can take advantage of the financial and other 
incentives of AMRA to stimulate affordable housing 
development.

The Albuquerque Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Agency promotes redevelopment (both housing and 
commercial) in distressed neighborhoods. This is 
accomplished through strategic planning, creating 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Areas, working with 
community groups and leaders to establish their 
priorities, purchasing property for projects that can 
act as an anchor for other new development in the 
area, issuing Requests for Proposals to develop the 
City owned property and then setting up public/
private partnerships where the private sector is the 
developer.  

The Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency 
works closely with community organizations, 
neighborhood organizations and developers. The 
Agency utilizes resources of the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Fund and Federal Community 
Development Block Grants, as well as other local 
and state capital funds to pay for the public portion 
of public/private projects.

The City’s Brownfields program is aimed at 
identifying and remediating environmental 
contamination on project sites, such as Old 
Albuquerque High School, the Bell Trading Post and 
the Hyder Property, as part of the redevelopment 
process. The program is ongoing and funded by 
grants from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)

Albuquerque Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency:  
http://www.cabq.gov/planning/amra

New Mexico Mortgage Finance New Mexico Mortgage Finance 
Authority  (NMMFA)Authority  (NMMFA)
The NMMFA offers a number of programs to help 
home buyers, homeowners and renters secure 
affordable housing.

Homebuyers.  The MFA Homeownership programs 
provide a variety of assistance to first time home 
buyers of low- to moderate-income New Mexicans 
including below market interest rates, closing cost 
assistance and down payment assistance programs.

Existing MFA Loan Holders.  Loan Servicing 
assistance and information is available to those who 
have obtained or participate in MFA’s loan finance 
programs.

Renters.  The MFA provides resources for occupants 
of subsidized living and information for locating 
available units in New Mexico.

Specialized Groups and Services
The MFA’s mission includes helping those with 
special housing needs that are generally not met 
traditional services.
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Housing Services Directory.  A directory of all of 
MFA’s partners and affiliated housing service 
providers. 

Information about any of these programs can be 
obtained on line through the New Mexico Mortgage 
Finance Authority web site:  www.nmmra.org

United South Broadway Corporation United South Broadway Corporation 
(USBC)(USBC)

USBC is a local Community Development 
Corporation that works with older historic 
neighborhoods to address housing opportunities, 
commercial revitalization, crime prevention and 
youth development. USBC was established in 1986 
as a non-profit CDC that grew out of a neighborhood 
driven initiative.

The goals for USBC are to increase the availability of 
quality affordable housing for people with low- and 
moderate-incomes; develop models for center-city 
neighborhood commercial revitalization; develop 
comprehensive solutions to revitalize inner-city 
civic infrastructures and preserve neighborhoods 
and end displacement of local residents; provide 
comprehensive homebuyer’s education for 
individuals and families seeking home-ownership 
opportunities; and provide support to neighborhood 
driven initiatives in the area of education, service 
learning and crime prevention. 

Greater Albuquerque Housing Greater Albuquerque Housing 
Partnership (GAHP)Partnership (GAHP)

GAHP is currently developing homes in Barelas 
as well as in other of Albuquerque’s older 
neighborhoods.  GAHP offers first-time homebuyer 
families, within specified income levels, financial 

assistance to help them purchase a home built by 
GAHP. 
   
Financial assistance is provided as a soft second 
mortgage. So as long as the purchaser of the home 
owns the home they never have to repay the second 
mortgage. It is only upon the sale of their home to 
someone above the income guidelines that the soft 
second mortgages would have to be repaid. 
 
GAHP’s program requires a 1% down payment from 
the homebuyer. 
  
Financial assistance is based on their income and 
financial need. The assistance normally ranges 
between $15,000 to $20,000, although it can be 
as much as $25,000.  This assistance is used to 
cover down payments above the 1% down payment 
requirement, closing costs, and to reduce the 
amount of the first mortgage.
  
GAHP offers first time homebuyers home ownership 
counseling and home ownership education classes 
to assist them in qualifying for low interest rate 
products. 

GAHP web site:  www.abqgahp.org
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Appendix E: 4th Street Design Guidelines
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Appendix F: Design Guidelines for Infil l  Housing
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Appendix G: Miscellaneous Maps
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